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1. Name 

OMB Ho. 1024-0013 
Expires 10-31-37 

For NPS UM only 

received FEB 2 193J 

date entered 

historic Nathan Wcxxi Hoiise 

and or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 154 Worcester Road not for publication 

city, town Westminster vicinity ol 

state Massachusett s code 025 county Worcester code 027 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public 2SL occupied agriculture museum 
^ building(s) ^ private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessib le entertainment religious 
object U/A- in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Walter M. and Krist ine E . Haney 

street & number 164 Worcester Road 

city, town Westminster N/A. vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Fitchburg Registry of Deeds 

street & number p.o. Box 983 

city, town Fitchburg state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the Historic Assets of 

title the Coimonwealth of Massachusetts #63 property been determined eligible? yes 

county -

X 
no 

date 1974 federal X state local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Ccxiinission, 80 Boylston Street  

city, town Boston Massachusetts 



7. Description Nathan Wood House. Westminster. Massachusetts 
Condition Check one Check one 

excellent '. deteriorated x unaltered x original site 
good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Nathan Wood House, Westminster, is located in a rura l se t t ing on a 
four-acre l o t on the corner of Worcester Road and Pat r ic ia Road, about a mile 
southeast of the town center. The house is a vernacular Georgian-style 
residence whose well-preserved ex ter io r appears l i t t l e changed since the 
bu i ld ing was constructed ca. 1756. The timber-frame house with graduated 
clapboard ex ter io r r ises 2 1/2 s tor ies from a f ie ldstone foundation. I t is 
f i v e bays wide, with a central pedimented entrance. The central chimney is 
located forward of the gable r oo f ' s r idge. The roof is presently 
asphalt-covered. A s ing le -s to ry rear e l l , shingle-sheathed, was added in the 
la te 19th century. 

The house is set back about twenty feet from the road, behind a low, d ry - la id 
f ie ldstone wal l covered wi th rosebushes. A barn, b u i l t ca. 1820, stands to 
the north of the house. Several large maple t rees , beauty bushes, and old 
l i l a c s surround the house. To the south and east is a sloping lawn with an 
extensive perennial border; beyond th is is an open f i e l d containing several 
beehives. The remaining three acres are wooded. The Ahijah Wood House, 
located south of the Nathan Wood House and also being nominated to the 
National Register is not v i s i b l e . 

The main (west) facade is well proport ioned, and dist inguished by i t s central 
entry. The doorway is topped by a f i v e - l i g h t transom and set wi th in a 
c lassical frame of incised p i l as te rs supporting entablature and deeply molded, 
dent i lated pediment. Symmetrically aligned fenestrat ion consist ing of 8/12 
sash with plain s i l l s is elaborated on the f i r s t s tory wi th molded cap 
cornices. Windows on the second story are set f lush with the bu i ld ing 's 
simple cornice. Most of the sash reta ins o r ig ina l l i g h t s . Narrow corner 
boards f i n i sh the otherwise unadorned facade. The large chimney's var icolored 
br ick suggests that i t was r e b u i l t at some po in t . 

The north and south elevations are s imi la r but not i den t i ca l : three bays deep 
with a s l i g h t l y o f f -center door. On the nor th , t h i s door is flanked by a 
single 8/12 sash at the northwestern corner and, close by the door to the 
northest , a paired 6/9 sash joined by a single cornice cap (these were 
undoubtedly added l a t e r ) . Fenestrat ion, including two windows on the second 
story and a single window in the gable peak, is again 8/12. The molded 
cornice caps seen on the main facade's f i r s t s tory are present on a l l side 
elevat ion windows as wel l as above the door. The gable, wi th narrow cornice, 
is f in ished with shallow returns. The southern elevation echoes the north 's 
arrangement of windows and doors, except that the f i r s t s to ry ' s rear window is 
a s ingle opening with 6/9 sash. 

Also v i s i b l e on the northern side is the s ing le -s to ry pitched roof e l l , a late 
19th century addi t ion which extends from the northeast corner of the main 
b lock. On i t s northern s ide, the e l l has paired 8/8 sash. The e l l is 
shingle-sheathed. On the east, the e l l features a band of modern f ixed 
windows, whi le on the south, a large window group wi th f ixed and movable sash 
is located beside a small la te 19th century window and panelled door. 

continued 
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The main block's rear (eastern) facade has sustained several changes. The e l l 
mentioned above ob l i te ra tes ha l f of the bu i ld ing 's or ig ina l f i r s t s to ry ; 
beside i t , a large f i r s t - s t o r y window is a 20th century a l t e r a t i o n . The 
second s tory re ta ins three 6/9 sash windows, evenly placed. 

The house reta ins i t s mid 18th century p lan , wi th the center entrance opening 
onto a small lobby with s ta i rcase. To the l e f t and r i g h t are par lo rs , while a 
kitchen is located across the rear of the bu i l d i ng . In te r io r f in ishes remain, 
including four f i replaces with raised panel l ing, wainscoting, raised panel 
doors with o r ig ina l hardware, wide-board f l oo rs of pine and chestnut, and 
horse-hair plaster wa l l s . The second f l oo r hal lway's panell ing is 
pa r t i cu l a r l y noteworthy. 

A s ingle outbu i ld ing survives on the property, to the north of the house: a 
large, plank-faced barn, 40 by 50 f ee t , b u i l t ca. 1820. A second barn was at 
one time located south of the house, but today, only traces of i t s foundations 
survive. A stone-l ined wel l remains south of the house. 

Archaeology 

While no preh is tor ic si tes are cur ren t l y recorded on. the property, i t is 
possible that s i tes are present. Located on r o l l i n g uplands adjacent to Smith 
Brook, the area would have been a t t r a c t i v e to nat ive people fo r i ts resource 
potent ia l and for short term sett lement. Since no preh is tor ic s i tes are 
cur ren t ly reported in the town, any surv iv ing s i tes would be s i g n i f i c a n t . 

There is also a high potent ia l fo r s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i c a l archaeological 
remains. Control led tes t ing and excavation may assist in documenting the 
construction and add i t i on /a l te ra t i on sequence for the train house. The 
locat ion and dimensions of barns and other outbu i ld ings, and the changes in 
layout and conf igurat ion of the farmstead as i t evolved during the la ter 18th 
and 19th centur ies. Occupation re la ted features (trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , wel ls) 
are l i v e l y around the house and can provide detai led information on the 
changing s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic patterns that characterized a 
prosperous and i n f l uen t i a l fami ly over the course of three generations. 



8. Significance Nathan Wood House, Westminster, Massachusetts 

P.eriod Areas of Signi f icance—Check and jus t i fy be low 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _ community planning _ 'landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 ? archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 

_x_ 1700-1799 _ art _ engineering music humanitarian 
1800-1899 commerce .. -.exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention _X_ other (specify) 
. COmnunlty fipvp1r>pm(=>nt 

Speci f ic dates c a . 1756 Bui lder /Arch i tect nnknnwn 

Sta tement of S ign i f i cance ( in one paragraph) 

The Nathan Wood House, Westminster, reta ins i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, 
s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , workmanship, f ee l i ng , and associat ion. A well-preserved 
vernacular mid-Georgian s ty le bu i ld ing re ta in ing o r ig ina l f in ishes on both 
ex ter io r and i n t e r i o r , the house holds associations with a local fami ly of 
some s igni f icance and remains in the i r possession for almost a century and a 
ha l f . The Nathan Wood House thus f u l f i l s C r i t e r i a B and C of the National 
Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

The town of Westminster was one of seven tdwnships designated in 1733 as part 
of a land grant made in 1728 by the General Court: th is grant f u l f i l l e d a 
commitment made in 1685 to veterans of King P h i l i p ' s War and the i r surv ivors. 
Located jus t north of Wachusett Mountain in north-centra l Massachusetts, the 
township, then known as Narraganett, No. 2, received i t s f i r s t European 
se t t l e r s in 1737. A meetinghouse s i t e was established in 1739. Settlement 
proceeded slowly despite the inducements of bounty and construction o f a > 
g r i s t m i l l (1741) to lure f am i l i es . By 1741, nineteen fami l ies had set t led in 
the town. With h o s t i l i t i e s resu l t i ng from the French and Indian War, 
settlement was slow in the 1740s (ten houses are known to have been f o r t i f i e d 
due to f r o n t i e r war fare) ; and by 1750, only th i r t y - two fami l ies had erected 
houses and cleared t he i r mandated three acres on lo ts of s i x t y acres each. I t 
was not u n t i l a f te r 1750, when the Legislature ordered meeting of proprietors 
to be held in the township and decisions were rendered al lowing public 
improvements (especia l ly highways) that new residents were reta ined. A poor 
agrarian community, Narragansett No. 2 was incorporated as Westminster in 
1759. In Apr i l 1770, the town was granted representation in the Legis lature. 

A committee authorized to subdivide the township began to lay out lo ts ear ly 
in 1734. In 1739, s ix acres were set aside on a h i l l north of Wachusett 
Mountain, in the southeast section of the township, f o r a meetinghouse, 
burying ground, and t ra in ing f i e l d . Located near 156-acre Meetinghouse Pond, 
the area, the present Academy H i l l Common, formed the center of the new 
v i l l a g e . (The remaining core of the o r ig ina l v i l l a g e settlement was nominated 
to the National Register in 1983 as the Academy H i l l H is to r i c D i s t r i c t . ) A 
marker locates the s i t e of the o r ig ina l meetinghouse. Westminster's f i r s t 
schoolhouse was erected in 1766 at the northeast corner of the meetinghouse 
l o t . 

continued 
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With the settlement of a town center in Westminster in the 1750s, presettlement 
t r a i l s were improved. From the Common, a s t reet four rods wide (now Main 
Street) was l a i d out fo r more than one mi le in a northwest-southeast 
d i rec t i on . On each side of the s t reet were arranged the f i r s t house l o t s , 
60 X 160 rods in s i ze . . Today's Worcester Road was established soon a f te r 
settlement as a major route jo in ing Lancaster and Athol to the west and east 
with Worcester to the south. I t ran north of Meetinghouse H i l l and then 
turned south to run between Meetinghouse Pond and Wyman Pond. In 1743, a 
second group of lo ts was p la t t ed ; Nathan Wood's property, located on the 
Worcester Road, a quarter mile from Wyman Pond, was among th is l a t t e r d i v i s ion . 

Nathan Wood (1723-1777), born in Concord, ar r ived in Westminster in 1756 to 
bu i l d the nominated property on a p ropr ie to r ' s l o t located southeast of the 
town center on the Worcester Road. Wood was a descendant of Wi l l iam Wood, 
whose 1634 New England's Prospect issald t o have been one of the f i r s t to 
provide an eyewitness account of ear ly Massachusetts Bay. Nathan Wood 
established a farm on his property and b u i l t the nominated residence ca. 
1756. He quick ly became a prominent member of th i s nê f comnunity. Within a 
year of his settlement in Westminster, Wood was elected to the standing 
committee of the township. After the 1759 Act of Incorporat ion, he served for 
f i ve years as an assessor and nine years as a selectman. He was a member of 
the f i r s t , second, and t h i r d Provincial Congresses and was, on July 10, 1775, 
elected as Westminster's f i r s t representat ive to the General Assembly. Wood 
also served as a deacon of the church. He and his wife had f i f t e e n ch i ld ren , 
a l l but one of v*iom l i ved to matur i ty. Upon Wood's death at the age of 54, 
his t h i r d son, Abel, assumed ownership of the property. 

Like his fa ther , farmer Abel Wood (1755-1846) held many public o f f i c e s , among 
them Representative to the General Court fo r four successive terms. He was 
also a jus t i ce of the peace and a Colonel in the Massachusetts M i l i t i a . 

The t h i r d owner of the property was Abel's son, Benjamin Frankin Wood 
(1791-1874). I t was he who engineered the bu i ld ing of the barn (ca. 1820). 
Benjamin also held publ ic o f f i ce and was deacon of the church for 24 )ears. 
In addi t ion to maintaining the farm, he also was a cooper and manufactured 
f u r n i t u r e . In 1839, Benjamin Franklin Wood formed the Worcester Northeast 
D i s t r i c t Temperance Union, which he served as the f i r s t president. 

In a l l , the property remained in possession of the Wood fami ly fo r 134 ysars. 
The Wood's careers, community r o l e s , and interests were typ ica l of many 
Massachusetts c i t izens in the 18th and 19th centur ies. 

continued 
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The o r ig ina l farm was divided in 1898, and the nominated property and 
immediately surrounding land were sold to H. Davis in that year. The property 
changed hands only two more times before being bought in 1978 by Walter and 
Kr is t ine Haney. Out of ag r i cu l tu ra l use by the mid 20th century, the property 
is once again being worked as a farm. 

The primary s igni f icance of the Wood House l i es in i t s well-preserved 
Georgian s t y l i n g , p lan , and o r ig ina l f i n i shes . I t is one of the oldest and 
most in tac t 18th century residences in Westminster. With i t s central chimney 
flanked by two parlors and fronted by a lobby and s t a i r , the timber-framed 2 
1/2-story house is t yp ica l o f the area's period residences, and indeed, is a 
type found throughout Worcester County. The f ive-bay facade was also quite 
common. The ki tchen--a leanto in ea r l i e r bui ld ings in the region--was f u l l y 
incorporated into the house frame in the Wood House as in others, and accounts 
for the end e levat ion 's symmetrical form but asymmetrical window and door 
placement. Described as a "1 1/2 p i l e " p lan , th i s too was typ ica l of the 
region in the mid 18th century. 

Three other houses of the period that survive in Westminster, the Reuben Miles 
Hosue at 34 Carter Road, The Whitney Homestead, 260 Davis Road, (1752) and the 
John Whitney House at 98 Lanes Road; (ca. 1754) d isplay s imi lar pedimented 
entryways. 

There are three other houses associated wi th the Wood fami ly , of which the 
nominated property is the oldest . Of the remaining two, one, the Ahijah Wood 
House, b u i l t ca. 1795, is located down the road from the nominated property 
and was the home of one of Nathan Wood's f i f t e e n ch i ld ren . I t is also being 
nominated to the National Register. The t h i r d Wood-associated property, a 
1 1/2-story cottage located south o f the Nathan Wood house, was moved in 1977 
and has los t i t s chimney. The t h i r d , the Erza Wood House, the Federal period 
house of a descendant of Nathan Wood, was l i s ted on the National Register in 
1983 af ter i t was threatened wi th demolit ion fo l lowing a 1980 road improvement 
p ro jec t . 



9, Major Bibliographical References 
1. Haywood, W. S., History of Westminster. Lowell, 1983. 
2. Holmes, Clay W., Geneaology of the Descendants of William Wood. Elmira, N, 
3. Massachusetts Historical Conmission, Historic and Archaeological Resources 

Massachusetts. Boston, 1985. 

10. Geographical Data 

Y,, 1901. 
of Central 

Acreage of nominated property _ 

Quadrangle name G a r d n e r 

UT M References 

A [ l ^ | 2 ^ ^ | 4 ^ p | .7 |L.118,1.01 
Zone Easting Northing 

c L U I I . I . • I I . I . I I • I 
E 

G 

Quadrangle scale ^ • 2 5 , 0 0 0 

B 
J L _L _L 

J L 

U I I I I I I I I • I • I • • I 

Zone 

Dl I I 
F 

HL_L 

Easting 

I I • I . . I I • I I I I I I 
Northing 

I I I 

_L _L J - L 

J—L 

Verba l boundary desc r i p t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

See assessor's map. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t i es for p roper t ies over lapp ing s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A go,jg county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, Massachusetts Historical Conmission,' 

name/title with Kristine Haney, Westminster Historical Conmission 

organization Massachusetts Historical Ccximission date November, 1986 

street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t telephone 6 1 7 - 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town B o s t o n state Massachvisetts 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
Tlie evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state _ X - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I ttereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 
Doputy Massachus 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
sion 

date 

For NPS UMonly 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

KMper of the National Register 

Attaal: date 

Chief of Registration 
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historic Nathan Wood House 

and or common same 

2. Location 

street & number 164 VJorcester Road N/A not for publication 

city, town Westrjiinster '^^^ vicinity of 

state Massachusetts ^^^^ county Worcester 
code 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public K occupied agriculture museum 
buildlng{s) ^ private unoccupied commercial ^ p a r k 
structure both woric in progress educational ^ private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object M/A in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered . yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Walter M. and Kr is t ine E. Haney 

street & numbeifj4 Worcester Road 

city, town Westminster iJ/A vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Fitchburg l^egistry of Deeds 

street & number P.O. Box 983 

city, town Fitchburg state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of the His tor ic Assets of  

" t ' e t he r.ommonwPaM-h n f Ma^c;nrhi i<;Ptt. ; #o3 has this property been determined eligible? yes X _ no 

date 1974 federal V state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H is tor ica l Conniission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, town Bos ton 
state Massachusetts 



7. D e s c r i p t i o n Nathan Wood House, Westminster, Massachusetts 

Condi t ion Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated _X unaltered x original site 

good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

D e s c i & e t he p resen t and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

The Nathan Wood House, Westminster, is located in a rura l se t t ing on a 
four-acre l o t on the corner of Worcester Road and Pat r ic ia Road, about a mile 
southeast of the town center. The house is a vernacular Georgian-style 
residence whose well-preserved exter ior appears l i t t l e changed since the 
bui ld ing was constructed ca. 1756. The ti irber-frame house with graduated 
clapboard exter ior r ises 2 1/2 stor ies from a f ie ldstone foundat ion. I t is 
f i ve bays wide, wi th a central pedimented entrance. The central chimey is 
located forward of the gable roo f ' s r i dge . The roof is presently 
asphalt-covered. A s ing le-s tory rear e l l , shingle-sheathed, was added in the 
late 19th century. 

The house is set back about twenty fee t from the road, behind a low, d ry - l a id 
f ie ldstone wall covered wi th rosebushes. A barn, b u i l t ca. 1820, stands to 
the north of the house. Several large maple t rees , beauty bushes, and old 
l i l a c s surround the house. To the south and east is a sloping lawn with an 
extensive perennial border; beyond th i s is an open f i e l d containing several 
beehives. The remaining three acres are wooded. The Ahijah Wood House, 
located south of the Nathan Wood House and also being nominated to the 
National Register is not v i s i b l e . 

The main (west) facade is well proport ioned, and dist inguished by i t s central 
entry. The doorway is topped by a f i v e - l i g h t transom and set w i th in a 
c lassical frame of incised p i l as te rs supporting entablature and deeply molded, 
dent i lated pediment. Symmetrically aligned fenestrat ion consist ing of 8/12 
sash with plain s i l l s is elaborated on the f i r s t s tory with molded cap 
cornices. Windows on the second story are set f lush with the bu i ld ing 's 
simple cornice. Most of the sash reta ins o r ig ina l l i g h t s . Narrow corner 
boards f i n i sh the otherwise unadorned facade. The large chiimey's var icolored 
brick suggests that i t was r e b u i l t at some po in t . 

The north and south elevations are s imi lar but not i den t i ca l : three bays deep 
with a s l i g h t l y o f f -center door. On the nor th , th is door is flanked by a 
s ingle 8/12 sash at the northwestern corner and, close by the door to the 
northest, a paired 6/9 sash joined by a single cornice cap (these were 
undoubtedly added l a t e r ) . Fenestrat ion, including two windows on the second 
s tory and a s ingle window in the gable peak, is again 8/12. The molded 
cornice caps seen on the main facade's f i r s t s tory are present on a l l side 
elevation windows as well as above the door. The gable, with narrow cornice, 
is f in ished wi th shallow returns. The southern elevation echoes the north 's 
arrangement of windows and doors, except that the f i r s t s to ry 's rear window is 
a single opening wi th 6/9 sash. 

Also v i s i b l e on the northern side is the s ing le-s tory pitched roof el 1 , a late 
19th century addi t ion which extends from the northeast corner of the main 
b lock. On i t s northern s ide, the e l l has paired 8/8 sash. The e l l is 
shingle-sheathed. On the east, the e l l features a band of modern f i xed 
windows, whi le on the south, a large window group with f ixed and movable sash 
is located beside a small la te 19th century window and panelled door. 

continued 
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The main block's rear (eastern) facade has sustained several changes. The e l l 
mentioned above obl i terates ha l f of the bu i ld ing 's or ig ina l f i r s t s tory ; 
beside i t , a large f i r s t - s t o r y window is a 20th century a l t e r a t i o n . The 
second story reta ins three 6/9 sash windows, evenly placed. 

The house retains i t s mid 18th century p lan , with the center entrance opening 
onto a small lobby wi th stai rcase. To the l e f t and r i g h t are par lors , while a 
kitchen is located across the rear of the bu i l d i ng . In ter io r f in ishes remain, 
including four f i replaces wi th raised panel l ing, wainscoting, raised panel 
doors with or ig ina l harckvare, wide-board f l oo rs of pine and chestnut, and 
horse-hair plaster wal ls . The second f l oo r hallway's panell ing is 
pa r t i cu la r l y noteworthy. 

A single outbui ld ing survives on the property, to the north of the house: a 
large, plank-faced barn, 40 by 50 fee t , b u i l t ca. 1820. I t is considered 
cont r ibu t ing . A second barn was at one time located south of the house, but 
today, only traces of i t s foundations survive. A stone-l ined well remains 
south of the house. 

Archaeology 

While no preh is tor ic s i tes are cur rent ly recorded on the property, i t is 
possible that s i tes are present. Located on r o l l i n g uplands adjacent to Smith 
Brook, the area would have been a t t r ac t i ve to nat ive people for i t s resource 
potent ia l and for short term sett lement. Since no prehis tor ic s i tes are 
cur ren t ly reported in the town, any surv iv ing s i tes would be s i gn i f i can t . 

There is also a high potent ial for s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i ca l archaeological 
remains. Controlled tes t ing and excavation may assis t in documenting the 
construction and add i t i on /a l te ra t ion sequence for the main house. The 
location and dimensions of barns and other outbui ld ings, and the changes in 
layout and conf igurat ion of the farmstead as i t evolved during the la ter 18th 
and 19th centur ies. Occupation re la ted features (trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , wel ls ) 
are l i v e l y around the house and can provide detai led information on the 
changing soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , and economic patterns that characterized a 
prosperous and i n f l uen t i a l family over the course of three generations. 

Buildings 
Structures 
Sites 
Objects 

Contr ibut ing 
2 
0 
0 
0 

Noncontributing 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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S p e c i f i c d a t e s ca. 1756 B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t Unknown 
S t a t e m e n t of S i g n i f i c a n c e ( i n o n e p a r a g r a p h ) 

The Nathan Wood House, Westminster, reta ins i n t eg r i t y of locat ion, design, 
s e t t i n g , mater ia ls , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and associat ion. A we 11-preserved 
vernacular mid-Georgian s ty le bu i ld ing re ta in ing or ig ina l f in ishes on both 
exter ior and i n t e r i o r , the house holds associations with a local fami ly of 
some s igni f icance to the h is to ry and development of Westminster and remained 
in the i r possession for more than a century and a ha l f . The Nathan Wood House 
thus f u l f i l s C r i te r ia A and C of the National Register of H is tor ic Places on 
th e 1 oca 1 1 ev e l . 

The town of Westminster was one of seven townships designated in 1733 as part 
o f a land grant made in 1728 by the General Court: th is grant f u l f i l l e d a 
commitment made in 1685 to veterans of King Ph i l i p ' s War and the i r surv ivors. 
Located jus t north of Wachusett Mountain in north-central Massachusetts, the 
township, then known as Narraganett, No. 2, received i t s f i r s t European 
se t t l e rs in 1737. A meetinghouse s i te was established in 1739. Settlement 
proceeded slowly despite the inducements of $40 bounty and construction of a 
g r i s t m i l l (1741) to lure fami l i es . By 1741, nineteen fami l ies had set t led in 
the town. With h o s t i l i t i e s resu l t i ng from the French and Indian War, 
settlement was slow in the 1740s (ten houses are known to have been f o r t i f i e d 
due to f r on t i e r war fare) ; and by 1750, only t h i r t y - two fami l ies had erected 
houses and cleared the i r mandated three acres on lots of s i x t y acres each. I t 
was not un t i l a f te r 1750, when the Legislature ordered meeting of propr ietors 
to be held in the township and decisions were rendered allowing public 
improvements (especial ly highways) that new residents were reta ined. A poor 
agrarian community, Narragansett No. 2 was incorporated as Westminster in 
1759. In Apri l 1770, the town was granted representation in the Legis lature. 

A committee authorized to subdivide 
in 1734. In 1739, s ix acres were s 
Mountain, in the southeast section 
burying ground, and t r a i n i ng f i e l d 
the area, the present Academy H i l l 
v i l l a g e . (The remaining core of th 
to the National Register in 1983 as 
marker locates the s i te of the or ig 
schoolhouse was erected in 1766 at 
l o t . 

the township began to lay out lots ear ly 
et aside on a h i l l north of Wachusett 
of the township, for a meetinghouse. 

Located near 156-acre Meetinghouse Pond, 
Common, formed the center of the new 
e or ig ina l v i l l age settlement was nominated 
the Academy H i l l Histor ic D i s t r i c t . ) A 

ina l meetinghouse. Westminster's f i r s t 
the northeast corner of the meetinghouse 

continued 
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With the settlement of a town center in Westminster in the 1750s, presettlement 
t r a i l s were improved. From the Common, a st reet four rods wide (now Main 
Street) was l a i d out fo r more than one mile in a northwest-southeast 
d i rec t ion . On each side of the st reet were arranged the f i r s t house l o t s , 
60 X 160 rods in s ize . Today's Worcester Road was established soon af ter 
settlement as a major route jo in ing Lancaster and Athol to the west and east 
with Worcester to the south. I t ran north of Meetinghouse H i l l and then 
turned south to run between Meetinghouse Pond and Wyman Pond. In 1743, a 
second group of lo ts was p l a t t e d ; Nathan Wood's property, located on the 
Worcester Road, a quarter mile from Wyman Pond, was among th is l a t te r d i v i s ion . 

Nathan Wood (1723-1777), born in Concord, ar r ived in Westminster in 1756 to 
bui ld the nominated property on a propr ie tor 's lo t located southeast of the 
town center on the Worcester Road. Wood was a descendant of Wil l iam Wood, 
whose 1634 New England Prospect is said to have been one of the f i r s t to 
provide an eyewitness account of ear ly Massachusetts Bay. Nathan Wood 
established a farm on his property and b u i l t the nominated residence ca. 
1756. He quick ly became a prominent member of th is new community. Within a 
year o f his settlement in Westminster, Wood was elected to the standing 
committee of the township. After the 1759 Act of Incorporat ion, he served for 
f i ve years as an assessor and nine years as a selectman. He was a member of 
the f i r s t , second, and t h i r d Provincial Congresses and was, on July 10, 1775, 
elected as Westminster's f i r s t representat ive to the General Assently. Wood 
also served as a deacon of the church. He and his wife had f i f t een ch i ld ren, 
a l l but one o f whom l ived to matur i ty. Upon Wood's death at the age of 54, 
his t h i r d son, Abel, assumed ownership of the property. 

Like his fa ther , farmer Abel Wood (1755-1846) held many public o f f i c e s , among 
them Representative to the General Court fo r four successive terms. He was 
also a jus t ice of the peace and a Colonel in the Massachusetts M i l i t i a . 

The t h i r d owner of the property was Abel's son, Benjamin Frankin Wood 
(1791-1874). I t was he who engineered the bui ld ing of the barn (ca. 1820). 
Benjamin also held publ ic o f f i ce and was deacon of the church for 24 years. 
In addi t ion to maintaining the farm, he also was a cooper and manufactured 
f u r n i t u r e . In 1839, Benjamin Franklin Wood formed the Worcester Northeast 
D i s t r i c t Temperance Union, which he served as the f i r s t president. 

In a l l , the property remained in possession of the Wood fami ly for 155 years 
(1743-1898). The Woods' careers, community r o l es , and interests were typ ica l 
of many Massachusetts c i t izens in the 18th and 19th centur ies. 

continued 
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The or ig ina l farm was divided in 1898, and the nominated property and 
immediately surrounding land were sold to H. Davis in that year. The property 
changed hands only two more times before being bought in 1978 by Walter and 
Kr is t ine Haney. Out of ag r i cu l tu ra l use by the mid 20th century, the property 
is once again being worked as a farm. 

The pr imar i l y s igni f icance of the Wood House l i es in i t s well-preserved 
Georgian s t y l i n g , plan, and or ig ina l f in ishes . I t is one of the oldest and 
most in tac t 18th century residences in Westminster. With i t s central chimney 
flanked by two parlors and f ronted by a lobby and s t a i r , the timber-framed 2 
1/2-story house is typ ica l of the area's period residences, and indeed, is a 
type found throughout Worcester County. The f ive-bay facade was also qui te 
common. The ki tchen--a leanto in ear l i e r bui ldings in the region--was f u l l y 
incorporated into the house frame in the Wood House as in others, and accounts 
for the end e levat ion 's symmetrical form but asymmetrical window and door 
placement. Described as a "1 1/2 p i l e " plan, th is too was typ ica l of the 
region in the mid 18th century. 

Three other houses of the period that survive in Westminster, the Reuben Miles 
House at 34 Carter Road, The Whitney Homestead, 260 Davis Road (1752), and the 
John Whitney House at 98 Lanes Road (ca. 1754) d isplay s imi lar pedimented 
entryways. 

There are three other houses associated with the Wood fami ly , o f which the 
nominated property is the o ldest . Of the remaining two, one, the Ahijah Wood 
House, b u i l t ca. 1795, is located down the road from the nominated property 
and was the home of one of Nathan Wood's f i f t e e n ch i ldren. I t is also being 
nominated to the National Register. The t h i r d Wood-associated property, a 
1 1/2-story cottage located south of the Nathan Wood house, was moved in 1977 
and has los t i t s chimney. The t h i r d , the Erza Wood House, the Federal period 
house of a descendant of Nathan Wood, was l i s t ed on the National Register in 
1983 af ter i t was threatened with demolition fo l lowing a 1980 road improvement 
pro ject . 
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