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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE

—GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED D/
X.FAIR _UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Boundary Justification

The purpose of this amendment is to alter the boundary of the Charter 
Oak Place National Register Historic District at its southwest corner to 
include the house at 1-3 Charter Oak Place. This house was moved from 
22 Congress Street in May 1980 pursuant to Memorandum of Agreement prepared 
by the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.

tfhen the Charter Oak Place district was established the original in­ 
tent was to extend the district south to tfyllys Street, as indicated by 
Sketch Map 2. This plan was not carried out, however, and instead a line 
was used that is identified as "new boundary" on Sketch Map 2. Although it 
is marked "new boundary," it is the original and present boundary of the 
Charter Oak Place district.

1-3 Charter Oak Place is now positioned on that line, resting in part 
within the district and in part outside the district, as shown by Sketch 
Map 4. Accordingly, it is proposed to revise the boundary as shown by the 
heavy dotted line on Sketch Map 4, identified as "Revised Boundary."

The revised boundary continues the existing line that is the rear 
property line of properties facing east toward Charter Oak Place farther 
south to tfyllys Street. The boundary then runs easterly along vVyllys Street 
to Charter Oak Place, and then northerly along Charter Oak Place until it 
joins the existing line, as shown by Sketch Map 4. For summary, see Map 6.

1-3 Charter Oak Place

1-3 Charter Oak Place is a 2^-story, frame, Queen Anne style house 
with gable roof, irregular plan, and several gables and porches, facing 
east toward Charter Oak Place. The porches have round columns and the 
front gable has a small Palladian window, elements that derive from the 
Neo-Classical Revival. The siding is clapboards for the first floor and 
shingles above.

The foundation walls visible above grade at the Congress Street 
location were brick, and they are faced with brick at the new location. 
Also, on the facade the height of the visible, new foundation wall is about 
the same as it was. The front porches were moved, and the steps leading 
up to them will be about the same as the old steps. A similar condition 
with respect to the visible foundation wall exists on the north elevation.

On the west and south elevations, however, the ground of the new site 
slopes off, exposing more of the foundation walls than formerly was the 
case. This condition is being taken advantage of to provide better light 
and access to the basement than was possible at the old location. A re­ 
taining wall parallel to the south foundation has been built preparatory 
to constructing stairs down to the new basement entrance. The contour of 
the ground permits this access to be unobtrusive.
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Memoranda of Agreement

The house at 22 Congress Street was one of six structures in the 
Congress Street rehabilitation project scheduled for demolition as provided 
in a Memorandum of Agreement ratified by the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, and ;. noted in their letter of April 16, 1979 to the Depart­ 
ment of Housing and Urban Development. Subsequently, at the instigation of 
the Hartford Architecture Conservancy, arrangements were made to move the 
house instead of to demolish it. This change of plans was recorded in a 
further Memorandum of Agreement ratified by the Advisory Council July 17, 
1979.

The basic reason for demolishing or moving the house was the fact 
that larger brick apartment houses had been built close to it some decades 
ago, on either side. The newer, larger structures tended to cut off light 
to, and close in, the smaller frame structure. Its attractiveness if rehab­ 
ilitated on its original site was questionable. Moreover, its removal fa­ 
cilitated access to mandated parking areas planned for the interior of the 
block. The moving of the house from 22 Congress Street to 1-3 Charter Oak 
Place enhanced both the Congress Street rehabilitation project and the in­ 
tegrity of the Charter Oak Place district.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criterion

1-3 Charter Oak Place occupies approximately the site of a former house 
at this location, and thus returns the streetscape to its historic character. 
The house before being moved was determined to contribute to the Congress 
Street National Regiater Historic District in which it was located. In its 
new location, the structure fits in well with its neighbors. (Criterion C.)

Discussion

The historical arrangement of houses and lot lines at the corner of 
Charter Oak Place and Wyllys Street is shown by the 1880 city atlas, and is 
sketched in Map 3. City lot 260, known as 1 Charter Oak Place, fronted east 
on Charter Oak Place and by an ell to the south included all of the Charter 
Oak Place frontage to Wyllys Street. Lot 259 fronted south on Wyllys Street. 
No change in this arrangement appears until the 1929 atlas, which shows an 
apartment house on lot 259. This apartment house was 54 Wyllys Street 
(demolished) shown on Map 2. In the 1930s the ell of land along Charter Oak 
Place was transferred to become part of the lot on which the apartment house 
was located. The house at 52 Wyllys Street also has been demolished, leaving 
the entire corner clear.

Under the impetus of the move of the house from 22 Congress Street, the 
lot lines of the corner have been re-drawn. The northern section of lot 260 
will be annexed to 7 Charter Oak Place. All the remaining corner land will 
become the lot for the moved house, now 1-3 Charter Oak Place, as shown on 
maps 4 and 5. 1-3 Charter Oak Place is positioned a few feet south of where 
the original 1 Charter Oak Place stood from before 1880 to after 1950. The 
boundary of the southwest corner of the Charter Oak Place district is changed 
to coincide with the boundary of the new lot.

By taking the place, or very nearly the place, occupied for three- 
quarters of a century by the former 1 Charter Oak Place, 1-3 Charter Oak 
Place will fill a void at the southwest corner of the Charter Oak Place dis­ 
trict that was created by demolition in the 1950s. The district will more 
closely resemble its historic appearance because an appropriate house will 
again be in place where traditionally a house was located.

Most of the houses on Charter Oak Place are larger and grander than the 
house from 22 Congress Street. In the 19th century, Charter Oak Place was
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The amended boundary is shown by Sketch Map 4 drawn at a scale 
of 1 inch to 60 feet.
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a residential neighborhood for wealthy families, while Congress Street was 
developed for middle income people. In this sense, 1-3 Charter Oak Place 
will be an exception on the block. On the other hand, the frame Queen 
Anne house style is more characteristic of Charter Oak Place than of Con­ 
gress Street. The house diagonally across Charter Oak Place from the new 
lot is a fanciful, frame, Queen Anne structure. The house at 7 Charter Oak 
Place is a frame, shingled house, not a great deal larger than 1-3 Charter 
Oak Place, and compatible in mass and proportions as well as materials. The 
moved house will fit in better on Charter Oak Place than it has over the 
years on Congress Street. tfith the sensitive siting and ample yard shown 
by Sketch Map 5, 1-3 Charter Oak Place will anchor the south end of Char­ 
ter Oak Place again, as it was anchored for decades, and will strengthen 
the streetscape of well-spaced homes from the second half of the 19th 
century.


