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Morelli House
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "UIfiC if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC/SINGLE DWELLING

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions.)

MODERN

Category of Property

Clark County, Nevada
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 buildings
sites
structures
objects

1 Total

Number of contributing resources previousiy
listed in the National Register

NA

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

SOCIAL

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE
walls; STUCCO, WOOD, CONCRETE BLOCK

roof: TROPICOOL (CRUSHED ROCK)

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

See Continuation Sheet.

Narrative Description

See Continuation Sheet.
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DESCRIPTION

In 1980, Antanio and Hden Mardli built thar hare a 52 Cauntry Club Drive within the confmes of
the pretigaus Desat Im Edates ovarlooking the warld-dass Desat Imn Gdlf Course  In 2001, to
e the hame fram dandition, a fate which befdl the ahe hames within the Edates the Mardli
Hause wes rdocated to a parad & Ninth Sredt and Bridge Avanue At its naw location, the Mordli
Haouse isovnad ad goarated by the Juniar Leegue of Las Vegas which faithfully maintains the 1989
goperanee of the hame while rendblitating it as an office, evat goace higay musam ad gdlery.

The 190 "dream haus?' bagen with cardful planningin 1958 Mordli adlabarated with Ridhard
Smadl, aapata faaman ad adleague a the Sands to desgn the newv hame  Finally, with the
desgn edablided, Mardli reéainad Las Vages architedt, Hugh E. Taylar, to draw the plans Mordli
ad Smdl dedicated two year's to planning add aondruding the modam resdence Thoughtful
preparaians ad atention to ddail diginguidhead the hame fran aha's in the Edates The rear facade
faced narth, overlooking the gdf course ad its goraMing lavms While ahea sMmming pads in the
Edaes were in the badkyards the Mardli pod wes placed drategicdly in the frant yard, hidden fram
the dredt by a aament-bladk wall ad tropical plantings Where the ndghbars backyard view of the
gdf course wes dodruded with svmming poads the Mardli backyard presanted an undostruded
viewv. Fam the gdf course the Mordli House gopearad unified with the landscepe

The reaulting hame wes ultrasmadem far itsday ad in a sanse aontinues to ddy architedturd
dassfication. In some regards the Mordli House fits ardhiteds McAlete ad McAleda's
"Catenpaay' subtype The flat+roofed subtype of Cotamparary isa daivative o the eerlier
Intemationd 2yle rdared to s Amaican Intamationd. The house meds the desgn intat of
Populuxe, whidch acoording to authar Thames Hine indudes qudities as ' fiin, fashionable fantadic,
and futurigic"” Aaoording to Nationd Regde Bulldin 16A, modemn moarmat syles migt be
dassfied as Intenaiond Syle Miesan, Nean-farmdism, Bmitdian, Neoeqressonian, a Randh
dyle Honveva, none o thee desriptions ae exdusvdy gpplicable It is knoan fram individuds
amployed in the acondmdion of the house thet the Mardliswere influenasd by R. M. Schindle, who
built madamid hauses in southen Califomia, and by Philip Jahnson, who built the Glass Hause
(liged & a Nationd Hidaric Landmark, 1997) in New Canaen, Connedticut, Hden Mardli's hame
tomn. Draming upan the influenaes o the firg haf of the twantiegh oantury, the taem to bes desribe
the Mardli House issmply "Madam!” Na thet "Madam” isdl that smple draning on divarse ad
often dradic regponses fran Amaican ad Eurgpeen, toanewv age

Dexoite rdocation, the Mardli House rdans its arignd massng ad fenedration. Essatidly
redangular in plan, the ovardl gopeerance of the Mordli House islong ad low, blending into the
landscgpe Theflatrodf is covared with auded white rok. The architedurd plans idantify the tar-

' Lee McAlete ad VirgniaMcAleter. A Fidd Guide to Amaican Hausss (New Yak: Alfred A. Knapf, 1990 482
N Thames Hine Populuxe (New Yak: Alfred A. Knopf, 1989 38
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andgad rod as " Trapicod with 2 inch gavd surface” It isasumad that Tropiocod isa trade
name athaugh condusve evidence hes nat baan found. The audhad rak ditters in the sunlight.

The roof aomplimeants the Modam gyling of the hause ad provides reducad surface tampaaure The
widdy-overhanging eaves are supparted by eqoosad redwoad beams Naturd dain provides aontrast
agpnd the pde gay of the wdls ad the white of the radk roof  The wall aurface is guco aswdl as
painted redwood with vatica battens whidh countead the amdurés edrane harizontdity. In
svad placss dag thefrant goproech of the house walls are sresnad with deoorative goarwark
amat blodks A rowv o windons tgp the sreans Bawamn thetgp of the srean ad theeaves isan
aaidaitified asa gdlay by the architedt. The deoorative aamatt blodk sreans have ben
goprgoriatdy recondmaed fdlonving the rdocation and aomplee the frant facede

The wall of the reer facade aongds of veartical wood on the cutsde of the kitdhen and aandl dl,
which aontains the meger beckoom ad edends a faw fedt pedt the reer wall. Baweaan the bedroaom
ad thekitdhen isa bark dffloor -to-ceilingdass pands induding a diding dass doar, which aeste
theliving raam wal. A aconade patio edends the lengh of the rear devation ad iscovaered partidly
by broed eaves The pdtio replicates the fodprint o patio & the arignd gte Four futurigic mdd
light fixtures hang fram the beams with amdler matdhing soonaes atadhad to the med framenark of
thewindons The windoas ad doors re s into duminum frames ad ae athe fixed or diders
The edeiar doos festure full gass pands with the exogotion of the recwood dauble entry doars

The dauble entry doars panted ' rdoin's egg blue' goen to thefoyer, whidh is sgoerated fram the
living and dining racam by a redwood panded partition desgned to aoncsdl a coat dasdt an the entry
gde ad to reved chinaam adledtibles on the dining 9de The foye rdains the arigna 198 feding
ad gopesrance The arignd vinyl aompaostion tile remains with a Gresk-key desgn in the comea's
Mardli'scareul ddalls in the foya aontinue thraughaut the hause

Hanking the dauble etry doars in thefoyar ae pands of adared at dass with a roughly cormgated
"randrp’ o "texrdrqp’ tedure Above the doors a leeded-dass pand stuates the Mordli House
within the higay of Las Veges The pand wes aested by local artig 1ssbd Piczd who a<o desgned
the windows far the Mid-Cantury Madem Guardian Angd Cathedrd of Las Vegas whidh wes
aongmaed in 1963 The dunning pand wes gvan to the Mardlisin recognition of thar
vduntezrigm ad suppat of the Cathdic Church acommunity, induding commissaning the windoas
for the Cathedrd. The artwak and its s/mbdism of ganaasty ddine the entrance of the hame

Adjacat to the foyer isthe kitdhen, complde with breskfag nok and utility arean The deen lines
and efigent use of goace ddine the madem kitdhen. The arignd gppliances indude an antique:
ooppa adaraed oven, gove with hood, ad rdrigaratar. Othe arignd festures indude a " bun
wamg" dramva, two aome "Lagy-Susn” cabinds a oadd cabind far a Miximader, and an
endosd darage aea behind the snk. A large built-in idand faced with plested uphdgeay, edoes an
ga o fylidh Las Veges launges Large fraged eggdhgped light fixtures heng fram the waood plank
cdling. Conica donmHights with smdl pafaaed hdes add goarkle to the kitdhen.
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Faor the Mordli's the kitchen's breskfeg nadk wes aatrd to the hamne providing a cavenient place
to gather. For Antonio, the nadk became a fundiond place towak an musc. For Hden, honveva,
who loved to ok and eteartain, this arangamat likdy wauld na legt. In theearly 19805 a partion
o the breszeway wes endasad as Antonids musc dudio. In 2001, the aonaree ped faundation, an
which the musc dudio addition wes condmded, prevanted the dudio fram bang rdocated.

The breskfag nok reains the arignd lodk ad feding of 1980 On the west wall, a augam-desgned
tdevison cbing smMngs to reved a fully equipped bar for entartaining  Fdlonving the Mordli's

dexx ative 2yle maemarahilia is digolayed on the ddves above thetable Phday gohs fram the 19805
and 1933s degpid the hause aswdl asthe guests who freguanted it, induding Frank Sinatra, Deen
Martin, ad Sy Dawvis Jr.

Adiacat to the kitdhen isthe utility area. A partition bewaan the kitchen ad utility area dloas light
fram the deetay windoas to reach the kitchen ad family rcom. The Mardlislatle convated a
helfdathraom in the utility areainto a laundry room. The goace wes innovative with awall of
daublesdad redwood sarage cabindry, a ged  utility snk, and a aambination wesha-drye. In

2007, the Juniar Leegue diminated the laundry area to resare the bathraom. The arignd lindeum
flooring ramans with white fresks agand an aange badkgaund s in agrid of bluegean dripes’

The kitdhen leedss to the dining roam, with an origna, low cabingartition dividing the foyar from
the dining raom to provide darage an @tha 9de The dining raom edends to the living roam, a
droncase of Mid-Century Madan desgn. Unpainted redwoad beams oen frant to reer of the hauss
aomplde with indiredt cove lighting ad soffits A praminat festure in the living raom is the
firgplace with a raisad " flaeting” marbletgoped hearth ad a massve hanmeaedaqope hood. The
Mardlisaonsdaad the hamess nath devation to bethe primary fafade Heefloor -to-cellingdass
pands a sedion of which indudes a diding-dass door, aegte the nath wall of the living raom.
Draperies cove the dass wdl ad goarate dedranicaly to "tudk intd* a pand ned tothe fir eplace.
The living raom empheszss naurd materids with Philippine mehageny wall panding, agoper
fireplace hood, ad equansve dass eqoosng the landsgpe  The living ad dining raams examplify
the Mid-Century Madam idedls of beauty in naturd materids and harmany in goaceddining planes

Snee the Mordlis fumidhings were lang aosant, sdeding new fumighings in the living and dining
raom to aamplanat the hames architedurd inteyity presated a dhdlenge Viadimir Kagen,
regarded asthe " grandfathe of modam fumiture desgn,” provided desgn conaultation for the
fumighings and adlabarated with his maenufadure's to danete piecses  The aubig dining ram =, the
gey Nautilus sofa and the royd blue tri-s/mmaric foat dod in the living raom are fran Kagan's
persond, private adlettion.  His desgns aredo evidat in the living room's burgundy sarpantine

A Dr. Rdoat Fidden, apramninat archited in Las Veges ad Alan Hess awdl-knoan presrvationid and writer
addizing in Mid-Cantury Madan architedture confirm thet the use of such cdorful, modan menufadured materias
and pattams isin kegaing with the paiod: Fidden, interview; Hess 18



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior Mordli House

National Park Service Name of Property

Clark County
National Register of Historic Places Sounty and State
Con'[lnuatlon Sheet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number 7 Page 4

fas and dtamans aswdl asthe codktal table and barrd dhars™ Kagan's iconic fumiture
aomplimeants the architedurd  syle of the hame and the festures of the living room and dining room.
Beyond the living ad dining raams are the badroams identified in the plans asthe meder bedraom
and the guet room. The mager bedroom, doamn a at hdiway from the guet bathroom, exhibits
Mid-Century Madam architedurd festures The high aalings are madulated by drgpped soffits and
beams which regoest those in the living room. Originally, the l)ed wes located on thewes wall. The
innovative light and seaurity aontrds far the hause ramain an eech 9de of whare the bad wes located.

The mede badraom indudes sgoarate dressng rooms Hden's with built-in threeway mirrars
dranves ad dosas and Antonids with amirrared Gabing for histies are typicd of welHplanned
darage in a MidCentury Modam hame Thedressng raoms leed to the meger bathroom, a
"primary oae” redared to fame luxury. The bath, with a sinken ausamHileddhonve ad an
devated Ink, acoonmadated Antonids tall frame Dud gnks adared plumbing fixtures a Seo-
domn goen honve, and Antanids monagyam "AM" an the fauods highlight the goace In the mirrar
ova thedud snks isthe arignd ad Hill goaadle madamidic dodk. Cugam turquase gad-fledked
ogamic tiles cove the snks ad the shomve. During the move afew o the $rone tiles ware
dameged beyand rgoair. Snce additiond, orignd tiles ware no longer available the Juniar Leegue
reolaced the damegd tiles with harmanioudy aontradling tilesratha then replicating the arignd tiles
The sgoarate dressng raams ad bettvyaom rdan thar arignd feding and gopesrance

Oppadte the meger bedraom is the goadaus guest beckroom with an deganty-gppanted aonneding
beth with augam tile Deorated by the Mordlis the arignd ydlow wdlpaper, ydlow tile ad
bethroomfixtur esreman. The wakmandip araund thetile snks and the ddalledfl oor evidence the
care of the architedt and builder. The faucds in the snk exhibit Mordli's Sgnature manogam. The
gued becraom ad bathraom aomplee the interiar of the hame

Fram planning the frant gopraech of the hame to manayamming the bathraom fauces Antanio
Mordli samtinized every ddall of the hane Oneddal waould diginguish the Mordli Hause fram all
aha hames within the Desart Inn Cauntry Club Edates namdy, aaaM goace With the exogption
o the Mordli House the ahar hames were aondmaded an a aonarde foundation. Theddall of a
aaM goace dlonved the Mardli Hause to be saved fram demdition and moved to a new location.
The reesn for moving the dmdure far excaadad the pradica agoedt of its having aaaM Foace
honveve: TheJuniar Leegue in consultation with presarvationids sdeted the Mordli House asthe
maog gonificant eqoresson o period desgn.

* Kagen isan intematiandly-knoan dedgner. His fumiture isin the parmenat adledtions of many musaunms induding the
Albat Musum in Landan, the Cogper Henitt Musaum in New Yark and the S;n Frandsio Musaam of Madem. The
Woarld Marke Cater hanared him with thar Dedgn lan Award in January of 2007, Inteniens with Shary Cdauitt and
Dadee Nave
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At its arignd location & 52 Country Club Drive the reer fegede faoad narth, overlodking the galf
curse ad its oraMing verdant lamvns The view thraugh the living raom's eqpansve dass windons
blurred the digindion bewean indoars ad autdoars At its new location & &1 Ead Bridga Avenue
the rexr facade faces the mav Stes nathem paimdea. The Mardli Hause again blends with its
amMramat. The "desat landsgpe’ mandated by the locd govammeant campliments the hames pae
gey edaia wals eqosd redwood beams and Edwerd Durdl Sane gyle dexorative gparwark
amat srem. The lattea festure is smilar to thet usad by Sane & his cdeorated 1958 American
Embessy in Nav Ddhi.  Although the arignd camat srean wes destroyed, an goprgoriete nawv

srem reolicaes the arignd. The sreans are tqoped by daestary windows thraugh whidh ae ean
s the beans edanding fram the edeiar into the interiar of the hause The Mardli hause is an
exddlat early ecanple of Madan architedure in Las Veges ad is impatant to undasanding the
achitedurd higay ad the dedgomat o the area

Integyity

The Mardli hause auffars alaoss o inteyity having bean rdocated fram its arignd location. In its
nawv location, the hause gts adjacat to the Las Veges High Sthod Neghbarhood Hidaric Didria
(liged in the Nationd Regde of Hidaric Flaoss in 1991) ad aaass fran the Las Veges High Sthad
(individudly liged in the Nationd Regde of Hidoric Flages in 1996). Snce 198 the Las Veges
High Shad hes served the gesta Clark Caunty area asthe Las Veges Acdary of Intematiand
Sudies Pafaming and Viaud Arts ad thus harmanizss with the higary of the Mordli House

The inteiar ad edeiar of the hame rdan the highet degee o inteyity. The primary oaoss
induding the exeiar, entranae foyer, kitcdhaHoreskfag nodk, dining rcom, living room ad the
ouet ad mege bathrooms have ben resaed tothar arignd date unda the Sardary ofthe
Interiar Guiddinesfor Rehabilitation. The ssoondary goaces induding the meder and guet
bedrooms have ben rehabilitated far office purposes Even as offices the goen raars rdan the
origna sange o goace’

The integrity of the Mardli House hes bean faithfully meintained thraughaut the decades  In 1979,
fdlonming Antonids desth and Hden's subosaquat rdocation to the Ead Kay G. Glenn, Honerd
Hughes pres ssxrdary, purdiesd the Mardli'shamne For ova twaty years Glenn mdiauloudy
maintained the hame ad prapaty”

" Dr. Jardt Whitedf UNLV's Dgoartmet of Architedture evduated the architedurd  dgnificance o the Mardli Hause to
the City of Las Veges

* Hden movsed badk Eadt in 199, five years afte he hudoand's deeth, dueto hedth rdated issues  Sewes ae of nine
sblings ad nesded to be nesre to family mamba's In an ard interview with Jary Massni, 19/ de dated de intedad
to reman in Las Veges until he degth.

' Carole Cosgrove Terry. TTie Morelli House - Rescued and Restored. 2010,7.



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior Mordli House

National Park Service Name of Property

Clark County
National Register of Historic Places County and State
Con'[lnuaIIOI’] Sheet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number 7 Page 6

In 2000, Seve Wym purdhasad the Desart I Resat and gppraxdmatdy 30 lats within the Desart Inn
Edaes* Wym proossded to aoquire the remaning lats in the Desart I ESates in prgoaraian for
newv dedgomant. Plans far the nav Wy Megeresart dang thefamed Las VVeges Baulevard
necesstated dandition of the Desart I Resort and all 9mndures located in the Desat I Edates
induding the Mardli House™ This maonumantd land acguistion bardered by the Las Veges

Baulevard, Paradise Roed and Twain Avenue jegpardizad many Mid-Cantury Madem hames

Wynn's nedtistars mamba's of the Mdady Graoup, induding the ddar Mdasky, who in 1932
devdgpad the arignal community, presated offers wel-above gopraised vaue to the etate
harneonas Some hameonnea's willingy aoogoted the agreamat priceand provisons while aha's
ddayed aoogotance for up to four yeers with praraded courtroom digoutes™

In themids o the contradtud  dedlings with the hameova's Seven Wy and Kay Glenn naed the
Mordli House wes integrd to etatanmeant higary ad wesexamplary of Mid-Catury Madam
desgn. Snce the hause wes the anly house in the Edates aondmded with a aam goace it could be
moved.” Wy and Glenn dedeminad thet the Mdadcy Group, an thar behalf, $auld goped to the
Juniar Leegue o Las Veges to rdacate the hause to a parad an Bridge Avenue adjacat to the Las
Vegas High Sthad Neghbarhood Hidaric Didrid with the intention of presarvation. (The Bridge
Avenue parad wes purdhasad with the assdance of the Nevada Cammissan far Culturd Affairs).

On Sppemba 30, 2001, the Lesgue resued ad rdocated the Mordli Hause to the Bridger Avenue™
There was no wey to save the decorative srean imbeddad in the ground, Mordli's musc raom  built
N a aonarde dab, na the front yard's aonarde carpat ad the sMmming pod.  Fdloving the

move the STeen hes bean recondmaed and the Juniar Leegue intends to recondma the musc room.
Although the Bridge Avanue parad does nd comifartably dlow for the carpat o the svimming podl,
the parad does dlow far the recongmdion of the musc raom addition.

The Mordli Hause aontinues to be integrated within its environmant, degpite rdocation, ad is sted
diagondly to the coma with adraular drive franting the dwdling” Fdiage canplanats festures of
an earlig time while rok groundoover aonfarms to draught ressant landsgpe codes Therer
fa?ade which ance faoad the ssoond fairway, now faces the new Stés narthem paimde.

* Hestha Rawyk. "Fame D.l. Honeowve tdls of dadine of gdf etates” Las Veggs Sn. Manday, Noanbe 10,
208
" GraelLong "Wy sues haneoanes in battle for aontrd of D, Assodation,” Las Veges Sun. Friday, Nosambe 3,
2000,

Adrienne Parke. " Rift bawean Wynn, etate reddats gow," Las Veps S«.Tueday, May 28, 2002
" Hess Haue Essy, 6.

Mahar, "Hause finds a Nev Haome' Las Veges Sn. Oddoe 1, 2001
" Hes 6.
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8. Statement of Significance

Appiicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark V in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)
for Natk>nal Register listing.)
Architecture
A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our

history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of atype, period, or method of construction or

represents the worl( of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack 199

individual distinction.

D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield, Information
important In prehistory or history. Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations

Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply. .
( PPly) Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

L . Antonio Morelli
A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious

purposes.

B removed from Its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.
Architect/Builder

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
Hugh E. Taylor, Antonio Morelli, Richard Small

F acommemorative property.

G lessthan 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The Period of Significance is the year in which the Morelli House was constructed.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
In 2001, to avoid pending demolition the Morelli House was relocated and rehabilitated by the Junior League of Las

Vegas.
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

See Continuation Sheet.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

See Continuation Sheet.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Crte the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

See Continuation Sheet.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been state Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other state agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if
assigned):
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The loss o inteyrity asa aonssguance of the rdocation is mitigeted to a dagree by the praximity of the
Las Veges High Schod, now the Las Veges Acdamy of Intamationd Sudies Pafaming and Viaud
Arts Theinditution foouses on education in the arts amissan Maordli drove to pranae

Althaugh the Mardli House is the anly Mid-Cattury Madem hame in the Las Veges High Schad
Naghbarhood Hidaric Didrid vidnity, the digindive architedure complemnants the aher
hidaricaly-smpartant buildings within the didrid. The neamess to doatomn Las Veges mekes the
Mardli House sarvicesble as a aammunity adltural venue and asa meding place far argaenizations
pranding vduntezrism. The Mardli House Public Prayam provides public aotess to view the hause
ad to leam itsarchitedurd ad higarica dgnificance The Juniar Leegue of Las Veges hes resared
Mardli Hauss aongmaded in 199 ad rdocated in 2001, in bah itsedeiar ad inteiar gopeerance
in acordance with the United Sates Saordary o the Interiar's Sandards
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Smmary

In 1959, Antonio and Helen Moréelli bulk their home a 52 Country Club Drive within the confines of
the prestigious Desat Inn Edtates, overlooking the worid-dass Desat Inn Golf Course. 1N 2001, to
save the home from demalition, a fate which befell the other homes within the EStates the Mordlli
House wes rdocated to aparcd a Ninth Stregt and Bridger Avenue. At its new location, the Morelli
House isowned and operated by the Junior Leegue of Las Vegas, who faithfully mantains the 1959
gopearance of the home while rehabilitating it as an office, evat goace, higory musaum and gdllery.

The Morelli Houseisdigible for liging in the Nationd Regiger of Historic Places under Criterion C
& a dweling represanting an upper-middle-dass example of Mid-Century Modem style devdoped in
the late 19590s ad early 1960s a period of the city'sflamboyantand rapid growth.  Although the
resource hes been moved, the outdanding degree of itsintegrity, particularly regarding its Sgnificant
interior goaces combined with baing an excdlent expresson of thisarchitecturd syle, warants
listing in the Nationd Regider under this criterion.

In eddition to the consderaion of the resource under Criterion C, it ispossble to documat
sgnificance unde criteriaA ad B. Documentation under these criteriais presanted only for context
ance listing under these criteriais nat possble given thet the resource hes bean moved.

The Morelli House is documented under Criterion A for its assodaion with the emerging imege of
Las Vegas as an internaiond capitd of the entartainment indugtry, and for Antonio Morelli's
asocation with the famed "Rat Pack." Because no other Las Vegas resources survive that are rdaed
to the Southem Nevadaemeagence of the Rat Pack, the Morelli House can be regarded as having
nationd dgnificance. Unfortunatdy, the move of the amcture diminishes its integrity, and it isnaot
possible to assat its nationd Significance or to warant listing as aNaiond Historic Landmark.

The Mordlli Houseis documented under Criterion B & the locd leve for its assodation with builder
and owner, Antonio Morelli, who weas vitd to the community through his work as music director a
the Sands Hotd and through his extengve involvement in community-wide musicd activities.

CriterionC"

The Mordli Houseisdigible for lising in the Nationd Regigter of Historic Places under criterion C,
for its modemidic syle of architecture. The Morelli House wes built in 1989 in the prestigious Desart

" Asindicated above, the discussion under Criterion C draws heavily fromthe corresponding discussion in Harmon,
"Morelli House." In addition, theimportance of the architecture is discussed in Ronald M. James and Elizabeth Safford
Harvey, Nevada's Historic Buildings: A Cultural Legacy (Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2009).
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Inn Edates overlodking the saoond farwey a the warlddass Desat I Galf Caurse The Desat Imn
wes thefifthcagno prapaty to be built dong the Las Veages Srip, ad wes the Srip's pramie resart
for ova a decade Although the resart wes thefir staountry dub community built in Las Veges it
wes nat arigndly desgned asa hausng desdgoment. Thefir sthames an the resart graunds ware for
the ue of ome ad dedagoar, Wilbur Clark, his exeautives and high rdlers induding Honerd
Hughes Desat Im Edates wes devdgpad in 1952, two yeer's afta the goaning o the Desart Imn
Cagno ad Resart. The 6 parads endrdead the gdf course to the eedt of the hatd, with goen desart
land beyond. A fewv yexs late, 15 interiar parads ware devdgoad unda the neme of Desat Imn
Edaes 2 The araage pacd 9ze wes 25 aore with dauble lats interpased. Desat In Edates wes
thefir stLas Veges dedgomat with modam architedturd desgn. As such, ndable individuals gpted
to build hames in the Edates induding Kedy Smith ad Bty Grable and ha husband, bandesder
Hary James Bdb Miller, Nevedds govamar fram 198 to 190, gev W in Desat I Edates

The modam desgn aesthdic gopedead to many, egpaeadly to Antanio and Hden Mordli.

The Maordli House wes built in 199 by Antanio Mordli, who desred a madem gyle for his hause in
the Desart Il Esates and adlabarated with the Sands Had add Casnds carpate faeaman, Ridard
Smdl. Taghe the wo men desgned and ultimatdy built the hause a 52 Cauntry Club Drive after
Las Veges archited Hugh E. Taylor drew the plans  Ridhard Smdl wes the meger carpater & the
Sands but hedo built ssverd augam hames in ton. Smdlfir stame to Neveda fran Matama
during the dgoressan to wak in the Siver mines a Siver Peek. Although hetravded badk to
Mantana, he reumead to Las Veges during Warld War 1l ad laer warked asthe carpante faaman &
the Nevada Teg Ste where he built dmdures usd in the aamic teg dhats

Ridhard Smdl's sn Midhad, wes a teanager when the Mardli Hause wes built. Midhad ad his
dde brahe Ridhard hdped thar fathe with the condmdion. Midhad Smdl recals aondmdion
ddails aswdl as aonversations with Mordli aoaut hisvison far his hame  Acoording to Smadll, the
Moardliswae influenced by Ruddf Sthindle's *window wal* houses in PAm Sorings ad Philip
Jahnan's "' Glass hausg' in Nev Canaen, Connadticut, Hden's hame tomn™ The Las Veges hause
wes to be comfartable ad caaud. Naurd wood wes impatant to Mordli, asit wes to Schindle.
Smdl redIsredang the redwoad caling three times befare Mordli wes satidfied.

That Ruddf Shindler sarved asingoiration for the Mordli Hause is goprgoriate snae Sthindler
devdgped his architedurd sylein the 1905 in the sy dimate of southem Califomia, an area that
hes drangy influencad Las Veges architedure far decedes Sthindler sdudied architedture ad
engnexing in his native Audria. Ingared by architedt Addf Loos Shindle came to the United
Saes in 1914  Disgppanted with America, Schindle wes planning to redum to Audriawhen he
sauraed apadtion a Fank Lloyd Wright's Tdiessn dudio In 1920 Wright sant Shindle to Los
Angdes to ovarsee aondmdion of the Bamsddl house knoawn taday as the Hdlyhodk hause Upan
aompleion o the Hdlyhodk housgs Schindler dayed in Califomia, goening his o pradice By

Midhad Smadll, parsond communication May 9, 2001
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1998 Shindler dedgpad a partiaular vison of architedture thet is refleded in Mordli's plans for his
hame " The sanse for the parogotion o architedure is na the eyes but living. Our life isits image™!
Philip Johnsn, an exrly prgoonat of the Intemationd Syle warked with the eerly madamid meda's
fraom Eurgoe induding Miesven da Rahe Walta Gropius Le Carbuser, and J.J.P. Oud, dang
with meda's fram the United Sates indudmng Schindler, ad his adleegue ad fdlow Audrian,
Ridhard Nautra Begnning in 1946, Jdhnsn undatok the building of his oan hame in Naw

Canaan, Cannettiaut thet would intarpre “the warship of dass we inherited fram [Gamen pionexr g
Shegbat ad Tat™* Jdnsn's ideds ared<0 refleded in the Mordli House 1 wes building an
Ameican hause | liketo g autdoars quickly, | rasd it [anly] two dgos aove the gromd..." !

Philip Jdnsn wat onto ahe desgn redms like pogmaodamism, but Sthindler, who died in 1963,
pradicd his at in the tampaae regans of southem Cdlifomia, as wel as the desat eviranmant of
Pdm Sorings with a dimate amilar to LasVegas Even his erly houses goartedfl atroofs with wide
overhangs and window walls to bring the autdoars in and mdd the building with the gte One of
Sthindle's desgn prindples wes thet nathing betied down, " Onee an archited begns towarry aoaut
tying things doan and about corred goadngs hearrives anly a fama harmanies and these have
littleto do with living" The Mardli Hause digolays this sanse of na bang tied dowvn, as Mordli's
vison wes to avad farmdism in ada to aeste a place far living, rathe then far dow.

The Mardli House drav upm the legedes of wo gest architeds and hdped edablish for Las Veges
atradition of digindive ad adventuraus architedure  Depite the fadt thet some inteyity wes logt
whan the hause wes movad fram its arignd location dang the Desart Imn Galf Courss the Mordli
Houseramans a ggnificant demat of Las Veges architedurd higory.

The madam gyle of the Mardli House wes redutionary for LasVeges Otha audam hames of the
timewae mady eqpandad randrdyle fams The Mordli Hause braught vauited oglings to the
desart and the aonagot of inteyaing the building with the ste partiaularly effective in a golf course
devdgpmant. InaMay 2, 201 tdgohane conversation, UNLYV prdfessr of architedture Janet
Whiteg intapraed the gte plan of the Mordli House ad its rdationghip to its setting. The windon-
wall facade fadng the galf course wes the frant of the hame - its maumetd facade The Ste wes
of the umad iImpartance to the Imdure aswere its prgoartions The arignd plans $ow a different
front arrangamant, with a 6faat-high blodk wall s in 2g-zags aegting a dynamic gopraech. The
pod wes built benind the wall, Sdtaed fram the drest. Mordli's naghbars built pods on the galf
oourse sde o thar hames providing no privecy far sMmma's ad intefering with the buildings
interplay with the gdf course Mardli undersoad the rdationship beweaan building and grounds and
bawen edeaias ad interiors headmired deen lines pared with eshenvad anamentd plantings

' McCoy 19801149150
" Webb 19436
' Webb 199435,
* McCoy 1980174175,
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Acxrding to Rdoat Fidden, a praminat archited in LasVegas ad Alan Hess a wdl-Hknoan
presrvaionid and writer oeddizng in Mid-Century Modam architedure the Mordli Hause
examplifies partiaularly in itsinteriors the Cdifomia Movemat of the American Inteamatiand

Sthad of thet gyle The Mordli Housefit sardhiteds McAleta ad McAleda's labd of
"Caotenpaay,’ andha tam for Ameican Intamationd, a daivaive o the Intamaiond gyle san
gnce the 191Gs in thewarks of R. M. Sthindle and Ridhard Neutral in Southem Califomia ad of the
intenationdly-knonn architedt, Frank Lloyd Wright! The Mardli House do meds the desgn intent
of "Pogpuluxe’ which autha Thames Hine desribes as ' fun, fadhionable fantadic ad futuridic” *
Direded by oma's Antanio and Hden Mardli, architedt, Hugh E. Taylar, inarparaed Mid-
Ceatury Madam festures in hisdesgn such as thewiddy overhanging eaves and eqoansve gass
windons' The modamid hausss of R. M. Sthlindle and the " Glass haus?'  of Philip Jdhnsmn
ingoired the Mardlisand Taylar. Acoording to Alan Hess the Mardli House isa " mature ad
exadlet desgn that illudrates the papularity and progressveness of Madem architedure in mid-
ontury Las Vegpgs'™!

Toqguae Hes "The higaric Antonio and Hden Mordli House presarved by the Juniar Lesgue of
Las Vegas.is avibrat reminda of the nevness gotimism ad gyle in Las Vags in the mid-
twentigh cantury. The hausgs bdd harizontd lines dass walls goen plan, ad naturd mateaids
ambady thefiindamentaltenants of [Mid-Cantury] Modam architedure and Madem living in thet

period.”

For nerly twaty years Antanio and Hden Mardli mede this modam hause thar hame In 1978
fdloming Antanids deeth, Hden sdd the hame to Kay Glenn. Glenn hed besn Honard Hughes
press sardary fran 1961 until the millionairés degth in 1976 For over twaty years Glen
meiauloudy mantained the hame and prgpaty. In 2000, Seve Wym purdiasd the Desart I with
the intant to dandish it, the gaf course ad the hames in the Desat I Edates  In 2001, the Junior
League resued ad rdocated the hause for rehablitation on thar Bridger Avanue parad.

Critaion A

The Mordli Hause is gmficant for the aritical rde its ovme played in devdgping a pasona for Las
Veges a6 an entatanmant cgpitd of the warld but because of the move of the amdure this
nomination does na argue for liging under Criterion A. The infarmation is presanted here for

" Dr. Rdoat Fidden, ad interview by Carde C. Tary, May 25, 2010, Alan Hess "A Nawv Architeture for a New
City." The Mordli Hause (Las Vages Juniar Lesgue of Las Veges 2008) 5. Lee McAleter ad Virgnia McAleter.
A Fidd Guide to Ameican Housss (New Yark: Alfred A. Knaopf, 1990 482

" Thamas Hine Populuxe (New Yak: Alfred A. Knapf, 1989 3B

' Taylar wesingoired by architect Wayne McAllide whan aeding thelarge hdtaing rodf & the Mordli House
atrance Hess "Architedure” 10

"'Hess "Architedure” 19
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anted only. Ananio Mardli s the sandard a the Sands Hald and Casno with aretivity, musca
pefedtion, and a dassy presantation, affedting how Las Veges dages wauld presat themsaves for the
rex of the aantury and into the nedt. In particular, Mordli played a rde in the ddaut of the " Rat

Padk," whichfir stpafamed on his dage

When Jak Entratter, presdant of the Sands Hatd and Caano, suggeted that Mardli rdacate to Las
Vegas the aondudar hed mudh to congder. In the pad Warld Wer 1l era, with the papularity of the
tdevison, the Ead Coed thester drauit wes dedining. Asa reault, anploymantt gopartunities in
traditiond thester ware baooming scarce Mordli assessad thet Las Veges migt be an uneqpedted
gopartunity wath pursuing Las Veges provided "a neMy minted relm of entatainmat,'” wheaan
Antonio Mardli wauld soon be known as " Maedro Mordli.”

During whet became histwanty year caresr in LasVVegas Mardli hdped trandam the aty into a
popular, highly+egarded entatainmant venue  Along with the adebrity heedling's Jadk Entratter
pranaed Mordli's Las Veges presance with regular billing an the Sands pylon Sgn reeding " Antanio
Mordli ad hisMusc' o " Antanio Mardli ad his Ordhedra” Pegile ameto knov Mordli. As
dated by a locd vocdig, it wes hard to miss him with "' his musadhe degant demeena and Caddy
Convetible Hewes ..an degant gatlamen inaur aty.**»

When Mardlifir starrived in toan, he redized, " the Sands wes the vy of the aher hads' with its
heedling's induding Frank Snatra, Dany Thameas Red Skdton, Lena Hame Deen Martin, and
Sy Davis Jr.* Mordli d<0o redized, thet the Sands 18mambar ardhedtra mey have bean the bed,
but it wes sSmply a brass band snoe™ dring sedions were nd thenam* in LasVegas. To me the
dring nesds of entataina's the Capa Roon Ordhetra wes augmated by up to 22 indmmeantdids™
Mordli sought to add a year+aund grings sadtion and with parsavsarance he suaossded. Union
musdan presdait Frank Leonedated this wes "the Sgnificance of Antanio Mordli.” '

Loca musdans o the Sands heyday in the 19805 and into the 19805 agred " playing & the Sands
wes the pinnade of an etataing’s carexr,” ad "they all wanted to be part of the Mordli
Orchedra"" Theadhedra leede provided giff damands maendding thet indmmentdids reed musc
indantly o "you ware aut the door"™* Nevathdess Mordli aoncaded to musdans with pramiss
espaadly drings playas Beattine Carimby, aloca vidinig and vida player, sared he audition
tara when Mardli requeted a scde o pafedfifthson the Vida, for which e wes unprepared to

" Ortwan, Dr.Dennis Written Tedimonid of Antanio Mordli, March 25, 2011

Deaoon, Maxing Wrritten Tetimonid an Antanio Mordli, March 2011

Frank Leong pandid, "Mordli and HisMudc" Las Veges Acadary, Auditarium, April 2 2000,
"Mordli," Pand Disousson.

Coffer, 20

Leone "Mordli,' Pand disousson.

Lene ad Mulidore agedd "' evaryane warted the job."

Ibid.
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play. Nevathdes de wes induded into the archedra asthe seoond vida player ' Caimby naed
ha illsimproved asa reat of pafaming with Mordli.

As Mardli grove to improve the Cgoa Room Ordhedrds levd of pafamancg hehaed unplessant
exdhangss with musdans resaitful of his unredidic demands who tended "t [tg] like him" * Some
musdans nea fargave him. In the Coffer intervien, Mordli ddicatdy addressad this issue
eqlaning when hefir starrived, mog Las Veges musdans 'ware yaung man fram the territary
bands ad smdler cammunities* N As the papularity o the toan grew, qudified musdans fram all
quarta's sought pastions in his Srip ardhedra and, by the mid 19805 ovar anethird o his playe's
weare" man with dagress in musc' who hed pafamed "in impatant ardhedras araund the world. "

The exading dandards to which Mordli hdd his musdans he do hdd himsdf. Asthe Sands
musc diredar, Mardli goat acongdaable time writing ardhetra arrangamants  Althaugh heedling's
braught musdd diredars with them, Mardli would write newv soores ar resompose an evenings
musca compastion to presat a bete, integraed praodudion. On aocason, the muscflowedeedly;,
a ahe times heddibaaed ova traublesome arrangamants until late a night. When an edendaed
efort became necessary, eech ardhedra playa migt recave a new part the fdloning day” Mordli
invdved himsdf knoning it wes his regponghility to enarre thet qudity produdions ware fegtured in
the Cgpa Room of the Sends knovn widdly as "the Jeand of the Srip. "™

Mardli isaedited an a muititude of dbums ™ for Somoom recordings of odebrity etatangs in the
Copa Room. Mardli'sdforts improved entataings pafamanass ad as dated by Haenae
Hendasn, Mardli mece ey $ov saam like goaening night. " The dons pafamed nightly in
the Cgpa Room. Cronds gatharad to ssewarlddfamaous odébrity heedling's an the ™ inimate deg8' ™M
To avad pafamanae midaos Mardli wes atunaed to the digoostion o his sdads ad pafameas
Madli darad this draegy: "When I'm aonduding far a dar ...I tak to him twanty minutes befare
the pafamance | wat to hear the sound o his vace See how hefeds Has he esten tco mud?
Missd dinng? Any o these things can influence a pafamance | wat to coardinate my thinking

Caimby.Berting "Mardli and His Mudc' 2008 Pandig Ken Hanlon ateted to Bartings exagationd tdat as a
vidinig and vida player.
A Mulidore Jmmy, "Mardli." Prodar, Cark. Ord rexdledion of muddan's fedings Tdegohane Canversttion. March
12 2011
N Coffer, 20. Reddig written tesimonidl.
A Coffer, 2021 Readdies written tetimonid mekes it deer ove time Mardli regeted the dagh he hed with some of
these man he ame to repedt.
' Coffer, 2L
A "Mordli,' Program, 10
" "Sands Had:  Legands of the Copa Room* <http:/Amww.enwikipediaargwiki/Sands Hatd (acoessed April 10,

2017).

A Coffer, 2L

" Ken Hanlon gated that with the dages phydad dhape drinke's dang the sde ware within dose pradmity of the
playas Hanlon, "Mardli and His Musc" LasVeges Acadamy Auditarium, April 2, 2000,
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with thet of the artig; fed with him; identify with his mood*~  In this way, the Maedro found fewv
rprises onee a pafamance darted. Mordli hed aontrd and this wes impartant because "when he
wes an dage it wes his world. "

Althaugh there ware mary goaedd mamats far Mardli leeding the Copa Room Ordhedra, his mod
publiazed oocagan wes in 1980 when Frank Snatra, Deen Martin and Sy Dawvis Jr. janed Joey
Bishap ad Paea Lavad in Las Veges far three wasks whilefilmingOasan's Eleven. Amazingly,
thiswes thefir sttime these man pafamead tagghe on dage Thegaup attitled thar Cgoa Room
adlaboration: TTie Simmit a the Sands  In Sat orde, the gaup wauld be knoavn as the Rat Padk.

The neme snitch wes nad well recaved by Frank Snatra because as it wes eqolained in an artide by
the snga's younga daughta Ting, "Ra Pak” iswhet Lauren Bacdl hed dubbad the dally, visting
friends o he aling hustend, Humphrey Bogart”* Ydt, for whatess reasn, the Rat Padk name sudk
and, mare impartantly, the ndable graup - in its Sands egegpmat and with Mordli leeding the
ardhedra - basame famous unde the add maonike.

During this time as Hden Mardli recounted to Masani, the Rat Padk gopeared nightly a the Sands
"[They] waould do two dons ... ad they goat the whde time playing tridksan ae anahe ' The
audiencss wae atthrdled. Phaoggohs dgaid atall, amiling, degantly mudadhiosd Mordli on dage
in front of his ardhedra, laughing a the Rat Padk's doaning and dage antics”™ Thiswes ae o the
maog sucoesdiil adlabarations of Mardli'scares and the phaay gohs indicate his anereness thet
something wondaful wes ooourring These images became intamationdly famaus

Phaoygohs of the Rt Padk an stageirw Snatra and Mardli ganding as dose adleegues hovess,
this wes na aways the case As written in the Raview Journd's nens artide " Sanding Ovation,” the
two dten "lodked hams'™ Aseach men hed baoome acoudamead to contrdling aha's persondity
dissgeamants wae eqpadaed. Naiably, even with Frank Snatra, Maetro Mordli dood his ground.

Additiond phaiog gohs dooumat a multitude of adeorations and ndenathy cocasans for the
adedra leeder. Two inganaes provide examples One cacason wes the odéoration of the Sands
twdfth anniverssry with adebority guet sar Damy Thames a Cgpa Room favarite A phdoggon
depids a beeming Thames Entratter, and Mardli with an dabarae cake dgaiding the Sands Resart
as it wauld gopear with its planned 17-dary tone, janing the meny multi-gory Srip resarts built

A 1bid.
A Carimby, "Mardli  pend disousson.
A Nemmen, Mdinda, " Tina Snara Lamans the Loss o He Dad Frak ad the Desth of Rt Pack Codl," <ht”™:/Aww.
inner.com > (accesed Feoruary 14, 20110).
N Masani, 2
Higorica phaog”™h an digolay in Maordli Hause
¥ "Qanding Ovatians', Las Vages Reviav Joumal, April 2, 2000, At the "Mardli and HisMusc' event, Jmmy
Mulidare dexritted afev gparring inddents bewean Snatra and Mordli.
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ata 1982 A ssaond oocadan s bdieved to have coourred in 2981 when Presdant Lyndan
Johnsn visted Las Veges during thefinal days of his dedion campaign agang Barry Gddweter.
Mardli wes phaoygohed with Presdant Lyndon Jdnsn ad Nevadds two pramingt U.S,
Smaas Honvard Camion ad Alan Bible No ahe individuds gopearaed in the famd phatagrgph.

An uneqated privilege for Mardli in leeding the Capa Room Ordhedra Ordhetra wes the
gopatunity to interadt with a pillar of the Eag Coed musaa acommunity. In the eerly 19805
Lenard Bandan, the Musc Diredar of the Nav Yark Philharmanic, arrived for stheduled
pafamancss a the Las Veges Cavantion Center. During his vidgt, Mordli invited Bamdean to his
hame far dinng when the two goparantly disoussad the ilHnannered neture of the wetam audience
Though Bamngan wes initialy embarrassad ad inquited thet audience mamba's ware nd daticnary
during his aoncarts he dhose to overlodk the unintended dights He surmisad it wes of gester
impartance to gopredate thet these artidicaly-deprived musc patrans ware aoming vduntarily to hear
him. Mordli ateted (fo Cdffer) that Bangan's wards regarding the Wed's ladk of auiturd
eqaare dragy afeded him” This convearsstion perhgps revenvad Maordli's resdve to aontinue
with his imeaonsuming pgp conaa'ts far the pegple of LasVeges (s disousson bdowv unde
Criteion B).

Beddes Bandan, ahas visted Mordli'shame On wakeds ad fdlonmng pafamanass drip
heedlinea's musdans praminat locals adleegues ad tressred friends diten aongecgted & the
Mardli Hause Jmmy Mulidare admitted "the parties ware tmly magnificat”” Mordli loved
inviting pegple to his hame Hebdievad his dwdling ddinaed his essance and wes "ae o the
geget ddlengss o [hg life"™* Mazart, the poodle geged vistars a the doar, while Hden
prgoared meds in the uitramodam kitchen. On these cocasons pafamea's diten gathered to reéhegh
pafamanass o to adlabarate on musaa aompastions  During the day, it wes nd uncammaon for
Mardli tofindan evening dinng guest playing the ssaond hde dang the farway beind his home™
The Mardli House became an etetainmantt aata for the muscd iaons who etatained Las Veges

The assodation o the Rat Padk with the Mardli Hause is by virtue of the impartance o Maordli to
the arign o the ad. Othawiss the aonnedion o the hause to the Rat Padk is wesk, but it survives
as the bet aurviving resource assoaated with this nationdlyfamous entertainment phanameanon.

* Higaric phaoggph on digolay & Mordli House The Sands Hatd, as arigindlly built, wes a sndeday rexat.
" Alvarez, Brian. LVCVA, veified phaog”™h archives 1o cagno sgns weaaoming Lyndan Jdnsn to toan Oddoe,
1954 Mach 4, 2011
N Coffer, 5
AN Mulidore "Mardli" pand disousson.
N Mordli wesr efer ringthe thrill of warking with his hands Coffer, 22
"Sads Had: Legands of the Capa Raom" <hittp:/Awwvenwikipediaargwiki/Sends Had (aooessed April 8,
2011).
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Beddes the Mardli Houss ane aha surviving resaurce is knoan to have limited assogation with the
Rat Padk. On June 20, 193, thre= mambas o the Ra Padk - Frank Snatra, Deen Martin, ad
Samy Davis Jr. - pafamed a the Kid Opaa Hause in . Louis Missouri, the anly time
mamba's o the Rat Padk pafamed togahe on tdevison. Thetdevison gopeerance didified the
mythic gatus of the Rat Pack in the pgpular inind, but the Capa gage wes the mag iinpartant place in
asodation with the legand of the Rat Padk. The Kid Opara Hause wes liged in the Nationd Regge
d Hidoric Plactes on Feoruary 11, 2000, Its assodation with the Ret Pak is limited because anly
three mambea's pafamead thae and anly on ane aocason, but the resource hes sgnificance because of
its assogation with the anly tdevisad pafamance of the Rat Padk, dbat with anly part of the group.
The pafamanass a the Sands ad in assodation with Mordli wes samind and thedae of gester
impartance Unfartunatdy, the Sands wes dendished, leaving the Mardli Hause as a unique
wrvivar o this Las Veges dary, which quickly atained nationd sgnificance

In 1987, the Las Veges S publishe. Hak Greangoun, farvantly prodaimed thet the Sands wes the
"resat that mede Las Vages fanous ¢ Although earlier casnos goaenad dang the Srip ad
establided the carridar as acante of gaming and entartainmant, the goaning of the Sands on
Deambe 15 1922 coourred when the aty bagen an unpresdanted pariod of vistar and Srip
aongmdion goath. Theimpresive lig of hads an the Srip during these dary days is as fdlows
Dunes (195b), Rivigra (19655), Hadada (1966), Trapicana (1957), Sardus (1959), Cataneys
(1963), Caesrs (1959), Aladdin (1966), Ciraus Ciraus (1989 ad the off drip hatds Landmark
(190 ad Intamatiand (1969), whidh wes renamed Hilton Had in 1971 Of the key hatds built
fram 19% to 1971, anly the Sahara the Riviera, the Trgpicana, Caesrs Ciraus Circus ad the
Hilton ramain, ad savad o these are likdy to be dendided in the neer ftiture.” *!

The Sands damination of the Srip could na leg. AsLas VVeges Baulevard ad its magnificat hads
began to thrive vistars and heedling's eqlared nev venues It wes no daut hurttil to bah Entratter
and Maordli when for example Deen Martin, who wes gven a minarity sharehdde’s intared,
antraded a the Rivira o when Frank Snatra aontraded with Caesars Pdacs’ Nonghdess with
donificant casno ad aty advances within a dat peiad o timeg bah Entrater and Mardli were
ingmmentd in the groming dature and papularity o the Las Veges Srip warldwide

Critaion B

Antonio Mordli, wes bam July 22, 193 in Rodhete, Nav Yark, soading his youth in Erie,
Pams/vania Hisfathe, Cesre Carlos Mordli, a prafessxr offinearts ad a symphawy flautist

;)%e&mn Hak, edita’'s adumn, Les Veags Sn 1987, <t Awwissecpsnaomhiday, @@aesed Mad 20

Higay, Las Vi Caano mep Les Vs Sn <hiiplesagpsnaomhidary, @aesed Mad 15 2011). Theks
to Mided G@efﬁasstarrewm this maeteid.

* Ken Hanon, tdgdhone aonvarsstion with Silly Ryardit, Mardh § 2011
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provided the young Mardli eerly training in vidin and piano. In 1914, Mordli's fatha tadk him to
Itay whare hewauld reman far 11 years to pursue gudies a Milan'sSn Cdso Military Acdamy
ad the Royd Consyvaaries of Mudgcin Milan and Pame'r Maordli redumed to the Sates in 195
beare his21' birthday and became the pianis for aconaat gaup & a had resat an the Ead Coed.
Moaordli soat the nedt years travdling to Dalas Denver, New Orleans Chicago, axd New Yak to
aondud thester ad advicadhedras For two ssesns he savad as musda diredar of the . Louis
Mugd Opaa In 19385 while asgding as adhedra leede far the neMy goened RKO Pdace
Thester in Albany, New Yark, he married Hden Cdllins Maordli aontinued to "trad the
atetanmeant drauit..guest aonduding for the pit ardnetras & Wama', Paramaunt, RKO, Pantages
Swubat ad ahe thester dhains when dage s dill acoompenied the movie festure  Inthe
Coffer intervien, Mardli naed the muscas he aonduded for the Shubets "*High Buttan Shoes with
Eddie Foy; Soring in Braal, with Milton Berle Uiree to Meke Reedy, with Ray Bdger. Taudh arui
Go; Vidor Habet's Eilean; Friml's Vagabad King, Bdhamian Girl; ad may ahes.'"" He
enjoyed his life because thae wes ' nahing like the exdtamat of a Breedway qoaning' "/

Degite the exdtamat of life, lifeitsdf wes painful for Mordli. Mordli lived with badk pain,

arthritis and burstis the ssring pain o these afflictions frequantly left hm bedridden. On ae
oocadan he underwat mgar surgary, whidh, as hetdd Coffer, confined him to his hame far farty
weks Maordli usd the time to aampose musc " This pearicd encompassad some o the mgar
aooomplismants o his carear, induding sudh acommissans as writing the musc for three $ons a the
Canadian Nationd Exhibition in Taranto in assodation with Leon Leonidaff, seniar praduce & Redio
City Musc Hdl" " He wes &dle to do whet he loved while his bady recovered. During this time
Mordli adgated his tradamark look, which would meke him famaus in Las Veges  the aourtly
mudadhe with waxed pendl-tip endpants AsMaordli dgpad his caresr, hedo dgpad his idattity.

Mordli's captivation with Las Veges wes reamarkadle gven hisfir stencounter in the desart. In 1963
Mordli travded to Southam Nevada with the Olssn and Jdhnson camedy teem. During thar Veges
dopover, the bloMng winds aggavated his dlerges ad causad savare dsomfat'** Mordli became
anare d the tribulations of arid living, ad wes rdieved to reum to Newv Yak City. Hoveve, this
wes N to behis lad trip to Nevada. Fdloning disoussans & the Capacsbana Club, Jadk Entratter,
presdat o the Sands Hatd, offered Mordli the resort's covdled muscd diredar's podtion. Far the
dasscd condudar, the plum o thisflatter ingprgoosa wes the Cgpa Room Ordhetra™

Hess Haue Essay, 2

Ibid.

Ibid.
“Ibid., 21.

Cdffer, 2216, "Mardli and HisMudc" Prayam, Juniar Leegue of Las Veges Las Vages Acdary Auditarium,
April 2, 2009, 3.
N Hess Alan, "A Naw Architeture far a New City." The Mordli House Juniar Leegue of Las Veges3. Cdffer, Hdane
L., "Antonio Mordli: Fram Braedwey to Les Vegas" Sagg Summa, 196722

Hess3.
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Degite his eerlier desat eqaianos Mordli tantativdy acogoted Entratta’s prgposd ad in the
smma o 1954 heflewto Las Vages to eqilare the feeghility o enploymat. As Mardli
disambarked the arplane he wes greded by the unrdanting 117 degyee smme hest. Mardli
disoovad the dy hest dleviated his aangant arthritic pain. He wes thrilled and in a tdgohane
aonve sation with Hden, prodamed he nea fdt beta. Miraaculousy, the desat provided arexite
fram the sraess o his jaints* The hedth bendits dane weare ressm to rdocate to Las Veges
Entrater and aha casno goeraas ware ddignted Maordli would consde thar dffer, as they
bdieved the Srip's eoconamic gonmh reguired atrading the Eagam dite ad a higrend audience™
The casno qoaaas bdieved Mardli's degant presanae ad pdished mame an the Cgpa Room
dage would counter negative mmars aébaut Las Veges ad would entice wedthy, educated tourids
As Hess assated in his artide "Maordli tmly rgoresanted anev icon for the aty: amen vay unlike
the roughe, gangde typefigur espapularly partrayed as meking up Old Veges'” Bill Reddie a
longime Las Vages aamposr and mugdan, who would ultimatdy suaossd Mardli as the Sands
musc diredtar, cammatted an the Maedras gopesrance when he arrived in the aty: "With his waxed
maoudache wawy white har ad autharitative demneanar, Mardli) gave ae the impresson o
someone who hed bemn lifted ait of the 19° canry and saoméow plunked doan in Las Veges™

Thaugh Mardli's didinguidhed lodk and impeccable aedantids weare in order, the casno qperatars
aonfidence in his innate ability to drav awedthy aoad wes tenuous It wauld nd be essy to Offst
the paagotion thet aime sndicates meneged many o the saven " luaury” maar inns - the Sahara, El
Randho, Thunderbird, Nev Frontier, Desat Inn, Sands ad the Hamingo - dang Fifth Sred (eka

Las Vages Bivd a "the Srip"')** Furthemare Las Vages wes paaaved as aha, dugy, andead
garish acommunity, only acogatable far the domtoan's country wetem aonvd. There remanad the
guedion if such unplessant dharaderidics wauld be tderable to the Srip's paentid merkd badk Ead.
Even Hden, who uitimatdy embracad the desat lifestyle dffered aritical refledions abaut the early
aommunity. Se desribed the Srip as awild, twolane na tadly paved, rcedway ladking lights and
dgnas Se wes d qunad that each cagno had its on "sanver plat” aulminating in foul smdls
al ovea the dty whan "the wind [blen]... the wrag way:'" The desat dty's rauch lifestyle mixed
with taudhes of damaur ad ditter, perhgps burdening it with whet Hess rdared to as an

" unflattering nouvesur ichpeaagation” To lure pegple wetward, Mardli nesded magc in his
condudar's batan. In hindsght, Mardli's ares wes indesd magcal.

NVMm%arry written oy o ad inenviev d Hdan Madi 532 Carry Cub Lane Desat Im Edates Las Vears
. Ma 1941
Pad dsison & "Madi ad Hs Muad! nael the dowrionn Gancs dav in a noe welsn cond ad

t&efipm@b&kaiﬁemzﬂlyﬁ@ﬂbtw&sad%naﬂere%%nm ater the Cooaae
" Hes 4
Redde Bill, eval tetimaonid o Ao Mardli. Mad 13 20D
*o "Hiday - Les Vagps' Las Vags Sn <hiipwwwiesepsnarnihiday> (@oesed Ma 2 2010).
" Masn, 5
Hes "Arditeture’, 3
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 51 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

11 667432 4003867
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries ofthe property.)
The National Register boundaries for the Morelli House include the .51-acre parcel identified as Assessor's Parcel
Number 139-34-701-002, Clark County, Nevada.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The National Register boundaries for the Morelli House conform to the parcel on which the house is sited.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Junior League of Las Vegas together with Ronald James and Sara Fogelquist, NV SHPO

organization date September 20, 2011

street & number 861 East Bridger Avenue telephone  702-822-6536

city ortown Las Vegas state Nevada Zipcode 89101
e-mail

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

 Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

+ Continuation Sheets

« Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
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Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

See Continuation Sheet.

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Junior League of Las Vegas
street & number 861 East Bridger Avenue telephone 702-822-6536
city ortown Las Vegas state Zipcode _ 89101

Papenworfc Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for Nsting or determirte eiigibiiity for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimatad Burden Statement: Pt4>lic reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 0. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Name Mordli House
City: Las Vaps

Caunty: Clark

Sae Needa
Phaoggohe: Rex Windam
Dae 2000

Dexxiption: Exteriar, frant fapade looking narth.

Numbea: G00L
NV Clak Mardli House 0001

Name Madli Hause
City: Las Vaps

Caunty: Clark

Sae Needa
Phaoggoha: Rex Windam
Date 200

Dexription: Exteior, front facade looking narth.

Numbea: Q0P
NV Clak Mardli House Q02

Name Madli House

City: Las Verps

Caunty: Clark

Sae Neada

Phaogygohe: Re< Windam

Date 2000

Dexription: Interiar, foya with partition.
Numbe: G008

NV Clak Mordli House G003

Name Mordli House

City: Les Vagps

Caunty: Clark

Sae Needa

Phaaogygohe: Rex Windam
Date 2000

Dexription: Interiar, living room.
Numbe: G004

NV Clak Madli House Q04

(Expires S-31-2012)

Mordli House

Name of Property

Clark County

County and State

NA

Warne of multiple listing (if applicable)
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Name Maodli Hause
City: Les Vaps

Caunty: Clark

Sae Needa
Phaoggoha: Rex Windan
Dae 2000

Desxiption: Interiar, living raom and dining room.

Numbea: 00b
NV Clack Mordli House Q0B

Name Mordli House
City: Las Veges

Caunty: Clark

Sae Neada
Phaoggoha: Rex Windam
Date 2000

Dexription: Interiar, dining raom with partition.

Numbea: 0006
NV_Clark Mordli Hause 0006

Namne Mordli House

City: Las Vegs

Caunty: Clark

Sae Nevada

Phaoggohe: Rex Windam

Dae 2000

Dexription: Interiar, breskfag nodk.
Numbe: 0007

NV Clark Mardli House 0007

Name Maodli House

City: Las Veagps

Caunty: Clark

Sae Needa

Phaaygoha: Rex Windam
Date 2000

Dexription: Interiar, kitchen.
Number: 0008

NV Clark Mordli House G00B

(Expires 5-31-2012)

Morelli House

Name of Property

Clark County

County and State

NA

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)
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Name Madli Hause

City: Les Vaps

Caunty. Clark

Sae Needa
Phaoggohe: Rex Windam
Date 2000

(Expires 5-31-2012)

Mardli House

Name of Property

Clark County

County and State

NA

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Desription:  Interiar, kitdhen, lodking into foyer ad dining room.

Numbe: Q00D
NV Clak Mordli Hause 00

Name Modli House

City: Les Vaps

Caunty: Clark

Sate Ne/ada

Phaoggohe: Re< Windam

Dae 2000

Dexxiption: Inteiar, meda bathroom.

(Reoat repairs to damegrd tile na rfleded in phatagyrgph.)

Numbe: G010
NV _Clark Maordli House 0010

Name Madli House
City. Las Veges

Caunty: Clark

Sae Needa
Phaoygpha: Rex Windam
Dae 2000

Desription: Interiar, mege bathraom faucd with " AM™ manayam.

Numba: Q011
NV Clak Mordli House Q011

Name Modli House

City: Las Veges

Caunty: Clark

Sae Neada

Phaoggohe: Rex Windam

Date 2000

Desxiption: Interiar, guet bathraom.
Numbe: Q012

NV Clak Mardli House Q012
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Additional Imeges

Antonio Mordlli
Unknown date
NV Clak Mordli Houe h

Senator Alan Bible, Antonio Morelli, Presdent Lyndon B. Johnson, Sanator Howard Canon
194
NV_Clark_Morelli House 2

Antonio Mordli and the Copa Room Orchesra
Unknown dete
NV _Clark_Mordli House 3

Jack Entratter, Danny Thomas, Antonio Morélli & the 12¢ Anniversary of the Sands
194
NV_Clark Mordli House 4

Dean Martin, Antonio Morelli, Frank Sinara
1960s
NV Clak Mordli Houe 5

Don Rickles, George Bums, Mr. and Mrs. Nat King Cole, Carlos Gastd, Antonio Morelli
1960s
NV Clak Mordli House 6
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Possible location
of Morelli House

F 1950 36 3NG4 5.0 Wae il 6iltye alt 1 i8564

Desert Inn Golf Course and subdivision in 1977,
showing Country Club Drive above Country Club
Lane in the southeast corner. (Google Earth)
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Morelli House, 52 Country Club Drive, Las Vegas, NV, 1977
North side of road, last house on east. (Google Earth)
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1. Name Of Property

historic name  Morelli House
other names/site number 52 Country Club Drive

2. Location

street & number 861 East Bridger Avenue not for publication
city ortown Las Vegas vicinity

state Nevada code county Clark acde C3 Zpoode 891015530

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property *C. meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide ,J\oca\ \ /
Signature of certifying ofQdal/Titte Date

/

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Govemment
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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Cammants
Evauation/Return Shedt
Property Name: Morelli House
Property Location: LasVegas, Nevada
Reference Number: 11001086
Dateof Return: 2712

Resson for Return

This nomination is being retumed for additional information, because of questions about the
application of Criterion C, the integrity of the property, and certain omissions. Specific
comments about the nomination follow.

Background

The housewas built in 1959 inthe Desart Inn Edtates subdivision, where it overlooked the

Desart Inn Golf Course. The subdivision was developed on aparcd of land bordered by Country
Club Lane, Paradise Road, Wilber Clark Di East Road (or East Desart Inn Road), and Koval
Lane. Country Club Drive ssemsto have entered the development near the south boundary,
from the et of f of Paradise Road. Fifteenlots were crested onthese"interior” parcels as
"Desat Inn Eqtates 2.

TheMorelli House appearsto have been the eesternmaogt house on the north side Country Club
Drive, overlooking the golf course from the south. The nomination indicates the swimming pool
was dted a the front of the house, allowing for an unobstructed view of the golf course from the
reer levation. The nomination claimsthat the "view through the living room's expangve glass
windows blurred the distinction between indoors and outdoors' (p. 7-5). The housewas
designed to takefull advantage of the view toward the second fairway.

The proposed construction of the bigger Wynn Country Club on the dte of the Desart Inn Golf
Course and subdivision resulted inthe remova of al houses on Country Club Drive. The Junior
League of Las Vegas decided to move and restore the Morelli House in 2001, because of its
excellent Modem design and because the move was feasible due to certain practical
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consgderations. TheMorelli House ssams to have been the only house on Country Club Driveto
have been saved. It was moved to 861 Eadt Bridger Avenuein Las Vegas.

Pointsto Reconsder

1 TheMorelli House isagood example of Modem architecture in LasVegas, nominated a the
locd level of significance under Criterion C. However, the loss of integrity due to its greetly
dtered setting and its move from the dte that dictated its desgn compromises itseligibility in
termsof thiscriterion. Eligibility under criteria A and B, however, may bejustifiable.
Pease follow the guidance provided in the National Register Bulletin How to Apply the
National Regigter Criteriaf or Evaluation and congmct an eligibility statement bassd on A,
B, or both, as gppropriate.

2. Even with the application of criteria A and B, questions regarding integrity must be
addressed.  The nomination isfrank in stating that the house "suffersaloss of integrity
having been relocated from its original location™ (p. 7-5). The East Bridger Avenue location
is adjacent to two National Register properties, the LasVegas High School (built in 1931)
and the LasVegas High School Neighborhood Historic District, which encompasses houses
of roughly the same period as the high school. The Morelli House isthe only Mid-Century
Modem house inthe vicinity of the historic district, according to the nomination, but itis
consdered to complement other higtoric buildingsin the district (p. 7-7). This dte
"harmonized with the history of the Morelli House," according to the nomination (p. 7-5),
because of the high school's emphads on performing and visua arts. Antonio Morelli wasa
nationdly known band leader who promoted education in the arts (p. 7-7). This point ssams
Soeculative, but if it can be documented that Mr. Morelli directly influenced this school,
please explain. Otherwise, this argument should be dropped or minimized. However,
Morelli's significance as aband leader should be emphasized if Criterion B isapplied. It
mug be demondrated thet this house best represents his years of achievement for B to apply.
The significanceof the Morelli years in the house in teemsof Las Vegashistory, particularly
the entertainment  history, should be demondrated for Criterion A to apply.

3. Describe how the new site presarves the integrity of the building, even though it is much
different fromthe original site. On Country Club Drive the Morelli house was adjacent to
other houses on roughly quarter acre lots, creating a partially suburban setting. This point
may berdevant. A circular drive now dominates the nartow front yard. Aerial photos show
smilar drivesa some housesin the origina neighborhood.

4. Describehow the loss of views and vistas hes been accommodated a the new ste. The
particularly important view from the back, over the second fairway, has been replaced with a
view of aparking lot and amulti-story gpartment building. The nomination clams thet "at
itsnew location & 861 East Bridger Avenue, the rear faBade faces the new site's northem
perimeter. TheMorelli House again blends with its environment” (p. 7-5). However,
blending with any environment was not the design srategy; capturing the golf course view
was pivotal. Y ou might explain how landscaping in the back yard provides anaturd vista or
screen from the back of the house. Given current codes regarding lawns and plantingsin Las
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Vegas, it may not be averdant view, but perhgpsit servesto minimize the nearby
congimction.

5. Describe how the integrity of the house is adequate, even though parts of the original house
and gte features could not be moved or replicated and anew wing ssemsto have been added.
There ssams to be an addition on the esst Sde thet is not described inthe nomination. Please
explain if thiswing was constmcted after the house was moved to East Bridger Avenue or if
it ispart of the origina house. What isthe year of constmction for the wing? Please ssnd a
photogragph of this elevation and other devations. Only aportion of the front elevation was
submitted; views of the sides and back and afull view of the front were not submitted.

The Morelli House may be eligible for the National Regidter, but the nomination nesdsto be
modified and strengthened, as described above, to convey itseligibility. Please call me a 202-
354-2252 if you have any questions.

Barbara Wyait, Historian
National Register of Historic Places
202-354-2252



NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 e i ' 7t'~"'n)

RECEIVED 2280

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

_ _ - APR 17,2012
National Register of IHistoric Places
Registration Form NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NATIONALPARKSERVICE

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Kegister yullfilin, How
to Complete ttie National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for
"not applicable." For functions, architecturai classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the
instructions. Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1. Name of Property

historic name Morelli House

other names/site number 52 Country Club Drive

2. Location

street & number 861 East Bridger Avenue not for publication
city ortown Las Vegas vicinity

state Nevada code county Clark code zip code 89101-5539

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this » nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards
for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide Nocal
[3- 22
)
Date

State or Federal agencyf/bureau or Tribal Govemment
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting offictal Date
Title state or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby certify that this property Is:

entered in the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register

determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper [ Date of Action
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Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

private building(s) 1 buildings

public - Local district sites

public - State site structures

public - Federal structure objects

object 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register
NA NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

) ) ) (Enter categories from insfructions.)
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC/SINGLE DWELLING SOCIAL

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

) ) ] (Enter categories from insfructions.)
(Enter categories from insfructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE
walls: STUCCO, WOOD, CONCRETE BLOCK

MODERN

roof: TROPICOOL (CRUSHED ROCK)

other:
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Morelli House Clark County, Nevada
Name of Property County and State

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

See Continuation Sheet.

Narrative Description

See Continuation Sheet.
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DESCRIPTION

In 1959, Antonio and Helen Mordlli built their home a 52 Country Club Drive within the confines of
the prestigious Desat lim Edtates, overlooking the world-class Desat Irm Golf Course. In 2001, to
save the home from demoalition, afate thet befell the other homes within the Edates the Morelli
House was rdocated to aparcd a Ninth Street and Bridger Avenue. At its new location, the Morelli
Houseis owned and operated by the Junior Leegue of Las Vegas, which fathfiiUy mantans the 1959
gopearance of the home while rehabilitating it as an office, evatt space, and higory mussum ad
gdlery.

The 1959 "dream housg" begen with careful plaiming in 1958. Morelli collaborated with Richard
Small, a carpenter foreman and colleegue & the Sands, to desgn the new home Findly, with the
desgn edablished, Morelli retained Las Vegas architect, Hugh E. Taylor, to draw the plans. Mordlli
and Smd| dedicated two years to plaming and congmcting the modem resdence. Thoughtful
preparaions and atention to detall disinguished the home from othersin the Edates. The rear fagede
faced north, overlooking the golf course and its sprawling lawvns. While other svimming poadls in the
Edaesweare in the backyards, the Mordlli pool was placed drategicdly in the front yard, hidden from
the dret by a cemant-block wall and tropica plantings. Where the neighbors backyard view of the
golf course weas olbsmcated with svimming pools, the Morelli backyard presented an uncbsmcated
view. From the golf course, the Morelli House gopeared unified with the landscepe

The resulting home wes ultras-modem for its day and in a sanse continues to defy architecturd
classfication. In some regards, the Morelli Housef i tsarchitects McAlester and McAlester's
"Contemporary™" subtype.  Theflat-roofedsubtype of Contemporary is aderivaive of the earlier
Intemationd style, referred to as American Internationd.’ The house meds the design intent of
Populuxe, which according to author Thomas Hine indudes qudities as "fim, fashionable, fantadlic,
andfiituristic."” According to Nationd Regiger Bulletin 16A, modem movemat syles might be
classfied as Intemationd Style, Miesian, New-formaism, Bmtalism, Neo-expressoniam, or Ranch
dyle. However, none of these descriptions are excdlusvely gpplicable. It is known from individuas
employed in the congmction of the house thet the Mordllis were influenced by R. M. Schindler, who
built modemist housesin southera Califoraia, and by Philip Johnson, who buih the Glass House
(liged as a Nationd Historic Landmark, 1997) in New Canaan, Coimecticut, Helen Morelli's hame
town. Drawing upon the influencesof thefirst haf of the twentieth century, the term to best describe
the Morelli Houseissmply "Modem.” Not that "Modem" isdl that Smple, draving on diversead
often dradtic responses from American and European, to anew ege

Despite relocation, the Morelli House retans its origind massng and fenedtration. Essentidly
rectangular in plan, the overdl gopearance of the Morelli House islong and low, blending into the

' Lee McAlege ad VirginaMcAlese. A Fidd Guide to Amaican Housss (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990) 482.
A Thames Hine RPopuuxe (New Yark: Alfred A. Knopf, 1989 38.
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landscepe Theflatroof is covered with aashed white radk. The architedurd plans identify the ter-
andgasd rod & " Tropicod with 2 inch gavd aurface™ It is essumed thet Tropicod isa trade
name athaugh condusve evidence hes na bean found. The aadhed rokk ditters in the sunlight.

The rodf compliments the Madem gyling of the house ad provides reducad surfece tempaaure The
widdy-overhanging eaves are supparted by eqoosad redwood beams Naturd dain provides aontrast
agpng the pde gay o the wdls ad the white of the rodk roof. The wall surface is guco aswel as
panted redwood with vertica battens which countaad the dradurés edrame harizontdity. In
svad plaosss dang the front goproedch of the house walls are sreaned with deacorative goanrwark
amat blodks A rav of windons tap the srens  Bawen thetgp of the sreen ad the eaves is an
aea idantified asa cdlay by the architedt. The deoorative acamatt blodk sreans have bemn
gopraoriatdy recondraded fdloning the rdocation add complee the front facade

The wdll of the rear fgpade congds o varticd wood oan the autsde of the kitdhen and a amdl €l
which atains the meger beckoom and edands a fewv fedt ped the rear wall. Bawean the badraom
and the kitdhen is a bark offloor -to-ceilingdass pands induding a diding dass doar, which aeste
the living raam wdl. A aconarde patio edads the lengh o the rer devation ad is covared partidly
by brced eaves The patio replicates the foatprint of patio a the arignd ste  Faur ftituristiced
lightfixtur esheng fram the beams with amdle matdhing soonass atadhed to the mdad framenark of
thewindons The windoas and doors aresd into duminum frames ad areathe fixeda dida's
The edeiar doos festure full dass pands with the exagotion of the redwood dauble entry doars

The double entry doars painted ' rdoin's egg blueé'  goen to the foyer, whidh is sgoarated fram the
living and dining room by a redwood panded partition desgned to concedl a aoet dost oan the entry
gde ad to reved chinaand adlettibles an the dining 9de The foyer rdains the arignd 198 feding
ad goperance The arignd vinyl compastion tile ramains with a Gresk-key desgn in the comea's
MadJi's cardul ddalls in the foye aontinue thraughaut the hause

Hanking the double entry doars in the foyar are pands of adared at dass with araughly aorragated
"randrgp’ o "terdrqo’ tedure Abovethe doors a leeded-dass pand stuates the Mordli Hause
within the higary of Las Vegas The pand wes aegted by locd artig 1sabd Piczd who aso desgnad
the windows far the Mid-Century Madem Guardian Angd Cathedrd of Las Vegas whidh wes
aondraded in 1963 The duming pand wes gven to the Mardlisin recognition of thar
vduntezrism ad suppat of the Cathdic Churdh community, induding acommissaning the windoas
far the Cathedrd. The atwark and its s/mbdisn of ganerasty ddine the entrance of the hame

Adjaoat to the foyer isthe kitdhen, complele with breskfag nadk ad utility arear The dean lines

ad efident ue of goace ddine the modam kitdhen. The arignd gppliances indude an antique:
ayppe adared oven, gove with hood, ad rdrigaraiar. Otha arignd festures indude a bun
wamg” drave, wo come " Lazgy-Susn” cabinds a oadd cbing for a Miximeder, ad an

endosd daage area [)ehind the Snk. A large built-in idand faosd with plested uphddery, edhoes an
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era of gylish LasVegasloimges Large, frosted egg-shgpad lightfixtureshang from the wood plank
ceiling. Conicd downtlights with amdl peforated holes add gparkle to the kitchen.

For the Morelli's, the kitchen's breskfast nook weas centrd to the home, providing a convenient place
to gather. For Antonio, the nook became a functiond place to work on music. For Helen, however,
who loved to cook and entertain, this arangeman likely would nat lag.  Inthe early 1960s a portion
of the breszeway was endossd as Antonio'smusic smdio. 1n 2001, the conarete pad foundation, on

which the musc dudio addition was condracted, prevented the sudio from being relocated.

The breskfagt nodk retainsthe origind look and feding of 1959. On the wet wall, a cusom-desgned
televison cabinet swingsto reved afully equipped ber for entertaining.  Following Morelli's
decordive syle, memorabiliais displayed on the Sdves above the table. Phatogrgohs from the 1950s
and 1960s depict the house, as well as the guestswho frequented it, induding Frank Sinatra, Deen
Martin, and Sammy Davis, Jr.

Adjacent to the kitchen isthe utility area. A partition between the kitchen and utility areadlows light
from the derestory windowsto reach the kitchen and family room. The Moréllis later converted a
haf-bathroom in the utility areainto alaundry room. The oece was iimovative, with awal of
double-sded redwood dorege cabinetry, aded utility snk, and a combination washer-dryer.  In
2007, the Jmior Lesgue diminated the laundry areato restore the bathroom.  The origina linoleum
flooring remans with white dreeks againgt an orange background st inagrid of blue-green dripes:!

The kitchen leeds to the dining room, with an original, low cabinet-partition dividing the foyer from
the dining room to provide Sorage on d@ther Sde. The dining room extends to the living room, a
showcase of Mid-Cenmry Modem design.  Unpainted redwood beams gpen front to rear of the house
complete with indirect cove lighting ad soffits. A prominent fegture in the living room isthe
fireplace with araised "floating” mabletopped hearth and a massve, hammered-copper hood. The
Mordllis conddered the homes north devation to be the primary fagade. Here,floor-to-ceilingglass
pandls, a ssction of which indudes adiding-glass door, aregte the north wal of the living room.
Draperies cover the glass wal and operate dectronicdly to "tuck into" apand next to the fireplace.
The living room empheadzes naturd materias with Philippine mehogany wall panding, copper
fireplace hood, and expandve glass expoang the landscgpe. Theliving and dining rooms exemplify
the Mid-Century Modem idedls of beauty in naturd materids and harmony in space-defining planes

Since Mordli's fiimishings were long aosant, sdecting new fumishings in the living and dining room
to complematt the homes architecturd integrity presented achdlenge. Vladimir Kagan, regarded as
the "grandfather of modem fumituredesign,” provided design consultation for thefii mishingsand
collaborated with his manufecturers to donete pieces. The cubig dining room s, the grey Nautilus

' Dr. Robat Fidden, aprominent architect in Las Vegas, ad Alan Hess awdl-known presarvationist and writer
spedidizing in Mid-Century Modem architecture, confirm thet the use of such colorful, modem menufectured materias
and pattemsisin kegping with the period: Fielden, interview; Hess, 18.
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sofaand the royd blue tri-symmetric foot goal in the living room are from Kagan's persond, privae
collection. Hisdedgns are d0 evidat in the living room's burgundy sarpentine sofas and attomans
as wdl asthe cocktall table and barrel chairs” Kagan's iconic fumiture compliments the architecmrd
dyle of the home and the features of the living room and dining room. Beyond the living and dining
rooms are the bedrooms, identified in the plans as the medter bedroom and the guest room. The
megter bedroom, down a short hdlway from the guest bathroom, exhibits Mid-Century Modem
achitecturd features. The high ceallings are modulaied by dropped soffits and beams, which repeat
thoseinthe living room. Origindly, the bed wes located onthe west wall. The innovative light and
security contrals for the house remain on eech 9de of where the bed wes located.

The maeder f)edroom indudes sgparate dressng rooms, Helen's with built-in threeway mirrors,
drawers and dosats and Antonio's with amirrored cabingt for histies, are typica of wdl-planned
dorageinaMid-Century Modem home  Thedressing rooms leed to the meder bathroom, a
"primary space” resored to former luxury. The bath, with a Sunken customHiled-shower and an
devaed ank, accommodaed Antonio'stal frame. Dud snks, colored plumbingfixtures,a sep-
down open shower, and Antonio's monogran “AM" on the faucets highlight the gpece.  Inthe mirror
over the dud snksisthe origind and ill operable modemidtic clock. Cugtom turquoise gold-flecked
ceramictil escover the gnks and the shower.  During the move, afew of the shower tileswere
damegad beyord repair. Since additiond, origind tiles were no longer available, the Junior Leegue
replaced the damegad tiles with harmonioudy contragting tiles rather then replicating the origind tiles.
The sgparate dressng rooms and bathroom retain their origind feding and gopearance

Oppogte the mader bedroom is the spadous guest bedroom with an degantly-gppointed connecting
bath with cutom tile. Decorated by the Moréllis, the origind yelow walpaper, ydlow tile and
bethroomfixturesreman. The workmanship around the tile Snks and the detalledf | oorevidence the
care of the architect and builder. The faucets in the 9nk exhibit Morelli's sgnature monogram. The
guest bedroom and bethroom complete the interior of the home

From planning the front goproach of the home to monogramming the bathroom faucets, Antonio
Morelli scmitinized every detail of the home  One detall would distinguish the Morelli House from all
other homes within the Desart Inn Country Club Edtates, namdy, acrawl goace With the exception
of the Morelli House, the other homes were condracted on a concrete foundation. Thedetall of a
crawl soecedlowed the Morelli Houseto be saved from demalition and moved to anew location.
The resson for moving the stracture far exoseded the practica agoect of its having acrawl gpace
however: The Junior Lesgue in conaultation with presarvationiss sdected the Morelli House as the
mogt sgnificant expresson of period desgn.

# Kagan isan intemationdly-known designer.  His fumiture isin the pammanant collections of many musauns induding the
Albert Musaum in London, the Cooper Hewitt Museum in New Y ork and the Sen Francisco Musaum of Modem. The
World Market Certer honored him with their Design lcon Award in January of 2007.  Interviews with Shary Colquitt and
Dedee Nave.



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No0.1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Department of the Interior Mordli House

National Park Service Name of Property

Clark County
National Register of Historic Places County and State
Con'[lnuatlon Sheet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number JT Page 5

At itsorigind location & 52 Country Club Drive, the rear fagede faced north, overlooking the golf
course and its gorawling vardant lawns. The view through the living room's expandve glass windows
blurred the digtinction between indoors and outdoors At its new location & 861 Eadt Bridger Avenue,
the rear fagede facesthe new ste's northem parimeter. The Morelli House again blends with its
environment. The "desat landscgpe’ mandated by the locd govamment compliments the home's pae
grey exterior walls, exposad redwood beams and Edward Durdl Sione style decorative gpenrwork
camat screen. Thelater feature is Smilar to thet usad by Stone & his cdeorated 1958 American
Embassy in New Delhi. Although the origind cament screen wias destroyed, an gopropriate new
sreen replicates the origina. The soreens are topped by derestory windows through which one can
e the beams extending from the exterior into the interior of the housa TheMorélli houseis an
excdlent early example of Modem architecture in LasVeges and isimportant to imdersanding the
architectura higtory and the devdopmant of the area,

Inteyity

TheMoréli house suffers aloss of integrity having been rdocated fromits origind location. Inits
new location, the house Sts adjacent to the Las Vegas High School Neighborhood Historic Didrict
(liged in the Nationd Register of Historic Places in 1991) and across from the Las Vegas High School
(individualy listed in the Nationd Regigter of Historic Flacesin 1996). Since 1993 the Las Veges
High Schod hes sarved the greater Clark Coimty areaias the Las Vegas Acadamy of Intemationd
Studies, Parforming and Visua Arts, and thus harmonizes with the history of the Morelli House,

The interior and exterior of the home retain the highest degree of integrity. The primary oaces,
incduding the exterior, entrance, foyer, kitchen-breskfast nook, dining room, living room and the
guest and meder bethrooms, have hraen restored to thar origina date under the Searetary ofthe
Interior Guiddinesfor Rehabilitation. The secondary spaces, induding the mager and guest
bedrooms, have bean rehabilitated for ofiice purposes  Even as offices, the open rooms retain the
origina sense of goece”

The integrity of the Morelli House hes been faithfully mantained throughout the decades  In 1979,
following Antonio's deeth and Helen's subbssquant reocation to the Eag Kay G. Gleim, Howard
Hughes press secrdary, purchassd the Morelli's home  For over twenty years, Glenn meticuloudy
mantained the home and property.’

" Dr. Janet White of UNLV's Departmant of Architecture evaluated the architectura significance of the Morelli House to

the City of LasVeges

* Helen moved back East in 1979, five years after her husband's death. Inanoral interview with Jerry Massini, 1976, she
stated shehad hoped toremain in LasVegas until her death, but shewasforced to move duetoill health.

" Carole Cosgrove Terry. Uie MoreUi House - Rescued and Restored. 2010,7.
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In 2000, Seve Wynn purchesed the Desat Inn Resort and gpproximatey 30 lots within the Desart Inn
Edates™ Wyim procesded to acquire the remaining lots in the Desat Inn Edaesin prepardion for
new devdopment. Flans for the new Wyim Megaresort dong the famed Las Vegas Boulevard
necesstated demoalition of the Desart Inn Resort and all dractures located in the Desart Inn EStates,
incdluding the Morelli House™ Thismonumentd land acquisition bordered by the Las Vegas
Boulevard, Paradise Road, and Twain Avenue jeopardized many Mid-Century Modem homes
Wynn's negatiators, mambars of the Molasky Group, including the dder Molasky, who in 1952
deveoped the origina community, presented offers wdl-above gopraisad vaue to the edate
homeownar's  Some homeownea's willingly acogpted the agreamant price and provisions, while athers
ddayed acogatance for up to four yearswith protracted courtroom digputes

In the midgt of the contractua dedlings with the homeownas Steven Wynn and Kay Glenn noted the
Morelli House wes integrd to locd entartainment hisory and was exemplary of Mid-Century Modem
design. Since the housewas the only housein the Edtates condracted with acrawl spece, it could be
moved.” Wynn and Glenn determined thet the Molasky Group, on their behdf, should goped to the
Junior Leegue of Las Vegesto rdocate the house to aparcd on Bridger Avenue adjacent to theLas
Vegas High Schoal Neighborhood Historic Didtrict with the intention of presarvation. (The Bridger
Avenue parcd wes purchesad with the assgance of the Nevada Commisson for Culturd Affairs).

On Sgatember 30, 2001, the League rescued and rdlocated the Morelli House to Bridger Avenue”
There was no way to save the decorative screen imbedded in the groimd, Morelli's music room built
on aconarete dab, nor the front yard's conarete carport and the svimming pool.  Following the

move, the soreen hes been recondracted and the Junior Leegue intendsto recongmct the music room.
Although the front yard of the Bridger Avenue parce does nat comfortably dlow for the
recondraction of the carport or the svimming pool, the parcd doesdlow for the recondrection ofthe
music room addition, which Morelli added after the housewes built.

The Morelli House continues to be integrated within its environment, despite relocation, and the house
is gted diagondly to the comer with acircular drive fronting the dwelling.” The circular driveway
memoaridizes the origind front-yard svimming pool. Foliage complemants features of an earlier time,
while rock groundcover conformsto drought resstant landscgpe codes The rear fagade, which once
faced the second fairway, now faces the new ste's northem pearimeler. The rear fagede faces north
just asit hed initsorigina location.

* Hesthar Rawlyk. "Former D.I. Homeowner tdlsof dedineof golf edates™ Las Veges Sun. Monday, November 10,
2003.
' Grace Long. "Wynn sues homeowners in battlefor control of D.l. Association,” Las Veges Sun. Friday, November 3,
2000.
'° Adrienne Parker. "Rift bawean Wynn, edtate resdents grow," Las Veges Sun. Tuesday, May 28, 2002,
" Hess, House Essay, 6.
Mohor, "House finds a New Home' Las Veages Sun. October 1, 2001
" Hess 6.
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Theloss of inteyity asa aonsaguence of the rdocation is mitigated & the frant fagede to a degyee by
the praxdmity of the Las Veges High Sthad, now the Las Veges Acadamy o Inteanaiond Sudies
Pafaming ad Visud Arts The indimtion foauses on education in the arts amisson Mordli drove
to pranae Mare impartantly then merdy bang adjacat to a higaric didria isthe fadt thet the
Mardli Hause is smated in a naghbarhood: hed it ramaned & its arignd location, it wauld have
bean surraunded on all sdes by highrise devdgpmants isdated and withaut any ability to be part of
anaghbarhaod with yards

In addition, the front fegede faces sauth to the dred, whidh it did in its arignd location. To the reer,
amulti-dary goartmatt aamplex rises to the nathwes of the Mardli Hause The Juniar Leegue hes
mitigated this agoed of the sdting by maintaining an eqoansve badkyard thet aontinues to
ammunicate the feding of a sdting that dlonved for qoen oace to the rear of the house At the
peimde to therer ad dde the Juniar Leegue hes eredted compatible conarée blodk sreaning
meatching the walls Mardli usad a verious places araund his hause Maniaured trees and budhes add
additiona sremning, dosauring the dedgomant that compramisss the view totherear o this new
location. As the vapaation matures the effet will inareese In addition, adraular conarete path in
the backyard reorestes a amilar festure & the hausgs arignd location and completes the mitigation of
the sdting.

Degoite the newv sHting, the edeiar ad interiar raman intad. As previoudy indicated, the mog
sonificant argumatt that can be mede with regard to the inteyrity of the resource diredts atention to
the hauss interiar, which remans priding faithfully pressrving the soace as it wes when the
Mardlislived thare Changes that have resulited fram the move and the subssguat loss of inteity to
the sdting are na to be underedimated, but dforts mitigate this an the autdde ad the degree of
integrity an the indde rgoresants presavation implamantad a the highest gandard.

In itsnew setting, theMorelli House isone of the few Mid-Century Modem homes in the Las Vegas
High School Neighborhood Historic District vicinity, however, the distinctive architecture
complements the other historically-important buildings within the district. The neamess to downtown
Las Vegas makes theMorelli House serviceable as acommunity cultural venue and as ameeting plac
for organizations promoting volunteerism. The Morelli House Public Program provides public access
to view thehouse and to leam itsarchitectural and historical significance. The Junior League of Las
Vegas has restored theMorelli House, constracted in 1959 and relocated in 2001, in both its exterior
and interior appearance in accordance with the Secretary ofthe Interior Guidelinesfor Rehabilitation.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Regisfration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
Morelli House Clark County, Nevada
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from insfructions.)

for National Register listing.) ’
Community Planning and Development

H Property is associated with events that have made a . dLei
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our Entertainment and Leisure
history.
H Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack 19991971

individual distinction.

D Property hasyielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

Criteria Considerations

(Mark V in all the toxes that apply.) Significant Person
. (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
Property is: _ _
A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious Antonio Morelli
purposes.

B removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C abirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.
Architect/Builder
Hugh E. Taylor, Antonio Morelli, Richard Small

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G lessthan 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The Period of Significance for the Morelli House reflects Morelli's career in Las Vegas extending from his residence in the
house, beginning in 1959 and concluding with his retirement in 1971.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Special Consideration for the Morelli House includes Criterion B, for relocation to avoid demolition and to initiate
preservation and rehabilitation as well as Criterion G, for the period of significance reflecting Morelli's career, which
includes years that are less than five decades ago.
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

See Continuation Sheet.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

See Continuation Sheet.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

NA

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

See Continuation Sheet.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been state Historic Preservation Office
requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local government
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (i
assigned):
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STATEMENT OF SGNIHCANCE

Summary

In 190, Antanio and Hden Mardli built thar hamne a 52 Camiry Club Drive within the confines of
the predigous Desat I Edates overlodking the warlddass Desat Inn Galf Caurse In 2001, to
sve the hame fram dandition, a fate which befdl the aha houses within the Edates theMordli
House wes rdocated to a parcd & Ninth Sregt and Bridger Avenue At its nawv location, the M ardli
House is ovned and qoaated by the Juniar Leegue of Las Veges who faithfully maintains the 190
goperance of the hamne while rehdblitating it asan office, evat goace ad hiday musam ad
gdley. TheMadli Hause isthe anly surviving resource whare the renarkable day of Antonio
Mardli an beintapraed. The house wes his place of resdance thraughaut the pariad of his
aontribution to Las Vages hidary, ad asthe only architedturd remnant assodated with the maedro, it
isdigble for liging in the Nationd Reggea of Higaric Flaoss unda Criteria A ad B.

The Mardli House isdigblefor liging in the Nationd Regde of Hidaric Flaces unde Criterion A
for its assodation with the energng imege of Las Veges as an internationd capitd of the
atatanmant indudry, ad for Antanio Mordli's assogation with the famned "Ra Padk." Because no
ahe resouraes urvive that are rdatad to the enargance of the Rat Padk, the Mordli Hause ean be
regerded as having nationd Sgnificance This namination, hovever, doss na presant a aonted for the
impartance of the Rat Padk, and 0 it argues that the resource hes local sgnificance rdated to the
day of hov LasVeges gew into an intanationdly impatant aanter of entatanment.

In addition, the Mordli House is digble for liging in the Nationd Regdea of Hidoric Places unde
Criterion B & thelocal levd for its assogation with builder and ovmar, Antanio Mordli, who wes
vitd to the camnmunity through hiswak as musc diredar a the Sands Haid and thraugh his
edangve invdvamat in communityamide mudaa adtivities Antanio and Hden Mordli'shause is the
only knoan remaning resource assodated with hiscares and influence in Las Veges The aouple
lived in the hause ad etatained guess during the goen of his Las Veges caresr. Snce no ahe
resourass aurvive this hause rgoresants the anly physca gopartunity to interpret Antanio Mordli's
remarkable carexr ad aontribution.

Because the dradure has besn moved, its intayrity is diminished and this namination does nd argue
for ligingunda Criterion C. The hause i nevathdess a ranarkade eample of its period, ad
this namination dooumants the architedturd  ggnificance of the resource withaut arguing for its liging
unde this ariterion. The Mordli House is an exadlent ecanple o an uppe-middedass Mid-
Catury Madem gyle resdance asthey ware devdgped locdly in the late 19905 and eerly 19805 a
peiod of the aty'sflamboyantand rapid g-onmh. Althaugh the resource hes besn moved, the
autdanding degree o its inteyity, particularly regarding its sgnificant interior goaces aombined with
its exadlat eqoresson o this architedturd Syle warrants dooumentation unda this ariterion,
presated far aonted only.
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Critaion A

The Mordli Hause is ggnificant for the aritical rde its ome played in devdgping a pasna far Las
Veges as an atatanmant cgpitd of the warld. Antanio Mordli sd the sandard a the Sands Had
and Cagno with areativity, musca perfedtion, and a dassy presantation, affeting how Las Veges
gages would presat thamsdves far the rest of the aantury and into the next. In particular, Mardli
played apivad rde in the ddout of the "Rat Padk," whidhfir stpefamed on his dage

When Jak Entratter, presdat of the Sands Hatd and Casno, suggested thet Mordli rdocate to Las
Vegas the aondudar hed mudh to congder. In the pog Warld War 1l era, with the papularity of the
tdevigon, the Ead Coed thester drauit wes dedining. As a reault, anploymant gopartunities in
traditiond thester ware baooming scarce Mordli assessad that Las Veages might be an uneqpedted
gopatunity warth pursuing Las Veges provided "a neMy minted redm of entartanmant,”’ wheran
Antanio Mordli waould soon be knowmn as " Maedro Mordli.”

During whet became histwanty yeer carex in Las Veges Mardli hdped trandarm the aty into a
popular, highlyregarded entatainmant venue Along with the odébrity heedling's Jadk Entratter
pranded Mordli's Las Veges presanae with regular billing an the Sands pylon Sgn reeding * Antanio
Mardli ad his Musc' o " Antanio Mardli ad his Orchedra” Pagole came to knov Maordli. As
dated by alocal vocdid, it wes hard to miss him with " his mustadhe degant dameenar and Ceaddy
Conveatible Hewes ..an degant gantlaman in aur aty."»

When Mardlifir starrived in town, he redlized, "'the Sands wes the ey o the aher hads' with its
heedline's induding Frank Snaira, Damy Thames Red Skdton, Lena Home Deen Martin, ad
Sy Davis I Mardli dso redized, that the Sands 18mambar ardhedtra may have bean the hed,
but it wes Imply a brass band snce™ dring sadions ware na the nam* in LasVeges" To med the
dring nesds of etataina's the Capa Room Ordhedra wes augmetad by wp to 2 indmmentdids’
Mardli sought to add a year+aund drings sedtion, and with perseverance he sucossded. Union
mugdan presdat Frank Leone dataed this wes "the Sgnificance of Antanio MadJ:*»

Loca musdans of the Sands heyday in the 19680s ad into the 19805 agreed "' playing a the Sands
wes the pinnade of an etataing’s carexr,” and "they all wented to be part of the Mordli
Orchedra"' The ardhedra leede provided Hiff damands mandating thet indramentaids reed musc
ingantly o "you ware au the door'* Nevathdess Mardli aonceded to musdans with pramise

" Ortwen, Dr.Dennis Written Tetimanid of Antanio Mordli, March 25, 2011

N Deaon, Maxing Written Tetimonid an Antonio Mordli, March 2011

" Frak Leong pandig, "Mardli and HisMusdc" Las Vages Acadamy, Auditarium, April 2 X9
" "Mordli," Pand Disousson.

' Coffer, 20

* Leone "Mardli," Pand disousson.

' Lene and Mulidare aged " evreryone warted thejab.”

' 1bid.
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espeddly drings playa's Batine Carimby, aloca vidinig and vida player, dared ha audition
tera when Mardli requeded a sde o pafedfifthson the Vida, for which e wes unorgoared to
play. Nevathdess e wes induded into the ardhedra asthe seoond vida playa”» Carimby naed he
ills improved asaresit of pafarming with Mordli.

AsMardli drove to improve the Cgpoa Roon Ordhedrds levd of pafamancg hehed unplessant
exdangss with musdans resantftil of his unredidic damands who tended "t [tg like him."'° Some
musdans nexe fargave him. In the Coffer interview, Mordli ddicatdy addressed this issue
eqlaning when hefir starrived, mog Las Veges musdans "ware young man fram the taritary
bands ad smdle communities™™  Asthe popularity of the tomn grew, qudified musdans fram all
quarte's sought paogtions in his Srip ardhedra and, by the mid 19805 ova ane third of his playa's
wae "ma with degress in musc' who hed pafamead " in impatant adhetras around the warld” '

While Mardli hdd his musdans to an exading dandard, he inggded on the same levd of pafamance
for himsdf. Asthe Sands musc diredar, Mordli goant congda aole time wwriting ardhedra
arangamats Although heedlina's braugtt musd diredars with them, Mardli wauld write new
res ar resompoee an evaning's musca compastion to presant a beter, integrated pradudion. On
oocasan, the muscflowedeedly; & aha times he ddibaated over traublesome arrangamants until
late a night. When an edendad dfort became neosssry, eech ardhedra playa migt recgve a nav
pat the fdlonmng day." Mordli invdved himsdf knoaing it wes his regponshility to enare thet
qudity pradudians were festurad in the Cgpa Room of the Sands known widdy as "the Jend o the
Srip."* "

Mardli is aedited an a multitude of dlbbums for Svomraom recordings of adebrity entataings in the
Caooa Room." Mardli'sdforts improvad etatainas pafamances ad as dated by snge Haenae
Hendason, Mardli mede "evay $1owv saam like goening night. " The hons pafamead nightly in
the Cgpa Room. Cronds cathered to see warlddfamous adebrity heedline's an the ™ intimate dage™ ™
Toavad pafamance midaos Mardli wes atunad to the digoostion of his sdads ad pafameas

" CorimbyBearting "MardJi and HisMusc' 2000, Pandid Ken Hanlon ateted to Batines exagptiond tdat as a
vidinig and vida player.

Mulidare Jmmy, "Mardli." Prodar, Cork. Ord rexdledion of muddan's fedings Tdegohane aonversgtion, March
12 2011
" Codffer, 20. Reddie written tesimaonidl.
" Coffer, 20:21. Reddieés written tetimanid mekes it dear ove time Mordli regeted the dash he hed with some o
these men hecame to repet. The" Srip" isthetem diten usad for Las Veges Bauleverd.
" Coffer, 2L

"Mordli," Progam, 10

"Snds Had: Leggnds of the Cgpa Room!" <ht™:/Awwv.enwikipediaorgwiki/Sends Had (acosssed April 10,
2017).
* Coffer, 2L
" Ken Hanlon gated thet with the dages phydcd sh” , drinka's dang the dde ware within dase pradmity of the
players Hanlon, " Mardli and His Mudc" Las Veges Acdamy Auditarium, April 2, 2000,



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5-31-2012)

United States Dej*artment ofthe interior Morelli House
National Park Service Name of Property
Clark County
National Register of Historic Places ounty and State
Contlnuatlon Sheet Name of multiple listing (if applicable)

Section number 8 Page 4

MoreUi shared this drategy: "When 1I'm conducting for adar ...I tak to him twenty minutes before
the parformance. | want to hear the sound of hisvoice. See how he feds. Has he esten too mudh’?
Missed dinner? Any of these things can influence a paformance. | want to coordingte my thinking
with thet of the artigt; fed with him; identify with his mood."™* In this way, the Maestro found few
aurprises once aperformance darted. Morelli hed control and this was important because "when he
was on Sage, it was hisworld.""

Although there were many specid momanisfor Morelli leading the Copa Room Orchestra, his mogt
publicized occadgon was in 1960 when Frank Sinatra, Deen Martin and Sammy Davis, Jr. joined Joey
Bishop and Peter Lawford in Las Vegas for three wesks whilefilmingOcean's Eleven. Amazingly,
this wes thef i r sttime these men parformed together on sage The group entitled their Copa Room
collaboration: TTie Summit a the Saruls. In short order, the group would be known as the Rat Pack.

The name switch was nat well recaived by Frank Sinatra because as it wes explained in an article by
the Snger's younger daughter Ting, "Rat Pack™ iswhat Lauren Bacal hed dubbed the daily, visting
friendsof her alling husoand, Humphrey Bogart”™* Yet, for whatever reason, the Rat Pack name duck
and, mare importantly, the notable group - inits Sends engagamant and with Morélli leeding the
orchedra - became famous under the odd moniker.

During thistime,as Hden Morelli recounted to Massini, the Rat Pack gopeared nightiy & the Sands
"[They] would do two shows ... ad they soent the whaleti meplaying tricks on ane ancther."N The
audiences were enthraled. Phaotogrgphs depict atall, smiling, degantly mustachioed Morelli on dage
in front of his orchedra, laughing & the Rat Pack's downing and gege antics. This was one of the
mogt successful collaborations of Morelli's caresr and his collection of photographs preserved in the
house indicates his avareness that something wonderful was occurring. Imeges of the Rat Pack
became intemationdly famous.

Photogrgahs of the Rat Pack on sage vow Sinatra and Mordli ganding as dose colleagues, however,
this was nat dways the case As written in the Review Joumal's news article "Standing Ovation,” the
two often "locked homs."” As eech man hed become accustomed to controlling others, persondity
dissgreaments were expected, but even with Frank Sinatra, Maesro Morelli sood his ground. The
asodaion of the Rat Pack with the Morelli House isby virtue of the importance of Morelli to the

"»lbid.

" Corimby, "Morelli" pand discussion.

N Newman, Mdinda, "Tina Snara Lamants the Loss of Her Dad Frank and the Degth of Rat Pack Cool,"  <http:/Avww.
Soinner.com> (accesssd Febmary 14, 2011).

N Massini, 2.

A Higoricd phatograph ondi”ay inMordli House

AN "Sanding Ovations', Las Veages Review Joumd, April 2, 2009. At the "Mordli and His Music' evert, Jmmy
Mulidore described afew sparring incidents betwean Sinaraand Morelli.
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orign o the ao. Othawiss the armedian o the house to the Rat Pack is week, but it survives as the
bet remaining resourae assodated with this nationdly-famaus entertainment phenamenon.

Beddes the Mardli House ae ahe aurviving resource is knoan to have limited assogation with the
Rat Padk. On June 20, 1985, three mambas o the Rat Padk - Frank Snaira, Deen Martin, ad
Sy Dawvis Jr. - pafamed a the Kid Opara Hause in . Louis Missouri, the only time

mamas d the Ra Padk pafamed togaha an tdevison. Thetdevison gopeerance dlidified the
mythic 4ams dof the Rat Padk in the papular mind, but the Capa dage wes the mast impartant place in
asodation with the legend of the Rat Padk. The Kid Opara House wes liged in the Nationd Regge
of Higoric Flaoss on Foruary 11, 2000, Its assodation with the Rat Padk is limited because anly
three mambas pafamed thee and anly an ane oocason, but the resourae hes Sgnificance because o
its assogation with the anly tdevised pafameance of the Rat Padk, dbat with jud a part of thegraup.
The pafamancss a the Sands ad in assodation with Mardli were samind and therdare of gester
impartance Unfartunatdy, the Sands wes dandished, leaving the Mardli House as a unique survivar
of this Las Vags dary, which quidkly ataned nationad sgnificance

Additiond phaaggohs a the Mordli Hause dooumett a multitude of adeborations and nadenathy
oocadans far the ardhedra leedar. Two indances provide examples One cocasan wes the adéoration
of the Sands twdfth amivarsary with adebrity guet gar Damy Thamas a Cgpa Room favarite A
phaoy goh dgoids a beaming Thames with Entratter, Mordli, ad an dabarate cake depiding the
Snds Resrt as it would gopeer with its planned 17-dary tonver. Janing the many multi-gary Srip
resxts built afta 192" A ssoond oacason s bdieved to have ooourred in 19654 when Presdant
Lyndon Johnsn visted Las Veges during thefinal days of his dedion campagn agand Bary
Gddwatea. Mardli wes phaoy gohed with Presdant Lyndon Jahnsn and Nevadds two praminat
U.S. Seaas Honvard Cannon and Alan Bible No ahe individuas gopeared in the famd

phatograph.

An uneqoaded privilegefor Mardli in leeding the Capa Room Ordhedra wes the gopartunity to
interact with a pillar of the Ead Coed muscd community. In the early 19805 Leonard Bandan, the
Musc Diredar o the Nav Yak Philharmanic, arrived far stheduled pafarmanaes & the Las Vages
Canvantion Cante. During his vigt, Mordli invited Bamdéan to his hame for dinne when the two
goparatly disoussd the ilHmannered nature of the wetam audience Though Bandan wes initidly
anbarrassd and insulted thet audience mamba's ware na gationary during his conaarts he dhoseto
ovelodk the unintended dights He surmisad it wes of grester impartance to gppredate thet these
artigicaly-deprived musc patrans ware aaming vduntarily to heer him. Mordli ateted (o Coffer)
that Bandan's wards regarding the Wet's ladk of aultura eqooaure drangy affeted him” This

A Higaric phaog”*h on digolay & Mardli House The Sands Hatd, as arigindlly built, wes a Sndeday rexrt.

A Alvarez, Brian. LVCVA, verified phaoygoh ardhives $1owv casno sgns wdaaming Lyndan Jansmn to toamn Oddoer,
1% Mach 4, 2001

N Coffer, 5.
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conversation perhgps renewved Morélli's resolve to continue with histime-consumingpop concarts for
the people of Las Veges (s discusson bdow under Criterion B).

Besdes Bemgen, athers visted Morelli's home On weskends and following performances. Strip
heedliners, muddans, prominent locals, colleagues, and tressured friends often congregated a the
Morelli House. Jmmy Mulidore indicated thet “the parties were traly magnificent."~ Morelli loved
inviting people to his home He bdieved his dweling defined his essance and wes "one of the grestest
chdlenges of [hig life."” Mozart, the poodle, gregted vidtors & the door, while Heen prepared
meels in the ultramodem kitchen. On these occasons, performers often gathered to rehesh
performances or to collaborate on musical compostions The Morelli House became an entartainment
center for the muscd icons who entertained Las Vegas.

In 1987, the Las Veges Sm publisher. Hank Greengpun, ferventiy proclamed thet the Sands was the
"resort thet mede Las Vegas famous. "™ Although earlier casnos opened dong the Strip ad
edablished the corridor as a center of gaming and entertainment, the opening of the Sandson
December 15, 1952 occurred when the city began an unprecedented period of Strip condraction and
vigtor growth. Theimpressve list of hotds on the Strip during these glory days is as follows. Dunes
(1955), Riviera (1955), Hadenda (1956), Tropicana (1957), Stardudt (1958), Cadawvays (1963),
Caesas (1966), Aladdin (1966), Circus Circus (1968) and the off Strip hotds. Landmark (1969) ad
Intemationd (1969), which was renamed Hilton Hotd in 1971. Of the key hotds built from 1946 to
1971, only the Sahara, the Riviera, the Tropicana, Caesars, Circus Circus, and the Hilton remain, ad
sverd of thexeare likely to be demadlished in the near future™"

The Sands domination of the Strip could nat last. AsLasVegas Boulevard and its magnificent hotds
began to thrive, vidtors and heedliners explored new venues. It was no douat hurtftil to both Entratter
and Morelli when, for example. Dean Martin, who was given aminority shareholder’'s intered,
contracted & the Riviera or when Frank Sinatra contracted with Caesars Pdace”™ Nonethdess with
sgnificant caano and city advanceswitiiin a short period of time, both Entratter and Morelli were
indrumentd in the growing Sature and populaity of the Las Vegas Strip worldwide.

A Mulidore, "Morelli" pand discussion.
N Mordli wes referring to the thrill of working with his hends Coffer, 22
A Greengpun, Hank, editor's column, Las Veges Qun, 1987, <http:/AMwww.lasvegassun.convhigory, (acoesssd March 20,
2011).
A Higtory, LasVegas Clagno m”. Las Vages Sun. <http:/lasvegessun.com/higory, (acoessed March 15, 2011). Thanks
to historian Miched Green for assdance with this materid.

Ken Hanlon, tdephone conversation with Sdly Rycroft, March 8, 2011.
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Criterion B

The Morelli Houseisthe only surviving resource thet recdls the remarkadle career of Antonio

MoreUi and his contribution to the growth of the culturd scene of Las Vegas. Mordlli occupied the
house during the duration of the Las Vegas career when he wees establishing the city asan
antertainment legend, but dso as he was persondly invesing histimeto chenge the culturd dimate of
the community.

Antonio Morelli was bom July 22, 1904 in Rochester, New Y ork, spending hisyouth in Erie,
Pennsylvania. His father, Cesare Carlos Morélli, aprofessor offineartsand a symphony flautist
provided the young Mordlli with early training inviolin and piano. In 1914, Morélli's father took him
to Itdy where he remaned for deven yearsto pursue dudies & Milan's San Cdso Military Academy
and the Royd Consarvaories of Music in Milan and Pama™ Morélli retumed to the Satesin 1925
before his twenty-first birthday and became the pianist for a concart group a ahotd resort on the Eagt
Coas.

Morelli spat the next yearstravelling to Ddlas, Denver, New Orleans, Chicago, and New York to
conduct theeter and civic orchestras. For two seesons he saved as mugicd director of the S Louis
Musica Opera In 1935, while assding as orchedra leeder for the newly gpened RKO Pdace Theater
in Albany, New Y ork, he married Helen Collins. Morelli continued to “traved the entertaainmant
circuit...guest conducting for the pit orchestrasa Wamer, Paramount, RKO, Pantages Shubat ad
other theater chains when dage shows still accompanied the moviefeature. "™ In the Coffer interview,
Morelli noted the musicas he conducted for the Shubarts ™'High Button Shoes, with Eddie Foy;

Spring in Brazil, with Milton Berle; Three to Make Ready, with Ray Bolger; Touch and Go; Victor
Herbert's Eileen; Friml's Vagabond King; Bohemian Girl; and many others.."" He enjoyed his life
because therewas "nothing like the exdtement of a Broadway opening. "™

Despite the exatement of life, lifeitsdf was painful for Morelli. Mordlli lived with back pain,
arthritis, and burgtis; the searing pain of these afflictions frequentiy left him bedridden. On ane
occasion he undawent mgor surgery, which, as hetold Coffer, confined him to hishome for forty
weeks Mordli used the time to compose music: " This period encompesssd some of the mgor
accomplishments of his career, induding such commissons as writing the musc for three ows & the
Canadian Nationd Exhibition in Toronto in association with Leon Leonidoff, senior producer & Radio
City Musdic Hall."* Heweas adleto do what he loved while his body recovered. During this time,

Hess, House Essay, 2
" Ibid.
A lbid.
* Ibid., 21.
~ Coffer, 22, 16; "Morelli and His Music,” Program, Junior Lesgue of Las Vegas, Las Vegas Acadamy Auditorium,
April 2, 2009, 3.
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Morelli adopted histrademark 1ook, which would meke hm famousinla Vegas: the courtly
mustache with waxed pencil-tip endpoints. As Morelli shgoad his career, he ds0 shgped hisidentity.

Morelli's captivation with Las Vegas wes remarkadle given hisfirstencounter in the desart. In 1953,
Morelli travded to Southem Nevadawith the Olsen and Johnson comedy team. During their Veges
dopover, the blowing winds eggravated his dlergies and caussd sevare discomfort.™ Morelli became
aware of the tribulations of arid living, and wes relieved to retum to New York City. However, this
was nat to be his lagt trip to Nevada Following discussons a the Copacabana Club, Jack Entratter,
presdent of the Sands Hotel, offered Morelli the resort's coveted musica director's postion. For the
cdassca conductor, the plum of thisflatteringproposa wes the Copa Room Orchedra™

Dexpite his earlier desat experience, Morédlli tentatively acogpted Entratter's proposd and in the
summer of 1954, heflewto LasVegasto explore the feasibility of employment. As Morelli
dissmbarked the arplane, he was gregted by the unrdenting 117 degree summer heet. Morélli
discovered the dry heat dleviated his condant arthritic pain. He was thrilled and in a tdephone
conversation with Helen, prodamed he never felt bettar”"* The hedlth benefits done were resson to
rdocate to Las Veges. Entrater and other casno operatorswere ddighted Morelli would consder
their offer, asthey bdieved the Strip's economic growth required atracting the Eagtem diteand a
high-end audence™ The caano operators bdieved Morélli's degant presence and polished manner
on the Copa Room sage would counter negative mmors about Las Vegas and would entice wedthy,
educaed tourigds. As Hess assated inhis article, "Morelli traly represented anew icon for the city: a
men very unlike the rougher, gangdter typefigurespopularly portrayed as meking up Old Vegas™
Bill Reddie, alongtime Las Vegas composy and musician, who would ultimately sucosed Morelli as
the Sands musgc director, commanted on the Maestro's gopearance when he arrived in the city: "With
his waxed moudtache, wavy white hair and authoritative demeanor, (Mordli) gave one theimpresson
of someone who hed bemn lifted out of the nineteenth century and somehow plunked down in Las

Vegas™t

Though Morelli's disinguished ook and impecceble credentids were in order, the casano operators
confidencein hisinnate ability to drawv awedthy crowd was tenuous 1t would nat be egsy to offset
the percgption thet crime syndicates maneged many of the seven "luxury™ maotor inns - the Sehara, El
Rancho, Thunderbird, New Frontier, Desart Inn, Sands, and the Hamingo - dong Fifth Strest (eka

" Hess Alan, "A New Architecturefor aNev City." Tre Morelli House Junior Leegue of Las Veges, 3. Coffer, Hdene
L., "Antonio Morelli: From Broadway to Las Vegas" Sege Summe, 1967, 22.
N Hess 3.
N Massini, Jarry, written copy of ord interview of Hden Morelli, 52 Country Club Lane, Desat Inn Edates Las Veges,
NV. March 6, 1976, 1

Pand discusson & "Morelli and His Music" noted the downtown casinos drew in amore country westem crowd and the
Strip moved to atract the wedthy nightdub tyjjes and Eagtemn audience. Copa Room wes named after the Copecabana
Club.
*o Hess 4.

Reddie, Bill, email testimonia on Antonio Morelli. March 13, 2009
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Las Veges Bivd ar "the Srip" ).Furthermore, Las Veges wes paaaved asa hat, dugy, aade ad
garish community, only acogptable for the doavmtoamn's country wetemn aomd. There ramainad the
quedion if such unplessant charaderidics would be tderable to the Srip's paettid mearke bedk Ead.
Even Hden, who ultimatdy embraced the desat lifestyle difered aritical refletions abaut the exly
ammunity. Se desribed the Srip asawild, twolane na tatdly paved, reedway ladking lights ad
ggnds Sewes d0 snimal that eech casno hed itsown " sanver plant”  aulminating in foul smdls all
ovea the aty when "the wind [blew]... the wrag way."""" The desat daty's rauch lifestyle mixed with
taudhes of damnaur ad ditter, perhgos burdening it with whet Hess rdared to asan " unflattaing
nouvesur ichparagatian'” To lure pegole westwerd, Mordli nesded magc in his condudar's baton.
In hindgght, Mordli's caresr wes indesd magcal.

The provindd nature of Las Veges mey bewhy Hden dedded, a the autsd, toreman a thar hame
an Lang Idand. In 1967, when it wes evidatt that he husoend wes comfartable with his Sands
pastion and desat surrcundings $erdocated to Las Veges They rdained thar New Yak hame
until 1989, when they aonduded that dang with thar poodie Mazart, they wauld be soanding thar
lives in Las Vegas With the prooesds of the sale of thar eeseam hame and the ssourity of a Las
Vegesjob, the Mardlis began to plan and aondradt thar cardully-arafted dream hame

Antanio and Hden Mardli's aoogatance of Southem Nevada bendhitted the dedgomant of Las
Veges Mardli exaaded the Srip leeda's desres ad eqpedations His pressnce ad sage dfort
lured the wdl-heded travde to vist Las Vages ad to lavishly goend maney. In addition, he edended
himsdf to hdp the eva-gronmngflock of " rdocated” wedam locals to unite as a aammunity. With
Mordli, vistars ad locasfdt wdaaome in the enagng desat toawn.

Besdes Mardli's impatatt caresr d the Sands autlined above unde the disoussaon far Criterion A,
hehed ahe impatant rdes within the cammunity. As dated. Jadk Entratte, & the urgng o his
acharts braught Mordli to Las Veges to affsd the dty's impaired image Jdb seaurity an the
turbulent and nataricudy aompitive Las Veges Srip neve exided, bu gven that Mordli wes
rdaned asthe Sands mudc diredtar until his hedth failed in the erly 19705 it iseidat his
enploya's bdieved they aded wisdy in reaining him. Mordli's acoomplisimeants surpassed
evayones eqadaions The day doss na ed with hisrde an the Srip. On awide examingion of
Mardli'slife in Las Vegas hisamtributions indude nat only his prafessond acoomplisymants as
adhedra aondudar a the Sands bringng mudc to the taurids but d<o his pasond acocomplidmeants
during hisdff-duty time asthe dty's aulturd architedt, bringng mudc to the resdants of Las Veges

After putting down his baton in the Copa Room, Morelli began assembling various musicians from
along the Strip to provide free public concerts. These orchestras, which were much larger than the
commercial Strip orchestras,firstperformed as the Shirt Sleeve Symphonies and later asthe Las Veg

"Hiday - Las Vages" Las Vags Sn. <htNAwwvlasrsegesaunacomhigary> (accesssd Mar 2, 20110).
*e Masgni, 5.
% Hess " Architeture!’, 3,
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Pop Conaats” In 1985, Mardli hdd thefir stlocd aonaat a Cadwmen Fidd. Hisdfart to pafam
this evant, with 125 brassplaying musdans gving fredy of thar time,begen manths in advance of
the shaduled smme pafamance™’ The aonaa't wat fram 800 pm to midnight, and aonds filled
the gands with wild dhears of goprovd. A mga ddlenge a this evant wes trangoarting the
atatanas axd muddans bawen the Srip caanos to Cadiman Fidd < they wauld betheae in time
to pafam for thar hons The Las Vages dution wes to whik them in and aut viaa sheriffs car.
As Hden recdled, pagple pad $1.50 to $200 to atend this initid pafamancs future evants ot
less o wae freg'™*

Thefir staonaat s the tane for future annud produdions and in 1980 when the Las Veges
Caonvattion Cater goened, Mardli hed a venue to hdd larger public aonoarts an a regular bags For
these public pafamancss Mordli famed a cammunity dharas campaosad of 50 to 60 mambas of all
ae gaups asredlaed by Dannis Ortwen, then a young teeche, who janed the charas ad
partidpated in Mordli'smusa pafamancss Ortwan dated, " Mordli wes ddinitdy a tadkmeder,
but he " adchieved autdanding quidity by skillfully mativating usall to ga better""*

The Cammunity Charaswes an impartant piece for Mardli in his plan to hdd muitiple public
pafamanas each year. Ortwan reflected, "whet mad didinguished Maestro Mardli wes his
amaang tdat for bringng the cammunity tagghe for the goettacular aonoarts ad hdiday
odebrations"™ Mardli'sanud sies induded an Eada Pegeart in March o April, a Mahe's Day
Pragam in May, dten an goga in Jung a paridic progam in July, and a Chrigmas Canaat in
Demamba M On two oocasons Mardli d<o hed a JemdHoaused program in Feoruary. Mordli sad
of his gpeadic dTats "In Las Vegas we have producad three goaras in aoncat manne: Cavdeia
Rudicana in Engidh; Il Trovatarein Itdian and Aidain two languegss - Itdian ad Endligh - in
adume to SR.O. [ganding raam only] audiencss AU locd tdat and an archedra of axty-five™ ™
Through these lavish, regularly scheduled, free pafamances the pegple of Las Veges tray ame to
knonv Mordli. They gopredatad his edraordinary efort an thar behaf. Hden praudly sated that, in
ane publication, ha hugend wes rdered to as "'the Toscanini of the Desart. "™

The Cawvattion Cate and produdion eguipmat wes goparattly, provided free of darge ad a
Musdc Pafamance Trat Fund compensated the muddans but Mordli persondlyfinancedwhet wes
na daonated. Maxine Deaoon, ane o his yaung pradudion snga's verified "he gave ganaaudy o his
time and maney to bring music to [the pegple of] Las Vegps'™ ' Hden axrrdoarated gating, "I oould

“ "Mordli," Pragyam, 4.
Massni 4
Massni 4
Ortwan, written tetimonid.
Ibid.

" Coffer, 3
Ibid.

" Masdni, 3.

N Desoon, written tedimaonid.
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have hed many mink acets with all the maney hetadk aut of his own podkd to pay far these things'*»
Hden suppated ha hudand's dforts becauss "he enjoyed it and the pagple enjoyed it A

Antanio Mordli provided the bes pafamance & eech evat. Caimby indicated they wae
"goedaoular produdions’ and a ane eat thae wes " ey type of imagnable animd; big anes
too" " Mordli acoomplished this because as Ortwan gated, " Mordli hed aoccess to evayane... a
cdl [by Mardli] to a busness a aondradion camparly o a publiag would bring postive adion.” '*
They gave whet they could to meke the evant sucoesdil; whet they could nat, Mordli covered.

Cdéority pafameas ad sdads induding Deen Martin, Nat King Cole, and Red Skdton agred to
pefarm pro bano an his aammunity sage When the cdlibar of the adebrity heedling's who gave of
thar time draulated, aha pafameas aged to partidpate for free Hden enjoyed dering the say
that Deen Martin, on the eve o his ait, jokingy gated his need for res asthe fdloning day he would
be "in anaat & the Convattion Canter.""" Amazngy, where many warking Las Vegans aould na
afford to s Srip etatanas in the caano shomroams Mardli endbled " these locals' to se favarite
pasondities” far fred' & his pgp aonaats on Sunday aftenoons A sanse of cammunity emerged.

The Good Friday Conaart, hdd in 1985, wes for Mardli and aha's hismog goedaaular liturgca
pafarmance with an etimated 1000X) goedatars The pecple in atendance weare regdlly entartained.
It wes reparted that the gogod of . Mathew wes dramaizad by a et in paiod acdume Danny
Thames saved asthe Gogod narraar. A wdl-knoan local didrid judge wes commantata ad
Paontius Pilate wes played by the dnairmean of the Clark Caunty Cammisson'

The fdlomng year, Mordli wrae a muscd varson for en Eaga Sunday Sunrise Sarvice This
syvice a0 haed an ovaflomng aond. Mardli praudly announcad thet for this et his wife
"desgned ad aut aut ane hundred aodumes' ™ The numba of partidpants in these produdions
required intense planning an the svomman's part, but it goparatly provided agegtea levd o
exdteanat for the audienae and, thus mede the edra dfort warthwhile to him.

In an interviev with Coffer fiveyears befare his rdirament, Mordli cammented thet his aammunity
musca acoomplisimants "were his goead pride” The gopartunity to sere the magc of musc ad
dl its varigy with his fdlow Las Vegans wes the goark thet provided lifés goedd meening. In his
wards " The idea is to eqocse the pegple to dll kinds of mudc gve them a little bit of esarything.
Nathing... can teke the place of a aonaat hdl when it aames to a musd education. Why isthet? I

" Masini, 3

" Ibid.

" Carimby, "Mardli" pand disousson.
Ortwan, written tetimaonid.

" Masdni, 4

* Coffer, 24

* 1hid. 22
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you g an audience togagha ad play to them for two haurs...apragyam that indudes Brahms
Srauss alittle Wagne, ad a little Sousa on the same pragam - you've achieved saomghing' ™ And,
he added, "' ..peple ..sddom g ay variaty... [butf] when they aame to ny aonaats | will put

Sousa, Gadwin, Ve di, Rachmanindf, with a Liszt pilano aonagto an the same pragam. | wat to
hdd thar interet ad that'stheway | do itt'™ Mordli, atrae aulturd architedt, hgoed that, with
time the atadass wauld gow in rdinematt ad devdgp manea's goprgoriate far these cocasons
He aould s hewes having a oartain mesare of suaoess In the meantime Mardli aontanted himsdif
knoning aonaat atendance numba's wareg in Sovman's tams ' off the dharts™

Degoite prafessona suacess Mardli's hedth wesfailing. In 1970, aftar rdoaunding fram a srdke he
subssguantly auffered smdle drakes In 1971, fdlonmng abran hemarhage herdired asthe Sands
adhedra leeda** On June 17, 1974 jud Sy of his 70* birthday, Mardli quigly pessad anay a his
hame with Hden wes & his9de Infinalatribute to he husoband, Hden wes quaed in the S as
sying the pagple of Las Veges had, "log agood ad dear friend in the muscfield."™ Maordli s
theba" for Srip etatanmeant and through hispgp conoarts pranaed the aulturd groath of Las
Veges Althaugh somaimes controvergd, Mardli grove for musca exodlence in himadf ad in
those araund him.

Thaough the Clark Caunty population wes gopradmeatdy 60000 in 1954 a thetimedf the dasscdl
mudca diredar's arriva, thearea gaev to nearly 380000 peple in 1974 Mareove', during his
yeer's in the Copa Room, Mardli saw Las Veges edablidh its place an thewarld entertainment dage

In 1977, three years atar Mardli'sdegth, the Universty of Wyaming recognized the sgnificance of
the condudar in the higary of entertainmeant and aultura devdgomeant; thet inditution became the
rgoostary for many of his muscd pgpas™ Aftea the many hidarical phaay gohs ad recardings of
his cammunity aonaats presarved by Hden Mardli ware gven to the Juniar Leegue of Las Veges
EndomMmatt Fund, the arganization danated them to the Soedd Cdledtions Dgoartmant of the
Universty of Neveda, Las Veges ad to the Amadd Saw Pooular Musc Ressrch Cate & the
Universty of Neveda

" lbid. 25.
«lbid.

Reddie written tetimaonid.
" Obituery
" All Srip hads arein the county. Even a that time the vistar vdume & ay ane time added greedy to the parcaved
population of Las Veges In 1980, Clark Caunty's papulation would hit 463087. Clark County's presat day population is
1961260,

Lete verifying reodpt from Universty of Wyaming, 1977.
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The Morelli House warants documentation under Criterion C, as areamarkable example of
modernidic syle of architecture. The Morelli House was built in 1959 in the pregtigious Desat Inn
Edates overlooking the second fairway a the world-class Desat Inn Golf Course. The Desat Innwes
the fifth caano property to be built dong the Las Vegas Strip, and was the Strip's premier resort for
over adecade. Although the resort was thefirst country club community built in Las Vegas, it wes not
origindly desgned as a housng devdopment. Thefi rsthomes on the resort groimds were for the use
of owne and devdoper, Wilbur Clark, his executives, and high rallers, induding Howard Hughes.
Desat Inn Edates was devdoped in 1952, two years after the opening of the Desart Inn Casino ad
Resort. The 65 parcds encirded the golf course to the eedt of the hotdl, with open desart land beyond.
A few yearslater, 15interior parcds were devdoped under the name of Desart Inn Edates 2. The
avarage parcd dzewes .25 acre with double lots interspersed. Desart Inn Edateswas thefirstLas
Vegas devdopmeant with modem architectural design. As such, notable individuas opted to build
homes in the Edates, induding Kedy Smith and Betty Grable and her husband, bandleeder Harry
James Bab Miller, Nevadas govemor from 1989 to 1999, grew up in Desart Inn Edtaes. The
modem design aesthetic gopeded to many, especidly to Antonio and Helen Morélli.

The Morelli Housewas built in 1959 by Antonio Morelli, who desred a modem dylefor hishouse in
the Desat Inn Edtates and collaborated with the Sends Hotel and Casino's carpenter foreman, Richard
Small. Together the two men designed and ultimatdy built the house & 52 Country Club Drive after
Las Veges achitect Hugh E. Taylor drew the plans. Richard Smdl was the medler carpenter & the
Sands, but he dso built severd cusom homes in town. Smdl first came to Nevadafrom Montana
during the depresson to work in the slver mines a Silver Pegk. Although he travded beck to
Montana, he retumed to Las Vegas during World Wear Il ad later worked as the carpenter foreman a
the Nevada Tes Site, where he built Sractures usd in the omic tedts.

Richard Smdl's son, Michadl, was a teenager when the Morelli House was built. Michadl and his
older brather Richard hdped ther father with the congraction. Michad Smdl recdls condraction
detalls, as well as converstions with Morelli aoout hisvison for his home According to Smal, the
Morellis were influenced by Rudolf Schindler's "window wall" housesin PAm Springs, and Philip
Johnson's "Glass housg' in New Canaan, Connecticut, Helen's home town.* The LasVegas house
was to be comfortable and casud. Naturd wood was important to Morelli, as it westo Schindler.
Smdl recdls redoing the redwood ceiling threetimesbefore Morelli wes satisfied.

That Rudolf Schindler served as insoiration for the Morelli House is gppropriate, snce Schindler
deveoped hisarchitectura syle in the 1920s in the suny dimate of southera Califomia, an area thet

As indcaed dove the dsousson uda Gritaion C dans heavily from the caregooding disousson in Harmon,
"Maordli Hoee" In eddtion, the impatance o the Mordli hause desgn is dsoussad in Rordd M. Javes adl Hizaboah
SHfard Havey, Nevadds Higaric Bulldings A Quitured Legary (Raa Univarsty of Neveoh Press 2009).

Miched Smdll, pasord communicetion May 9, 2001
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hes srangy influenced Las Veges architedure far decades Sthindler smdied architedure ad
egnegingin his native Audria. Ingoired by architet Addf Loos Sthindle came to the United
Saes in 1914 Disgppanted with America, Shindle wes planning to redum to Audria when he
saured a postion & Frank Lloyd Wright's Tdiessn qudio. In 1920, Wright st Schindler to Los
Angdes to ovarsse aondradion o the Bangddl hauss knoawn taday asthe Hdlyhodk hause Upan
aompleion of the Hdlyhodk hauss Shindler gayed in Califomia, goaning his oamn pradice By

1998 Sthindle devdgped a particular vison of architedture thet is refleded in Maordli's plans for his
hame " The sanse far the parogotion of architedure is na the eyes but living. Our life isits image" ™

Philip Jahnson, an early pragoanat of the Internationd Syle warked with the eerly mademid mede's
fram Europe induding Miesven da Rohe Wata Grapius Le Carbuser, and J.J.P. Oud, dag

with mege's fram the United Sates induding Schindler, and his adleegue and fdlow Audrian,
Richard Neutra Begiming in 1946, Jahnsn undatadk the building of his oan hame in Newv Canaen,
Caonnedtiaut thet would intarpret "'the wardhip of gass we inherited fram [Gamen pioneary
Shegbat ad Taut."" Johnsn's ideds are d<0 refleded in the Mardli House "I wes building an
Ameican house | like to gt autdoars quidkly, 0 Iraisedit [anly] two ggos above the graund™

Philip Jdhnson wat oan to adhe desgn reams like pogmaodamism, but Sthindler, who died in 1963
pradiced his art in the tampeaate regans of southen Califomia, as wdl asthe desart emviramant of
Pdm Sorings with a dimate smilar to Las Vegas Even his eerly hauses goartedflatrodfs with wide
ovehangs and window walls to bring the autdoars in and mdd the building with the gte One of
Schindle's desgn prindples wes thet nahing betied down, " Onee an archited begns to warry aoax
tying things domn and abaut carret goaangs he arrives anly & fama harmaonies ad these have
little to do with living." The Mordli House digolays this sanse of na bangtieddown, assMardli's
vigon wes to avad famdism in arda to aeste a place for living, rathe then for show.

The Mardli Hause drew upon the legades of wo gest architeds and hdped etabligh for Las Veges
atradition of digindive and adventuraus ardhitedure Degpite the fad thet some intayrity wes logt
when the hause wes moved fram its arignd location dang the Desart Inn Gdlf Coursg the Mardli
House ramans a sgnificant deamat o Las Vegas architedurd higory. And snae its interior
rgoresants a ranarkable uncompramised dagyee of presgvation, the Mordli House indudes ane o
the bet examples of paicd desgn in Southeam Neveda

The madem gyle of the Mardli House wes rerdutionary far Las Veges Othe ausan hames ofthe
time wae mardy eqpandad randhrdyle fams The Mardli House braught veuited aalings to the
desat and the aonogot of integrating the building with the Ste particulerly effective in a gaf course
dedgomant. In aMay 2, 201 tdgohane convasation, UNLYV prdfessr of architedure Jang White

"“"MdCoy 1990BI1K0
" Wedh 193435
" Wb 19343%
"MdCoy 19801414
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intarpreed the Ste plan of the Mardli House ad its rdationship to its seting. The windoa~wal
fafade, fadng the gaf course westhefront of the hame - its mawumentd facade The ste wes o the
umeag impartance to the dracture as were its propartions The arignd plans $vow adifferent front
arangamat, with a 6foa-high blodk wal st in 2g-zags aegting a dynamic goproaech. The pod
wes buih benind thewall, heterad fram the dred. Mardli's naghbars built pods an the galf course
gde o thar hames providing no privacy faor sMmmea's ad intefering with thebuildings interplay
with the gaf course Mardli undardaod the rdationship bewaan building and graunds and bewen
edaias ad intaias he admired deen lines pairad with eshenved amamantd  plantings

Aaxrding to Rdoat Fidden, apraminat architet in Las Veges and Alan Hess a wdl-knoan
presrvaionid and writar goeddizing in Mid-Ceantury Maden architedure the Mardli House
examplifies particularly in itsinteriars the Cdifomia Mosemat o the Ameican Intenationd

Shad o that gyle The Mordli Hausef it serchiteds McAletar and McAleta'slabd of
"Catemparary,” andhe tem for Ameican Intamationd, a daivative of the Intemaiond gyle ssn
snce the 1910s in thewaks of R. M. Shindler and Ridhard Neutral in Southem Cdifomia and of the
inter nationally-knonn architedt, Frank Lloyd Wrigtt™ The Mordli House dso meds the desgn intent
o " Pgouluxe’ which autha Thames Hine desribes as ™ fim, fashionable fantadic ad futuridic™ '~
Direded by omea's Antonio and Hden Mordli, architedt, Hugh E. Taylor, incorparated Mid-
Catury Madam festures in hisdesgn sudh asthewiddy overhangng eaves and eqoansve dass
windons”™ The madamid hauses of R. M. Shindler and the "' Glass hausg'  of Philip Jdhnsn
ingoired the Mardlis and Taylor. Acoording to Alan Hess the Mardli House isa " mature ad
exadlent desgn that illudrates the popularity and proy esveness of Madem architedurein mid-
antury Las Vegas™ ™

To quae Hess abaut this resaurcg even afta the move " The higaric Antanio and Hden Mordli
House presavad by the Juniar Leegue of Las Vegas.is a vibrant raminde of the nevness gatimism
and gyle in Las Veges in the middtwantigh aantury. The hausgs bdd harizontd lines dass walls
goen plan, and naturd matearids embady the fundamentd tanents of [Mid-Catury] Madan
architedture and Madam living in thet period.”

For nexrly twaty years Antanio and Hden Mardli mede this maden hause thar hame In 1978
fdlonmng Antonio's desth, Hden sdd the hame to Kay Glenn. Glenn hed bean Honerd Hughes press
sardary fram 1B until the millionarés degth in 19/6. For ova waty years Glen mdiauloudy
maintained the hame and proparty. In 2000, Seve Wymn purdhesad the Desat Inn with the intent to

Dr. Rdoat Fidden, ard intarviev by Carde C. Tary, May 25, 2010, Alan Hess " A Naw Architedure far a New
City." The Mordli House (LasVages Juniar Leegue of Las Veges 2008) 5. Lee MAlete ad Virgnia McAlede. A
Fidd Guide to American Hauses (New Yark: Alfred A. Knopf, 1990 482
" Thames Hine Populuxe (New Yak: Alfred A. Knapf, 1985 38

Taylor wesingoired by architet Wayne McAllider when aetting thelarge shdtaing rodf & the Mardli Hause
atrane Hess " Architedure” 10,

" Hess "Architetture” 19,
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demalish it, the golf course, and the homesin the Desat Inn EStates In 2001, the Junior Lesgue
rescued and rdocated the house for rehabilitation on their Bridger Avenue parcd.

Condudon

The Morelli House, condracted in 19689 and rdocated in 2001, isdigible for liging in the Nationd
Regider of Historic Flaces under Criteria A and B. Additiond documentation under Criterion Cis
provided for information only. Although the stracture hes been moved, it nevathdesshes an
outdanding degree of integrity, particularly regarding its Sgnificant interior goaces combined with the
fact thet it isan excdlent expresson of this syle of architecture. The interior, in particular, preserves
a place that survives as the bet sditing to interpret the important dory of Antonio Morelli, and if it
were possible for him and hiswife to remra to the house, they would enter the front door and fed as
though they hed never |€ft. In addition, it isimportant to underdand thet the Morelli House isthe
place where Antonio Morelli lived throughout his Las Vegas career, ad it isthe only surviving place
where the sgnificant dory of the maestro can be interpreted.

Given the relocation of the Morelli House, this nomination calsfor an exception under Criterion
Congderaion B. The Junior Leegue of Las Vegas hes restored the Morelli House in both its exterior
and interior gopearance in accordance with the United Sates Seordary of the Interior's Standards.
The house hes bean moved fromits golf course setting, which weas demalished for twenty-first cenmry
devdopment. The Junior League sdected alat adjacent to the Las Veges High Schoal Neighborhood
Nationd Regider Higtoric District s thet its front facade continues to facethe sreet and it continues
to open to architecture from the early mid twentieth century. Although the Morelli House dates to the
late mid twentieth century, which is only modestly regpresanted by the neighboring historic district, it
can be regarded as a complemant to the digtrict. In addition, the sgnificance of the Morelli Houseis
rooted in the arts, which are promoted with the high school's function as a center for educetion in the
ats

This nomination adso calsfor an exception under Criterion Congderation G. The Morelli Houseis
sgnificant as an expresson of the growth of the entertainment indudtry as expressed by Morélli's
career extending from his resdence in the house, beginning in 1959 and extending to his retiremantt in
1971. The houssis o well presarved from the dete of its condraction, thet in itsalf, the resource is
clearly anchored in aperiod thet excesdsfifty years. Nevathdess Morelli's involvement in the
growth of the entartainment industry and his persond contribution to the culturd milieu of LasVeges
extended to the end of hiscarer in 1971. There consequentiy must be condderation of the resource
a6 an expresson of aperiod of sgnificance thet indudes years that are less then five decades ago
(Specid Congderation G). Ligting the Morelli House under Specid Congderation G s justified
because the resource dates to and is dearly an expresson of the late 1950s Morelli's carear began
during the 1950s and the Morelli House is araresurvivor of resources rdated to the critical period of
Las Vegas devdopment during the 19650s and 1960s
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Today, asthe aurratt omner, the Juniar League of Las Veges utilizes the Mordli Hause in awey thet
rgoresats a minima amaunt of intrason to the interiar goace There areno additions to the dradure
and the Juniar League hes inveded aonddaable resources sresning the badkyard ad rexredting the
Mordli's patio. Because the badkyard is 9zesble an architedtur aly-compatible conarge blodk wall
aombined with tress ad bushes aegte a vida thet ss2s mare naturd then would aherwise be
passble in its newv urben aontedt. The reault is an equansve backyard where manring veogdaion is
inareesngdy pranaing a feding of a seduded goace in kegoing with whet the Mordlis arigndly
enjoysd.
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Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries ofthe property.)
The National Register boundaries for the Morelli House include the .51-acre parcel identified as Assessor's Parcel
Number 139-34-701-002, Clark County, Nevada.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)
The National Register boundaries for the Morelli House conform to the parcel on which the house is sited.
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Reoresantative Phatogr gphs
(0001-0012)

Name Morelli House

City: LasVeges

Coimty: Clark

Sae Nevada

Photographer: Rex Windom

Dae 2009

Description:  Exterior, front fafade. Facing N.
Number: 0001

NV_Clark_Morelli House 0001

Description:  Exterior, front facade. Facing N.
Number: 0002
NV Clark Morelli House 0002

Description:  Interior, foyer with partition.
Number: 0003
NV Clark Morelli House 0003

Description:  Interior, living room.
Number: 0004
NV_Clark Moreli House 0004

Description:  Interior, living room and dining room.

Number: 0005
NV_Clark Mordli House 0005

Description:  Interior, dining room with partition.
Number: 0006
NV_Clark Morelli House 0006

Description:  Interior, breskfast nook.
Number: 0007
NV Clark Morelli House 0007

Destription:  Interior, kitchen.
Number: 0008
NV Clark Morelli House 0008

(Expires 5-31-2012)

Maordli House

Name of Property

Clark County

County and State

NA

Name of multiple listing (if applicable)
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Desription: Interiar, kitchen, looking into foyar ad dining room.

Numbe: G000
NV _Clark Mardli House 0009

Desription: Interiar, meda bathroom.

(Reoat repairs to damegqd tile na refleded in phaiagyrgph.)

Numba: Q010
NV Clack Mordli House OO0

Dexription: Interior, mege bathroom fauot with " AM"  manogram.

Numba: G011
NV Clak Mordli House Q011

Dexription: Interiar, guest bethroom.
Numbe: Q012
NV Clak Modli House (012
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Section number Photographs  Page 3

Supplamentd Context Phatogrgphs
(0013-0019)

Name: Morelli House

City: LasVegas

Coimty: Clark

State Nevada

Photographer: Melissa Gonzaes
Dae 2011

Description: View from living room towards backyard and northem property perimeter. Facing NW.

Number: 13
NV ClarkMorelli House 0013

Description: View ofbackyard with patio. Facing E.
Number: 14
NV _Clark_Morelli House 0014

Description: View towards eastem property perimeter. Facing E.
Number: 15
NV ClarkMorelli HouseOOIS

Description: RearfaQade. Facing SW.
Number: 16
NV ClarkMorelli House 0016

Description: View towards westem perimeter. FacingW.
Number: 17
NV_Clark_Morelli House 0017

Description: Oblique view of front faBade andfi-ontyard. Facing SW.

Number: 18
NV Clark Morelli House 0018

Description: Viewfi”~omthe front entrance towards southem property perimeter. Facing S

Number: 19
NV Clark Morelli House 0019
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Hidaric Imegess

Antonio Mardli
Unknoann date
NV _Clark Maordli House |

Saaa Alan Bible Antanio Mordli, Presdatt Lyndon B. Jahnson, Senatar Hovard Canan
154
NV _Clark Mardli House 2

Antanio Mardli ad the Cagpa Room Ordhedra
Unknoan date
NV Clak Mordli House 3

Jak Entrate, Danny Thames Antonio Mardli & the 122 Anniversry of the Sands
154
NVClarkMordli House 4

Den Martin, Antonio Mordli, Frank Snara
19390
NV Clak Maordli House 5

Don Ridkles Gexrge Bums Mr. and Mrs Nat King Cde Cerlos Gagd, Antanio Mordli
1993
NV Clack Mordli Hause 6







































Morelli House, Las Vegas, Clark County, NV

0 01 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8
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Las Vegas NW
Made by NV SHPO
December 2011



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Morelli House Clark, Nevada 11001086

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

X Nomination Form (page 1)
Photographs (#)

~_USGS Map



United Sates Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Stredt, N.W.
Washington, DC 20240

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 11001086 Date Listed: 6-3-12
Property Name: Morelli House

County: Clark State: NV

This property islisted inthe National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the atached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusion, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

['2
Sgnature of Keegper / Dateof Action

Amended Items in Nomination
Sections. Areasof Significance

This Supplementary Listing Record amendsthe area of significance to
"Entertainment/Recreation” and éiminates "Entertainment and Leisure” and "Community
Planning and Devel opment,” which are indicated on page 4 of the nomination. The nomination
mekes the casefor eligibility in terms of Entertainment/Recreetion and for an association with
Antonio Morelli.

Noatitlcation and Didribution
The Nevada State Historic Preservation Office was notified of this amendment.
This notice was distributed to the following:

National Register property file

Nominating Authority, without nomination atachment



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGQ STER O HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON:  RESUBM SSI ON

PROPERTY Morelli House
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEVADA, Clark
DATE RECEI VED: 4/ 17/ 12 DATE OG- PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE G 16TH DAY: DATE GF 45TH DAY: 6/ 03/ 12
DATE O WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 11001086

DETAI LED EVALUATI ON:
Y ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 4s''~A"'~ DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:

The Morellli Housein LasVegasislisted in die National Register under criteria A and B for its association
with Entertainment /Recreation in LasVegas and for its association with the musician Antonio Morelli. As
music director a the Sands Hotel, Morelli wielded considerable influencein the emerging entertainment
industry in LasVegas. The house he and his wife Helen owned overlooking the Desert Inn Golf Course was
agathering place for famous musicians. The period of significance for die property is 1959 to 1971, dieyears
Morelli occupied the house. The entire neighborhood was demolished, except die Morelli House, whichwas
moved to ancther Las Vegaslocation.

SEE SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

RECOM / CRI TERI A

RV BER tcM/WTdA . A HHFOXIM D SO PLI NE

TELEPHONE IN-"MN-ZTATTA DATE "-i-/

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/N





















































































































Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Morelli House Clark, Nevada 11001086

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
Photographs (#)

X_USGS Map



LEO M. DROZDOFF, P.E. BRIAN SANDOVAL ddress Reply to:

Director Governor RECEIVED 220N /N Stewart Sreet, Quite 5004
Department of Conservation and Carson  “ity, NV 89701-5248
Natural Resources STATE OF NEVADA e (775) 684-3448
(775) 684-3442
DEC 23 A1

RONALD M.JAMES

Sale Historic Presen-ation Officer ww.nvshpo.org

NAT. RECBIER GF HSTORC AACES
NATONAL PARK SRUCE

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Decamba 14,2011

Barbara Wyatt, Hidorian
National Park Sarvice

1201 Eye Sredt, NW (2230)
Wadhington, DC 20006
Dear Ms Wytt,

Endosd pleessfindthe falowing nomination to the National Regde of Higoric Places
Mordli House Las Vegas Clark County, Nevada

The Nevada Board of Musaums and Higory gpproved the nomination a thar quarterly meding

on Deambe 2, 2011

Thank you for your condderation. Should you have quedions regarding this corregpondence

please aontad me by tdegphone a 77/5.684.3427 o by enall a dogdquig@shponv.us

Snoady,

Sara Fogdquig
Arcdhitectura Higorian

(NSPO Rev. 7-11)



LEO M.DROZDOFF. P.E. BRIAN SANDOVAL Address Reply to:

Director Governor 901 S Sewart Sreet, Suite 5004
Department of Conservation and Carson City, NV 89701-5248
Natural Resources STATE OF NEVADA Phone: (775) 684-3448

Fax: (775) 684-3442
RONALD M. JAMES

Sate Historic Preservation Officer RECBfVEDA 280

APR 1 7 A2
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURC aVT. AGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE NATIONAL PARK SFRMICE
April 132012

Barbara Wyatt, Higorian
Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Sregt, NW (2280)
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Ms Wyt

Endosad pleasefindthe falowing nomination to the National Regde of Higoric Places

Mordli House Las Vegas Clark County, Nevada

Thank you for your condderation. Should you have quetions regarding this corregpondence
please contad me by tdegphone a 7756843427 o by email a dFogdquig@shponv.us

Snoa dy,

Fogdquid
Architectura Higorian

(NSPO Rev 7-11)



