P

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Rev. 6:72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Minnesota

COUNTY:
Morrison

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

C OMMON;

AND/OR HISTORIC:

01d McDougall Farm g, a o () , .

William Warren Two Rivers Cabin Site and McDougall Homestcad

S Bty T o o

~{STREET ANDO NUMBER:

N w %@Q%Q{FV\ ,Gf'n ‘Count

4

R
y. Road 23, ~2..mi_le3..wes—tzenorthwest:"omeoya{l:ton;—l‘ﬁ.nn.7

CITY OR TOWN: ’ {'Ao"“‘t o Q“/: A i CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Belleview_Township 7th

STATE CoDE |COUNTY: CODE
Minnesota 22 Morrison 097

ACCESSIBLE

ATINO 35N SdN 304

CATEGORY
T
(Chock One) QWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
[ Distriet ft] Building [ Public Public Acquisition: (] Occupied Yes:
] Site [ Structure |XI Private (] In Process Unoccupied [0 Restricted
{7 Object [J Boeth [ Being Considered [ Preservation work [0 Unrestricted
in progress & No
'P_‘.Ij\‘_Ef._E_I\I_T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate),
[ Agricvlturol [ Government 0O Park "8 (L33 Trensportation [} Comments
0 .Commercial 3 Industrial [ Private Residéﬁ‘e é iALSpocity) to be pri-
1 Educational O Milirary [Z]1 Religious vately acquilred
[CJ Entertainment [0 Museum (] Scientific for Nature Clonserva-
tion
WNER'S N AME: \m;\ NAL = , 2
. NAT\O Y E »
Clement Dufrene \ n:@lQTER /{U BE
STREET AND NUMBER: . 2 = Q o
6352 70th Street South —— 2
CITY OR TOWN: - | “ﬁW CODE g
Cottage Grove Minnesota 22
Eeps, £7C: B o
Morrison County Courthouse RS
STREET AND NUMBER: ’ ;j 3
o =
Q
CITY OR TOWN: STATE cope |M
Little Falls Minnesota 22
TITLE OF SURVEY: o
Historic Sites Archaeclogical Survey 7 3
DATE OF SURVEY: 1972 ] Federal ‘K State [3 County [ Local 2
DEFOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ¢
o . . . . o
Archaeology Department - Minnesota Historical Society W m
STREET AND NUMBER: i . 2
Building 27, Fort Srpelling s B
CITY OR TOWN: . - 'ISTATE: coODE
__ St. Paul - Minnesota 22 g
. — E




to (Check One)
Excellent [J Good Fair [[] Deteriorated [J Ruins [J Unexposed

CONDITION -
(Check One) (Check One)

Altered ] Unaltered [0 Moved &l Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The William Warren Two Rivers Cabin Site and McDougall Homestead
is a small farmstead comprised of a farmhouse, four-bay barn with
attached granary and dairy shed, blacksmith shop, machine shed, corn crib
and three cellar depressions,

The site is an area approximately one hundred yards long, north to
south, and seventy yards wide, west to east, The ‘:area is bordered on
the east by a wire fence, on the north by a small grove of trees, on the
west by an embankment which drops away from the buildings, and on the
south by a row of trees and hedges, The land terrain surrounding the
buildings is relatively level, being situated on an alluvial plain
overlooking the Mississippi River less than a quarter mile to the west,

All buildings are of frame construction with field stone foundations
ranging in fair to good structural.jpndition. The construction dates
range in age from the oldest (1874 for the barn to early twentieth
century for such structures as the shed additjon to the barn; most of
the buildings, however, date prior to 1900,

The farmhouse, the northernmost structure in the complex, is a
large two story simple gable structure with a symetrical facade., It is
devoid of any ornamentation, The style is venacular, but more visually
akin to rural farmhouses in either the eastern United States or Canada
than midwestern America. A summer kitchen and wood shed are attached
to the side of the house in a single story low gable wing. The house
is located in a small grove of oak and fir trees, and appears to be
unchanged since its construction in the late 1870's.

The original blacksmith.shop is the first building in a row of
three structures to the south of the farmhouse, It is a simple gable
structure -with .original windows,and chimney, The original :door, ‘how-
ever, has been replaced with a modern garage door to suit its present
use, Between the blacksmith shop and the machine shed to the south
and a few feet to the west is the site of the James McDougall cabin
and first Twoé Rivers post office, A slight celladr-depression is still”
discernable,

The machine shed was designed in the English barn style with three
original doors still remaining; the last set having been replaced by
a sliding door, A distinctive feature of the doors is the eastern
characteristic of truncated corners at the upper hinged corner.

The corn crib is also somewhat unusual for its shed-like appearance
and sliding doors, All of the three out buildings were constructed
in the late nineteenth century.

The last building is the four-bay English style barn, Constructed
in the mortise-and-tennon fashion, its hundred year old condition is
excellent with only two noticeable signs of any structural deterioration.
The building further shows excellent carpentry characteristics in its
pegged jeinery 'and-hand hewn timbers, The two center bays were
designed as the hub of .the grain harvesting activity with the north
center bay operating as the drive-through for wagons and the south center
bay containing a rectangular threshing f£loor. . Each end bay is bi-level

with the first floor containing stalls for cattletor oxen and the second
level functioning as a hay loft. A one story o

(see continuation sheet)
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William Whipple Warren came to the area then known as "Two Rivers"
in 1847 after serving as Indian interpreter in other portions of the
Minnesota Territory, Born on the Apostle Islands on Lake Superior in
what is now Wisconsin, he was ‘the member of a family steeped in American
history, dating back to Revolutionary War times, Both his father and
uncle were traders with the American Fur Company and his family was well
known to other established frontier figures during the first half of the

nineteenth” century,+

Soon after coming to "Iwo Rivers', Warren erected a cabin and trading
post on the Pembina Ox Cart Trail, the major fur trade route connecting
commerce on the Red River of the north, and the head of navigation on the
Mississippi River at Saint Paul. This route was the backbone of overland
commerce in the territory and it was logical for Warren to locate his
trading post along it. The site location was proximate to the fur post
at Swan River, six miles north which was the home of-another-prominent
trader and also Warren's father-in-law, WillMam Aitkin, As Aitkin
had come to the area in 1848, these two men are:considered- to-be among
the very first white settlers to this area.

1 T oeLIul

Elected to the territorial leglslature in 1850, Warren, while at the
capitol in Saint Paul, met Col, Daniel A, Robertson, He,.also being a
representative, was the founder of the second newspaper in the territory,
the Minnesota Democrat, which was the political voice of the controlling
party in Minnesota, Thelr pmeeting and consequent friendship was to be
the catalyst for the creation of Warren's most significant historical
contribution, his writing of the History of the Ojibways based upon
Traditions and Oral Statements, This was the first attempt to record
such information regarding the Ojibway or Chippewa Indian and it came
about from strong encouragement by Robertson due to Warren's extensive
knowledge and exceedingly friendly relations with these people, Warren
startedhis writings almost immediately at his Two Rivers cabin site,
publishing a short history of the Ojibway in the Minresota Democrat in
1851, His death in Saint Paul on June 1, 1853, while returning from an
unsuccessful trip to a New York publisher, is commonly attributed to the
long exhaustive hours spent on the completion of the manuscript, He was
only twenty-eight years of age at his death, ‘“His manuscript was ' °
eventually published in 1885 by the Minnesota Historical Society., It
is now known that Warren wrote and completed the history at his residence
at Two Rivers, utilizing not only his own experiences but also
information obtained from many Ojibway friends, some of whom traveled

- long distances to help in the writing.

(see continuation sheet - page 2)
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granary built in the 1880s extends to the north, while a dairy shed
extends to the west, The exterior is now tin sheathed, but the original
board and batten siding in an excellent state of preservation remains
beneath, '

To the west of the barn are the two surviving cellar depressions
relating to William Warren; the northernmost one being the site of the
Warren cabin, This site location is documented by a number of local
historical references, but the most exacting is given by the United
States government surveyors notes of 1852 which places Warren's cabin
two hundred links (128 feet-approximately) west of the southwest corner
of the northwest quarter of Section 28, Belleview Township. This bench-
mark, incidently, is located in the approximate center of the large barn.
The other remaining depression, although still unknown, is generally
considered to be either Warren's barn or his trading post.

9. Major Bibliographical References

History of the Upper Mississippi River Valley, J, Fletcher Williams,
Minnesota Historical Society, Minneapolis, 1881, pp. 386-7 and p. 597

Family Records of the McDougall, LaFond and Dufrene families

Files of the Minnesota and Morrison County Historical Societies
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Any historical relationship between William Warren and the McDougall
family who immigrated from the County Huren area of Ontario, Canada is not
known, However, Duncan McDougall, the first of at least four brothers to
immigrate to this area, is known to have been in the vicinity as early as the
spring of 1849, He eventually homesteaded in 1852 on a farm less than one
mile north, and serving as a county commissioner, supervisor, and county
treasurer during his residence, James McDougall, another brother, is the
first known to reside at the Two Rivers site, operating a post office on
the Pembina Trail for those settlers located across the Mississippi River
to the west., The post office/residence stood between and to the west of
the present blacksmith shop and machine shed according to family recollec-
tions, A third brother, Donald, who served as the first town clerk as
well as County sheriff and surveyor, settled on the adjacent homestead to
the north of "Two Rivers" in 1857. No buildings related to these early
McDougall brothers remain, :

Peter McDougall was the last of the four known brothers to immigrate
to the area coming in October of 1873, Acog;d?gg to family information he
lived in Duncan's cabin while constructing the barn in 1874 and the house
soon after, He is the major force behind the present appearance of the
farmstead.V/Both the barn and house are, architecturally, more akin to
vernacular’Canadian architecture and its carpentry techniques than local
midwest architecture, This is especially true of the English style barn
which is a showcase of beautifully crafted, precision joinery throughout
its mortise-and-tennon construction, The house, while not as spectacular,
architecturally, has not been appreciably altered, even retaining its
summer kitchen and wood shed to the side. The entire farmstead has re-
tained nearly all its nineteenth century buildings, presenting today an
exceptional example in northern Minnesota of a mid-century immigrants farm.
It remains the sole surviving symbol of the immigration of the McDougall
family to the area,

In conclusion the William Warren Two Rivers Cabin Site and McDougall
Homestead is an unusual combination of two early stages of the development
of frontier Minnesota; first, the territorial fur trade period, and second,
the homesteading of the state's vast agricultural lands. The Historical
significance is further strenghtened by the added dimension of aboriginal
history first recorded at this site, The farmstead is one of the few places,
not only in Minnesota, but also the midwest area where diverse aspects of the
history of midwest American group to form microcosm of this area's early

history.

The farmstead along with surrounding land to the west and north, which
includes an active heron rookery and the greatest concentration of virgin
white pine this far south in Minnesota, will soon be acquired by the Nature
Conservancy for the perpetual preservation of the site's natural qualities,
They have agreed to indefinately protect the buildings until a time when
other preservation alternatives can be developed for the farmstead,

GPO 921.724







INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

me§?1°4°' UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
Rev. 7-72

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Minnesota

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

PROPERTY MAP FORM

Morrison

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER | DATE

v

COMMON::

01ld McDougall Farm

AND/OR HisToRIC: William Warren Two Rivers Cabin Site and McDougall Homestead |

STREET AND NUMB

ER:

On County Road 23, 2 miles west-northwest of Royalton, Minn,

CITY OR TOWN:

Belleview Township

STATE:

CODE

22

COUNTY:

Morrison

Sketch Map - Thomas J.

Lutz

riceNED

AN

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

none <4074
— A - ]
______ ATIONRE K
REG'S
1. Property broundaries where required. g “~
2. North arrow. o z

INT: 15572




n‘ﬂ 10-600-¢ OM8 Agprovel No. 10240018

United States Department ot the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION KeeperW/
7 [7d
% %’7‘




NP8 Form 10-000-2 OMB Approvel No. 10240018
(0-80)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number ______  Page

Note: These changes apply to
0ld McDougall Farm in Morrison
County, Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 74001031
STATE: MINNESOTA
COUNTY: Morrison

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC): Warren, William, Two Rivers House Site
and McDougall, Peter, Farmstead

CITY:

VICINITY OF:
ADDRESS: Co.Rd. 231
CERTIFICATION DATE:
REMOVED DATE:

COMMENTS:

N M. Qnchatal JUN1 7 1988

Nina M. Archabal Date
State Historic Preservation oOfficer




