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The Dwight Manufacturing Company Housing D i s t r i c t i s located i n Chicopee Center 
j u s t north of Springfield near the Chicopee River. The d i s t r i c t i s composed p r i ­
marily of brick workers' houses b u i l t i n the 1830's and 1840's. Although o r i g i n ­
a l l y the Chicopee Center area contained a much larger nmnber of these structures, 
l a t e r development has led to the demolition of many of them. Nevertheless, the 
grouping which remains on Front, Dwight, Exchange and Depot Streets possesses a 
character and qu a l i t y which i s rare i n comparable early i n d u s t r i a l c i t i e s i n 
New England. 

The neat, bri c k buildings which l i n e the once tree-shaded streets are for the most 
part i n good condition and r e t a i n t h e i r a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y , although a few 
have had incompatible additions or have been painted colors inappropriate to the 
style and material. 

Typical of the boarding houses i n the d i s t r i c t i s the house at the corner of 
Dwight and Front Streets. The brick building i s three and one h a l f stories high 
and eight bays wide. I t s ridge roof i s broken by six pedimented dormers and four 
chimneys. The f r o n t entrance, s l i g h t l y o f f center, i s distinguished by i t s pro­
j e c t i n g portico with paired Doric columns on either side. The windows have brown­
stone l i n t e l s and s i l l s . 

A smaller, too-story version ofthe workers' housing i s at 94-96 Front Street. 
This br i c k building i s eight bays wide with a double entrance i n the center of the 
f r o n t I elevation. I n an otherwise simple, vernacular s t y l e , the patterned b r i c k ­
work on the gables provides i n t e r e s t i n g variety and craftsmanship i n these houses. 

A t h i r d type of dwelling can be found at 15-17 Chestnut Street. This modest two-
story house was a single family u n i t . I t displays t y p i c a l characteristics of 
the Greek Revival period with i t s gable end facing the street and i t s f r o n t en­
trance to the side. This building i s also noteworthy fo r i t s brickwork i n the 
gable and cornice. 

The boarding house at the comer of Front and Depot Streets i s distinguished from 
the other buildings i n the d i s t r i c t by i t s Stick Style d e t a i l . The difference i n 
style i s due to the fa c t that t h i s building was constructed as additional housing 
at a l a t e r period i n the 1870's. The f i r s t story of the building i s brick and 
the upper story i s covered with clapboard and shingles. The facade i s twenty-four 
bays wide, and four gables projecting from the roof mark the four double entrances 
below. There are three shed domners between the gables and f i v e chimneys. The 
fine Stick Style d e t a i l i n the gables and entryways i s i n t a c t and makes t h i s b u i l d ­
ing of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n the d i s t r i c t . 
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NATIONAL REGISTER APPLICATION 
DWIGHT MANUFACTURING COMPANY HISTORIC HOUSING DISTRICT 
CHICOPEE, MASSACHUSETTS 

List of District Property Owners 

Owner 

^ose Martinez 
v̂-̂  Marie Tavares 
^Adeline Domingos 

Albert Jack 
11/ 

^ v i d i o Pi res 
v̂ Portugese-American Club 
v^ lou is Mathieu 
û Joseph Pirog 

''̂ ^ iL 
^George Diadiuk 

'^tefania Hajec 
vjohn Szlachetka 
i/'Paul ine Fedak 
v̂ Emilienne Gravel 
^Walter Paradysz 
v/Chicopee Bankers Corp, 
•̂ Joaquin Paulo 
•-̂ ose Julio 
.^Tito Jose 
v^arcelena Gomes 
•^Antonio Cunha 
v-̂ oseph & Maria Angelo 

Mailing Address (in Chicopee) District Property : # 

117 Exchange St. 117 Exchange St. 50 
269 Moore St. II 129-131 Exchange St. 49 
135 Exchange St. 135-137 Exchange St. 48 
146 Exchange St. 146 Exchange St. 43 

II 52 Dwight St. 45 
27 Dwight St. 27 Dwight St. 42 
147 Exchange St. 147 Exchange St. 41 
172 Exchange St. 170-172A Exchange St. D 
73 Center St. 5 Dwight Ct. C 

Ill 49 Dwight St. 46 
III 51 Dwight St. 47 
II 160-166 Exchange St. 44 

629 Granby Rd. 109-111 Exchange St. 51 
II 111̂ 2 Exchange St. A 

15 Chestnut St. 15 Chestnut St. . 54 
11 Chestnut St. 11 Chestnut St. . 53 
110 Exchange St. 108-116 Exchange St. : 52 
64 Front St. 64-66 Front St. : 34 
20 Depot St. . 20 Depot St. : 33 
226 Exchange St. 38-52 Front St. : 32 
15 Dwight St. 11-19 Dwight St. . 40 
16 Dwight St. 16-20 Dwight St. : 39 
27 Dwight St. - 2-10 Dwight St. : 38 
106 Front St. - 106-108 Front St. : 37 
96 Front St. 94-96 Front St. : 36 
84 Front St. 78-84 Front St. : 35 

TAX ACT 
APR 6 1977 
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— C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 

^ C O M M U N I T Y PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

— EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

?L lNDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

— LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

— L A W 

—LITERATURE 

—MIL ITARY 

— M U S I C 

—PHILOSOPHY 
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— S O C I A L / H U M A N I T A R I A N 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

fee Dwight Manufacturing Company Housing D i s t r i c t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an example of a 
planned i n d u s t r i a l community of the nineteenth century and as an i l l u s t r a t i o n of the 
paternalism of the factory owners toward t h e i r employees. 

Although many of the workers' houses have been supplanted by recent commercial 
development i n the c i t y center, the grouping which survives retains the character 
and f i n e d e t a i l of the nineteenth century houses. 

Chicopee Center began i t s ijaajor i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n i n 1832 when the Springfield Canal 
Company b u i l t a dam on the Chicopee River and constructed a canal to lead water to 
the m i l l s . I t was not long before the area was one of the largest and most impor­
tant t e x t i l e centers i n the western half of Massachusetts. A number of manufac-

i txng companies moved to or established themselves i n Chicopee Center. Among 
am was the Ames Manufacturing Company, which had moved from Chelmsford to Chicopee 

a l l s i n 1829, and then to Chicopee Center i n 1834. In 1832, j u s t a f t e r the comple-
of the dam and canal, the Cabot Manufacturing Company was incorporated and 
1 iTi:^ manufacture of cotton goods i n Chicopee i n 1834. The area f o r a time was 

known as "Cabotville." Another t e x t i l e concern, the Perkins M i l l s , was established 
i n 1836; and i n 1841 the fourth company, the Dwight Manufacturing Company, began 
operation. Essentially, the four companies were under the same management, and i n 
1856 the Cabot Manufacturing Company and the Perkins M i l l s were consolidated with 
the Dwight Manufacturing Company. 

Most of the investors i n the Chicopee m i l l s l i v e d i n Boston, and t h e i r names are 
important i n the mercantile and i n d u s t r i a l history of Massachusetts. The Dwight 
family, and p a r t i c u l a r l y Edmund Dwight, were i n a large measure responsible f o r 
bringing Boston money to Chicopee. The Dwights were an old Springfield family, and 
Edmund's father Jonathan Dwight was said to have been the wealthiest man i n Hampden 
County. Edmund became a successful lawyer i n Boston where he met such prominent f i g ­
ures as Harrison Gray Otis, Samuel E l i o t , George W. Lyman, William Appleton, Samuel 
Henshaw, I s r a e l Thorndike and Samuel Cabot, a l l of whom were petitioners i n the 
incorporation of the various Chicopee manufacturing concerns. 

Under a plan devised by Francis C. Lowell and a number of stockholders i n the Chicopee 
companies, the cotton m i l l s began u t i l i z a t i o n of the power loom and consolidated a l l 
of the various processes i n one plant. The improved methods resulted i n a rapid 
increase i n production, but at the same time i t became necessary to r e c r u i t large 
numbers of laborers on a scale hitherto unknown. Since the companies anticipated 
d i f f i c u l t y i n securing an adequate supply of workers, i t was necessary to make factory 
labor a t t r a c t i v e and to persuade parents to allow t h e i r daughters to leave home. In 

(Continued) 



I M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Brown, John H., ed. Lamb's Textile Industries of the United States. Vol. I . 

Boston: James H. Iamb Company, 1911.  
Sylvester, Nathaniel B., et. a l . , eds. History of the Connecticut Valley i n 

Massachusetts. 2 Vols. Philadelphia: Louis H. Everts, 1879. 
Szeteta, Thaddeus. History of Chicopee. 1940. 
Von Slyek, J.D. New England Manufacturers and Manufactories. 2 Vols. Boston:  

Von Slvek and Company. 1879. 
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7 acres ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

UTM REFERENCES 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONThe nor thwest corner o f the d i s t r i c t i s a long the western 
p rope r ty l i n e o f the p r o p e r t y a t the corner o f F r o n t and Depot S t r e e t s . The d i s t r i c t runs 
no r theas t a long t h e south side o f F ron t S t r e e t t o the corner o f F ron t and Dwight S t r e e t s , 
thence south a long the back p rope r ty l i n e s o f p r o p e r t i e s on the west s ide o f Dwight S t r e e t 
(exc luding the pa rk ing l o t ) t o the south p rope r ty l i n e s o f #47 and #45, thence a long the 
nor thwest p r o p e r t y l i n e s o f #45 and #43, thence west a long the south s ide o f Exchange 

S t r e e t , thence south and west and n o r t h again a long the p rope r ty l i n e s o f #52, #54, #53, and 
(Cnn t i rmed ) 
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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#8: 
order to conform to the Victorian standards of the fami l i e s , newly-recruited female 
operatives were housed i n supervised boarding houses owned by the corporations, under 
the watchful eye of women selected f o r t h e i r uncompromising re s p e c t a b i l i t y . The 
combination of factory work a l l day, a sober and genteel boarding house at night, and 
church on Sunday, seemed to meet with parental approval. This housing system lasted 
u n t i l about 1845, giving way to a system of rentals to immigrant families who worked 
i n the m i l l s . 

The large boarding houses and smaller single family dwellings b u i l t to house the 
great i n f l u x of laborers were f o r the most part the work of builder Charles McClallan. 
His Greek Revival designs and handsome brick d e t a i l have been r e l a t i v e l y unchanged 
since the early days of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . 

The Dwight Manufacturing Company t e x t i l e m i l l s continued to t h r i v e t i n t i l 1927 when 
the m i l l s were closed and the company was transferred to the South where labor was 
cheaper. In 1927 the Dwight management also sold the corporation tenements to p r i ­
vate owners. Today the houses are ca r e f u l l y tended by a t i g h t l y k n i t Portuguese 
neighborhood. The c i t y has included r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the d i s t r i c t i n i t s c i t y 
r e v i t a l i z a t i o n plans. 

#10; 
B, thence northwest along the west property line of #51, thence west along the back 
property lines of #33 and #32 to the point of beginning. 
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32 38-52 Front Street 
33 20 Depot Street 
34 64-66 Front Street 
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37 106-108 Front Street 
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39 16-20 Dwight Street 
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A 111^ Exchange Street 
C 5 Dwight Court 

170-172A Exchange Street 
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. /I ^^000173 
Property /\ • n, ^ . . . ^ . / '-v 

TECHNICAL CONTROL 
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ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST I 
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Federal Register Entry Re-submit 

I N T : 2 1 0 6 - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 7 



for tke power canal system, portions of wkick were filled in tke 1950s. 

Wkile tke Comm. may kare g-sod reasons for not including tke mills, 1 would like to know why 
before accepting tkis nomination especially considering tkat Mr. Tolles completed draft HI 
statements of significance and descriptions for tke mill eomplex as part of kis surrey. 

In my opinion, to segregate tke industrial buildings, tke rery reason for tke mill kousing, 
is only kalf a nomination, I kave noticed tkat VA kas a tendency to submit truncated nom­
inations (tke worst example being Lowell) by tko way, wkat erer kappenod to tke Lowell 
nemination) tkat does not reflect tke total resource, and usually, tke portion submitted 
is tko less significant, ie. a "safe" nomination! 
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P A U L GUZZ I 

6^ S^ec^^elO'yyy 

August 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM: 

To: Charles Harrington 
From: Joseph Orfant 

Enclosed please f i n d the additional photos of the Dwight Manufacturing 
Company Historic Housing D i s t r i c t that were requested by your o f f i c e . 
The d i s t r i c t i s i n Chicopee, Massachusetts . 
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Name Location 

Dwight Manufacturing Company Housing 
District Chicopee 

Hampden Cotmty 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edvard M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Edward P. Boland 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

880 Mott/ej 6-6-77 
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3 . S U B J E C T . P R O J E C T N O . . E T C . 

He 
4 . D E T A I L S O F D I S C U S S I O N 

N A M E O F P E R S O N P L A C I N G / R E C E I V I N G C A L L 

1;H 
G P O 8 9 7 - 8 4 8 



MR Data Sheet 
DATE: y / y / ^ 

Reviewer INITIALS: ' ^ i f 

DOE JUN 3 1977 

N A M E AS I T APPEARS I N FEDERAL REGISTER: " ^ ^ A ^ v ? ^ y ^ a r > y ^ i c . / i A y i , . ^ (^ r ry^J^A n ^ / ^ i ^ / . y ' 7 ) ^ ! ^ ' c l f 

OTHER KW2;S: 

L O C A T I O N : 

OIR.TOWN V / J CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

, ^ f ^ / < - < 5 . V - e - « - VICINITY OF . 

STATE " " - - ^ ^ " " ^ ^ 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (C i r c l e ) P R I V ^ ^ ^ STATE LOCAL GOV'T F.IJNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDEPAL (AGENCY NAllE) : 
ADMINISTRATOR(under l ine) 

NPS REGION: ( C I R C L E i ^ J J . A T L A N T I C ^ MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOUTWTEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN ViEST PACIFIC NORTffl^EST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR EXTFPIOP- ^ .ENVIRONS 

_ Substantially intact-1 _Substantially intact-2 Substantially intact-3 
_ unknown-4 _upknov,-n ,-5 _unknov.-n-6 
t^not applicable - 7 - i ^ o t applicable - 8 _ ̂ ot appli cahle-9 

— Interior, exterior, environs not intact-0 ^ 

C O N D I T I O N - -EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED ^ N A L T E R E D '-_ORIGI NAL SITE 

I Z G O O D _ R U 1 N S iZALTEREO _ M O V E D 

_fA,iR _UNEXPOSED _ ReconE t r u c t e d - U n k n c w n 
_ U n e x c a v a t « ! ' ^ _ E x c a v a t e d 

ACCESS- Y e s - r e s t r i c t e d t ^ ^ e s - u n r e s t r i c t e ^ ^ ^ o access Unknoim 

historic district*^ /YEi^ NO 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES NO 

IF YES, NAME: 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK?' YES 

IF YES, NAME: 

A D A P T I V E U S E ; YES Saved? ^ES NO 

F U N C T I O N (S): (use "bcabulary words) 

then- . . 

now- ' , / . . 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

_ARCHEOLouY PREHISTORIC —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELiGiON e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
—ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC _coNSERvATioN —LAw/Gov' t / p o 1 1 1 i c s —SCIENCE h e a l t h 
—AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE r c c r c a t l o n 
—ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL'HUMANITARIAN S e t t l e m e n t 

—ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC l / ' , i ^ O c i o / c u l t u r a l 

—COMMERCE _EXPLORATI0N -PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION i i r h . n n & c o m m u n 

—COMMUNICATIONS i ^ l N D U S T R V —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER ISPECIFYI p l a n n i n g 

—INVENTION 

Claims 

* ' f i r s t - YES NO '*oIdcst- ' VES NO '*only'-' YES NO 



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE! /dc^v4; ^'Ac^ 

architecV/m.builder: /?/c(%t£a^ engineer; 

landscapc/garden designer; artist/artisan: 

interior decorator; builder/contractor; 

ETHNIC GROUP: ^ ^ . ^ J 

NAMES; 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

i n i islitutlonal dji^otf /^''"•^yio^y ~<^e^j^2^/ 

DATES: DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (SpeTcific date or ^/4y6f cen.ti^) : /^Ja-L^—/^'^^^ 

c^^^^j -^^ ^^^^ 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE (S) : ^f>JJ - 7 

S O U R C E . (Qp NOMINATION) PRIVATE /'STATE/ 

OTHER FEDERAL AGENCY; 

AC RE AGE, (to nearest tenth of an acre) ^ 

LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

C O M M E N T S : ( inc lude a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n f o r m a t i o n here) 

S l G N I F I C A N C E » ( m a x i m u i n two sentences) 

hi '̂ •̂/-̂  /̂ c'̂ V'̂ '̂"̂  ^̂ ^̂ ^ 
^ ^7f^ ^ ,^/>^-^ f ^ 


