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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This group of houses along East Kansas Avenue represents the Corps efforts for an 
interesting town to support building Fort Peck Dam in eastern Montana. The original 
residences exhibit considerable variety in their exterior treatments and construction 
materials. Their location and placement along a curved street help to eliminate the 
monotony usually associated with company towns. This group of houses represents the I New 
Deal in Montana and are supportive of the Multiple Resource Nomination for the townsite 
and dam. Their style is known as "Cottage Picturesque" and they are typical of the 
architecture which was prevalent in government buildings of the day.

The streetscape for these houses is quite pleasant. The street is lined with large 
trees. All the houses are located on one side of the street; across the street are trees 
and grasslands. These one-story dwellings have been, and continue to be, occupied by 
Corps employees and their families. •..:>••-.

These houses on East Kansas Avenue have been extensively remodeled, both inside and 
out. The insides of the houses have been remodeled several times. The exterior of the 
houses has been changed, porches have been made into rooms, aluminum storm windows have 
been added. (See attached Survey Form for 1930*s Residences)

These residences, with adjoining garages, are utilized for single family housing 
for Corps of Engineers employees.

They are considered "Cottage Picturesque", with various configurations, gabled and 
hipped roofs, one-story structures with attics. The construction materials used were 
wood frame and horizontal siding with brick and/or stone veneer at the street elevation. 
They generally have brick chimneys. The finishes consist of painted wood construction.

ADDRESS DATE BUILT STYLE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

1101 East Kansas Ave.
1102 East Kansas Ave.
1103 East Kansas Ave.
1104 East Kansas Ave.
1105 East Kansas Ave.
1106 East Kansas Ave.
1107 East Kansas Ave.
1108 East Kansas Ave.
1109 East Kansas Ave.
1110 East Kansas Ave.
1111 East Kansas Ave.
1112 East Kansas Ave.

1934
1934
1934
1934
1934
1934
1934
1934
1934
1934
1934
1934

Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque, 
Picturesque,

SIDING

dove gray shakes, 
metal siding, 
metal siding, 
dove gray shakes, 
metal siding, 
dove gray shakes 
metal siding, 
metal siding, 
rust colored-log, 
metal siding, 
metal siding 
metal siding,

ENTRANCE

native stone enti
white stucco enti
native stone enti

white stucco enti

reb brick ent 
white stucco enti 
stone fireplace 
white stucco enti

red brick entr

NOTE: All have red brick fireplaces except for 1109, which has a native stone fireplace.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This historic district is an intact group of residential New Deal architecture. The 
Cottage Picturesque style is present throughout the district, although each house is 
unique in detail. These houses were built to provide living quarters for the administra 
tive personnel and their families. The structures were built to be permanent dwellings 
and continue to house Corps employees.

The historic district is eligible for nomination under Criteria A -fc C.' These 
structures were built during the New Deal era, a time when there were thousands of people 
out of work. Large public works projects, like Fort Peck Dam, were initiated to achieve 
major tasks as well as employ the unemployed. This period, the Depression, was a signi 
ficant event which affected our country's history and I its people. The New Deal was the 
cure for the economic state and the mood of the people.

This group of houses represents a distinctive type of construction, commonly called 
Cottage Picturesque. This was a unique style of architecture, closely associated with 
the New Deal/WPA project. This historic district's architecture makes a significant 
contribution to the overall picture of architecture in Montana's history.

These residences are now over 50 years old. They represent an effort, on the part 
of the Corps of Engineers, to create a pleasant environment for the employees. Although 
all the houses are Cottage Picturesque, variations on that theme avoid monotony. The 
semi-circular shape of the town also provides eye appeal.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Point A is located on East Kansas Avenue, between house at 1112 and 1113. The 
boundary proceeds along East Kansas Avenue to the south, southeast where it intersects 
with Teton Road and North Platte Street (this is point B). Proceed along North Platte 
Street west, southwest until the boundary returns to Point A between 1101 East Kansas 
Avenue and 1125 North Platte Street (between backyards in block 1100).
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