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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Porto Bello is on the National Register of Historic
Places. The property is within the boundaries for the
St. Mary's City Historic District as submitted by the Mary-
land Historical Trust. The decision to accept the extended
boundaries requested of the National Historic Landmarks pro-
gram is pending as of December 1971.

Located on the west bank of the St. Mary's River on
Porto Bello Point, the driveway entrance is two miles east
of Drayden on the south side of Maryland Route 244. Set on
an exposed promontory, the house has a view of the St. Mary's
River, the site of the old State House and West St. Mary's
Manor.

Built during mid-eighteenth century, and a 1€jl part
of a U478-acre working farm, Porto Bello is a brick, gambrel-
roof, Maryland "manor house" type to which has been added
two smaller gambrel-roof structures, c. 1910, to the west
in "shot-gun fashion." The main block is painted and laid
in Flemish bond brickwork. Of the four chimney stacks, the
two on the east end are on the exterior of the wall. The
house has five bays including a central doorway which has
a flat brick arch similar to the arches used over the windows.
There are three shed-dormers in the gambrel roof, the roof
of each dormer an extension of the upper pitch. The roof
below the lower pitch-break angles out to form a front (south)
porch running across the main block; this and a similar
porch on the rear (north) give the house a bell-cast profile
when viewed from the east. Besides the twentleth-century
additions the house has been continuously altered over its
long history.

An altered example of an early St. Mary's-Southern
Maryland manor house type, it still retains its basic
characteristics. The interior reflects changes in taste on
the part of the owners: the nineteenth-century molding in
the dining room is an example. The hallway has retained
some mid-Georgian carving.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Porto Bello is located on a portion of the first grant
of land recorded in the province of Maryland: West St. Mary's
Manor, one of the nine original Maryland Manors.

Mt. Vernon, the home of George Washington, was named after
Admiral Edward Vernon (1684-1757), commander of the Caribbean
fleet of the Royal Navy in the War of Jenkin's Ear (1739-1741),
therefore William Hebb II named his property after Vernon's
most famous victory, the Battle of Porto Bello (1739).

J. Allan Coad (1885-1963), three times Maryland State
Senator from St. Mary's County, lived at Porto Bello in the
1930's and restored the house with which his family had
earlier ties. Edwin Coade of Carthagena, also named for a
battle, had gone to the Caribbean during the War of Jenkin's
Ear with William Hebb II and Laurence Washington, half-
brother of George Washington.

West St. Mary's Manor tract, commanding a view of the
Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River, was granted to Captain
Henry Fleet, a Virginia adventurer, who guided Leonard Calvert
on his first exploratory trip in March 1634 to the future
site of St. Mary's City. Fleet 1lived on the Manor tract
and became a delegate to the Maryland Assembly until he re-
turned to Jamestown in 1639. In 1648 the property reverted
to Cecilius Calvert (1605-1675), the second Lord Baltimore.

In 1742 William Hebb II patented a portion (157v

of the tract and later built his residence, Porto 2}\

He died there in 1758. His burial place is markedA\Dby qﬁ; 3
N

in the garden. Q? \
. b

The Hebbs, in addition to maintaining a plkmta Gb R

operated locally, constructed river schooners a O

going vessels for cross-Atlantic trading and th est<1nd1es,§#

export and import trade. ’,3}4
ST
Although a sister, Elizabeth, had married an En shﬁan,

the Hebb family's shipping activities were threatened by the

(SEE_CONTINUATION SHEET)
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Recorders: William D. Morgan, Maryland Historical Trust,
94 College Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland; Nancy Mlller
Historian, Maryland Historical Trust.

Interviews: Charles Fenwick, Senior, Historical Society of
St. Mary's County, Leonardtown, Maryland; Mrs. Emory
Barber, Porto Bello, Drayden, Maryland.

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET)
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#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

enforcement of the Navigation Acts by Great Britain. These
threats precluded their involvement in the American Revolution.

British activity in the Chesapeake Bay area centered
around a naval blockade which forced Vernon Hebb and other
planters to trade in Baltimore. The Royal forces made numerous
raids on American plantations. To defend the St. Mary's County
shoreline from British attack Thomas Johnson, Governor of
Maryland, sent Vernon Hebb thirty guns on February 8, 1778.

In spite of these precautions the British pillaged plantations,
including Porto Bello, and destroyed tobacco crops, including
that of Vernon Hebb.
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