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NATI ONAL REQ STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The Philemon Russell House retains integrity of location, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association. Ore of the best-preserved Greek
Revival-style residences in Somerviiie, andformerly a farmhouse, the house
fulfills Criterion C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local
level.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Dexcribe inportant architectural features and evaluate in tearms of
other buildings within the ocomnunity.

This appears to be one of the earliest homes between North Street (now
Massachusetts Avenue) and Davis Square.

The Russell House is significant as one of the only well-preserved examples of
a three-bay, 2 1/2-story Greek Revival sidehall farmhouse in Somerviiie. The
Russell House is sited with its enclosed gable endto the street. Notable
features include the 6/6 divided moveable sash throughout, the entrance offset
to theright andframed by transom and sidelights, andthe full-width
one-story Doric porch. Wide corner pilasters support twowide, overlapped
boards representing the frieze and architrave of a Classical entablature. The
structure has a slate roof, anda two-story rear ell.

HISTCRICAL SOJIFICANCE Explain the role omneas played in local or state history and hew the
building relates to the devdoprooit of the camnunity.

The Russells owned this land in 1838, in pre-Revolutionary times. This area
was known as "Watson's Plain”. Philemon Russell was a farmer and nurseryman
who subdivided his 50 acres of land in 1845. The subdivision included
Orchard, Russell, and Cottage Place, and straddled North Cambridge and
Somerviiie.
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