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July 28, 1978 

^^r. Charles Herrington, Chief 
Registration Branch 
National Register 
OAHP, 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation SerAdce 
Washington, D.C. 02040 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

Please note the changes which should be made to the following National 
Register forms: 

Boston: Kittredge House -c:̂ ''"̂ /̂ '*"'̂ ^̂  
- change address to 10 'Linwood Street, Roxbury, M/V 

,4^Concord: Pest House — TyC^<^LciJj2^)L . 
^ - change UTM coordinates to: 19/306260/4701800 ; ". 

/.V-Natick: Natick Center Historic District ~yyi^L^<L9^-^ 
^ - # 10 Harwood Baseball Shop 

- change owner to: Village Realty Development 

-(^3 Clark's Block 
- change owner to: Arnold Zaltas 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkins 
National Register Coordinator 
Massachusetts Historical Cominission 

CJ/lh 
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Form 10-300 U N I T E D S T A T E S D E P A R T M E N T OF T H E I N T E R I O R 
( J u l y 1969) N A T I O N A L P A R K S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE O N L Y 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

{1. NAME 
MAY a 

D A T E 

C O M M O N : 

Alvah Kittredge House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

12 Linwood Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

(Roxbury) Boston 
S T A T E C O D E C O U N T Y : C O D E 

Massachusetts 025 Suffolk 025 
\ t . CLASStFICATION 

C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One) 

• D i s t r i c t [ 3 B u i l d i n g 

• Si te • S t ruc ture 

• O b j e c t 

OWNERSHIP 

KH P u b l i c 

• P r i v a t e 

• Bo th 

Pub l i c A c q u i s i t i o n : 

[ I In P rocess 

[ I B e i n g Cons ide red 

S T A T U S 

i n Occup ied 

I i U noccup ied 

y i P rese rva t i on work 

i n p r o g r e s s 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

Y e s : 

[ j j R e s t r i c t e d 

I I Un res t r i c t ed 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I A g r i c u l t u r a l 

1 I Commerc ia l 

C l E d u c a t i o n a l 

I I Enterta inmer^t 

I I Government 

[ I I ndus t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 

1 1 Museum 

• Pork 

• P r i v o t e Res idence 

I I R e l i g i o u s 

I 1 S c i e n t i f i c 

I I Transportation 

[ 3 Other 'Specify) 

Community Center 

I I Comments 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

IU 
City of Boston 

IU S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Boston City Hall 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
S T A T E : C O D E 

f 

C l T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Massachusetts 025 
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Registry of Deeds 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Suffolk County Court House. Norfolk County 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Boston, Dedham 

Court House 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Massachuset 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

Roxbury Highlands Study 
D A T E OF S U R V E Y : 1 9 6 9 • Fede ra l • State • > Coun ty 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Boston Archi tectura l Center 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

320 Newbury Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
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[ 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 
• E x c e l l e n t Good • F a i r 

( C h e c k One) 

I I De te r i o ra ted I I Ru ins Q U n e x p o s e d 

A l t e r e d 

(Check One) 

• Uno l te red 

( C h e c k One) 

K ] Moved • O r i g i n a l S i te 

" 6 ^ 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( I f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Alvah Kittredge House is a large free-standing frame Gre 
Revival mansion of two stories. Presently, the house is square with 
a small rear addition and has a hipped roof topped by a fla t glazed 
octagonal cupola. Tall Ionic columns that support the f u l l portico's 
broad entablature exhibit strong horizontal and vertical emphasis. 
Surfaced with flush siding, the five bay facade has elongated ground 
floor windows with 6/6 pane sashes that are topped by slightly pedi­
mented lintels but are otherwise unframed. The upper windows have 4/4 
pane sashes. Although the central door frame is covered by a projecting 
bracketed hood of a later date, the trabfeted bands of lights surrounding 
the doorway appear original. Heavy plain pilasters at the corners frame 
the entire facade. The side walls, sheathed in narrow clapboards, are 
four bays deep; pairs of windows flank two evenly spaced interior f i r e ­
places whose chimney stacks protrude from the roofline. When the house 
was moved in the late 19th century, side wings were removed, 
dation of, and the stall's leading to the portico are modern. 

The foun-
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i SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P re -Co lu inb ian I • 16th Century 

• 15th Centu ry • 17th Centu ry 

• 18fh Centu ry 

S I I 9 t h Cen tu ry 

• 20th Century 

S P E C I F I C DATE(S> ( I f A p p U c a b l e a n d K n o w n ) 1 8 3 6 1 8 9 6 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

f y l A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

I I Commerce 

I I C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

I I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I i E d u c a t i o n 

I I E ng inee r i ng 

( I I n d u s t r y 

I I I n v e n t i o n 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• Mus i c 

• P o l i t i c a l ' 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i ­

l osophy 

I I Sc ience 

[ I Scu lp tu re 

[ I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban P|anning j , j | 

• Other (Spooify) 

I -
u 

H 

UI 

IU 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Built in J^36, the Alvah Kittredge House, a handsome Greek Revival 
mansion, is significant both for its embodiment of the distinctive 
characteristics of its type and period and for its associations with the 
lives of two locally prominant persons--Alyah Kittrgrage, early developer 
of^the area, and Nathaniel J. Brad^^e, noted Boston architect. 

Kittredge, a merchant, purchased several large parcels of land in 
the Roxbury Highlands which rose south of the early 18th century settle­
ment at Eliot Square. His mansion was constructed on the site of the 
Roxbury Lower Fort on what is now Highland, Linwood and Cedar Streets. 
The Lower Fort, erected in the summer of 1775, was a companion to the 
High Fort, built in the same year in the location of the present Highland 
Park. Both forts were part of the chain of defenses that helped bring 
about the evacuation of the British from Boston. 

Kittredge and several other investors began an informal movement ; 
which resulted in the development of a dense residential suburb. 
Kittredge sold the house in 1866, and in five years Bradlee became its 
owner. Besides many designs for South End residences, Bradlee is known 
for his plans of The Fell owes Athenaeum in Roxbury, the former Boston & 
Maine Railroad Station at Haymarket Square, the Second Church, Copley 
Square, St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox Church in the South End, and 
the Old New England Mutual Life Insurance building at Post Office Square. 
Bradlee himself did some remodeling of his Roxbury house. By the time 
Bradlee sold the house in 1896, the development boom had spread, covering 
the Highlands with blocks of rowhouses and other forms of multi-family 
housing. When the last two estates on Kittredge Square were to be sub­
divided, the Kittredge House was moved from its probable Highland Street 
frontage to the present location on Linwood Street. 

Although hemmed in by later buildings, the house occupies a 
position visually on Kittredge Square being clearly vii " 
approaching the square on Highland Street. 



9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Drake, Frances S. , The Town of Roxbury: I t s Memorable Persons and Places 
Roxbury, 1878 ~ —— 

Unpublished papers of Reverend Wolcott Cut ler (at Boston Athenaeum) 
Major, Howard, Domestic Archi tecture of the Early American Republic, 

Phi ladelphia, 1926. 
Plans, Vol . 1-50, N. J . Bradlee (at Boston Athenaeum) 

e vu • p o r ^ i : : • 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

C O R N E R 

NW 

NE 

SE' 

SW 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

O F L E S S T H A N T E N A C R E S 

L A T I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s S e c o n d s 

42 19 39.62 

L O N G I T U D E 

D e g r e e s M i n u t e s p e c o n d s 

71 .05 43.59 

A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : l O S S t l i a i l O t l O a C T e 
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I L I S T A L L S T A T E S A N D C O U N T I E S F O R P R O P E R T I E S O V E R L A P P I N G S T A T E O R C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

C O U N T Y : 

f )1- FORM P R E P A R E D ¥ Y " 
N A M E A N D T I T L E ; 

Judith McDonough for Elizabeth Amadon, State Survey Director 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Ma.ssachUsetts Histca'ical Commission March. 1973 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beaoon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAllON 

Mgs$achusRtt.!> 025 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria arid proceiJures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

NationalRegister. 

'MA, 
Chief, Office of Archeology and Hisfbr/c Presel-vaf/on 

•lational | | 

Name 

L o c a l — H 

Sec/«tary of the Commonwealth and 
Ch£BTman, Massachusetts Historical 

Title Commission 

Dat 

ATTEST 

Date 
March 30, 1973 

Date 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

| l . NAME 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Suffolk 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

Alvah Kittredge flouse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. L O C A T I O N 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

10 Linwood Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston (Roxbury) 

Massachusetts 025 Suffolk 
3. MAP REFERENCE 

USGS 7.5' Series, Boston South Quadrangle 
1:24.000 
1965 

4 , REQUIREMENTS 

T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Proper ty broundar ies where requ i red . 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i t ude and longi tude re ference. 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 

Name Location 

Pratt (Dexter) House Cambridge 
Hlddlesex County 

Old Chelmsford Garrison House Complex Chelmsford 
Middlesex County 

I Kitt Kittredge (Alvah) House 

Boston Public Library 

(Roxbury) Boston 
Suffolk County 

Boston 
Suffolk County 

Al.so Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
Hon. Thomas P. O'lJeill, Jr. 
Hon. Paul Cronin 
Hon. John Moa)J.ey 

Director, Northeast Region 

PHR NRowland: nun 5/9/73 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hon. John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Coniraonwealth 
Chairman, Maseachusetts Historical 
Commission 

40 Deacon Street 
Boston, Hassachusetts O2108 


