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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

received MAR 3 | g | ^ 

date entere 

historic O l d S o u t h U n i o n C h u r c h 

and/or common g e 

2. Location 

street&number 2 5 C o l u m b i a n S t r e e t not for publication 

city.town W e y m o u t h ^ | / V vicinity of congressional district 12 t h 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 0 2 5 county N o r f o l k code 0 2 1 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
y building(s) X private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 

X yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
paric 
private residence 

X religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name Old South Union Church 

street&number 25 Columbian Street 

city.town South Weymouth vicinity of ^ o ^ " " * ^ ^ ^ " are ^̂ ^̂ ^ Massachusetts 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N o r f o l k County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street&number 6 5 0 H i g h S t r e e t 

city.town Dedham state Massachuse t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y of the H i s t o r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 5 © 
title has this property been determined elegible? yes no 

date 19 78 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, t Boston state Massachus e 11 s 



7. Description WEYMOUTH: Old South Union Congregational Church, 25 Columbian St. 

Condition Check one Check one 
X excellent deteriorated K unaltered X original site 

good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Old South Union Church (1853) i s a f i n e and unusual example of m i d - n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y e c l e c t i c i s m . The b u i l d i n g stands a t the c i v i c core of the v i l l a g e of South 
Weymouth, f a c i n g Columbian Square. 

The main body of the church s t r u c t u r e i s r e c t a n g u l a r i n form and p l a n , w i t h a 
pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h a l a r g e 3-stage tower and s p i r e . The b u i l d i n g i s 
sheathed i n c l a p b o a r d s , w i t h f l u s h b o a r d i n g on the f r o n t i s p i e c e and tower. 

The o r n a m e n t a t i o n of the b u i l d i n g i s a handsome c o m b i n a t i o n of Greek R e v i v a l and 
I t a l i a n a t e forms. The pedimented gable end of the main b l o c k c o n t a i n s a r a k i n g 
m o d i l l i o n course; the m o d i l l i o n s are r e p e a t e d on the f u l l e n t a b l a t u r e which crowns 
the w a l l s , here a c c e n t u a t e d by p a i r e d eaves b r a c k e t s . Small corner quoins f u r t h e r 
a r t i c u l a t e the w a l l s . The t a l l , narrow windows on t h i s s e c t i o n have 9 over 9 sash 
w i t h s e m i c i r c u l a r headSj b r a c k e t e d s i l l s , and heavy d r i p m o l d i n g s . 

I n c o n t r a s t t o the e n e r g e t i c I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l s of the main b l o c k are the c e n t r a l 
p a v i l i o n and tower, which are more s e v e r e l y Greek. Great p a n e l l e d D o r i c p i l a s t e r s 
w i t h m o d i l l i o n e d c a p i t a l s s u p p o r t a pediment l i k e t h a t on the main body of the 
s t r u c t u r e . The r e c t a n g u l a r windows and main doorway on t h i s f r o n t i s p i e c e have 
simple b u t v e r y prominent molded a r c h i t r a v e s , w h i l e the doorway on each s i d e of 
the p r o j e c t i o n has a Tudor-arched opening. 

The f o c a l p o i n t of the Old South Union Church i s i t s amply p r o p o r t i o n e d tower. 
C o n s t r u c t e d i n t h r e e s t a g e s , the tower has a f l u s h b o a r d e d and p a n e l l e d square base 
w i t h roundfaced c l o c k s and eaves b r a c k e t s . The o c t a g o n a l second stage again has 
f l u s h b o a r d i n g , p a n e l l e d s i d e s , and eaves m o d i l l i o n s ; i t a l s o c o n t a i n s f o u r semi­
c i r c u l a r arched openings spanned a t the base by low b a l u s t r a d e s . The s h o r t t h i r d 
stage i s a l s o o c t a g o n a l , r e p e a t i n g the w a l l t r e a t m e n t , b u t w i t h s m a l l c i r c u l a r 
o c u l i over the arches below, and w i t h a prominent c o r n i c e molding a r c h i n g over 
the o c u l i . The tower c u l m i n a t e s i n an o c t a g o n a l wooden s p i r e w i t h d e c o r a t i v e 
recessed p a n e l s . 

The I n t e r i o r f o l l o w s the i n s t r u c t i o n s of the B u i l d i n g Committee w i t h i t s coved 
c e i l i n g and the s p e c i f i e d amount of pews. Most of the d e t a i l s are based on the 
c l a s s i c i d i o m , such as the b a l u s t r a d e d c h o i r l o f t and the f a c i n g of the organ l o f t 
made up of a Roman arched opening framed w i t h p i l a s t e r s . The p a n e l l e d benches, 
dec o r a t e d w i t h mahogany f i n i a l s , are now p a i n t e d w h i t e . 

I n 1957, a one s t o r y b r i c k wing was added t o the n o r t h e l e v a t i o n . However, as t h i s 
i s a t t a c h e d o n l y by a c o n n e c t o r , i t does n o t compromise the o r i g i n a l design of the 
church. 









C. Cion[fiC£:nce 

•wIMar ArcMtaet 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l i cab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
re lat ing s igni f icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n t e g r i t y 

to s ign i f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
o ther 

S . f/.aioT B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

t C . C e o p r c p h t c a l P e t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . £ t £ t e K i s t o r i c P r e s g r v c t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t t f i c c t l c n 

13. Other 

Maps 
Pho tographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing t h i s nomina t ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any i t em may be c o n t i n u e d on an c t t t c h e d sheet 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACES 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered APRIL 1, 1982 

Name Location 

Felton, Nathaniel , Houses Peabody 
Essex County 

Belcher-Rowe House 

f • 

M i l l s , Davis, House 

Milton 
Norfolk County 

Needham 
Norfolk County 

\ Old South Union Church Weymouth 
Norfolk County 

Notified 

Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 
Honorable 

Edward M. Kennedy 
Paul E. Tsongas 
Nicholas Mavroules 
Brian J. Donnelly 
John Joseph Moakley 
Gerry E. Studds 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patr i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 
North A t l a n t i c Regional Office, NPS 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504 


