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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Kiels-McNab House is a Greek Revival raised cottage of frame and brick 
construction. It is composed of two main blocks, both of which are rectan­ 
gular. The front section, which has a gabled roof and two end-interior 
chimneys, is joined to the rear section of the house which projects approx­ 
imately two feet on the left of the building. The roof of this rear section 
is divided into two halves. On the left as one faces the facade the roof is 
gabled, on the right it is hipped, v

The ground floor is constructed of brick and the upper, or main floor, of 
overlapping white pine board six inches in width.XA raised portico across 
the front of the cottage is supported by six pillars of stuccoed brick faced 
with ornamental stone. These pillars are joined by flat arche^k Six 
steps on either side lead from the ground level to a central landing and 
from there six central steps lead to the porch. Six small round Doric 
columns support the roof the portico which features a dentiled entablature. 
Bannisters along the stairs are similar to ones which connect the columns 
of the portico.

A central single door is hardwood with four inset panels and has four 
lights on either side. The four front windows are floor length with four 
panes per sash, each measuring 26 x 15 inches.

The interior of the ground floor consists of a sitting room and a bedroom 
along the front. A dining room and a serving hall in the rear are divided 
by a central hall which has brick walls and floor. The enclosed stairs 
rise from this hall with a plain handrail which runs up on a side. The 
kitchen was separate and to the rear.

The main floor consists of an entry hall, two parlors, two bedrooms and 
a rear hall where the stairs are located. An unadorned ceiling medallion 
is located in the front hall. The two front parlors open into this hall 
with panelled doors each 3 1/2 feet wide, making a seven foot opening 
on each side. The two bedrooms on the back open into the front parlors and 
the rear hall. The fireplaces in the front parlors have evidently been re­ 
worked as they are colored glazed tile and have more elaborate mantels. 
Other fireplaces are small, and brick faced. Hearths are plaster on brick 
and the mantels are grooved with pilaster effects. All ceilings are 16 
feet high aid all interior walls, except those in the ground floor hall are 
plaster on lathe.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kiels-McNab House served as the residence of two Eufaulians who played 
significant roles in the early history of this city?* Elias M. Kiels, a 
prominent leader in the radical reconstruction movement and John McNab, 
an early bankerv

Kiels, a native Alabamian known to have been living in Eufaula as early as 
1837, constructed this cottage as his home in 1840. Later, after the Civil 
War, he constructed a more elaborate brick structure using this house as a 
model. Unfortunately, this later structure did not survive.

Prior to and during the Civil War, he served as Tax Assessor of Harbour 
County. In 1870 he ran for the office of the Judge of the City Court of 
Eufaula on the Republican ticket. During his period he became a leader of 
the radical reconstruction element and became involved in the bloody 
election riots of November, 1874, when his young son was killed. Sub­ 
sequent to the congressional investigations which followed the riot, he 
left Barbour County and never returned.

In 1880 the property was purchased by John McNab, an early settler who 
came to Eufaula in its earliest days and became one of the richest and 
most influential citizens. A banker, churchman and Intendant of the town, 
he played a very conspicuous role in the financial history of the town. 
His bank, The Eastern Bank of Alabama, was chartered in the 1850's.

The cottage remained in the McNab family until 1973, when it was purchased 
from his grandson, Eugene Britt Doughtie, by the City Water Works and 
Sewer Board of Eufaula for restoration as offices.
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FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory—Nomination Form
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections_______________

1. Name

historic Kiels-McNab House

and/or common Kiels-McNab House

2. Location

street & number West Washington Street not for publication

city, town Euf aula vicinity of congressional district 2

state Alabama code 01 county code QQ5

3. Classification
Category

district
x building(s)

structure
site
object

Ownership
.^"public
>• private 

both
Public Acquisition

in process
being considered

Status
x occupied

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
x yes: restricted

yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture

x commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name M. C. Dixon Lumber Company, Inc.

street & number P. 0. Box 619

city, town Euf aula state Alabama,

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Barbour County Courthouse Vol. C., page 302 

street & number Broad Street

city, town Eufaula

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

has this property been determined elegible? __ yes _x_ no

date 19 70-present federal state county local

depository for survey records Alabama Historical Commission

city, town Montgomery state Alabama



7. Description

Condition
x excellent

good
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

x altered

Check one
original site

x moved date 1974

Describe the present and original (iff known) physical appearance

Original description submitted with 1973 nomination:

The Kiels-McNab House is a Greek Revival raised cottage of frame and brick construction.
It is composed of two main blocks, both of which are rectangular. The front section,
which has a gabled roof and two end-interior chimneys, is joined to the rear section
of the house which projects approximately two feet on the left of the building. The
roof of this rear section is divided into two halves. On the left as one faces the facade th(
roof is gabled, on the right it is hipped.

The ground floor is constructed of brick and the upper, or main floor, of overlapping 
white pine boards, six inches in width. A raised portico across the front of the 
cottage is supported by six pillars of stuccoed brick faced with ornamental stone. 
These pillars are joined by flat arches. Six steps on either side lead from the 
ground level to a central landing and from there six central steps lead to the porch. 
Sic small round Doric columns support the roof of the portico which freatures a 
dentiled entablature. Bannisters along the stairs are similar to ones which connect 
the columns and are urn-type. The upper tier of the portico appears to be of late 
19th century vintage.

A central single door is hardwood with four inset panels and has four lights on 
either side. The four front windows are floor length with four large panes per 
sash, each mearsuring 26 x 15 inches.

The interior of the ground floor consists of a sitting room and a bedroom along 
the front. A dining room and a serving hall in the rear are divided by a 
central hall which has brick walls and floor. The enclosed stairs rise from 
this hall with a plain handrail which runs up one side. The kitchen was separate 
and to the rear.

The main floor consists of an entry hall, two parlors, two bedrooms and a rear hall 
where the stairs are located. An unadorned ceiling medallion is located in the 
front hall. The two front parlor open into this hall with paneled doors each 3 1/2 
feet wide, making a seven foot opening on each side. The two bedrooms on the back 
open into the front parlors and the rear hall. The fireplaces in the front parlors 
have evidently been reworked as they are colored glazed tile and have more elaborate 
mantels. Other fireplaces are small and brick-faced. Hearths are plaster on brick 
and the mantels are grooved with pilaster effects. All ceilings are 16 feet high 
and all interior walls, except those on the ground floor halls are plaster on lathe.

Addendum to original description:

During the move, the following changes were made to the house. The flat arches of 
the ground floor were converted to arched openings, the round columns, of the porch 
were exaganged for square ones and the balusters were replaced with simple 
rectangular ones. These last two changes are probably appropriate for the original 
period of construction for the house.

The present lot was vacant when the house was moved to it.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699
1700-1799

X 1800-1899
1900-

Areas off Significance — Check
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture
art

X commerce
communications

and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics
education
engineering
exploration/settlement .
industry
invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy

X politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
Other (specify)

Specific dates c. 1840 Builder/Architect

Statement off Significance (in one paragraph)

POLITICS 5 COMMERCE

The Kiels-McNab House is significant for its associations with two prominent 
Eufaulians who played important roles in the early history of the city; 
Elias M. Kiels, a leader in the radical reconstruction movement, and John McNab, 
an early banker. Although McNab 's Bank (NRHP) still stands, no other structure 
associated with Kiels exists.

In 1973, the Kiels -McNab House was listed on the National Register at its location 
on Barbour Street , but was delisted when it was moved to its present location in 
1974. At the time of the move, the house was located directly across from 
Avondale Cotton Mills and adjacent to a trailer court and a quick food market, 
It was set fairly close to the sidewalk. On its new site, .6 of a mile from the 
original site , the house is located on a high knoll set back from the street 
(see photographs for comparison) .

Elias M. Kiels , a native Alabamian known to have been living in Eufaula as early as 
1837, constructed this cottage as his home in 1840. Later, after the Civil War, 
he constructed a more elaborate brick structure using this house as a model, 
This later structure did not survive.

Prior to and during the Civil War, he served as Tax Assessor of Barbour County. 
In 1870, he ran for the office of the Judge of the City Court of Eufaula m the 
Republican ticket. During this period he became a leader of the radical recon­ 
struction element. He became involved in the bloody election riots of November 
1874, when his young son was killed. After the congressional investigations 
following the riot, he left Barbour County and never returned.

In 1880 the property was purchased by John McNab, an early settler who came to 
Eufaula in its earliest days and became one of the richest and most influential 
citizens. A banker, churchman and Intendant of the town, he played an important 
role in the finanical history of the town. His bank, the Eastern Bank of Alabama, 
was chartered in the 1850s. The cottage remained in '.the McNab family until 1973, 
when it was purchased from a grandson, Eugene Britt Doughtie, by the City Water 
Works and Sewer Board of Eufaula for restoration as offices.



9. Major Bibliographical References

(See continuation sheet)
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Verbal boundary description and justification

(See continuation sheet)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Susie C. Alexander and Florence F. Strang 

name/title Eufaula Heritage Association_________ / Ellen Mertins

organization Alabama Historical Commission date

street & number 725 Monroe Street telephone 832-6621

city or town Montgomery state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national Instate __ local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Reservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register an/certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth byJfte Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature £//!/£* /*? jC^/_ , ( /_____________

h

For HCRS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date / • ^ / - &
Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 830
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United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Heereation Service

Continuation sheet_____________________Item number 10____ Page 1

That certain tract or parcel of real estate situated in the City of Eufaula, Barbour 
County, Alabama, more particularly described as follows: From the intersection of 
the center line of South Macon Avenue and West Washington Street South right-of-way 
run North 86 degrees 30 minutes East 334.7 feet along said South right-of-way to 
the point of beginning; thence continue North 86 degrees 30 minutes East 141.3 feet; 
thence South 1 degree 13 minutes West 696 feet; thence North 88 degrees 41 minutes 
West 63.3 feet; thence North 6 degrees 16 minutes East 120.71 feet; thence North 
0 degrees 40 minutes 30 seconds East 129.56 feet; thence North 7 degrees 41 minutes 
30 seconds West 134.59 feet; thence North 14 degrees 38 minutes 30 seconds West 128.14 
feet; thence North 9 degrees 59 minutes West 114.01 feet; thence North 3 degrees 44 
minutes West to the point of beginning, a distance of 66.6 feet.
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STREET AND NUM BERS

Barbour Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Eufaula

Official Map of Eufaula made by Polvengineering. Dothai^Ala5,s

DATE: Sent. 1969
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3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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C BUILDINGS

iarnegie Public Library * 4 D-5 
JChamber of Commerce # 1 D-5 
/ City Hall 13 D-5 

County Court House * 3 D-5 
Shorter Mansion 118 D-4 
U. S. Post Off ice #2 D-5 
Water Office * 3 D-5

SCHOOLS
Bluff City Elementary Sch. * 19 H-4 
Eufaula High School * 8 C-4 
Lakeside School * 20 A-6 
T. V. McCoo High School * 11 F-5 
Van Buren Elementary School 1 10 E-6 
Western Heights Grammar School 1 9 E-3

RECREATIONAL
Country Club & Golf Course * 17 E-l 
Chewalla Crk. Marina * 15 A-5 
Football Field #5 C-4

MISCELLANEOUS

Alabama Ntnl. Guard Armory * 6 E-3 
Alabama Power Company * 13 D-5 
Barbour County Hospital # 7 E-3 
Cemetery * 16 B-5
Southeast Alabama Gas Co. * 12 D-5 
Southern Bell Telephone Co. * 14 D-5
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