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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Silver State Flour Mill consists of two structures, the mill building and 
the warehouse. The original size of the mill building was 60 feet by 30 feet, but 
a later addition was made and it is an "L" shape today, 80 feet on the west side. 
The warehouse building is 51 feet by 31 feet in size. The lower portion of the mill 
building is of sandstone block construction and the upper portion is rough timber 
covered with heavy black tar paper. The upstairs portion of the mill building houses 
the mill screens, rollers and the milling equipment. Downstairs, on the first floor 
of the mill building, there are three rooms. One large room was used to store 
in-coming grain and the other two were used for storing flour and other mill products, 
such as bran and shorts. The warehouse building is also of sandstone block 
construction and stands one story in height. The mill and equipment are still 
in operating condition, although the facility has not been used for its original 
purpose since the early 1930 f s. The ditch from Martin Creek is still in existence 
and there is still a small producing apple orchard at the mill site. Both the mill 
building and the warehouse are currently in use as ranch storage facilities and 
both buildings are in fairly good condition. The tarpaper on the top floor of 
the mill building is somewhat deteriorated and needs to be replaced, but otherwise 
it retains much of its original appearance and architectural integrity.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Silver State Flour Mill is of local historical significance because it was the 
first such facility in Humboldt County and one of the earliest in the history of Nevada. 
It is also of significance because of the important part it played in the economy of 
the town of Paradise Valley and the surrounding area. Prior to the construction of the 
mill, very little wheat was raised in the area as there were no facilities by which it 
could be turned into flour. The main crop was thus barley which required only thrashing 
and could be sold for $4.00 a bushel and up. Flour for the area was imported from 
California at a cost of $16.00 to $20.00 per 100 pounds.

The question of constructing a flour mill in Paradise Valley had been under 
consideration since the summer of 1866, but a decision to go ahead with construction was 
not made until a public meeting was held at Willow Point on September 23, 1867. The 
chairman and secretary of the meeting were J.F. Abel and S.J. Worden respectively. At 
the meeting, Charles Adams said he would build a first-class mill at a cost to himself 
of $15,000 to $20,000 if the farmers of the area would promise him their patronage for a 
period of three years. Pledges of 1,275 acres were made immediately and in October and 
November of 1867 lumber and other building materials began to arrive. By mid-December 
the building had been erected and the milling equipment was promised within six weeks. 
Heavy snows in the Sierras impeded the movement of freight from California however and 
it was not until late March of 1868 that the facility was ready to mill its first 
flour. The collapse of the building's upper floor due to the weight of the grain 
waiting to be milled held up operations for a time, but by the middle of April the 
mill was in full operation.

Water from Martin Creek, which operated the mill, drained away to irrigate an 
orchard of 1,000 fruit trees, gooseberry, current and blackberry bushes which were later 
planted by J.B. Merchant on the grounds.

Charles Adams sold the mill to Battiste Reconzone in the early 1880*s and it later 
passed to his son, Lorenzo. The flour produced by the mill was marketed throughout 
northern Nevada and was much preferred by housewives where it was available. Lorenzo 
Reconzone sent several bags of his flour to the Louisianna Purchase Exposition at 
St. Louis, Missouri in 1904 and was awarded two gold medals.
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