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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Elliott-Bester House is located on the southwest corner 
of the intersection of Baltimore and South Potomac Streets in 
Hagerstown, Washington County, Maryland. Its facade faces east, 
toward Potomac Street.

The two-story brick dwelling is seven bays in length, indue 
ing a two-bay addition at its south end. It is painted yellow 
and is trimmed with black and white. A two-story four-bay ell 
extends to the rear or north of the main structure. To this ell 
is attached an early twentieth century concrete block addition 
which housed the Bester florist business.

Set on low stone foundations, the bricks of the original 
section of the facade, or east, wall and the north gable wall^ 
are laid in Flemish bond. Other walls display common bond brick 
work. A quarter round molded brick water table extends along
the facade.

The windows, under segmental brick arches contain two over 
two pane Victorian period sashes. They are flanked with paneled 
shutters at the first story and louvered shutters at the second 
floor level. A large store window has been installed in the 
bays north of the main entrance.

The two entrances in the facade are topped with late nine­ 
teenth century bracketed hoods. Wide transoms are present over 
the doors. The original front door is in the second bay from
the north end of the house. . .

Three chimneys are present, of varying size but all with 
corbeled caps. They rise from inside the north and south gable 
ends with a large flue projecting from the original south gable 
end The slate roof is broken by two projecting gables with 
carved decorative trim. Other exterior woodwork associated with 
the eaves is of the Victorian period.

The original appearance of the house was altered greatly 
during the late nineteenth century. Changes to the building 
include replacement of original windows, frames and doors, the 
addition of an entrance in the facade, the construction of the 
two projecting gables in the roof line at the front of the 
house and the addition of the two south bays.

Much of the interior of the house has also been altered. 
Changes have been made to the woodwork and floors as well as to 
the floor plan of the building. The major alterations appear 
to date from the late nineteenth century.

Some original interior woodwork is present in all rooms and 
in the stair hall. Most of the alterations to the woodwork 
occur at the first story although some original molded cornice 
(of wood) and doors with six raised panels remain. At the 
second story level the southeast room has original wood sheath­ 
ing on the fireplace wall, consisting of raised panels with 
plain quarter round molding. The southwest room is treated 
similarly with paneling confined to the chimney breast and 
adjacent cupboards.

(See Continuation Sheet No. 1)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of tie Elliott-Bester House lies in its 
architectural and historic merit. With its remaining original 
woodwork and interior and exterior detail reflecting eighteenth 
century formal design, the house is an excellent example of a 
dwelling built early in western Maryland's architectural his­ 
tory. Since bricks apparently did not become a prevalent 
building material in Washington County until after 1800, the 
Elliott-Bester House with a probable late eighteenth century 
building date is particularly outstanding.

Historically, the house is important for its association 
with Commodore Jesse D. Elliott who spent his boyhood years 
there. Elliott is remembered in military history for his dis­ 
tinguished role in the Battle of Lake Erie with Commodore 
Oliver H. Perry during the War of 1812.

Jesse Duncan Elliott was born on July 14, 1782. The 
Elliotts were a Scotch-Irish family who migrated from Donegal 
in the north of Ireland to Pennsylvania.

After studying law at Dickinson College in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, Elliott received a commission in the navy as a 
midshipman. During the Battle of Lake Erie, on September 10, 
1813, Elliott commanded the "Niagra" where his strategic actions 
are recognized as leading to victory in the battle.

By 1818 a controversy had begun concerning Elliott's con­ 
duct during the Battle of Lake Erie which subsequently resulted 
in a court-martial and his suspension from the navy in 1840. 
In 1843 Elliott's case was reheard and he was reinstated at 
his former rank. He was appointed to the command of the 
Philadelphia Navy Yard and died there December 10, 1845.

In addition to his role in the Battle of Lake Erie, Elliott 
served in the Mediterranean. He was put in command of the 
naval forces in the West Indies and the Gulf of Mexico in 1829. 
He led naval forces at Charleston, South Carolina, and later 
took charge of the Boston Navy Yard. Elliott then sailed to 
the Mediterranean again where he was in command of the navy 
squadron there. In 1839 he returned to the U. S. where he 
remained until his death.

An account of the Battle of Lake Erie from Elliott's 
memoirs along with biographical information is printed in 
Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland.
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The Elliott-Bester House

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

Original doors and wood sheathed chimney walls have raised 
panels trimmed with plain quarter round molding. Numerous 
wrought nails and screws have been found. In the cellar 
heavy joists apparently of split logs carry a layer of stone 
and mortar below the floor boards.
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Speech of Commodore Jesse Duncan Elliott, U.S.N., delivered in 
Hagerstown, November 14, 1843, Philadelphia: G. B. Zieber 
and Co., 1844.

Tax Records of Elizabeth Hundred, 1783, 1803.

Secondary Sources: (references to Com. Jesse D. Elliott)

Sharf, Thomas, History of Western Maryland, Baltimore: Regiona 
Publishing Co., 1968.

Williams, Thomas J. C., A History of Washington County, 
Hagerstown: Mail Publishing Co., 1906.

GPO 921-724


