


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated x unaltered x original site 

J?_ good . ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Second o'Shea Building i s located i n Peabody Square at the southeast corner of 
Main and Foster Streets. The building has Colonial Revival Style facades.on Main Street 
(north) and Foster street (west); i t s east and south elevations are p a r t i a l l y blocked by 
neighboring commercial structures. The Second O'Shea Building has a rectangular plan 
(70' X 119") and rises three-stories t o a f l a t roof. Facades are builC of"Philadelphia 
red face br i c k " and are trimmed with limestone and pressed metal. ^ 

The north elevation i s six-bays wide; at i t s f i r s t storey, t h i s elevation contains 
storefronts i n a l l bays, except the fourth from the east which contains the building's 
main entury. Storefronts follow t h e i r approximate o r i g i n a l configurations, but have been 
altered both by the su b s t i t u t i o n of aliaminum for copper-clad wood t r i m and by the covering 
of o r i g i n a l iron .columns with alvuninum sheathing. Modern signs p a r t i a l l y obscure, but 
have not damaged an original,,, pressed metal entablature and cornice which separate the 
storefronts from the second storey,. ,.The main entry i s .set i n a rusticated limestone 
surround with an entablature and cornice; the f r i e z e of the entablature "bears the words 
"O'SHEA BUILDING" i n raised l e t t e r s . 

The north elevation's second and t h i r d stories are symmetrical and are framed by 
four brick p i l a s t e r s i n t o three panels of two bays' width each. These p i l a s t e r s r i s e 
from moulded limestone bases t o ionic limestone capitals, which, in""" t u r n , support a 
pressed metal entablature and deep cornice with d e n t i l s and modillions. Above the 
cornice i s a brick parapet. At the second storey, each bay contains paired 1/1 windows; 
above each pair of windows i s a panel of pressed metal, embossed with a f l o r a l swag. 
Windows of the t h i r d storey's outer two bays at each end consist of paired 1/1 sash 
capped by splayed limestone l i n t e l s with keystones. Windows of each *of the t h i r d storey's 
central two bays ar^ made up ,of paired,.1/1 sash set i n a hiqh arched surround with a 
limestone architrave and console keystone. Set w i t h i n each stone arch i s a metal panel 
embossed wi t h a single wreath and garlands. .Centered beneat:h the cornice i s a limestone 
placque bearing the date "1905" i n raised nvunerals. 

The west elevation also consists of an asymmetrical f i r s t - s t o r e y surmounted by 
symmetrically arranged second and t h i r d storey elevations. The f i r s t storey contains 
four unevenly spaced window ppenings, each of which contains paired, fi x e d panes of plate 
glass surmounted by leaded glass transoms. Toward the south end of the west elevation 
are two entries, separated from one another by a window opening (described above). At the 
top of the f i r s t storey i s a pressed metal cornice which serves as the base fo r four 
p i l a s t e r s which divide the elevation i n t o three panels; these, i n t u r n , support a depp 
metal cornice. A l l of these features are i d e n t i c a l t o corresponding features on the north 
elevation. Fenestration consists of two stacks of paired windows separated by a stack of 
single windows i n each of the west elevation's outer panels. These paired windows are 
id e n t i c a l t o those of the outer four bays of the north elevation, while the single window 
stack rises from 1/1 sash (second storey) to an embossed metal panel and to 1/1 sash 
surmounted by a limestone l i n t e l w ith keystone ( t h i r d storey). The west elevation's 
central panel contains two stacks of paired arched windows and a t o t a l of three stacks 
each r i s e from 1/1 sash (second storey) t o an embossed metal panel and to 1/1 sash set 
i n an arched frame with a limestone keystone ( t h i r d storey). Alterations to the west 
elevation are l i m i t e d t o the block of some windows and the addition of modern signs. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic conservation 
agriculture economics 

X architecture education ^ 
art ' •* 1 engineering 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 

X 
commerce 
communications 

. exploration/settlement philosophy 

. industry - politics/government 

. invention 

religion 
. science 
sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1905 - A p r i l , 1907 Builder/Architect M. F. Burk, architect (Lynn, Mass.) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) ^ ^ ' 

The Second O'Shea Building retains i n t e g r i t y of design, location, materials, and use 
as one of Peabody's major commercial blocks. B u i l t i n what contemporary sources called the 
Colonialstyle, the Second O'Shea Building was designed by M. F. Burk of Lypn, who may have 
been i n partnership with Dana Sanborn, also of Lynn, at the time of the building's con­
str u c t i o n . With minor exceptions, the Second O'Shea Building remains i n substantially 
o r i g i n a l condition, and retains excellent carved limestone and pressed metal t r i m . The 
building was constructed by lo c a l tradesmen, including Kallock and Baner, masons; Abraham 
Lumus, carpentery D. J. Mahoney, painter; j . p. Lihehan, c e l l a r and foundation builder; and 
Hamblett and Hayes Company, suppliers of hardware and ittetal c e i l i n g s . ' ^ - i 

AB o r i g i n a l l y l a i d out, the Second O'Shea Building contained a mixture of commercial 
o f f i c e and club-house space, i n 1907, the building's basement contained bowling alleys; 
the f i r s t - s t o r e y was occupied by Peter Valente, f r u i t dealer; j . W. Trask s Cô  grocer 
and provisioner; and the Peabody Post Office. Offices i n the block were occupied by 
F. W. M i l l e r , dentist; B. G. H a l l , lawyer and judge i n the c i t y ' s police court; William 
Dustin, t a i l o r ; T. F. McLaughlin, barber; and the South Danvers Mutual Fire insiarance 
company. Lodge room on the t h i r d f l o o r remained vacant at the building's opening. 
Since 1907, the Second O'Shea Building hais remained i n constant use for a variety of 
commercial ventures. ' '. . —. .. ._. .• L . . 

The building's o r i g i n a l owner was Thomas O'Shea, a Wealthy l o c a l itianufacturer of 
morocco leather. Although his p r i n c i p a l wealth came from manufacturing, O'Shea turned 
his interests toward r e a l estate with the construction of the F i r s t O'Shea Building i n 
Peabody Square i n 1903-1904. with the completion of the Second O'Shea Building, O'Shea 
had invested $200,000 i n two of the largest commercial blocks i n Peabody Square, both 
of which served as important additions t o the town center's commercial development. 

• • i - j .u . ' . . . , . 1 ' .. I - . 
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