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The Frost Place is a low, white frame house, about 5V x 30 1 , facing the
Franconia range of the White Mountains. A porch runs the length of the front.
On the ground floor, the main part of the house consists of a single large room,
fronting on the porch behind the four windows and one door; a bedroom in the
projecting ell under the attic window; and a smaller bedroom behind this one
(see floor plans). On the floor above is a large front attic bedroom, and two
smaller bedrooms over the living room.
The house is substantially as it was between 1915 and 1920, when it was
owned by Robert Frost, although there have been changes. At that time, the
porch extended only in front of the projecting ell, under the attic window (see
1913 photograph). A wing and dormer window in the attic have been added at the
rear of the house.
The original room arrangement was also somewhat different. In Frost's time
a pantry, kitchen and living room occupied the space of the present 1 iving room.
A central fireplace has been added in this room. Frost's study was the larger
of the rooms now used as first-floor bedrooms. The original steep attic stairway has been replaced, and the two bedrooms over the living room have been finished. Frost's bedroom, the large front attic room, is unchanged smce his
The stove in the kitchen, a spruce
day, even to the orange paint on the floor. 1
piano, and a deal table he wrote on were also in the house in Robert Frost's time.
There is a barn 25' x 27', in excellent condition, where Frost kept his
cow and hens. An orchard he planted and wrote a poem about, "Goodbye and
Keep Cold," still stands on the northerly slope, as described in the poem. 2
The grounds are very well kept.
The house was sold by Will is Herbert to Robert Frost in 1915. In 1920,
Frost sold it to Raymond Holden, who in 1922 sold it to Mrs. Delia Harriman Herbert,
the widow of Will is Herbert. Mrs. Herbert, who undertook the renovations described, bequeathed it to her niece, the present owner, Mrs. Robert Neill. Mrs.
Neill, who was born in 1892, lived nearby when the Frosts bought the house and
remembers them well.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Frost Place in Franconia is famous as the house Robert Frost fell in love
with at first sight. Searching for a house in April of 1915, he came along the Ridge
Road, and saw it a long white house with many large windows facing a magnificent
view of Mt. Lafayette and the Franconia Range of the White Mountains. Around and above
the house lay the fields and woods of the farm it belongs to. In the road was the owner
Will is Herbert, later Frost l s good friend, raking leaves. Said Frost to him, with
Yankee directness,
"I'm going to put you off this farm, I want it."
"Where are you going to put me, in the road?"
"I'm going to put you on the farm next door."?
and he did. Soon he and his family were able to move in, to make the house their home
until October of 1920. Even after that time, Frost would return at times and seasons
when he needed rest, staying with the Fobes up the road, at the guest house where his
daughter was married in 1923.
Frost loved the house, and no wonder. It has a charm all its own, white
clapboards, a long front porch, part of which has a floor sagging towards the view.
Here Frost used to sit for long periods scribbling, scandalizing his busy farmer
neighbors. 5 The house, a typical L-shape, has a gently-aged look, so settled in the
landscape that it almost seems to be growing out of the ground. The present owner,
Mrs. Robert Neill, most fortunately has cherished it and kept it as nearly as possible
as it was when it sheltered the poet and his family.
Although unmarked in any way, it draws summer visitors like a magnet. They
inquire for its whereabouts, struggle to find it, and then walk past, paying homage
to New England's, and perhaps America's, greatest poet of the century, a people's poet,
one anybody can understand and enjoy. Three busloads of Plymouth State College people
came last summer to walk through the house and talk with Mrs. Neill, who graciously
shared with them her lore of the poet and the town in his time.
There is much to be shared. One can see the perfectly-preserved barn where
lived the cows of whom he wrote to a friend, "You will be glad to hear that my cows and
I have composed our differences and I now milk them anchored at one end only."° Beyond
the house one can find half-buried in thin woods the apple orchard Frost himself
planted late one fall, deliberately putting it on the exposed northern slope. "Goodbye,
little orchard, goodbye, and keep cold./ Dread fifty above more than fifty below."
But he worried about it left alone. "Its heart sinks lower under the sod,/ But something has to be left to God." One can walk where Frost walked with the city man who
(See Continuation Sheet 2)
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wanted a thousand of his fir balsams to sell as Christmas trees for three cents each, as
told in the poem of that name. He says, "I doubt if I was tempted for a moment/ To
sell them off their feet to go in cars,/ And leave the slope behind the house all bare."'
It is wooded tothis day. One can look as Frost must have done often, at clouds massing
above the peaks, dwarfing "the pitiful reality/ Of Lincoln, Lafayette and Liberty." One
can speculate where the neighbor's sugar house was where Frost "lingered in a lull in
March,/ Outside the sugar house one night for choice,"" and got the fireman to send up
sparks for him to admire against the sky. Franconia itself is celebrated in the peom
New Hampsh? re. So is its small neighbor Easton, "whose name appeared/ Between the
pictures on a movie screen/ Election night once in Franconia/ When everything had
gone Republican,/ And Democrats were in sore need of comfort,/ Easton goes Democratic,
Wilson 4,/ Hughes 2. And everybody to the saddes-t/ Laughed the loud laugh the big
laugh at the 1ittle." 9
There can be no doubt that Frost's stay in this house coincided with a burst
of creativity. All except nine of the poems in his third book of poems, Mountain
Interval|0 and some of those in his fourth, New Hampsh? re, were written in Franconia,
as his own dated list, now in the Yale University Library, shows.
The Pulitzer Prize
for Poetry was awarded to New Hampshi re, as the best book of poems published in 1923.
The place names scattered through his poetry provide a fascinating study.
Nearly all are names of small villages and towns in New Hampshire. Several towns are
the locale of the events of a single poem: for instance, Coos of The Witch of Coos,
and Littleton of The Starsplitter.
It is noteworthy that these towns encircle, not
Derry, his earlier home, but Franconia.'3
There are still present in the town some respected senior citizens who
remember Frost and his family from their childhood days. Among them are Mrs. Sarah
Welsh,
great-granddaughter of Luke Brooks, discoverer of the Great Stone Face;
Mr. Joseph Fobes, son of the family who befriended the Frosts for many years; Mrs.
Ruth Ayres Givens, who father Philip Ayres saved Franconia Notch for the State. Their
memories can and should be tapped for every encounter with the Frost family that they
and others may recall, to enrich our knowledge of his time.
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Footnotes to the DESCRIPTION of the Frost Place, and the SIGNIFICANCE:

1.

"Irma is in her room, Papa is upstairs, and Carol and I are in the dining-room."
Letter of Elinor Frost to Lesley Frost, Dated Franconia, April, 1920. Family
Letters of Robert and Elinor Frost, University of New York Press, 1972. p. 89.

2.

Goodbye and Keep Cold, Complete Poems of Robert Frost, Henry Holt qnd Co,,
New York, 19^9. p. 281,

3.

New Hampshire, op, cit., p. 203-4.

4.

The wedding is described in The Years of Triumph, Lawrance Thompson, Holt, Rinehart and Winston, New York, 1970, p. 307,

5.

"Right now, I am thinking of the view from our old place in Franconia."
of R.F. to Charles A. Monroe, 5 Sept. 1928, op. cit., p. 331-2.

6.

R.F. to Louis Untermeyer, July 1915, quoted in The Letters of Robert Frost to
Louis Untermeyer, Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, New York, 1963, p.T^

7-

Christmas Trees, Col leeted Poems, p. 132.

8.

Evening in a Sugar House, op. cit., p. 289.

9.

New Hampshire, op. cit., p. 205.

Letter

10.

"July, 1916...Harcourt has been and gone,,,! am to be out this fall with a book
to be known as Mounta in Interval." Letters of Robert Frost to Louis Untermeyer,
P. 38.

11.

See attached Xeroxed copy of a list in Frost's own handwriting, dating poems
written in Franconia, The original is in the Yale University Library.

12.

Complete Poems, pp. 2^7, 218.

13-

New Hampshire northcountry placenames, with titles of Frost's poems to which
they relate:
Coos
The Witen of Coos
Da 1 ton
A Fountain, A Bottle, A Donkey*s Ears, and Some Books
Easton
New Hampshire
Franconia
New Hampshire
Grafton
The Pauper Witch of Grafton
Lancaster
A Hundred Collars
Littleton
The Starsplitter
Lunenburg
The Mountain
Woodsville
A Hundred Collars
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Footnotes (Continued).

"Robert Frost served on the Board of Education (of Franconia) for three years
He also was President of the PTA. His children attended the local school."
A History of Franconia, Sarah N. Welsh, Courier Printing Co., 1972. p. 180.
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