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AREA PCRM NO.

Tomn Wakefield
Address |i]2 Main Street
Historic Nare Beebe Homestead

Use Present dwelling
Original dwpi 11 ng

DESCRIPTION

Date 17Q8 or 1818

source -F.Pitors, 187i| 3nd Vfakpfipid

Historical Society
Syle Fpfieral :
Architect NA

Exterior Wall Fabric nlaphn”~rd
Outbuildings garage

noncontrl butinp; (c.1940)
Magjor Alterations (with dates) west porch

(undated); cupola c. 1858-65;
ell c. 1858

oondition Excellent

Mowd NA Date NA
reage :Ih acres

Setting pn bill s*M. h~rV from Mpin

street on long drive, overlooks |ake

Recorded by Wakefield Preservation
ASSOC®3t6S

organization Wakefield Historical
Comm ssi on

Date Mar' Pb, 1 @S o



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)
The Beebe Homestead, one of t hemost high style Federal buildings i n
Wakefield, was t hehone of Lucius Beebe, a promnent town resident i n
the mi dl8th century. The building retains Integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association,
and nmeets criterion AandCof theNRP onthelocal level.

ARCH TECTURAL S GNLFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate interms of
other buildings within the coiranunity.
This house was built c. 1798-1818, but i t may contain theframng from
the c¢. 1727 house original tothesite. I f so. |t would appear t ohave
been entirely rebuilt. It i soneof thenost imposing, andhigh style
Federal dwellings i n town. Though somewhat smaller andsimpler thant he
Sal em mansi on houses |t i smodeled on, i ti snevertheless a |andmark
on itshigh |akeside site. The 2 story hip roofed structure with two tall
interior chimeys has a deck balustrade andoctagonal cupola, probably
added c. 1885-65. Giant pilasters ontall styles frame one of the two
three baycenter entrance facades. The south entrance i sshelteredby
a portico, possibly added, and-features a |eaded glass fanlight. The rear
ell was added c. 1852-65. The porch on t hewest appears t obe an
addition as well, though i tcould be original.

HSTCR CAL SN FH CANCE Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history andhowthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the coiranunity.
O this site stood t hehomestead of Decon Benjam n Brown andhi s son
General Benjam n Brown, which was built about 1727. The General earnedhi s
rank i nt heRevolutionary War, andwas a nenber of t he Provincial
Congress. Thomas Cl ement, a retired naval commander probably erected
this house, but i ti smost closely identified with Lucius Beebe, who
lived here from 1852 t ohis death 1 nl1884. The Beebe Town Libraryi s
naned i nhis honor, and he was a liberal donor t othe institution.
He was a selectman, nenber of t heSchool Board, on theboard of two
banks and a real estate association, andfor 3 years was a Justice
of the Peace. He also served aterm i ntheState Legislature, and
was active I ntown affairs, such as theFire Department. He owned
apd ranwith his sons a cotton business anda | eather business, both
from Boston, suffering losses i nboth from fires. Thelarge ellto the
« rear was added t oaccommodate his famly of twelve, their two cooks,
and other servants.

Bl BLI O&RAPHY and/ or REFEHRENCES
Eaton, Lilley, Geneological History of theTown of Reading, Boston, 187"
Eaton, Chester, andEaton, Warren, Proceeding of the250th Anniversary
of theAncient Town of Reddi ng, Reading, Ibgb.
Wakefield Historical Society, notes.
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