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Description

Extending roughly a block along East Main Street and a half block along 
Elm Street, this residential district is located between the historic and 
commercial core of Bowling Green and Reservoir Hill, the site of the Confed 
erate forts that ringed the city and the present location of the city's hospital. 
It is a highly concentrated collection of late nineteenth and early twentieth 
century structures fewer than a third of the houses were built after about 1910, 
and none was built after about 1940. The houses are constructed of wood, brick 
or stone, and stylistically they are eclectic, both as a group and individually 
(see individual inventory forms). Of particular note are the Presbyterian Manse 
(Wa-B-25), the Eugene Underwood House (Wa-B-26), the Carl Herman House (Wa-B-27), 
the Mary Underwood House (Wa-B-28), and the Omer Hays House (Wa-B-32). The dis 
trict is heavily planted in trees and shrubbery, and streetscape photographs are 
impossible to provide.

Significance

The architectural significance of this district lies in its high concen 
tration of late nineteenth and early twentieth century residences, most of 
which individually possess outstanding architectural significance. This dis 
trict has survived largely intact within a block of the historic and commercial 
center of Bowling Green and thus illustrates the close proximity of residential 
and commercial areas that was typical of nineteenth century Kentucky towns. In 
addition, the district holds local historical significance in that many of the 
houses were built for locally-recognized leaders in commerce, industry, religion, 
the judiciary and the hotel trade (see individual inventory forms).

The justification for the boundaries of the Upper East Main Street District 
is that it constitutes a highly concentrated group of late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century residences. Commercial structures are located to the west, 
across Chestnut Street, the mid-twentieth century hospital buildings occupy the 
peak of the hill immediately to the east, across Park Street, and^he north and 
south are residences of less significance and later construction dates.

Number of buildings: 24
Number of contributing buildings: 24
Number of intrusions: 1 (see Item Number 7, page 4)
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