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^The otfftamental brick house is perched on a hill overlooking the 
South Fork of the Holston River. Shipley Ferry Road runs directly 
behind it. The house is a simple two-story rectangular structure 
with recent additions of a one-story front porch .and -a kitchen 
with attached back porch.

Several architectual features are unusual for the area: the 
jLnterior chimneys on each end; the refined cornice with punched 
j3ej:ail; and the missing bricks which were used probably for sup­ 
porting scaffolding when the house was built.

The ornamental brickwork makes the house unique in East Tennessee 
and is a detail rarely found throughout the state. On the eave 
of each sidie_and worked in a herringbone pattern, is a design 
suggesting an arched window. Flanking this are the initials: 
"E B" on one side of the house and probably "I L" on the other-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Little is known about the house, which, with its ornamental 
brickwork, is unique in East Tennessee. The Barnes family 
owned the property through much of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries. Members of the family claim the house was built at 
the time of the Civil War, but this can be disputed on the basis 
of architectural style. It is difficult to date a house such 
as this in an area like East Tennessee. If found further to 
the eastern coast, it could be late eighteenth century, a con­ 
ceivable but improbable date for its Tennessee location.



Family notes supplied by Muriel Spoden, Sullivan County 
Historian.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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