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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The handsome, three-story pressed brick, terra cotta and stone
Victorian mansion was designed by Cass Gilbert in 1884. At a cost
of $85,000, the structure was completed in 1885.

Gilbert was a distinguished architect from New York and St.Paul,
Minnesota. He insisted on using such materials as brick from
Ohio, granite from Vermont, and interior hardwoods from the East
and South America. The granite eventually was obtained from

the Helena area.

woodworking in guartered oak, mahogany and cherry is found
throughout the home. The main floor of the home included two
parlors, a circular dining room, a den, and a very large kit-
chen. SR

The interior has seven fireplaces and twenty rooms. Fine

An offset roof with ornate turrets, cupolas, chimneys and trim
exemplify the Y4 i architecture on the exterior.

y D p

A two-story briék‘carriage house near the main building was also
completed in 1885 and still stands.

33

SNOILONY¥YLlSNI



INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

= U

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[} Pre-Columbian! [ 16th Century {3 18th Century L] 20th Century
[T} 15th Century [CJ 17th Century ) X 19th Century
'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1884
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal ] Education Political {3 Urban Planning
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[[] Commerce {3 Literature itarian
Communications 1 Mititary ] Theater
[} Conservation 1 Music [J Transpertation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William A. Chessman was born in Massachusetts in 1830 and spent
time at placer diggings in California and Virginia City, Montang
before coming to Helena in 1865. 1In Helena he worked his way
hp to become president of the Consolidated Water Company which
in future years became the city's water system. In 1875 he
married ané bought the property at 6th and Ewing.

The mansion at 6th and Ewing was built ten years later in 1885

to become the elegant home of William A. Chessman and family,
rominent Helena citizens. The home was furnished in the
fashionable decor of the time with fine furnishings and furniture
bf the period to match the beautiful interior woodwork. The
second floor of the mansion was used as sleeping quarters and
khe third floor was used for social events and recreation.

The first floor contained the living, dining, and cooking areas.

Victorian style architecture characterized the exterior as well
ns the interior.

r’he property was subsequently owned by Peter Larson, a railroad
contractoy and G. H. Conrad, a bank official, before being pur-

rhased in 1913 by the State of Montana to be the first official
governor's mansion.

It has served nine Montana governors during 46 years and was
Iinally replaced by the new executive mansion in 1959.

[t is a fine, well-kept structure which is an example of Victorian
architecture and which is reminiscent of Montana's colorful
rerritorial affluence and culture.
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1961, page 10
HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
THE MONTANA WOMAN, December, 1963, page 6
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

O State [X

Name % Z//(W

O

National I.ocal

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-'" "

o

National Register.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

Lﬁmf Al @wx iUy

-

APR

Date

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Prese%t%\ .

2 8 1970

Wesley R. woodgefd

Title State Liaison Officer

ATTEST:

vate i L F P

APR

Date

131970

e
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