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The Dwi ght Manufacturing Conpany Housing District i slocated i nChicopee Center
just north of Springfieldnear theChicopee River. Thedistrict i sconposed pri-
marily of brick workers' houses built i nthe 1830's and 1840's. Although origin-
ally theChicopee Center area contained a nmuch |arger nmber of these structures,
later devel opnment has led t ot hedemolition of many of them Nevertheless, the
grouping which remains on Front, Dwi ght, Exchange and Depot Streets possesses a
character andquality which i s rare i nconparable early industrial citiesin
New Engl and.

The neat, brick buildings which line theonce tree-shaded streets arefor thenost
part i ngood condition and retaintheir architectural integrity, although a few
have had inconpatible additions or have been painted colors inappropriate to the
style and material.

Typical of t heboarding houses inthedistrict i sthehouse at thecorner of

Dwi ght and Front Streets. Thebrick building i sthree and one half stories high
and eight bays wide. [Itsridge roof i s broken by six pedimented dornmers and four
chimeys. Thefront entrance, slightly off center, i sdistinguished byits pro-
jecting portico with paired Doric colums oneither side. Thew ndows have brown-
stone lintels and sills.

A smaller, too-story version ofthe workers' housing i sat 94-96 Front Street.

This brick building i seight bays wide with a double entrance i nthecenter of the
frontl elevation. | nanotherwi se simple, vernacular style, thepatterned brick-
work onthegables provides interestingvariety andcraftsmanship i nthese houses.

Athird type of dwelling can be found at 15-17 Chestnut Street. This nodest t wo-
story house was a single famly unit. |t displays typical characteristics of
the Greek Revival period with itsgable endfacing thestreet anditsfront en-
trance totheside. This building i salso noteworthy for itshbrickwork i n the
gabl e and cornice.

The boarding house at t hecomer of Front and Depot Streets i sdistinguished from
the other buildings inthedistrict by itsStick Style detail. Thedifferencei n
style i sduetothefact that this building was constructed as additional housing
at a later period i nthel1l870's. Thefirst story of thebuildingis brickand
the upper story i scovered with clapboard andshingles. Thefacade i s twenty-four
bays wi de, andfour gables projecting fromthe roof mark t hefour double entrances
bel ow. There arethree shed dommers between t hegables andfive chimeys. The
fine Stick Style detail i nthegables andentryways i sintact and makes this build-
ing of particularinteresti nthedistrict,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

fee Dwi ght Manufacturing Gonpany Housing District i ssignificant as an exanple of a
planned industrial comrunity of t henineteenth century and as an illustration of the
paternalism of thefactory owners toward their enployees.

Al though many of t heworkers' houses have been supplanted by recent commerci al
devel opment i nt hecity center, thegrouping which survives retains the character
and fine detail of thenineteenth century houses.

Chi copee Center began i t sijaajor industrialization i n1832 when t he Springfield Canal
Conmpany built a damon t he Chicopee River and constructed a canal t olead water to
the mills. | twas notlong before thearea was one of t helargest and nost inpor-
tant textile centers i nthe western half of Massachusetts. A nunber of manufac-
itxng conpani es noved t oor established themselves i n Chicopee Center. Anong
amwas the Ames Manufacturing Conpany, which had noved from Chel nsford t o Chi copee
alls i n1829, and then t o Chicopee Center i n1834. | n 1832, just after theconple-
of thedam and canal, t he Cabot Manufacturing Conpany was incorporated and
1iTi:*manufacture of cotton goods i n Chicopee i n1834. The area for atim was
known as "Cabotville." Another textile concern, thePerkins M lls, was established
in 1836; and i n1841t hefourth conpany, t heDwi ght Manufacturing GConpany, began
operation. Essentially, thefour conpanies were under t he sane managenent, and i n
1856 t he Cabot Manufacturing Conpany and t hePerkins Mills were consolidated with
the Dwi ght Manufacturing Conpany.

Most of theinvestors i ntheChicopee mlls lived i nBoston, and their names are
important i nthemercantile and industrial history of Massachusetts. The Dwi ght

fami |y, andparticularly BEdnund Dwi ght, were i na | arge neasure responsible for
bringing Boston rmoney t o Chicopee. The Dwights were an ol d Springfield famly, and
Edmund' s father Jonathan Dwight was said t o have been t heweal thiest man i n Hanpden
County. Edrmund becane a successful |awyer i nBoston where he met such promnent fig-
ures as Harrison Gray Otis, Samuel Eliot, George W Lyman, W IliamAppleton, Samuel
Henshaw, |srael Thorndi ke and Sarmuel Cabot, all of whomwere petitioners i nthe
incorporation of thevarious Chicopee manufacturing concerns.

Under a plan devised by Francis C Lowell and a nunmber of stockholders i nt he Chicopee
conpanies, thecottonmills began utilization of t hepower |oom and consolidatedal |

of thevarious processes inone plant. The inproved methods resultedi na rapid
increase i nproduction, but at thesane time i t becane necessary torecruit large
nunbers of |aborers on a scale hitherto unknown. Since t heconpanies anticipated
difficulty i nsecuring an adequate supply of workers, it was necessary t omake factory
| abor attractive and t opersuade parents toallowtheir daughters toleave home. | n

(Conti nued)
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thence south along the back property lines of properties on the west side of Dwight Street
(excluding the parking lot) to the south property lines of #47 and #45, thence along the
northwest property lines of #45 and #43, thence west along the south side of Exchange
Street, thence south and west and north again along the property lines of #52, #54, #53, and
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order toconformtotheVictorian standards of thefamilies, newl y-recruited female
operatives were housed i nsupervised boardi ng houses owned by t hecorporations, under
the watchful eye of wonen selected fortheir unconprom singrespectability. The
combi nation of factory work all day, a sober and genteel boarding house at night, and
church on Sunday, seemed t onmeet with parental approval. This housing systemlasted
until about 1845, giving way t o a systemof rentals toimmgrant famlies who worked
inthemlls.

The |arge boarding houses and smaller single famly dwellings built t ohousethe
great influx of laborers were forthenost part thework of builder Charles MClallan.
His Greek Revival designs and handsone brick detail have been relatively unchanged
since theearly days of industrialization.

The Dwi ght Manufacturing Conpany textile mills continued tothrive tintil 1927 when
the mlls were closed and t he conpany was transferred t ot he South where |abor was
cheaper. |1 n 1927 t he Dwi ght nmanagenent also sold t hecorporation tenenentsto pri-
vate owners. Today t hehouses arecarefully tended by atightly knit Portuguese
nei ghborhood. The city has included rehabilitation of thedistrict i nits city
revitalization plans.

#10;
B, thence northwest along t hewest property line of #51, thence west along t heback
property lines of #33 and #32 t ot hepoint of beginning.
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6  SecdOyyy

PAUL GuUZzzI

August 6, 1976

MEMORANDLM

To: Charles Harrington
From Joseph Orfant

Encl osed please find theadditional photos of t heDw ght Manufacturing
Conpany Historic Housing District that were requested by your office.
The district i si nChicopee, Massachusetts .
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