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1. Name of Property
hisoric name Mass. School for ldiotic & Feeble-Minded Y outh

other names/site number Walter E. Fernald State School (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 200 Trapelo Road JK/G not for publication
city or town Waltham N/E] vicinity

state M assachusetts code MA  county Middlesex e Oil  ZpoddD2A S

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this IS nornination

D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
E meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property te considered significeuit

IK) nationally K| statewide Z] locally. (G See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Mture o cartifying offide/Title Judith”. McDonouglP** Executjye Director

Hg8feachusetts Historical Commission. State Historic Preservation Officer
Sated Fedad agacy ad bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parl< Service Certification
| herebwycertify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

~ e entered in the National Register. .
D See continuation sheet. IA)' f\VApxxy I
D determined eligible for the

National Register
e See continuation sheet.

O determined not eligible for the
National Register.

« removed from the National
Register.

« other, (explain:)



Walter E. Fernald State School
Nare d Popaty
5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Chadk as mary baxes as day) (Check only one box)

e private e building(s)
¢ public-local S district
S public-State e site
¢ public-Federal e structure
e oObject

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Massachusetts State Hospitals & State School s

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC Institutional Housing
EDUCATI O\ School house

RELI A QM Chapel

HEALTH CARE Hospital, Medical Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification

(BEnte categaries from indrudiions)

Mid 19th: Greek Revival
Late Victorian: Qeen Anne

19t h/ 20t h Revivals: Col oni al Revival,

Tudor Revi val
19t h/ 20th American: Craftsmn

Narrative Description

Middlesex County, MA
County ad Sate

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources inthe count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
44 38 buildings
2 sites
2 4 structures
objects
48 42 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC Institutional Housing
EDUCATI N School house

RELI A O\ Chapel
HEALTH CARE Hospital, Medical Office

Materials
(BEnter categories from indrudions)
foundation Stone, Concrete

walls Brick
Wood - Shingle, Clapboard

roof Asphalt; Stone - Slate

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

3 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

3 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

y C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is: .

X A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave. v
e Da cemetery.
« E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ F a commemorative property. - .

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibilography

M ddl esex County, M\
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter cateyrriesfram ingrudiony
Architecture
Heal t h/ Medi ci ne

Social History

Period of Significance
1888 - 1940

Significant Dates
1848 - founding of school
1888 —nove t o present site

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Samuel Cridley Howe
Cultural Affiliation
Edward Jarvis
Walter E Fernald

Architect/Builder
Wlliam G Preston, Clarence P. Hoyt

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

e preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

e previously listed in the National Register

« previously determined eligible by the National
Register

« designated a National Historic Landmark

« recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
# .

« recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

» State Historic Preservation Office

e Other State agency

« Federal agency

e Local government

e University

e Other f - y-
Name of repository:

M assachusetts Historical Coimnission



Walter E Fernald State School M ddl esex County, M\
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 180 acres

UTM References n ' "\ A o' >

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) . y A

1 LIilJ 13111 8 02iol 14i6/96/Q8d . X, 311ill 3]1,811,00] [46[9,46,0,
Zone Easting Northing /o Zone Easting Northing

2 1illJ 1311i8| 8i4iol 14i6/9 5 4 4 d .t 411§id I31,7126,0] 461951360

e See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
11. Form Prepared By

" Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Directo
nameftite

organization Massachusetts historical Commission NI September 1993
Street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone  (617) 727-8470 -
City or town Boston state n Zip code  AAAAA

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets Ca *
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or humerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photogrsiphs of the property. . >

Additional items

(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)
Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name
street & number telephone.

city or town state zip code.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Pari< Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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DESCRI PTI ON

Location/ Setting: TheWlter E Fernald State School occupies a
conpact 180-acre parcel of gently rolling terrain i nWaltham near
the Bel mont (E) and Lexington (N) town [ines. l t 1 sroughly
bounded by Trapelo Road (N), Waverley QOaks Road (E), and Clematis
Brook (S). Figure #1shows theoriginal extent of the site,
which was purchased 1 n1887. State Route 2 runs north of the
canmpus, while theBoston & Maine Railroad (MBTA commuter rail)i s
located t othesoutheast along Beaver Brook. | ngeneral, this
suburban Boston area i sdensely developed with residential

nei ghborhoods abutting thecanpus onthenorth and east, a |ight
industrial area tothesouth onWaverley Oaks Road, and t he
Waverl ey Square commercial district a short distance tothe east.
Congestion i srelieved by a major concentrationof institutional
uses including theMetropolitanDistrict Conmm ssion's Beaver
Brook Reservation (E), t heWaltham Federal Center (W,
Metropolitan State and M ddl esex County Hospitals (NW, Bentley
College (SW, and McLean Hospital (NE).

Landscape: Thepleasant canpus i sringed by lowhills on the
south, east, and west, which provide fine views for theperimeter
buildings andleave thecentral area and t he Trapel o Road
frontage relatively flat. Themain drive approaches from Trapelo
Road on a straight course that runs between thehills. I t
provides access tobuildings that perform canpusw de functions
like theAdministration (#47), Central Food Service (#40), and
Laundry (#22) buildings. Lateral roads curve upthehillsidest o
patient dormitories and nurses' residences. Typically, therear
drive from Waverl ey Oaks Road |leads t ot he Power Plant (#14) and
other support/maintenance buildings. Staff cottages are also
located onahillside i nthis area. There areno agricultural

| ands as there are at sonmany of t heother canpuses--the

Templ eton Colony (seeform was developed i n1899 t ofulfill this
function for t heFernald School. Hillsides aregenerallywooded
while grassy areas between buildings areoften devotedt o
playground use, reflecting Fernald's status as a state school
rather than hospital.

As t he second canpus i nthesystemtobebuilt onthecottage
plan, i t features freestandinghbuildings dating from the 1890st o
the present that aredispersed over theentire area. The
earliest annual reports stated that buildings would not be
arrayed 1 ncheckerboard fashion, but would follow thecontours of
the land and be placed soastoallowsoutherly exposuresf or

- L. (Continued)
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patient rooms. The oldest buildings occupy theeast and south
ridges. The nost important remaining |andscape features are the
| awns (#8, #91) i nfront of Waverley Hall (#1), the original

Admi nistration Building, and t heActivity Center (#3).

Buildings: Mst arerelatively small scale with an average
height of two tothree stories, and areconstructed of redbrick
with sandstone trim Few buildings, with theexception ofthe
noncontributing Shriver Center of 1969 (#63), arevisible from
the two major roadways, Trapelo Road (N and Waverl ey QOaks Road
(E), which border t hecanmpus. The others include a trio of
nineteenth-century houses on Trapelo Road (#45, 51, 53), two of
which predate t hecanpus.

The earliest buildings, dating from 1889-1910, are characterized
by fieldstone foundations (probably dug and fashioned by
patients) and redbrick construction with sandstone trim Al |
were designed by noted Boston architect Wlliam G bbons Preston.
Stylistically, they reflect the Queen Anne style with Romanesque
Revival or Craftsman overtones. They often display round-arched
wi ndow and door openings, corbelled cornices, abundant decorative
brickwork, and overhanging slate hi proofs with exposed rafter
ends. Most aresited on thesouth and east ridges. Typically,
they include dormtories for both patients and staff as well as
Admi nistration (#1), School (#4,5), Manual Training (#10),
Activity Center (#3), and Infirmary (#49). Another large group
of buildings dating from the 192 0s and 193 0s ar e designed i n the
Colonial Revival style that domnated state hospital and school
construction at that time. Patient dormitories fromthis period
are generally interspersed with theearlier buildings onthe
canmpus perimeter, while buildings serving canmpusw de functions,
such as theAdministration Building (#47) and Food Service .
Building (#40), began tofill thecentral area. A group of
single-famly, wood-frame, Craftsman-style staff cottages were
built at therear entrance of thecanpus i n1925. The

mai ntenance/utility group, which i salso located at the rear
entrance, dates primarily fromthe 193 0s.

Anot her major building campaign of t he 1960s added several

| arge-scale buildings, including patient care facilities such as
the 1969 Kelley Hall (#60) and t he 1953 Greene Unit (#50), and
research/evaluation facilities such as the 1969 Shriver Center
(#63). The 1976 Cottage Conpl ex (#64-79), consisting of
one-story, mansard-roofed duplexes, represented a new approachto
patient care that was followed up i nthelate 1980s with another

(Continued)
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group called Malone Park (#83-86); the Cottage Conplex served as
a precedent for simlar developments at other school and hospital
canpuses. . :

Integrity: The historic integrity of the Fernald State School
canpus has been affected by substantial amounts of new
construction and renovation. This is typical of the state
schools that have been under court order to inmprove their
facilities. Fortunately, this new construction has not resulted
in demolitionof historic buildings, so the early character of
the institution remains clear. The only major |oss was the
building known as the O d Stone Farmhouse (figure #6). Most new
construction has been confined to the canpus perimeter, wherei t
is often clustered and generally confined to one-story height. A
maj or exception i s the 197 0s cottage colony, which sprawl s over
the formerly open |owl ands that occupy the northwest quadrant of
the canpus. Sonme of the older buildings have been rehabilitated
with exterior changes, including new w ndow sash and handicap
entrance ranmps. A few, Iike West Building (#33), remain vacant
and deteriorating. The |andscape has been affected primarily by
insertion of paved parking lots into former lawn areas.

Representative buildings are described bel ow

Pre-existing buildings: v,

#53: Cardinal Cottage (ca. 1850)

This is a three-by-three bay, gable-end, Greek Revival-style
dwelling with a full fluted Doric portico across the south facade
and a two-bay rear ell. | trises 2 12 stories froma granite
block foundationto a gable roof with a wide, two-part
entablature. | t i s sheathed with asbestos shingles. The entry
is framed by sidelights, with full-length windows in adjacent
bays. El sewhere, w ndows contain late-nineteenth century 2/1
sash. A stone wall separates the house from Trapelo Road, and
granite posts define the driveway. T W

#45: Bal dwin Cottage, 180 Trapelo Road (ca. 1860)
Al'so sited on Trapelo Road, this two-by-three-bay, gable-end,

Italianate-style dwelling is extended by a two-bay rear ell. It
rises 2 12 stories froma brick foundationto a gable roof with
cornice returns. | tis sheathed with asbestos shingles. A porch

with chanfered posts extends across the facade. Bay w ndows are
|l ocated on the side elevations. Other wi ndows contain 2/2 sash.

il y AV it (Continued)
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Buildings fromthe 1890s / *
oo W « |\ "o

W lliam G bbons Preston i sidentified as thearchitect of most of
» these early buildings by drawi ngs published i nthe annual

reports, and i ntheMassachusetts State Archives collection.

They ar e generally designed i nt he Queen Anne style with

fieldstone foundations, redbrick walls, and sandstone trim Two

of theearliest remaining institutional buildings, Wst and

Bel mont, are located on t hesouthwest ridge. A small area of

unknown use, consisting of acircle and a square enclosed by a

decorative metal fence, i slocated on t hesouthwest hill slope

(#59) nearby and appears t odate from t he same period. Most of

the other early buildings arelocated on t hesoutheast ridge.

"eo' o i . S e U eeNA

#33: West Building (1889-90; figures #2, 3)

Located on thesouth ridge of thecanpus, the Queen

Anne/ Romanesque Revival-style West Building was thefirst tobe

constructed by theschool. Known originally as theAsylum i t

was designed by Preston t o house custodial cases. |t isbuilt on

an E-plan with a two-story central pavilion (originally

containing thedining room projecting fromthesouth elevation

as itsorganizing focus. Boys' andggirls' wards were located i n

the east and west wings, respectively. The redbrick building

rises one totwo stories froma fieldstone foundation toa slate e

gable and hi proof. 't i strimmed with sandstone sills,

beltcourses, and coping, as well as brick buttresses, ~corbelling,

and decorative panels. The main entry, recessed behind a wide

Romanesque Revival-style arch, i slocated totheright ofthe
dining pavilion. Wndows contain a variety of multi-pane sash ‘"
(6/6, 8/8, 9/9), areoften paired, and are sonetimes set i n
segmental arches. WIlliam G Preston was thearchitect. In

1915, wooden floors were replaced with nore sanitary and
fireproof terrazzo over concrete, theplumbing was replaced, and
a porch was added. |t has been vacant for many years and i s i n
poor condition, with thesite heavily overgrown. Additional
information i sincluded i ntheSignificance section.

#34. Bel mont House (1890)

The adjacent Belmont House i sa small and simple rectangular-plan
ward that rises one story from a cast-stone foundation toa steep
hip roof extended on carved brackets. The entry with nodern
met al and glass door i soff center on thenorth elevation.

W ndows display sandstone sills and lintels. This building was
renovated i ntheearly 1980s with 1/1 wi ndow sash replacing
original 12/12, asphalt replacing slate roof shingles, and nodern

(Continued)
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doors. |t remains as a rather bland cube whose chief remaining
features, the roof braces, are hidden by a gutter. Belmont nmay
be the original power plant shown in front of West Building in an
early engraving (figure #2). I t was named for a physician at the
school, and was probably designed by Preston.

#1: Waverley Hall (1891)

e of the most promi nent buildings on the southeast ridge is
Waver|l ey Hall, which faces west toward the center of the canpus
over a broad sloping lawn (#8). Waverley Hall served as the
Admi nistration Building until 1936, when i twas converted to
staff housing. |t appears to have been enlarged several times,
specifically by the two large rear ells projecting fromits
northeast corner. Designed by Preston in the Queen Anne style,
it is constructed of red brick with corbelled cornice and
sandstone trim including beltcourses, lintels, sills, and
decorative carved panels. The main block rises three stories
from a fieldstone foundation to a flat or low-pitched roof. Its
facade (W is organized with a six-bay central section defined by
massive paneled chimeys. The center entry consists of a
double-leaf door with small pane sash fronted by a hip roof
portico. Wndows contain 6/6 sash. Third-story windows are
round arched with bricks laid in a diaper pattern above. A
rounded bay is attached to the front southwest corner. The large
ells are also constructed of red brick on fieldstone foundations
and are ornamented with corbelled cornices; they my date to the
early twentieth century.

e
|
i
0

#3.  Activity Center (1891; figures #4, 5 7)

Located immediately northeast of Waverley Hall and constructed in
the sanme year, the Activity Center is simlar in style and
appearance. |t also faces over a similar |andscaped |awn area
(#91). It is a three-story, red brick structurerestingon a
fieldstone foundation and trimmed with a corbelled cornice, and
sandstone sills and beltcourses. The eleven-bay facade (S is
organized with a projecting five-bay central section defined by
exterior chimeys. Here the three central bays are slightly
bowed within a massive round-arched opening that rises above the
hip-roofed entry porch. The flanking sections display blind
arches outlined by burnt headers that link first- and second-
story windows, while the upper story is set off by a secondary
corbelled cornice. The sane features are found on the four-bay
side elevations. Wndows generally contain 88 sash. This
building was designed as a girl's dormtory by Wlliam G
Preston.

(Continued)
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#' 5 School house (1891; figures #3, 8)

Located behind (E) Waverley Hall, the school house is a two-story,
red brick structure of irregular plan, and shares many features
with the buildings already described. I 't was also designed by

Preston, and faces onto the lawn cited above (#91). GCommon
features include fieldstone foundation, some round-arched w ndow
openings, buttresses, and sandstone sills and beltcourses. The
seven-bay facade (W is centered on a sidelit and transomtopped
entry, and a shed roof porch supported on massive carved braces.
It is flanked by paired w ndows whose round-arched heads display
herringbone pattern brickwork. Second-story w ndows are
conventional with a three-part wi ndow above the entry. Sash
ranges from 6/6 to 8/8. A large hip-roof wing extends from the
north side, while a flat-roofed wing extends southward. The
former displays buttresses dividing paired wi ndow bays, while the
latter exhibits the same details as the main block.

#6: Chi pman (1892; figure #4)

Chi pman forms the south side of the quadrangle (#91) with the
buildings just described, and was also designed by Preston, |t
served as the nodel for later dormtories, which are subtle
variants on itsestablished theme. Like itscontemporaries, it
is a red brick buildingwith fieldstone foundation and sandstone
trim 't rises two stories to an asphalt hip roof. The
symmetrical eleven-bay north facade is focused on a projecting
three-bay center pavilion that contains an entry with open
portico at the first story and a triple arched w ndow above.
This is framed by one-bay and three-bay sections, each of which
are slightly set back. Wndows contain 88 sash. Decorative
panels separate first- and second-story w ndows. The building,
which originally served as a girls' dormtory, was nanmed for

Catherine Chipman, Resident Psychologist in the 1930s. v
Cr

#49: Infirmary/ Stephen Bowen (1893, 1901, 1907)

Desi gned by Preston, this unusual ward is |ocated south of the

group just described. | t consists of three attached square-plan

wi ngs, constructed several years apart, that rise one story to

steep, slate hip roofs with large chimeys. |t is constructed of

the typical 1890s materials, including red brick walls and
fieldstone foundation trimmed with corbelled cornices. W ndows
generally contain 6/6 sash; some are headed by transoms and sone
are paired. This buildingws constructed as an infirmary for
patients with contagious diseases and demonstrates the general
awar eness of public health issues at the turn of the century.
Surprisingly, i tclosely resembles the early power plant and

(Continued)
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mai nt enance building at Monson (seeform). Bowen was a Trustee
in the 1930s.

Buil dings fromthe 1900s to 1920s

Buildings fromthis period areinterspersed anong t he earlier
buildings and display nmany of t he sane characteristics, including
one- tothree-story height, redbrick construction, fieldstone
foundations, slate gable or hi proofs, sandstone trim and round-
arched door or wi ndow openings. Other features conmmonly seen on
these buildings are overhanging roofs with exposed rafter ends,
and burnt headers used tocreate decorative panels, quoins, and
beltcourses. Most were built before 1910, and many were designed
by William G Preston.

#36, 37: MacDougall and Dol an Halls (1898, 1906; figures #9, 10)
Erected eight years apart, these nearly identical dormitories
show how [ittle building plans and ornamentation changed during
the school's first twenty years. Desi gned by Preston, both are
two-story, red-brick buildings of rectangular plan rising from
fieldstone foundations toslate hiproofs. They aretrimmed with
corbelled cornices, sandstone lintels and sills, and burnt
headers arranged i na variety of patterns. Both also have
entries located i nslightly projecting central pavilions and
protected by hi proof porches. The MacDougall entryi s
surmounted by a triple-arched wi ndow, while Dolan's entryi s
surmounted by a triple wi ndow with dianmond-pane transoms. Dol an
s also trimmed with burnt header quoins, presaging a transition
to theColonial Revival style. Ms. Dolan was a longtime matron
in thebuilding named for her, while Sarah MacDougall was matron
of theFarm House i nthepre-Wrld War | period.

. #11: Warren (1906; figure #12)
Anot her of Preston's designs. Warren is a red-brick structure
that rises two stories froma fieldstone foundation to a slate
hip roof. It is trinmmed with the typical corbelled cornice and
sandst one w ndow surrounds as well as burnt header quoins and
bands. The symmetrical nine-bay facade is focused on a center ..
pavilion with canted sides that contains an entry with open
portico at the first story and a triple window with small pane
transom above. Wndows contain 8/ 8 sash. L. Maude Warren was a
physician in the 1930s. ... o

Four similar Nurses' Residences were constructed i ntheearly
twentieth century, a period when they appeared on nost ofthe

| 't - .1 (Continued)
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state hospital andschool canpuses. The East andWst Hones ar e
identical.

#9, 38: East andWest Nurses' Home (1906; figure #11)

Located on opposite sides of t hecanpus, these three-by-seven-bay
rectangul ar-plan, redbrick structures aretypical of
turn-of-the-century buildings at Fernald. They rise two stories
from fieldstone foundations t oslate hi proofs with central and
facade chi meys. Their nearly symmetrical facades arecentered
on transomed entries recessed within |large round-arched openings
whose spandrels arepicked out with burnt headers surmounted by
triple-arched wi ndows. W ndows with 8/8 sash display sandstone
sills andsplayed brick lintels. A burnt header beltcourse forms

the sill for thesecond-story wi ndows. Preston was t he
architect.
#12: South Nurses' Hone (1907; figure #12) e A\ \y-ee

The South Nurses' Hone i sthenost elaborate of four such
residences erected within a few years of each other (North Hore,
#7, 1904; East Hone, #9, 1906; West Honme #38, 1906). I ti sa
two-story, red-brick building rising froma fieldstone foundation
to an asphalt hi proof. Entries, recessed within round arched
Romanesque Revival-style openings, are |located onboth main

el evations (north andwest ) of this L-plan building. Wndows
contain new 1/ 1 sash. Like thebuildings fromthe 1890s, and the
other nurses' homes, i ti sfurther trimmed with sandstone sills
and lintels, andburnt header beltcourses and watertable.

Preston was t hearchitect. A concrete handi capped access ranp
has been added t ot hewest facade.

#10:  Manual Training Building (1904; figure #13)

This large red-brick structure with lateral rear wings rises two
stories froma fieldstone foundation t oan asphalt hi proof.
Flem sh bond panels with burnt headers separate first- and
second- story w ndows. The si xteen-bay west facade i s organized
with a projecting eight-bay central pavilion, framed by four bay
wings. Themain entry i snearly centered onthefacade, wherei t
is recessed within a large round-arched opening andprotected by
a hip-roof hood. A second entry occupies theouter southbay.
Large wi ndows, sone of which arepaired, contain 6/6 sash.
Preston was t hearchitect. See t he Significance section for a
description of theactivities housed i nthis building.

(Continued)
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#42: East Building (1906; figure #14)

East i sa large T-plan ward that displays the typical
turn-of-the-century Fernald materials and features, includingred
brick construction, fieldstone foundation, slate hi proof with

| arge interior chimeys, sandstone w ndow surrounds, burnt header
beltcourses, and round-arched entries. The symmetrical,
thirteen-bay south facade i s focused on a five-bay, central-entry
pavilion, which i sfronted by an open porch and i s surmounted by
a large two-story, arched window. | ti sframed by paired

wi ndows, and four-bay end sections. Preston was the architect.

#23: Lavers Hall (1914)

Lavers i sa large, redbrick dormtory built on a U-plan with two
encl osed pavilions projecting fromtheasymmetrical twenty-three
bay-east facade, and paired wings extending from therear.
Typically, i trises one story froma fieldstone foundationtoa
slate hi proof with large interior chimeys, and i strimmed with
sandstone. An entry with open porch i soff center betweenthe
two pavilions. Large conventional windows contain 12/12 sash.
Harriet Lavers was matron of this building when i t servedits
original function of infirmary for male patients. | t was
designed by Janmes Cal derwood.

#21: Southard Research Lab (1921)

This small rectangul ar-planl abwith Craftsman-style featuresi s
very similar tobuildings constructedduring theprevious decade.
It 1 saredbrick structure that rises one story from a
fieldstone foundation t oan asphalt hi proof with interior
chimeys that i sextended on brackets. The entry i scentered on
the nine-bay east facade, where i ti senclosed i na large glazed
porch. Wndows ar e segmentally arched and contain 88 sash. The
building represents thestrong interest i nscientific
understanding of theetiology of mental disease that arose i n the
1920s and 1930s; theschool"s first clinical research director
was appointed i n1937. The building was designed by Kendall,
Taylor & Co.

Buildings fromthe 193 0s

Maj or new construction was initiated i ntheDepression years, as
was t hecase at many other canpuses. The buildings are designed
in thepopular Colonial Revival style, making a clean break with
their Queen Anne-influenced predecessors. They generally
maintain theestablishedtwo-tothree-story height and red brick
construction, but generally replace theearlier fieldstone
foundations and sandstone or burnt header trim with cast stone.

a \° /\ ~‘NVg
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Many were designed by Clarence P. Hoyt. Wallace Hall (#46, 193 6)
was cited as a WA project.

#40: Food Service Building (1931)

This large, red-brick, Colonial Revival-style structure consists
of a dining room headhouse at t hesouth end, with a long kitchen
el |l extending totherear (N). Both rise one story from high
basements set of f by sandstone watertables t ogable roofs. The
dining section displays bridged end chimeys, corner quoins, and
arched windows i nthethree-bay side elevations. The main entry
is centered on thesouth facade, where i t i scontained within a
projecting five-bay portico. Large wi ndows contain multipane
metal Industrial-typesash. This section i sextended by atwo-
story, gable-roofed el |l with a flat-roofed el | wapped around i t
and projecting on t hewest side of theheadhouse section. Hoyt
was t he architect.

#A4T: Administration Building (1933)
The thirteen-by-three-bay Administration Building represents the
full transition totheColonial Revival style following a hiatus
in major building during the 1910s and 1920s. |t i sa well-
detailed, one-story, red-brick buildingrising froma high
basement and watertable toa slate hi proof. Its thirteen-bay
facade (S) i sorganized with a center entry enphasized by a full
pedi mented portico surmounted by a cupola. The entry itself i s
di stinguished by fluted pilasters, a pulvinated frieze, and
broken pedi ment. Fenestration consists of round-arched w ndows
with 12/12 sash, rising from blank balustrades and surmounted by
< cast-stone panels. Cast stone i salso enployed for keystones,
corner quoins, and watertable. An eleven-bay wing with
conventional 9/9 and 12/12 sash i scentered on therear
el evation. The building received a flat-roofed, two-story rear
ell ca. 1965. Hoyt designed theoriginal building. |t was
published i na survey of public buildings constructed with PM
assistance 1 n1933-1939 (Short & Brown 1939: 351). Constructed
at a cost of $112,850, i t was described as containing "an office
and work space for thechief clerk, two social-service roons, two
school testing rooms, three psychology rooms, photography room
offices for thechief of clinics and head of school <clinic,
exam nation roons and a pharmacy, offices for the school
administration, and a board room" The project was completedi n
Oct ober 193 6.

d

(Continued)
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#35: Seguin (1934)

Seguin i sbhuilt on thedouble Y-plan that was pioneered at
Metropolitan State Hospital and becane popular for infirmaries on
several canpuses i nt he 1930s, especially Monson (seeform). | t
is a red-brick. Colonial Revival-style structure that rises one
story from a cast-stone foundation toa slate hi proof surmounted
by a cupola. An entry with portico i scentered on thenorth
facade. W ndow bays are defined by piers and corbelling; 6/6
sash has been replaced by 1/1. Designed by Hoyt, this building
was nanmed for thenoted pioneer of treatment for thementally
retarded. Dr. Edouard Seguin. Al ' Y

#39: Wheat | ey (1933) b

This i sanother red-brick. Colonial Revival-style ward built on a
popul ar 1930s plan, this time themodified E-plan used
extensively at theWenthamState School (seeform). This
building type was used for nurseries, housing young children, at
all three state schools. This one rises one story from a cast-
stone foundation toa slate gable roof with central cupola. The
main entry i scentered on t heeast facade, where i ti sfronted by
a gabled wood portico and enbraced by cross pavilions with corner
quoins and Pall adian wi ndows. Wndows contain 88 or 10/10 sash.
Frank G Wheatley of Abington was a Trustee at theturn ofthe
century, serving as board president i n 1911.

Single-famly staff dwellings

#43: Hil | side/former Superintendent's House (1904) -

As i tnanme implies. Hillside i ssited on arise overlookingthe
south campus. |t i sa large, shingled Queen Anne/Coloni al
Revival-style structure that rises three stories from a

fieldstone foundation toa gambrel roof with modillion cornice

and | arge center chimey. The main entry with fanlight and open
Tuscan porch i scentered on t he south gable end. 't 1 s now
approached by a concrete handi capped ranp. Wndows contain 15/1
sash except I nthegables, where theupper sash i sdiamnd pane.
Preston was t he architect

#17, 18, 19, 20: Cottages 17, 18, 19, 20 (1925)

These nearly identical cottages aretwo-story Craftsman-style
structures enclosed by gable roofs with exposed rafter ends and
off-center chimeys. Enclosed entry porches with arched openings A
are centered on their three-bay southwest facades. One-story -
sunporches extend from their left sides. Wndows contain 6/6

sash. Cottage #20 i s sheathed with wood shingle, while the 7/

(Continued)
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Others are stuccoed. They were built as staff residences, with
Curtis W Bixby as the designer.

o0 > o

Modern Buil dings > < *

The Fernald canpus experienced major expansion in the second half
of the twentieth century, especially in the 1970s.

#50: Greene (1953)

The Greene Unit i s oneof the largest buildings on canpus.

Located onthe western ridge, i tisbuilt onanirregular plan
consisting of an E-shaped section with a large east wing
extending northward. | tis faced with red brick and rises three

stories to a flat roof. Large w ndows are grouped invertical or
horizontal strips. Themain entry faces south from the east
wing. Dr. Ransom AL Greene was appointed superintendent in 1925,
following Dr. Fernald's death.

#75, 76, 77:. Brookside, Wodside, Site 5 (1981) Nt

These three nearly identical buildings are blocky, one-story
structures faced with red brick and enclosed by flat roofs with
vertical panel parapets. Large, single-pane windows are arranged
in banks. Wbodside consists of two parts connected by an open
International Style-type wal kway.

#64-74: Cottage Conplex (1976)

The cottage complex consists of eleven identical U-plan duplexes
grouped at the northwest corner of the canpus near Trapel o Road.
Swi ngs, benches, and an open pavilion (#121) dot the lawn area
bet ween buildings. These one-story structures are domnated by
wood shake-covered mansard roofs that descend to window-sill
level, barely exposing red brick-faced walls. Wndows contain e
1/1 sash. Met al doors are located in the courtyards formed by

the U-plans. These small-scale patient wards initiated a newera
of more intimate and homelike |iving accommodations, which in the
1990s is still being enployed by the Department of Mental
Retardation for newconstruction at both state schoolsand
hospitals. *
Archaeol ogical Description N

While noprehistoric sites are currently recorded within the
boundary of the school, i tis possiblethat sites are present.

e site isreportedinthe general area (within one mile). That

site, the Clematis Brook site (19-MD365), abuts the southwest

(Continued)
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corner of the school. |t is unknown, at present, whether or not
the site extends onto the school property. Locational
characteristics of the school, including well-drained, level to

moderately sloping terraces adjacent to Clematis Brook, Beaver
Brook, an unnaned brook, unnamed pond and other wetl ands,
indicate locational criteria favorable for Native American
subsistence and settlement activities. An archaeol ogical
reconnai ssance survey (Jones 1989) has recently identified the
locations for two prehistoric sites north and west of Beaver
Brook i n the Beaver Brook Reservation, |ess than one-half mile

east of the Fernald State School. These factors combined with
the availability of open land adjacent to wetlands indicate a
high potential for locating prehistoric resources. Prehistoric

sensitivity is the highest along the unnamed brook running
north/south through the central portion of the school, along the
western periphery of the school bordering Clematis Brook and an
unnaned pond and along the southern portion of the school
bordering Beaver Brook. Railroad and school construction nay
have adversely affected the integrity of prehistoric resources
the latter area along Beaver Brook. The extent of this effect
unknown at this time.

in
is

There is a high potential for locating significant historic e
archaeol ogical remains on the school property. Structural
remains include at |east one barn foundation, # 8 (date unknown)
and the remains of a stone farmhouse whose precise location is
unknown at this time. In 1888 an existing stone farmhouse was
reportedly fitted out for use as a boys dormitory. That building
cannot be identified today. The structure my have been built

for the school during the 19th century or may predate the school
Structural remains my also survive for outbuildingsthat predate
the school and those associated with agricultural activities at
the school. Few agricultural-related at the school resources
have survived or are expected at the Fernald School when conpared
to other canpuses, since agriculture played a mnor role at the

school. Templeton Colony was developed in 1899 to fulfill the
agricultural function for the Fernald School. Construction
features my also be important at the school. Some of the

earlier buildings having fieldstone foundations my have been dug
by patients. Occupational-relatedfeatures, such as trash areas,
likely survive in the school area associated with potential farns
that predate the school, and with school operations. A cemetery
has not been |ocated on the Fernald School grounds; however, one
my be present since nunerous deaths occurred, particularly
during the late 19th/early 20th century period. Later deaths at

(Continued)
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the school used the Metropolitan State Hospital Cemetery;
however, burial practices for the period indicated above cannot
presently be identified. An unmarked cemetery may exist,
possibly near the West Building where a small area exists
enclosed by a decorative wrought iron fence. Earlier deaths,
prior to the establishment of a cemetery at the Metropolitan
State Hospital, my have been interred at one of the numerous
muni ci pal and private cemeteries i nthe general area per
agreement with the town. .

(end)
I. W lI

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE

The Walter E Fernald State School possesses integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
association. | t was founded by Boston reformer Sanuel Gridley
Howe (1801-1876) i n 1848 with an initial appropriation of $2,500
from the State Legislature, making i tthe first publicly
supported institution for the mentally retarded i nthe Western

Hem sphere. From hunmbl e begi nnings i n South Boston, the school
grew i nsize and stature under the strong |eadership of Howe and
his successor. Dr. Edward Jarvis. | n 1887, their achievements

were recognized by the Legislature with purchase of a large new
canpus i n Waltham which was the second i nthe state to be
devel oped on the cottage system following the Lyman Reform
School i n 1884 (see form). Here, Dr. Walter E Fernald

(1859-1924), the third superintendent, |edthe school into the .oy
twentieth century, instituting new programs i n education,
psychol ogy, social work, and scientific research. 1 n 1925, the

nane of the school was changed fromthe Massachusetts School for
the Feeble-M nded to the Walter E Fernald State School i nhis
honor. The Fernald School i s unique i nowng its development and
stature chiefly to the dedication of i tsthree renowned
superintendents: Sanuel Gridley Howe, Edward Jarvis, and Walter
E Fernald, who together, ledthe school from 1848-1924. The
Fernal d School clearly represents the devel opment of the State
Hospital and School System as described i nthe overview, and
meets criteria A B and C of the National Register of Historic
Pl aces. | tissignificant on the local, state, and national
levels with a period of significance extending from 1888 to 1940.

The Fernald School was founded by Sanuel Gridley Howe, a Boston
native educated at the Boston Latin School and Brown University.

(Continued)
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Wel |l known as a social reformer, Howe was involved i nthe Greek
Revolution, andi ndeveloping educational programs for the blind,
before settling onhis major life's work: advocacy of training
programs and humane living conditions for the "feeble-m nded."
Howe was oneof three comm ssioners appointed by thegovernor "to
investigate theconditionof idiots" 1 nMassachusetts i n 1846.
Two years later, hewas instrumental i nsecuring the cooperation
of theMassachusetts School for theBlind when the Legislature
appropriated $2,500 annually for three years toteachten
"idiotic" children at some existing charitable institution as an
experimental program By 1850, t he experiment had proved so
successful that theMassachusetts School for Idioticand

Feebl e- M nded Youth was formally established by the Legislature
with Howe as oneof itscorporators. Thefollowing year,t he
State agreed toprovide support attherate of $5,000 annually, a
Board of Trustees was established, and Howe was appointed to the
unpaid positions of Superintendent and President of t he Board

(Mal lace 1941: 7-11).

In 1852, a mere four years after inauguration of the experi mental
program theschool noved toitsownrented quarters i n South
Boston, and Dr. Edouard Seguin was persuaded t o spend two nonths
there devel oping programs andtraining teachers, although he
turned down t heoffer tostay onas Superintendent. Seguin, a
Frenchman, was t hefirst tosuccessfullyinstruct "idiots"
through a systematic training of t he senses. He gained
international recognitionthrough publication of his"Treatise of
ldiots" 1 n1846, and he nmay be credited with sparking spontaneous
interest i ntheconditionand training of the "feeble-m nded"
throughout Europe and t heUnited States (Wallace 1941: 12-13).

At t heopening of theexperimental school i nMassachusetts, Dr.

Howe described it sgoals thus:
It 1 sproposed t oshow our reverence for God's plain will
and t o acknow edge t he common brotherhood of man by taking
these, thenost unfortunate of His children, and attempting
to Iift themtoaplace upon t he common platformof
humanity. | t 1 shoped totrain themtocleanliness and
decency, t oprevent or root out debasing habits, moderate
gluttonous appetites, andlessen thestrength of t he ani mal
desires by substituting constant occupation for idleness.
To train al |l thesenses, tostrengthen thepower of
attention, develop themuscular system and sone degreeof
dexterity i nsimple handicraft. Tocall out their social
affections, t oinculcate feelings of regard for othersi n

(Continued)
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return for love and kindness shown them t o appeal to the

moral sense and t o develop religious sentiment. |t i stobe

hoped that part of themwill gain useful know edge, nost of

N t hem beconme cleanly, decent, and industrious, and that al |
of them be better and happier for theefforts i ntheir
behalf (Wallace 1941: 10). o

These goals were accomplished through Seguin's sense training
met hods and through adherence toa strictly regimented schedule,
a program similar | nmany respects tothose established by
superintendents of "insane asylums" who believed i n "nmoral

treatment."” At Howe's school, pupils rose at 5 AM, breakfasted

and prayed, then attended class from 8 AM wuntil noon with one
hal f-hour recess break. After dinner there was a recreation

break until 2 PM, then nore classes until 5 PM The evening
meal was followed by gymastic exercise and bed (Wallace 1941:
13-14) .

By 1856, exactly tenyears after a comm ssion was first appointed

to study thecondition of "idiots" I nMassachusetts, the

Legislature was persuaded t o appropriate $25,000 for t he purchase
of land and erection of a permanent home. The trustees, electing

to stay i n South Boston because of it suncrowded condition and
proximty tothesalubrious effects of the sea, purchased a 1
1/ 2-acre site at thefoot of L and M Streets and constructed a
wood-frame school (Wallace 1941: 14). During thenext twenty
years, theschool grew i nsize and reputation under Howe's able

| eadership. According tothe 1869 Annual Report, the population

had grown t oa daily average of 87, with a total of 108 treated

during theschool year. | n 1871, cumulative statistics reveal ed
/ that 465 pupils had been admitted since 1848, and 365 discharged.
Additionally, numerous pupils had been refused admttance dueto

lack of space. By 1874, i twas reported that theschool was
overburdened by it sgrowing nunber of custodial cases and by
applications for pupils from other states that either |acked
schools entirely or had not achieved theexceptionally high
caliber of theMassachusetts program

At this period, Howe and thetrustees described their school
thus:

V¢ wish thepeople would cone and see what can be done with
A t he seem ngly hopeless cases. Here noisy, indecent, greedy,

passionate children becone quiet, cleanly, well behaved,
nore intelligent, and affectionate beings. Their indoor
L gymnastics, their exercise i ntheopen air, their sea

: (Continued)
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bathing, boating, racing, football on the playground--all
serve toexhilarate thespirit, and toimprove their health
and carriage. The enforced cleanliness, therequired habits
of good deportment, which i sseen i ntheir improved manners.
The effect i snot |imted tostrengthening thebodily and
ment al powers; even thereligious sense i sdeveloped and
cultivated. (Annual Report of 1871)

O January 9, 1876, Howe died at age 75 and was succeeded by hi s
former assistant. Dr. Edward Jarvis, who identified four
I mmedi ate needs for theschool's continued growth and success.
These were:
1. opportunities for trained, discharged pupils to find
outside working and living situations.
2. an "Asylunt' for trained pupils who lacked outside
situations
3. a separate institution or department for custodial cases
4. a new, large site for theschool (Wallace 1941: 25)

In 1881, these needs were partially met by purchase of a 100-acre
farm i nDover where older boys could be sent tolive and work
permanently (Wallace 1941: 29). 1 n 1883, another goal was net
with theestablishment of a custodial department for wuntrainable
adult patients and a change i ntheschool's name to the
Massachusetts School for the Feeble-M nded (deleting the word
"Youth"). Both of these events reflect an important changei n
the school's mission, broadening its scope fromthetraining of
high functioning children, toinclude thecare of chronic adults.
This change i nattitude, which i ssimlar tothat occurring at
the state hospitals, appeared i nannual reports of the 1870s, and
was articulatedi n1883 when t he Trustees stated:
As already stated i nour report of 1881, and i nthe report
of the State Board of Health and Lunacy i n 1882, t he
question of enlarging theoperations of the School so they
shall enmbrace not only theimprovables but t he uni mprovables
has resulted i nthepassage of an Act by t he Legislature,
whi ch changes t henane of thelnstitution and
establishes a department of the School for an asylumf or
idiots beyond school age (Wallace 1941: 30).

Jarvis' major goal was not met until 1887, three years after hi s
death, however, when t helegislature appropriated $25,000t o0
purchase a new site and tohire a full-time resident
superintendent. The trustees chose Dr. Walter E Fernald to |ead
the school into a new era, and |ocated an appropriate sitein

. r (Continued)
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Wal t ham near the Waverley Station of the Fitchburg and
Massachusetts Central Railroad. Two estates, including the
ei ghteen-acre Bird Estate, were purchased for $18,000 in 1887,
with $7,000 left in reserve for future | and purchases. The
Legi sl ature appropriated $200,000 in 1888 to erect buildings for
the school, a sumthe trustees planned to supplenent with sale of
their South Boston and Dover properties. Fernald and the
trustees decided to develop the school on the cottage system
citing the Wllard Asylum in New York as a nodel (\Wallace 1941:
35-36). They nust al so have been influenced by concurrent
devel opment of MLean Hospital just one mle distant, which had
. been planned on the cottage systemw th the assistance of noted
| andscape architect Frederick Law A nsted. The only other
exanple within the systemat this tinme was the Lyrran Ref orm
School of 1884 in Wstborough (see form - .

During 1888, an existing stone farmhouse was fitted outto
accommodate twenty tothirty boys from Dover along with a
farmer's family; this group would help toprepare thesitefor
general occupancy by digging drains and maki ng roads. This model
of an advance team of trained pupils from an existing school was
later followed at Tenpleton (1899; see form), Wentham (1906; see
form), and Belchertown (1922; see form). Inthemeantirre, ground
was broken for theschool's first building tobe calledthe
Asylum (nowWest Building; #33), which would house from 60-100
custodial patients. Plans were also nade for a dormtory (#6), a
gymasium (#3), a school house (#4,5), a workshop, a boilerhouse
(possibly #34, now Bel nont House), a |aundry, a kitchen, and an
admi ni stration building (#1). The architect for these buildings ”
was William G bbons Preston of Boston (figures #2-5) . | t was
reported that these and future buildings would not be arrayedi n
"checkerboard" fashion, but would follow thenatural contours of
the | and and be placed so as toallowa southerly exposure for
patient roonms. No |andscape architect was cited, however

(Wal lace 1941: 36-39).

O March 6, 1890 thefirst sixty one boys and girls were
transferred from thecustodial wards at South Boston tothe new
Asylum Building at Waverley. A fewnonths |ater the new
accommodations, and their beneficial effect on thepatients, were
described thus:
The Asylum now i nuse six months i svery satisfactory. The
building has proved tobe al | that was prom sed. The steam
heating and ventilation seem al most perfect. The
Incandescent electric lights, furnished by our owm electric

(Continued)
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plant, provide a form of [ighting at once healthful, safe,
and economcal. The boys andgirls were placed i ntwo |arge

sunny wards on t he East and West wi ngs respectively. They
eat, sleep, and live on theground floor with every access
to shady groves and grassy |lawns, which provide the privacy
not possible i nthecity, or i ntheir own hones.

When admitted, these children were noisy, stubborn, untidy,
and intractable. One of them had not been outdoorsf or
three years. Three had been i na barred room at hone. Many
were helpless, could not feed or dress themselves. They
shrieked, tore, and destroyed their clothing, and t he wards
were bedlam It was an apparently hopeless problem but now
a great and gratifying change has occurred. The careful day
and night supervision has reduced t he nunber of untidy beds
at night and untidy clothing i nthedaytime. They are
taking part i nganes, marches, and other exercises to fix
their attention, and take great delight i nthese exercises.

Fifty-one of theolder females arei ntheAsylum building
and occupy two pleasant wards on t he second floor. They are
of great assistance and take great pride i nthecare ofthe
younger hel pless children. ° 0.

Oh Decenber 28, 1891, thelast pupil was removed from South
Boston and t helong awaited nove was conpleted (Wallace 1941:
40-42)

At Waltham thepatients' routines continued toenbrace a m x of
classroom education, manual and industrial training, and
recreational activities such as formal gymnastics, musical
events, dances, rhythmical drill, and competitive athletic
contests. A domestic training programtoteach girls cooking,
washing, ironing, and general housekeepingwas instituted i n1905
as a counterpart totheboys' training program (Wallace 1941:

65). A Manual Training Building (#10)was added tothecanpusi n
1903 and expanded i n 1908, reflecting theimportance of these

activities. I t sfunctions were described thus i nannual reports ~
of theperiod: o
The boys' classes occupy thefirst floor; one room for e -

Sloyd, another mattress and pillow making; one tothe actual
maki ng of useful articles at separate benches; one room

contains tables where brush-making, sandpapering, net A
maki ng, mat maki ng and cane seating ar e done. Paintingi s
also taught i nthis room -- one room i sused for shoe

(Continued)
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repairing for thewhole institution including Templeton.
The Weaving Room has several |ooms where t heboys weave
first-class crash for towels, andserviceableragrugs.
There ar estock boxes for material for each industry; also
bulletin boards with lists of classes for theentire day.

The girls' department wupstairs i sorganized with the sane

care. One domestic training room class roomfor sewing; > .
another large roomcontains theknitting machines, |oons, 'y-/
A . tables for cutting andsewing rags, one for pillow andlace

maki ng, basket making, knitting, crocheting, with materi al
for each class (Wallace 1941: 71).

Al most i mmedi ately, annual reports began t oinclude mention of
public health issues, reflecting thegrowing scientific know edge
about infectious disease andpublic concern with controllingits
spread. Out breaks of typhoid andscarlet fever i n1891l ed t he
trustees t orequest funds for a small contagious diseases
hospital, a structure (#49) that was completed i n 1893 and
expanded i n 1901 and 1907 (Wallace 1941: 41). A diphtheria
epidemc 1 n1896resulted i ntheuseof antitoxins for the first
time (Wallace 1941: 55). Influenza becanme a major problem during
World War |, with thefirst of 833 cases reported on Septenber

17, 1918; 85 patients died (Wallace 1941: 95). By the 1930s, t he
incidence of contagious disease was greatly lessened by t he
availability of various tests such as the Schick andDick tests,
which detected diphtheria andscarlet fever, allowing new
patients t obe inoculated when necessary (Wallace 1941: 141).

The school entered thetwentieth century expanding it sinnovative
programs rapidly andretaining itsnational and international
stature. A school department with graded classes was openedi n
1892 (Wallace 1941: 42).

Teaching clinics for Tufts andBoston University Medical School
students were instituted i n1903, expanding theprogram initiated
in 1884 with Harvard (Wallace 1941: 32, 61). A formal paroleor
vacation system was adopted i n1912along with thenew position
of field or social worker t osupervise pupils with outside

pl acements. At the sane time, an outpatient clinic was
established, further strengthening community ties. By 1915,
monthly clinics hadbeen started i nWrcester, Fall River, New
Bedf ord, andHaverhill, andthat year theschool held a total of ~
32 clinics involving 743 patients (Wallace 1941: 92). Patients’
health needs were treated nore scientifically i na small hospital

(Continued)



S_Form 10-900-a v ! OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
5 . PP

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet o« N A

y.Walter E. Fernald State School
Wal t ham (M ddl esex County)
Section nunber A Page Massachusetts

o A

(#49; 1893, 1901, 1907) as methods and products developed bythe
State Board of Health, such as diphtheria antitoxin, were

empl oyed i n 1915, and tuberculosis tests were introduced i n1920
(Wal lace 1941: 90, 100). More complete profiles of the patients’
mental condition were also made available through t heuse of new
psychol ogical tests such as theBinet-Simon and the Intelligence
Quotient (Wallace 1941: 82; 104). X-ray exam nation of the brain
was introduced as a diagnostictool i n1920 (Wallace 1941: 100).
Dental Clinics, held by Tufts University, were established i n
1917 (Wallace 1941: 94). The first wonmen physicians--Drs. Anna
M Wallace and Edith Woodill--were appointed i n1907 (Wallace
1941: 68). A training course for attendant nurses was
established i n1929 (Wallace 1941: 145), and a research
department was establishedi n 1937.

As early as 1905, theBritish Royal Comm ssion on t he Care and
Control of the Feeble-M nded provided thefollowing glowing
report on theFernald School totheAmerican Institutions forthe
Feebl e- M nded.
This i sa nost interesting institution, embodying i nitself
the whole history of American methods of dealingwiththe
feeble-mnded fromitsearliest beginnings i nthe training

school for theidiot toitslatest development, --the colony
(Templeton) for thepermanent custodial care and enpl oyment
of defectivesunfit for free life. | t ssuperintendenti s

Dr. W E Fernald, who i snot only one of the greatest
authorities i ntheUnited States of America on t he medical
aspect of thecare of mental defectives, but i san
institutional manager of great energy, enthusiasm resource,
and capacity (annual report, 1905). As i sapparent fromthe
foregoing quote, theBritish Comm ssion was particularly
interested i ntheschool's custodial farm colonyi n

Templ eton (seeform), a department continually describedi n
Annual Reports as it smost successful.

The early twentieth century was a period of major growth as
applications for adm ssion rose from 142 i n1889 to0 484 i n 1911
(Wal lace 1941: 76). This reflected t he expanded mi ssion ofthe
school t oaccept chronic, pauper, delinquent, epileptic, and
physically disabled cases that were not considered suitablef or
training, but nevertheless were i nneed of proper humane care.
To meet theincreased demand, i twas decided toincreasethe
total patient populationfrom 600 to 1,000 i n1896 (Wallace 1941:
50). The school's change i nphilosophy was intertwined with a
growing societal fear of increased deviancy, as science

% (Continued)
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il luminated the role of heredity andbegan t o link
feebl e-m ndedness with crime, pauperism andimmorality. Annual
reports of the period continuously cited the problems caused when
mentally deficient patients were transferred from the state
reform schools. They also stressed the need t oprovide
institutional protectionfor adult females t oprevent their
bearing defective children, andt osegregate adult mal e and
femal e patients within the institution. Dr. Fernald was a
national |eader in exploring the problems of morally and mentally
deficient children andin promoting eugenics.

The results of the growing patient population are seen in several
ways. One is in the establishment of other facilities, including
the Templ eton Farm Col ony for chronic adult males (1899), t he

W ent ham School (1907), the Belchertown School (1915-22), and
institutions inall of the other New England states during that
period. The other is in the major building campaign that
transformed the Waverl ey canmpus between 1895 and 1925. New
buildings included several patient dormtories t osupport a total
population of just over 1,000; staff housing including a
superintendent's residence as well as dormtories for nurses and
attendants; medical, educational, andrecreational facilities;
and support buildings including a power plant, laundry, kitchen,
and dining room The Depression slowed construction which
resumed in the md-1930s. At least onebuilding, Wallace Hall
(#46; 193 6), was constructed by the Public Works Administration
(Wal lace 1941: 147) .

In 1924 Dr. Fernald (1859-1924) died after thirty seven years of
service t othe school. The following year. Chapter 293 renaned
the institution as the Walter E Fernald State School in his
honor. As the British Comm ssion hadnoted in 1905 Fernald was
a renowned authority onmental retardation with many publications
to his credit. These included the "History of the Treatment of
the Feebl e-M nded" (1895), "Sone of the Methods Enployed in t he
Care andTraining of Feeble-M nded Children" (1894),

"Feebl e-M nded Children" (1887), "Care of the Feebl e-M nded"
(1904), and "Imbeciles with Crimnal Instincts" (1909). The
Massachusetts Medical Society said that he "did nore for the
training of the feeble-mnded andfor bringing about an
understanding of their problem than, perhaps, any other American
psychiatrist (M 1930: 14). A eulogy published in the 1924
Annual Report described Dr. Fernald's distinctions and
achievements in greater detail.

(Continued)
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His achievements as an educator have been far-reaching. He
recognized thefirst step i neducation of the feeble-mi nded

was t o make them happy; that the feeble-mnded, |ike other
persons, ar e happy only when they are doing something f or
which their capacity fits them He arranged a 24-hour

program i nwhich thechild i sdoing al lthetime, whatever
Its capacities demanded. This school became i na real sense
a university. During thepast year individuals and

del egates were sent from 28 states and 13 countries and 4
provinces i nCanada. He gave lectures t omedical students,
to teachers of special classes, public health nurses,
physicians taking post-graduate work i npediatrics, .

* psychiatry, et c.

. As an organi zer he standardized everything he undertook,
whether 1 nerecting a building, clearing a field of stones,
etc. Hi s scientific standing was wi dely recognized. | n1912

o he received t hehonorary degree of Master of Arts at

, Harvard. He was widely sought as a lecturer on mental
di sease and criminology. Twice President of the Association
for the Study of the Feeble-Mnded, i n1915 and 1924, he was
at thetime of hi sdeath. President of the Massachusetts
Society of Psychiatry and t he Boston School of Occupational
Therapy. He was a |leader i ntheNational Society of Mental

- Hygi ene. He was theoriginator of theten-point systemfor

testing and classifying of the feeble-m nded. He proved t he
psychol ogical tests alone were not enough. He secured
practically every piece of legislation that had anythingto
do with these subjects for thelast 30 years.

The Fernald School continued toenjoy a strong national and
international reputation, as continued visits tothecanpus
demonstrat ed. | nthe 1920, theschool entertained
representatives from Russia, Austria, China, Poland, Ceylon,
South Africa, England, Czechoslovakia, Central India, Norway,
Denmar k, France, and New Zealand (Wallace 1941: 113).

Fernal d was succeeded by Dr. Ransom A Greene on April 9, 1925.
Greene had previously been Superintendent at Taunton State
Hospital (Wallace 1941: 116). Soon after hi sappointments i n
1926, a ten-year construction programt o expand capacity t o 2,000
beds was approved by theTrustees. At that time, the population
stood at 1,330, with nmore than 1,000 applications for adm ssion.
Nursery dormitories and an administration building were cited as
the most pressing needs (Wallace 1941: 122-23). The nine-acre

(Continued)
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Bal dwin estate adjoining thecanpus was acquired at this timeto
provide room for gardening and t oprovide privacy (Wallace 1941:
118). Wth awaiting list of 1,829 i n 1933, discussions about
the possibility of constructing a fourth school were initiated
(Wal lace 1941: 141).

In 1937, Dr. Paul | . Yakovlev was appointed Director of Clinical
Research at t he Fernald School (Wallace 1941: 155). Hi s work was
described thus:
...clinic and bio-chemi cal routines as well as pathological,
histological and m croscopic studies. X-ray, etc, are being
carried on; research i sdirected toboth |laboratory and "
clinical synmptomatol ogy and an attempt t oget at
etiology--the hereditary and environmental factors and
di agnoses and thus provide a scientific basisfor
therapy....

The 1945 Governor and Council|l Report described thelaboratory as
outstanding. Yakovlev, who was medical as well as research
director at t he School, was also an instructor at Harvard, Boston
University, and Tufts Medical Schools.

In the 193 8 annual report of theFernald School, Superintendent
Dr. Ransom Greene articulated thephilosophy of the institution.
Al'though he professed tobe a believer i ntradition, hi swords
demonstrated t hevastness of change since the m d-nineteenth
century:
| wish topay tribute toallthepredecessors ofthe
position which | now hold, i nthat they have always been
nore concerned about principles than standards and their
primary interest has been thepossibility of ameliorating
the burden t osociety of those for whomthey and we have t o

care, and i naddition determne, i fpossible, how future
generations may be protected or relieved from such a
burden...The problem as a whole i sfar from simple; i t

involves primarily medical know edge and not secondary, but
in addition, problems of education, sociology, psychology .
and legal affairs... The principles involved have been not
only that of amelioratingtheburden and i mmediate stress of
the individual but theproblem as a whole fromthe
standpoint of welfare of our communities and relieving them

L of this burden for future generations... This has beenthe
e aimfromthetime of Dr. Howe, Dr. Sequin, Dr. Jarvis and
. Dr. Fernald. W aremaking progress along these lines...

. (Continued)
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V¢ have reached thestage i nthelast year where we have
been able tostart on a definite research program..the ends
for which we aspire are based on purely the principles
exemplified by thefounder of such an institution as this.
Dr. Samuel Gridley Howe". (Wal lace 1941: 156-57).

The contrast between Howe and Greene i sgreat, and reflects the
change from a moral/religious ethic underlying care and treat ment
to a belief i nscientific progress.

The 1945 Governor and Council|l Report described the 240-acre
Fernald School as one of thefinest institutions i nthe state
saying:
It 1 stoobad that theExecutive Department of the State
Government di d not make proper allowances for an increasei n
facilities i nthis institution during thepast decade, so
that hundreds of children now being cared for inadequately
in their own hones could have been properly taken care ofi n
this institution....No better treatment could be obtained at
any price. ' ,

The school's patient population of 1,890 was over thecapacity of
1,540, even with 75 on parole. There were 236 staff menbers with
181 vacanci es. The varied program of industrial therapy included
a beauty shop, nen's barber shop, printing, carpentry,
shoe-repairing, brush, broom and mat making, weaving,

dressmaking, painting, domestic science, stocking manufacturing,
rugmaking, knitting, crocheting, embroidering, |ace making,
basket weaving, clothing manufacturing, and canning.

Agricultural facilities included a cow barn with 50 head of

steer, and a horse barn, but nmost such activities were carried
out at t he Templeton Colony. Building needs cited by the report
included a hospital, installation of vacuumheating, two
officers' cottages, additionstotheManual Training Building, a
root cellar, a cow barn, a horse barn, a dormtory for young
boys, two dormitories for young girls, and an infirmaryf or

girls.

The Depression temporarilyhalted growth of theschool asi s
indicated by t he 1945 report, but devel opment resumed- after World
War || . The patient populationrose to 2,600 i nthe 1960s, while
the staff remained at 800. |1 n 1972, Fernald canme under court
order toimprove services. This resulted i nreductionofthe
patient populationto 1,161 i n1979, and t o 855 (including

Tenmpl eton) i n1987; additionstothestaff, which reached 1,900

e ® Aoty (Continued)
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in 1979, and 2,400 i n1987; major new construction; and upgrading
of existing buildings. As of 1989, Fernald operated five
community residences i nadditiontothe848 clients living at
Wal t ham and Tenpl eton, and enpl oyed 2,500 staff (Internal History
Fact Sheet).

Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nWaltham are poorly
understood, any surviving sites could be significant.

Prehistoric sites i nthis area cancontribute toa greater
understanding of Native American settlement and subsistence along
tributary streams i nthelower Charles River drainage. Much of
this area i sundocumented because of under-reporting i nthe area,
probably due t ourban development i nthe20th century.
Prehistoric sites i nthis area may be part of a seasonal
adaptation based on theavailability of environmental resources
with larger sites along themin branch of theCharles River,
possibly i ntheestuarine zone. Prehistoricsites i nthis area
may also be part of subsistence and settlement systens that
incorporate sites along theinternal Charles River drainage.

Historic archaeological remains described above havet he
potential todocument |and use history i nthearea that predates
devel opment of t he Fernald School 1 n1887. Background research
accompani ed by archaeol ogical survey and testing can help locate
and reconstruct theconponents of farmsteads or other *
agricultural operations i nthearea indicated by thepresence of
foundations, stone walls, and documentary resources. Further
documentary research and analysis of construction features
including builder's trenches can provide information on patient
participation during construction and thesimilarity or
differences i nconstruction methods where patients areused as
conmpared with those by standard civilian workers. Detail ed
analysis of occupational-related features can provide information
on individual swho occupied farms that predated theschool, as
well as different patients at theschool. Specialized trash
areas may exist for thesmall contagious disease hospital (#49)
completed i n1893, which could provide details pertainingto
patient treatment under isolatedconditions.

Specialized refuse deposits may also exist for the school's
varied programs of industrial therapy, which included a beauty ,
shop, nmen's barber shop, printing, carpentry, shoe-repairing,
brush, broom and mat maki ng, weaving, dressmaking, painting,

(Continued)
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domestic science, stocking manufacturing, rugmaking, knitting
crocheting embroidering, |acemaking, basket weaving, clothing
manufacture, canning and limited agricultural activities.

Analysis of archaeological survivals fromtheactivities may
indicate theextent and i mportance of these activities atthe

1

school. Sone of these activities may have had econom c
I mportance.

(end)
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6 Photo. Ol d Stone Farmhouse. ca. 1910.

7. Photo. Activity Center. <ca. 1910.

8. Photo. School house. ca. 1910.

9 Photo. MacDougall & Dolan Halls. ca. 1910.

10 . Photo. Dol an Hall. ca. 1910.

11. Photo. West Nurses' Hone. ca. 1910.

12. Photo. Warren Hall, South Nurses' Hone. ca. 1910
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14. Photo. East Hall. ca. 1910.
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Ver bal Boundary Description

See attached maps §,, n
Verbal Boundary Justification

The nominationi sconfined t opresent canpus boundaries which
were achieved during theperiod of significance.
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