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date entere

1. Name
historic Old South Union Church
and/or common g e
2. Location
street&number 25 Columbian Street not for publication
city.town Weymouth NIV vicinity of congressional district 12 th
state Massachusetts code 025 county Norfolk code 021
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
y  building(s) X private unoccupied commercial paric
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment X religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

O d South Union Church

nane
street& number 25 Columbian Street
city.town South Weymouth vicinity of ApA""EAAAY

5. Location off Legal Description

ocourthouse, regidry of deeds etc. Norfolk County Registry of Deeds

street&number 650 High Street

City.town Dedham

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistoric
title

dae 1978 federal X

depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical

city, t Boston

state

are "YW\ Massachusetts

M assachusetts

Assets of t he Comonwealth 50©
has this property been determined elegible?

yes

state county

Commission

state Massachusells

no

local



/. DeSC“pt|0n VIEYMQITH O d South Union Congregational Church, 25 Col unbian St.

Condi tion Check one Check one

X excellent deteriorated K unaltered X original site
good ruins altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (f known) physical appearance

Od South Union Church (1853) is a fine and unusual example of mid-nineteenth
century eclecticism The building stands at the civic core of the village of South
Weymout h, facing Columbian Square.

The main body of the church structure is rectangular in form and plan, with a
pedi mented frontispiecewith a |arge 3-stage tower and spire. The building 1is
sheathed in clapboards, with flushboarding on the frontispieceand tower.

The ornamentation of the building is a handsome combination of Greek Revival and
Italianate forms. The pedimented gable end of the main block contains a raking
modillion course; the modillions are repeated on the full entablature which crowns
the walls, here accentuated by paired eaves brackets. Smal |l corner quoins further
articulate the walls. The tall, narrow wi ndows on this section have 9 over 9 sash
with semicircular headSj bracketed sills, and heavy drip mol dings.

In contrast to the energetic Italianate details of the main block are the central
pavilion and tower, which are nore severely Greek. Great panelled Doric pilasters
with modillioned capitals support a pediment |ike that on the main body of the
structure. The rectangular wi ndows and main doorway on this frontispiece have
simple but very prominent molded architraves, while the doorway on each side of
the projectionhas a Tudor-arched opening.

The focal point of the Od South Union Church is its amply proportioned tower.
Constructed in three stages, the tower has a flushboarded and panelled square base

with roundfaced clocks and eaves brackets. The octagonal second stage again has
flushboarding, panelled sides, and eaves modillions; i t also contains four semi -
circular arched openings spanned at the base by low balustrades. The short third
stage is also octagonal, repeating the wall treatment, but with small <circular
oculi over the arches below, and with a prominent cornice molding arching over
the oculi. The tower culminates in an octagonal wooden spire with decorative

recessed panels.

The Interior follows the instructionsof the Building Commttee with its coved
ceiling and the specified amount of pews. Most of the details are based on the
classic idiom such as the balustraded choir loft and the facing of the organ |oft
made up of a Roman arched opening framed with pilasters. The panelled benches,
decorated with mahogany finials, are now painted white.

In 1957, a one story brick wing was added to the north elevation. However, as this

is attached only by a connector, i t does not comprom se the original design of the
church.












C. Cion[fiC£:nce

swlMar ArcMtaet

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

S. fl.aioT Bibliographical References

tC. Ceoprcphtcal Peta

11. Form Prepared By

12. £tf£te Kistoric Presgrvction Officer

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

this

Questions concerning

Signed

Comments for any item

may be continued on an

Certtficctlcn

nomination may be directed to

Date

ctttched

Phone: 202

sheet

272-3504
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACES
STATE MASSACHUZETTS
Date Entered APRIL 1, 1982

Name Location

Felton, Nathaniel, Houses Peabody
Essex County

Belcher-Rowe House M lton
Norfol k County

f

Mills, Davis, House Needham
Norfol k County

\ O d South Union Church Véynout h
Norfol k County

Notified
Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy State Historic Preservation Officer
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski
Honorabl e Nicholas Mavroules Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Honorable Brian J. Donnelly Historical Conmi ssion
Honor abl e John Joseph Mbakl ey 294 Washington Street
Honorable CGerry E Studds Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Mi d-Atlantic Regional Office, N°S
North Atlantic Regional Office, NS

For further information, pleasecall theNational Register at (202) 272-3504



