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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

As early settlers became firmly established, the log cabins 
which commonly served as first residences were happily exchanged 
for larger, more comfortable homes. The Kinner House is an 
excellent example of these "second generation" homes.

The Kinner House, with its truncated hip gabled roof, and 
the rectangular, two-storey floor plan has a single-storey wing 
to the rear. The exterior material is handsome, squared rubble 
sandstone which was hand quarried by John Kinner. The stone is 
set in rubble squared fashion and has a natural finish.

Five bays are featured on the main facade, all are high 
and narrow, an influence of Kinner's Germany. The four windows 
are flat topped and sport shaped wooden lintels, recessed within 
a surrounding of twin, arched radiating voussoirs while the 
side surroundings are plain and wooden. Rock-faced stone lug- 
sills complete the window sets; the windows themselves are 
single sashed and double hung. A single stone stop rises to 
the centrally located doorway which is constructed in a manner
(as -xlo the brass hinges and knob) it is of single leaf construc 
tion with two decorative panels and a large transom with rounded
top corners. Set directly above the door - between the two, 
second storey windows is a date stone which is clearly marked 
"1896".

The eaves of the Kinner House are cornice boxed with a 
plain frieze and a small entablature. A complementary boxed 
cornice with plain frieze and return make up the roof trim for 
the medium gabled wing. A common brick chimney offset on the 
right ,siQpe marks ,the location of the original fireplace which 
has been recently closed and plastered over. A side entry on 
the ,sputh j f ac.ade of t,he, wi.ng ha,s_ been enclosed to hous.e. a 
modern -utility room.

.The interior, of tfrft .house is distinguished by carved 
wooden door frames which are done in a Gothic design; carved 
wooden, corner pieces also accent the walls of the four upstair 
bedrooms.

The well built, boldly attractive Kinner House sits among 
a large and healthy grove of cottonwoods, willows, and apple 
trees which were planted by Kinner even before his permanent 
home was completed. Lilac bushes, ivy growing on the north and 
west facades, and the uniquely beautiful location on the east 
bank of West Plum Creek combine to give .the Kinder House a 
distinction which is rarely equaled. ,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1859, John Kinner came to Denver from Rock island, 
Illinois. His first years in the region were spent as a 
government mule team driver along the trails in Wyoming, New 
Mexico, and Colorado. During ithis time, he also contracted 
to herd cattle for a number of the Denver area ranchers.

In approximately 1863, Kinner filed a pre-emption claim 
on one of the most fertile pieces of land in Douglas, .County - 
along West plum Creek. After marrying Elizabeth Field, who 
was living at the Old Clay pit Hotel, Kinner constructed 
a log cabin and began his ranching in earnest. This makes 
the Kinner ranch one of the earliest ranches founded in the 
West plum Creek Valley.

The ranch proved to be a highly successful venture, with 
Kinner raising wheat as well as running a very respectable herd 
of cattle. Because he owned the first mule team in the area, 
John Kinner also occasionally worked hauling :his neighbors' . 
wheat to the Littleton mill.

A's ~the Kinner family grew to eventually include eleven 
children, the need for a larger home was felt as the two 
room log cabin was no longer sufficient. -In 1889 -, -Kinner and 
his sons began to quarry stone from a nearby field; seven years 
later the comfortable, attractive house was totally completed. 
The Kinner House is unique in the valley by virtue of its desigr. 
and its stone construction, other homes being frame houses and 
rambling in floor design.

Kinner continued to be a successful and respected member 
of the West Plum Creek area until 1902 when he sold the 920 
acre ranch and relocated in Castle Rock.

The Kinner House is now occupied and in good condition 
with only minor interior alterations.
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