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Located at 2105 Lafayette Street in Denver, the LeNew Foster House is a single, 
detached, three storey Queen Anne structure with Shingle-Style massing. The plan is 
nearly apsidal save that the rear projection is slightly to the left. The basic, 
building material is brick which was stuccoed early in the 20th century. Cut stone, 
both sandstone and flagstone, ornate woodcarvings, and mouldings form the trim. The 
roof consists of cross gables. The house is surrounded by a cast iron fence set into 
a two—course wall of flagstone.

The east or main facade along the Lafayette Street side is divided into three vertical 
planes which are defined by their window groupings and the setback of the wall. The 
most dominant feature is the formal porch which sports a large carved gable supported 
by fluted classical columns, crowned with carved urns and curls. This section sits 
slightly forward. To the north of the porch are large double-hung windows trimmed 
in half-round sandstone columns, rusticated sandstone, blocks, and intricate, leaded- 
glass windows. Over both the porch and front parlor are multi-paned windows which 
pull the two vertical planes into visual balance. The southern third of the front 
facade is divided nearly in half on the horizontal. The top portion is a visual 
solid created by the cross gable and interrupted only by a small whimsical balcony 
off the third floor. The lower half is made light with a single massive arched 
window overlooking the rose garden.

The south facade along 21st Street is a massive flat surface beneath an asymmetrically 
placed roof line. The mass is broken up by three main architectural features. The 
staircase window is actually a complex of features supporting one another and trimmed 
out ,as one, large arched opening. The stained glass window, eight feet long, is 
supported by a pair of twenty-four paned windows, which in turn are supported by a 
hand caryed lion's head and wooden shutters faced out as small wooden panels. The 
staircase window spans the space between the first and second floors, creating a 
suspended room.inside and a balanced exterior. No less impressive on this side is 
the bay window roofed in copper, and the upper storey windows which frame a substantial 
carving of an urn and humming birds. -•• •*• ••

The rear of the house has a two-storey, four sided bay with windows almost four feet 
wide and six feet tall. These beautiful bays were clearly designed to overlook 
downtown Denver and the mountain range from Long's Peak to Pike's Peak. Or could 
they have been intended as passive solar collectors?

Wood shingle gables complete the exterior, and are framed by paneled bargeboards. 
Each gable has large multi-paned windows set off by individually adapted classical 
pediments. In the front, back, and sides the gables are supported above the masonry 
by corbies with carved acanthas leaves.

The Foster House has eighteen rooms plus a flagstone half basement. The structure 
was designed to accommodate an active social life plus the utmost privacy in the 
family areas. The main social rooms are trinmed in heavy red oak woodwork. Most 
rooms in the house are approximately thirteen by sixteen feet in size.

The interior of the house is intact. The structure still has all the stained and
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leaded glass, all of the wooden carvings, all the original Cambridge tile on the three 
fireplaces, the brass doorknobs, lyncrusta-walton, plaster picture mould, French 
curved glass windows (now protected by Lexan) and excellent examples of the original 
imported wallpapers which we hope to reproduce in the ballroom, front parlor, and 
staircase. Original 1894 and 1917 photographs have been located to document these 
items as original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Ernest LeNeve Foster House is significant for its association with Ernest LeNeve 
Foster, a significant figure in the development of the minerals industry in Colorado. 
The structure is also significant for its architectural features and for its associa­ 
tion with its architect, William Lang,

Ernest LeNeve Foster was born in London, England, in 1349. He studied mining engineer­ 
ing at the Royal School of Mines in London and later at the Konigliche Bergakademie 
at Freiberg, Saxony, at that time the world's leading mining school. After completing 
his education he took his first jobs in Europe, but in 1872, at the age of twenty-three, 
he emigrated to the United States to continue his career in Colorado. Over the next 
four decades he managed many major mines in Clear Creek, Gilpin, and Summit counties, 
notably the Snow Drift, Fletcher, Colorado Central, and Saratoga properties, among 
many others. He also held a number of public posts, the most important of which was 
that of State Geologist, He died in Denver in 1925,

The architect of the home was William Lang, probably the best known of Colorado's 
architects. Lang's background is largely unknown though it is suspected that he 
served an architectural apprenticeship in Chicago, He arrived in Denver in the 1880s, 
formed a partnership, and immediately began to design large commercial and residential 
structures. Many of these have unfortunately been demolished, but of those that re­ 
main several are now listed in the National Register, including St. Mark's Church, the 
Zang House, Ghost Building, Bailey House, all in Denver, and the Orman-Adams Mansion 
in Pueblo. Lang died under mysterious circumstances in Illinois in the mid-18905.

From an architectural perspective the Ernest LeNeve Foster House is a fine execution 
of Lang's approach to the Queen Anne style of Victorian architecture. According to 
his notebook this was the next to the last structure that he designed in Denver, and 
as the last structure has been demolished, the Foster House is the final representa­ 
tion of his work still in existence. This building reflects the maturation of his 
aesthetic challenge in its function, scale, texture, and design. Although the build­ 
ing faces Lafayette Street, all sides provide a visual interest, most notably the 
east and south which face the street.

ED, JEF 3/8Q
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Lots 16 and 17, Block 47, Schinners Addition to the City and County of Denver
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