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Grizzly Bluff, is located in the Eel River Valley, six miles east 
of Ferndale, California. Settled in 1853, the community grew to include 
a number of commercial and public buildings, but of those, only a much- 
altered church and this school remain. The school was built in 1871-72 
by local carpenters Tom Dix and J. Davenport. Rotting foundation timbers 
in 1880 prompted a move ninety feet north of its original site. The Grizzly 
Bluff School is a vernacular interpretation of Greek Revival styling, and 
has retained a high degree of integrity. The one-story building has a wide, 
medium gable roof, central entrance, and plain frieze and end boards. 
The original entrance was recessed with a modest bracketed shelf above the 
door. A wide hipped-roof porch was added to the front, probably at some 
point early in the 20th century. The building is 30 by 40 feet with 16 
foot ceilings; this addition was present in the l880's, when the enclosed 
historic photograph was taken. Five six-pane double hung windows with 
projecting architraves line the sides of the building. A small bell tower 
remains at the apex of the gable above the front entrance. The school's 
clapboard siding was always white, until a recent application of red paint.

After withstanding over one hundred winters of Humboldt County rain 
and several major Eel River floods, the little school is threatened today 
by human decision. With the end of the 1977-73 school year, the school 
district has abandoned the building and it will either be torn down for its 
lumber, moved, or disfigured by alterations as has happened to the old church 
across the road.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The school building at Grizzly Bluff has achieved a remarkable record: 
it is recognized as the oldest school building in the county of Humboldt. It 
operated continuously as the community's only educational facility from l8yi 
to 1978, when it was closed by the local district. It is the only recogniz 
able link with the early settlement of Grizzly Bluff, and remains a focal 
point of community identity. In addition to local historical significance, 
the building is an excellent example of its type and period. Although Greek 
Revival styling had generally passed from popularity at this time, its verna 
cular variations were still utilized in this remote northern section of the 
state. The Grizzly Bluff School represents the small one-room school building 
typical of 19th Century rural California, executed by local builders in an 
appropriate classical-based architectural mode.

At Grizzly Bluff, the earliest settlers came in 1853. They built cabins, 
cleared the land, and planted crops. Joseph Barber took the lead in establish 
ing a school in the neighborhood. This earlier school is said to have been 
located on the Lemuel Church property near the corner. A large number of 
children received their entire education at this little school. The Grizzly 
Bluff School District was established on May 23, l8yi, and the present 
building was constructed during the 1871-72 school year by Tom Dix and J. 
Davenport. The people of Grizzly Bluff took pride in their school and in 
1878, a hedge of 105 ornamental cypress trees were planted around the school- 
yard to protect the building from stormy winds. The cypress hedge no longer 
remains.

One of the early teachers was A. H. Day, who taught at Grizzly Bluff 
from 1880 to 1882. He taught sixty-eight pupils in nine grades for a salary 
of eighty dollars a month, probably for a term of eight or nine months. 
During the years 1884-1885, there were two teachers at Grizzly Bluff School, 
L. M. Burnell and Anna Wible. This was probably when a partition was put 
down the middle of the room to separate the two groups. There were two 
teachers for the next several years. By 1889, there were seventy students 
in attendance and again one teacher handled the school.

In 189^, there was need of considerable repair work to be done on the 
school building. There was to be an election in March for the purpose of 
voting a tax to raise money for repair work. Some taxpayers raised the ques 
tion of building a new schoolhouse, and having two teachers. The school was 
so crowded that some children were forced to attend other schools. The result 
of the election must have been to repair and keep the same building.
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Grizzly Bluff School seems to have always had a large attendance, 
too many for one teacher to handle. So in the year 1908-1909, Theresa 
McDonough was hired to teach the primary grades. The library room was 
used for the activities of the 3^ pupils in the first four grades. Kate 
Slingsby was principal that year with k2 pupils in the upper grades.

This country school has always been a center in the community. It 
was the social and educational heart of Grizzly Bluff throughout its exis 
tence, and still remains as an important visual element tying the community 
to it's past.
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