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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Salem Cross Inn, formerly known as the White Homestead, i s located on Ware 
Road, Route 9, i n the western part of West Brookfield. I t i s surrounded by acres 
of r o l l i n g meadows and woodlots bounded by fieldstone walls and crisscrossed with 
old cart roads. The immediate environs preserve an atmosphere of r u r a l colonial 
days. 

The homestead i s located on the land granted to Sergeant John White i n 1707. The 
o r i g i n a l one story house was b u i l t by White c. 1707 with clapboard sides and a ridge 
roof. The ground f l o o r contained a kitchen with a large cooking fireplace and an 
oven. On the backside of the fireplace was a small heating fireplace which faced 
into a small chamber known as a "borning room". There were also two general use 
chambers on the far side of the borning room . The walls of the kitchen and borning 
room are the o r i g i n a l plaster on handsplit chestnut laths. The outside walls were 
lined with handmade burnt bricks, some of which s t i l l remain, serving as f o r t i f i c a t i o n 
against both the Indians and the severe New England weather. Above the ground floor 
i s a three-quarter l o f t with access via an enclosed staircase from the f i r s t 
general chamber. When the main house was constructed, t h i s p r i m i t i v e structure 
was converted to a carriage shed and s t i l l so remains. I t was moved c.1960 behind 
the main house. While the chimney was removed, the i n t e r i o r and exterior are 
otherwise mostly i n t a c t . *; 

-.ft. ' • , 
The house and barn were b u i l t by John and Cornelius White c.1740 upon t h e i r return 
to Brookfield from Concord to claim t h e i r father's land. The main house i s a 2 story 
clapboard Colonial structure with a hip roof, large central chimney, and main entrance 
on the east facade. The windows are symmetrically ordered 12/12 l i g h t s on the f i r s t 
f l o o r and 8/12 l i g h t s on the second f l o o r . Entrance to the house i s from a large 
granite step through doxable doors inset with b u l l ' s eye l i g h t s and hung with 
o r i g i n a l strap hinges. The door handle and latch are etched with Salem Cross hex 
marks from which the current restaurant derived i t s name. 

The entry i s constructed with a door to the l e f t and the r i g h t leading to the front 
rooms, and a staircase leading to the second f l o o r . The room to the r i g h t of the 
entry was used as a s i t t i n g room. I t i s characterized by a f u l l w all and fireplace 
breast of raised panelling, dado on three remaining walls, and raised panel doors. 
The f l o o r i s of the o r i g i n a l pine boards. The plaster, as i n the whole house, i s 
an authentic plaster of the period (some o r i g i n a l and some restored) consisting of 
ground oyster shells and sand. (The shells replaced lime which was scarce,^) The room 
to the l e f t of the entry was the formal dining room. A chair r a i l i s set into the 
plastered walls and the cornice i s made up of crown mouldings. There i s a corner 
cupboard i n the southwest corner with TDutterfly shelving and f l u t e d columns. The 
o r i g i n a l f l o o r boards remain as does the fireplace with double panel above. The 
large room extending the width of the buil d i n g , located behind the two front rooms, 
was the kitchen. This room has a large cooking fireplace with the crane s t i l l i n 
place. The walls are wainscotted with wide beaded boards secured with handmadd 
na i l s . The c e i l i n g i s of exposed hand-hewn beams. Two blanket rods are attached 
to the chimney g i r t i n f r o n t of the fireplace. The f l o o r i s o r i g i n a l . 

cont'd , • •. ,j • •. s 
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The second f l o o r o r i g i n a l l y contained f i v e chambers. Four of these have been combined 
into one large room for restaurant use. The walls are sheathed with feather-edge 
panelling and the beams and posts are boxed with beaded boards. The fl o o r i s 
o r i g i n a l . The remaining f i f t h chamber i s located above the s i t t i n g room and i s 
intac t with dado siding, boxed corner posts and o r i g i n a l f l o o r i n g . 

The cel l a r of the house has fieldstone walls below grade and handmade bricks above 
grade to the s i l l . A substantial area of the ce l l a r i s f i l l e d with the huge (12^15') 
base for the central chimney structure. 

The main house i s connected to the barn by two Ih story ridge roof e l l s . These 
20th c. e l l s are covered with clapboard and have a variety of doors and windows. 
They are located over what was once the barnyard and t h e i r northern foundation 
is the o r i g i n a l barnyard wall of drywall construction. 

The large barn, which i s contemporary with the house, has a ridge roof, v e r t i c a l 
board siding, and a large doxible door entrance i n the north w a l l . There i s a f u l l 
c e llar under the barn with a foundation of large fieldstone, which was o r i g i n a l l y of 
drywall construction. Forty-two foot hewn chestnut timbers rest on large oak posts 
supporting the upper barn. The upper barn i s of standard Colonial construction with 
posts and beams of oak and chestnut. There are numerous hay l o f t s overhead of 
chestnut boards supported by half-round f l o o r j o i s t s . 

Water was supplied to the homestead by two wells and one spring. One well i s 
capped with a large stone and the other i s open. The open well has a well-sweep 
used to draw water. The spring i s located across the road and i s capable of supplying 
the house with fresh spring water. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Salem Cross Inn i s s i g n i f i c a n t to the loc a l Brookfield area both for i t s 
architectural and i t s associative values. The 1707 structure i s one of the last 
remaining structures from the early days of the second settlement of Brookfield 
and the 1740 building i s important as an example of ..• excellently restored, 18th c. 
architecture i n i t s o r i g i n a l r u r a l s e t t i n g . The main house also retains i t s o r i g i n a l 
outbuildings. 

In addition to i t s arc h i t e c t u r a l significance, the Salem Cross Inn i s also important 
as being the home of three persons notable i n histo r y : 

John White, who received the o r i g i n a l land grant, was the grandson of Peregrine 
White, the f i r s t male c h i l d born i n New England aboard the Mayflower as i t rode at 
anchor i n Cape Cod Harbor. John White was also an important figure i n Brookfield 
town history. I n 1706 he served second i n command at the "local Goss Garrison. As 
Indians had forced the removal of the f i r s t settlement i n Brookfield (now West 
Brookfield) and were s t i l l a constant threat there, the garrison was most important. 
In 1707 John was granted-€0 acres of land by the inhabitants of the town. In March, 
1710, he and eight other men were granted permission to b u i l d a sawmill to service 
the community. : John Wiite' was one of the victims of the Indian massacre at Brookfield 
on July 22,1710, at which time he and f i v e other men were k i l l e d while harvesting hay. 
This massacre was the last act of h o s t i l i t i e s committed by the Indians i n Brookfield. 
The 1740 house was b u i l t by White's sons, John and Cornelius. 

The two other important figures who liv e d i n the house were Sarah White Smith 
(b.l813) and her s i s t e r , Adeline White Tracy ( b. 1809), daughters of Deacon Alfred 
White, the great grandson of John White. Sarah and Adeline were both missionaries. 
In 1834 Adeline sailed for Singapore as the f i r s t woman missionary under the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. Sarah, determined to follow her sister's 
example, was sent by the American Board to Oregon i n 1838. She, along with f i v e 
other women i n her overland trek, holds a place i n hi s t o r y as being one of the f i r s t 
white women to cross the Rocky Mountains. After spending two years i n Oregon, Sarah 
and her missionary husband,Asa Smith, l e f t and were f i n a l l y able to arrange a 
missionary appointment i n Hawaii, where they arrived i n 1842. 

The Inn i s named for the entrance door's Salem Cross hex marks, etched on the door •̂ 
handle and latch. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
December 26, 2012 

Edson H. Beall, Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW gth floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Edson: 

Re: White Homestead, West Brookfield (Worcester County) MA, NRIND 4/14/1975 

RECEIVED 2280 

I JAN -7 2013 I 
NAT. REGISTER OF HI~TORIC PLACES 

NATIONAL PARK::, RVICE 

I am writing to request that the name Salem Cross Inn be added to National Register nomination 

for the above referenced property. We have recently become aware of the fact that the property 
appears in the Federal Register as the White Homestead. In the Massachusetts State Register, it is 

listed as the Salem Cross Inn, which is the preferred name in the National Register Nomination. 

We would appreciate your making this addition so that our records are consistent with yours. 

Sincerely, 

~xdb~r 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/mhc 



Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property.  

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property.  
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P a u l G u z z i 
40 beacon S/ireel ^oiicn, ,^/^aM(u:^4€iel& 02^08 

727-8J:f70 

March 10, 1975 

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find National Register nomination forms for the following 
properties: 

1. Arlington, Belcher House, Middlesex County 
2. Franklin, Dean Junior College Historic D i s t r i c t . Norfolk County 
3. Marblehead, Fort Sewall, Essex County 
4. West Brookfield, Salem Cross Inn, Vforcester County 

These properties have a l l been declared eligible by the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission (the State Review Board) and have been signed by 
the Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. 
Amadon. 

I f you have any questions or need more information, please don't hesitate 
to c a l l . 

Sincerely, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
f-Iassachusetts Historical Commission 

PLW:CB: 
End. 
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Hon. Thonas P. 0 * ! ^ i l l , Jr. 
Hon. John J. Moakley 
Bmi. Inward P. Boland 

State liistorio Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Elisabeth R. Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Cosamission 
40 Beacon Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02106 



Qeiiethl Society^ of Ma^loWef Degceqdaqtg 

, ORGANIZED 12 JANUARY, 1897 AT PL Y M O U T H , M A S S AC H U S ETTS 
MRS. ROBERT M. SHERMAN 128 Massasolt Drive 

Secretary General Warwick, Rhode Island 02888 
Editor-Jhe Mayflower Quarterly Telephone (401) 781-6759 

25 June 1975 

National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Interior Building 
Washington DC 20240 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The Worcester Mass. Evening Gazette carried an article on p. 34, May 21, 1975, regard­
ing acceptance of the Salem Cross Inn, West Brookfield, Mass. for l i s t i i ^ in the National 
Register of Historic Places. The article repeated the tradition connecting the inn with 
Peregrine White of the Mayflower. 

This tradition has no basis in fact, for the Salem Cross Inn is associated with a White 
family which descends from quite a different immigrant ancestor than Peregrine. 

I dare say this wi l l not affect the listing of the Inn in your Register, but before any 
publicity is prepared on this new listing, I hoped you would look into this matter and 
be sure of your facts on the White connection. We wUl gladly share what information 
we have. 

SicK^erely,, . 

Ruth Wilder Sherman, F.A.S.G. 
(Fellow of the American Soc. of Genealogists) 
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>5rs, Ruth 'Jlldor Shaman 
Office of the Socretarv General 
General Societv of 

liayflower Descendauts 
128 Flassasolt Drive s 
Warwick, Rhode Island 028S8 
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Thank you for your recent letter concerning the possibi l i ty that 
inaccurate infonaation was alstakenly ©ubraitted in the lUKalnatlon 
of Salem Cross Inn to the Hatlonal Register of iULstoric Places 
(you £itdicated tliat S a l ^ Cross Inn was not associated with Peregrine 
Uliite of the ?{ayf lower) . . 

ye have notified the Hasaachusetta l i l s torlcal fCkHaraisslon of your 
suggestion and a copy of your letter w i l l be kept in <xir f i l e on ^ 
Salecs Cross Inn. We w i l l be liappy to recctlve any furtlMT infor-
laation yon can offer on Sal<sa Cross Inn. ' -»' ' ' 

' " . • Sincerely ycwra, ' ' 

•V̂ ,' - "••̂  - ' t'- itSgd.i Viiiliam J . Murta^i 

\ [ ' ^ ^ V , " Wllliaa J. ]%rtagh ' 
J, . , Keeper of the National F.eglater 

cc: lAx. Frederick C. Williamson ^ f ' ^ 
Director, Rhode Island Department • • : 

of Community Affairs ^ ... ^ • 

150 Washington Street ^^'C ^ 
Providence, Rhode Island 02903 w/cy Inc -'^ • 
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Salem Gross a national historic site 
31 

WEST BROOKFIELD — 
The Salem Cross Inn on Ware 
Roa"iEr has" Beeirileclared a 
national historic site, ac­
cording to Paul Guzzi, j 
secretary of the Com­
monwealth. 

Historical sites are listed in 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. The 
Massachusetts Historical 
Commission made the 
recommendation for the ' 
listing in the national 
register. Guzzi is a member ~ 
of that Commission. 

The original one-story 
house was built in 1707 and ' 
was later converted to a 
carriage house. It is one of 
the last remaining structures 
from the second settlement of 

what was originally part of 
the town of Brookfield. 

What is now the main house 
and the barn were built in 
1740. It is a two story clap­
board Colonial structure with 
a double pitch roof, large 
central chimney and a, main 
entrance. The original 
family, descendants of John 
White, owned the house until 
it was purchased several 
years ago by the Salem 
family. 

The Salem Cross Inn is 
significant to the local Brook­
field area as one of the last 
remaining structures from 
the early days of the second 
settlement -of Brookfield 
(1686-1718). The building is 
also important to the local 

and state area as an example 
of excellently restored, 18th 
century architecture in its 
original rural atmosphere. 

In addition to- its ar­
chitectural significance, the 
Salem Cross Inn is also im-
P9rtant as being the home of 
three persons notable in 
history: 

John White, who received 
the original land grant, is 
reported by local historians 
to have been a descendant of 
Peregrine White, the first 
male child born 1n New 
England aboard the 
Mayflower as it rode at an­
chor in Cape Cod harbor. 
John White is also an im­
portant figure in Brookfield 
town history. In 1706 he 

served second in command at 
the Garrison. The following 
year he decided to settle and 
was granted sixty acres of 
land by the inhabitants of the 
town. In March of 1710 he 
along with eight other men 
were "granted liberty to 
build a saw-mill and had forty 
acres of land granted for 
their encouragement to be 
divided among them." In 
addition, he was one of the 
victims of the Indian 
massacre at Brookfield on 
July 22,1710 at which time he 
and five other men were 
killed while harvesting hay. 
This massacre of the 
haymakers was the last act of 

hostilities committed by the 
savages in Brookfield. 

The two remaining figures 
are Sarah White Smith (b. 
1813) and her sister Adeline 
White Tracy (b.' 1809), 
daughters of Deacon Alfred 
White, the great grandson of 
Sergeant John White, Sarah 
and Adeline were both 
missionaries. In 1834, Adeline 
sailed for Singapore as the 
first woman missionary 
undei* the American Board. 
Sarah, determined to follow 
her sister's example, was 
sent by the American Board 
of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions to Oregon 
in 1838. Thus Sarah Smith, 

along with five other women, 
in her overland trek, holds a 
place in history as being one 
of the first white women to-
cross the Rocky Mountains. 

Then after spending two 
troublesome years in Oregon, 
Sarah and her- missionary 
husband, Asa Smith, left and 
were finally able to arrange a 
missionary appointment in 
Hawaii where they arrived in 
1842. 

The home of these notable 
persons, now known for its 
food and rustic atmosphere, 
The Salem Cross Inn is en­
tering its 15th year of 
operation. 

Salem Cross Inn 
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