Ve e

5 REcENED
970

YULEE SUGAR MILL RUINS

Fla. 480, 0ld Homosassa
Citrus County
Standing on what once was part of a 3200-acre plan-
tation belonging to David Levy Yulee, (1810-1886) Florida's
first United States Senator, the ruins of the Yulee sugar
mill are all that remain of this early Florida promoter's
enterprises in this part of the State.

Much of the machinery of the mill is still intact,
though the place was burned near the end of the Civil War,
less than 20 years after its construction in 1851.

Yulee was active in many phases of the expansion of
the new State of Florida, and owned railroad interests as
well as plantations.

At the beginning of the Civil War, Yulee and his
family were living at Fernandina, but his wife and children
were sent to his Homosassa property near the Gulf for safety.
He joined them when Fernandina was captured by the Federals,
but later, while the family was visiting away from the planta-
tion, the Federals ascended the Homosassa River, and that place
was burned. The Yulees then moved to a cotton plantation
near Archer, and the Homosassa property was never rebuilt.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Yulee Sugar Mill Historic Memorial is located at 01d
Homosassa on Florida 90, west of U.S. 19. The area is covered
by a stand of live oak and sable palm. It is likely that this
growth has achieved its maturity since the sugar mill ceased
to be productive in the mid 1350'8.

The 35 foot long iron boiler with firebox beneath was
encased in limestone, like that of the adjoining smokestack.
The smokestack, or chimney, is approximately nine feet square
at the base, made of the same limestone rock, and reaches a
height of approximately 30 feet with some tapering towards
the top. In the chimney, six small holes (approximately eight
inches in diameter) puncture the four sides. Through these
holes passed the suspension system for the dampers, which
regulated the intensity of the heat by controlling the amount
of air allowed to pass up the chimney.

D S

The original platforms on which the steam engine and
associated cane crushing machinery set have disappeared. It
is surmised that they were carted off to be used as building
materials by residents of the area. Fortunately, most of the
machinery was too heavy to suffer a similar fate. The recon-
struction of these platforms and reassembling of the machinery
was supervised by Vincent Havens, Ranger for the Division of
Recreation and Parks. This was done after a careful analysis
of the operation of similar steam-powered mechanisms and a

- thorough examination of the former foundations. The name of
the manufacturer, Stillman- en and Company, Novelty Iron
Works, New York, is readily seen in raised letters on the
boiler, steam engine and stamped into the kettles. Three of
the five original kettles and the wells used to provideé water
for the boiler are also present. Provided with a brief
history, each visitor conducts himself on a tour around the
sugar mill. Interpretive signs explain the entire process
by which raw cane from the field was manufactureq“into sugar.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Yulee Sugar Mill Historic Memorial was once part of a
thriving sugar plantation owned by one of Florida's most out-
standing historic figures, David Levy Yulee. Yulee was born
to Moses Elias and Hanna Levy on June 12, 1810, on the island
of St. Thomas in the British West Indies (now the Virgin
Islands). 1In 1819, they sent their son, David, to Virginia to
pursue his education. His father, Moses, came to Florida
settling near Micanopy. Moses retained the name Levy, but
David resumed the family name of Yulee just before he married
the beautiful daughter of Governor Charles Wickliff of Kentucky
He was to name his property at Homosassa "Margarita" (Spanish
for pearl) in honor of his wife, saying that she was a pearl
among women.

David Levy Yulee was a member of the First Constitutional
Convention at St. Joseph in 1839, and in 1841 was elected
territorial delegate to the U.S. Congress. He was Florida's
first United States Senator when the territory.became the 27th
state of the Union in 1845. 1In approximately 1851, "Margarita,'
his 5,100 acre plantation on the Homosassa Riv became
productlve. In that year, machinery was bought from the New
York firm of Stillman-Allen and Company, Novelty Iron Works.
After being transported to Florida by a sailing vessel, it was
laborously moved inland to be assembled at its present location.
Yulee's plantation was to continue as a productive operation
for only 13 years.

In January of 1861, when Florida geceded from the Union,
Yulee and his family moved back to Florida from Washington to
share the fate of their state. Federal vessels of the blockad-
ing squadrons were stationed off the mouth of the Homosassa
River. This did not prevent the Yulee plantation from supplying
much needed sugar, syrup and fruit out through canals near the
mouth of the river to substain the Southern troops. While the
family was on a trip to the interior, a Federal force came up
the Homosassa River and burned the Yulee Mansion on Tigertail
Island on May 28, 1864. The mill, which was a considerable
distance inland, escaped a similar fate. After the war, Yulee
returned to live in Washington, D. C.
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