


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated x unaltered X original site
J?_ good . ruins altered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Second o' Shea Building is located i n Peabody Square at the southeast corner of
Mai n and Foster Streets. The building has Colonial Revival Style facades.on Miin Street
(north) and Foster street (west); itseast and south elevationsare partially blocked by
nei ghboring comercial structures. The Second O Shea Building has a rectangul ar pl an
(100 X 119") andrises three-stories toa flat roof. Facades are buil C of"Philadel phia
red face brick" and aretrimmred with |imestone andpressed metal. n

The north elevation i s six-bays wide; at itsfirst storey, this elevation contains
storefronts inall bays, except the fourth fromthe east which contains the building's
main entury. Storefronts follow their approximate original configurations, but have been
altered both by the substitution of aliamnum for copper-clad wood trim and by the covering
of original iron .colums with alvuninum sheathing. Mdern signs partially obscure, but
have not damaged an original,,, pressed metal entabl atureand cornice which separatet he
storefronts fromthe second storey,. ,.Themain entry is.set inarusticated |imestone
surround with an entabl atureand cornice; the frieze of the entablature "bears the words
"OSEABULD NG inraised letters.

The north elevation'ssecond andthird stories aresymmetrical and ar eframed by
four brick pilasters into three panels of twobays' width each. These pilasters rise
from nmoul ded |imestone bases t oionic |imestone capitals, which, in"™" turn, support a
pressed metal entablatureanddeep cornicewith dentils and modillions. Above the
cornice is abrick parapet. At the second storey, each bay contains paired 1/1w ndows;
above each pair of windows i s a panel of pressed metal, enbossed with a floral swag.
Wndows of the third storey's outer twobays at each end consist of paired 1/1 sash
capped by splayed limestone lintels with keystones. Wndows of each*of the third storey's
central twobays ar” made up,of paired,.1/1 sash set ina high arched surround with a
limestone architrave and console keystone. Set within each stone arch is a metal panel
enbossed with a single weath and garlands. .Centered beneat:h the corniceis alimstone
pl acque bearing the date "1905" i nraised nvunerals.

The west elevation also consists of an asymmetrical first-storey surnounted by
symmetrically arranged second andthird storey elevations. The first storey contains
four unevenly spaced w ndow ppenings, each of which contains paired, fixed panes of plate
gl ass surmunted by |eaded glass transoms. Toward the south end of the west elevation
are twoentries, separated from one another by a w ndow opening (described above). At the
top of the first storey i s apressed metal cornicewhich serves as the base for four
pilasters which divide the elevation into three panels; these, inturn, support a depp
metal cornice. Al |l of these features areidentical t ocorresponding features onthe north
el evation. Fenestrationconsists of twostacks of pairedw ndows separated by a stack of
single windows i neach of the west elevation'souter panels. These pairedw ndows are
identical t othose of the outer four bays of the north elevation, while the single w ndow
stack rises from 1/1 sash (second storey) t oan enbossed metal panel andt o1l/1 sash
surmounted by a limestone lintel with keystone (third storey). The west elevation's
central panel contains twostacks of paired arched windows and a total of three stacks
each rise from 1/1 sash (second storey) t oan enbossed metal panel andt o1l/1 sash set
in an arched frame with a limestone keystone (third storey). Alterations t othe west
elevation arelimted t othe block of sone wi ndows and the addition of nodern signs.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion

1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law . science

1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600-1699 X architecture education » military . social/

1700-1799 art ' « 1 engineering music humanitarian

1800-1899 X sommerce . exploration/settlement philosophy . theater

1900- communications -industry - politics/government . transportation
. invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1905 - April, 1907 Builder/Architect M F. Burk, architect (Lynn, Mass.)

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph) A A

The Second O Shea Building retains integrity of design, location, materials, anduse
as one of Peabody's major commercial blocks. Built in what contenporary sources calledthe
Colonialstyle, theSecond O Shea Building was designed by M F. Burk of Lypn, who nay have
been in partnership with Dana Sanborn, also of Lynn, at thetime of thebuilding's con-
struction. Wth mnor exceptions, theSecond O Shea Building remains i n substantially
original condition, and retains excellent carved |imestone and pressed metal trim  The
building was constructed by local tradesmen, including Kallock and Baner, masons; Abraham
Lunus, carpentery D J. Mahoney, painter; j .p. Lihehan, cellar and foundation builder; and
Hanbl ett and Hayes Conpany, suppliers of hardware andittetal ceilings. "' ™ - i

AB originally laid out, theSecond O Shea Building contained a m xture of commrercial

of fice and club-house space, i n1907, thebuilding's basement contained bowl ing alleys;
the first-storey was occupied by Peter Valente, fruit dealer; | . W Trask s Q" grocer
and provisioner; andt hePeabody Post Office. Offices i ntheblock were occupied by

F. W Miller, dentist; B. G Hall, lawer and judge i nthecity'spolice court; WIlliam

Dustin, tailor; T. F. McLaughlin, barber; and t he South Danvers Mutual Fire insiarance
conpany. Lodge roomon thethird floor remained vacant at the building's opening.
Since 1907, t he Second O Shea Building hais remained i nconstant use for a variety of
conmercial ventures. ' . — ... oL

The building's original owner was Thonas O Shea, a Wealthy local itianufacturer of
morocco |eather. Although his principal wealth canme from manufacturing, O Shea turned
his interests toward real estate with theconstruction of theFirst OShea Buildingi n
Peabody Square i n1903-1904. with theconpletion of t heSecond O Shea Building, O Shea
had invested $200,000 i ntwo of thelargest commercial blocks in Peabody Square, both
of which served as important additions t othetown center's comercial devel opnment.
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