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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCEV

his three-bay, two-story house with a dormered third floor is
built of wood, sheathed in unpainted shingles, with painted trim.

Around 1900 a Victorian porch and large=-paned windows were
added; some panelling was removed and chimney breasts were taken

~out.s \

The present owners have re-sheathed the house in hand~riven
cedar shakes; the Victorian windows have been replaced with small~
paned sash. The Victorian porch has been removed, and replaced
with a stoop copied from a photograph of the original. Woodwork
in the parlor, removed during the Victorian renovations, has been
replaced with panelling from another Lewes house of the same period.
Woodwark in the hallway has been repainted its original color. ‘
Original panelling remains in the second-floor rooms. The simpler:
third-floor rooms retain original chair rails. :

The present kitchen is a wing added to the original small house
that Dr, Fisher bought from Rebecca Fisher Cornwallis, his cousin.
The present owners have tried™to retainmthe Garly features of this
wing, while adapting it for use with modern appliances. One
interior wall has been left unplastered to exhibit the nogged tlmber
construction. (See attached photograph.) The kitchen wing is the
sole remaining portion of the original -house that is incorporated
in the present structure. The stbne foundation of the main part
of this earlier structure may still be seen, under the front portion
of the present house.

The front portion, now the main house, was built shnxilz after

the Amexican Revolution by Major.Eisher, who probably demolished ‘the
front sectldﬁmgfmTHEMBTiglnal house at the same time.
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|STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"It is thought that Dr. Henry Fisher bought from Rebecca
Fisher Cornwallis an early frame House with a stone foundation,
and added the present kitchen wing. He left this house to his
wife when he died in 1746. Dr. Fisher came to Lewes from Waterford,
Ireland, and was the first physician of eminence in the Lower
Counties.,

Major Henry Fisher, the son of Dr. Fisher, wanted to go to
sea, but hiSROTReT allowed him to go out with marine pilots. Upon
the outbreak of the Revolution, there were many Tories in Lewes,

and a military detachment was sent to keep the peace. After the
troops departed, Henry Fisher raised a unit at his own expense.

He was responsible for the defense of Cape Henlopen and the entrance
to Delaware Bay, and for the care of prisoners. It was he who
informed Congress that Lord Howe's fleet was headed for the
Chesapeake. A story with no apparent basis in fact states that Caesax
Rodney began his ride at Major Fisher's house. It is known, however,
that Rodney visited Fisher on other occasions.

\‘Major Henry Fisher's daughter sold the house to Colonel
Samuel. Bover Davis., who defended Lewes and the entrance to Delaware
Bay during the War of 1812, The British bombarded Lewes, but ,
Colonel Davis by a clever ruse led Commodore Beresford to believe
that the defending force was larger than it was; the British
squadron withdrew without revictualling in the town. In 1817
Colonel Davis sold the house and a hundred acres to Geordg“ﬁiékman.




Federal Writers Project, Delaware, A Guide to the First State.

Harold Donaldson Et?erlein and Cortlandt vanDyke Hubbard, Historic
Hous?s‘and Buildings of Delaware, Dover, Public Archives
Commission, 1963,
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| _Mrs, Robert Huntexr Orr

ORGAN!IZATION

DATE

June 8, 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

624 Pilottown Road

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [T] State [] Local [

Name ? .

Dr. E. Berkeley T¢mpkins

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hfstoric Preservation

Fd

Title __State Liaison Officer

tional Register Z

Date %‘77.4 Date | eepet}Z?‘E;: ? 2
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