AREA FORM NO.
FCRM B - BUI LDI NG ~ -

MASSACHUSETTS HI STORI CAL COVMM SSI ON
294 WASH NGTON STREET, BOSTAON, MA 02108

Town Met huen
| Address 305 Brogdway

Historic Name Nevins Memorial Library/vy' *»

Present Oaner: Nevins Menmorial Library

PHOIQ (3x3" or 3x5", black & white)

staple to left side of form Use: Present toxmlibrary andassenbly hs
Phot o nunber 1-2 Original same
DESCR PTI O\
Date 1883

Northern Essex Registry
Source (Book 81. p.181)

SKETCH MP
Show property's location i nrelation Style Ronmanesque Revi val
to nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. [Indicate Architect Samuel J.F. Thaver
all buildings between inventoried
property andnearest intersection. Exterior wall fabric red brick

Indicate north.
Qut buildings nine-stall garage (frame)

at rear

Maj or alterations (with dates) handicap

ranp
* ¢ Moved no _Date TYa
(A Approx. acreage acre
Recorded by Carole Zellie Setting busy thoroughfare on edge of
Organi zation Landscape Research. Ltd. town center
Date August. 1982 i
Assessor's Data: Block 57, Lot 19 U™ Ref erence: Lawence Quad 1:25, 000

o 19 320700/ 4733070
(Staple additional sheets here)



y

ARCH TECTURN. S GNH Q. WE (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings within the comunity.)

The Nevins Library i san excellent exanple of t he Romanesque style fully devel oped

by H H Richardson of Boston and chosen by many architects for t hedesign of public
buildings. 1t isthenost devel oped exanple of thestyle in Methuen and i n excellent
condition. Terra cotta and copper crockets cap theslate roof; stained glass decorates
three round-arch wi ndows. Lowsprung arches carried by brick piers, a stepped
parapet, and octagonal bay provide assymetrical arrangement of thered brick facade.

HSITORCAL SN H CANE  (Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and howthe building relates to the devel opment of the commnity.)

The Nevins Library possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

and workmanship. It i ssignificant as a well preserved institutional building,

the only public/private library in Methuen. |t was built as a result of the philan-
thropy of mill owner Bavid Nevins and was designed by a recognized architect, Sanuel
J. F. Thayer. |t neets criteria A° B and C of the National Register of Historic

Pl aces.

The Nevins Library was donated t oMethuen by the Nevins fam |y, who ar e associated
with t hedevel opment of the Methuen Cotton Mills and numerous ventures, including
Nevins Park, a residential section near thelibrary grounds. The Library i ssited
on a landscaped tract with nany inported trees and botanical specimens. The Nevins
famly graves areat therear of thelibrary, marked by a boulder and plague. An

1896 statue by C Moretti titled, "Angel of Life," i ssituated near thegrave site.
The second floor of thelibrary i sdevoted t oan assenbly hall. Despite sone nod-
ernization, rmuch of theoriginal Interior woodwork is Intact.
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B Bl GE¥PHY and/ or REFEHRENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

North Essex Registry of Deeds, Book 81, Page 181. - te A
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NPS Form 10-900-a

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number

Name Methuen Multiple Resource Area
State Essex County, MASSACHUEETTS

Nomination/Type of Review oDy

21. House at 50 Pdham Street Entered In the
Nsftloiml H«cl«ter

22. House at 526 Prospect Street .
Eot«r«l latMa

23. House at 9 Park Street Inter»a In tSv

IMelQnAl Becister

24.  Johnson House IDt«r«d 10 13ur
Aift*niU JBeffi«ter.

25. Lawrence Street Cenmetery 3n'«l

26 Methuen Water Wrks ant«r«d I n tlM

27. Morse, Mbses, House |[fet;«”™ SBi Si

28.  Nevins Memorial Library

29. Nevins, Henry C, tone for
Aged and Incurables int««d xatlW

30. Pleasant-High Historic
District '‘gabBtantlve He/Ten

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Fo NbS ue aly
receved | MAH A
date etaedf

Page "

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Sgnature
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Attest
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Attest
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Attest
I"eper .yiLLANAANSYAANZWEK /
Attest
reeper
Attest
j""eper
Attest
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WASO Form -177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Nevins Memorial Library (Methuen MRA)

CEC - 7 1983

Ess=x County
MASSACHUSETTS SMeyyl. Working N
orking No..
Fed. Reg. Date
Date Due:
Action: ACCEPT
UJ resubmission Sntar«d in tl»» RETURN.
e nomination by person or local government National Ha REJECT.
UJ owner objection FederaFTXgency
e appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample *  request *  appeal CU NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

Recom./Criteria.

Reviewer
Discipline
Date

. See continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition

excellent
CD good
CHfair

Check one
| | deteriorated unaltered
CD ruins CD altered

CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
| Idates

CD boundary selection

(1) _y _

AT A

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.

1.~z



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below [ nZ .y ry,y

1 /\II_/\I
Specific dates Builder/Architect Am' . A4 Ay

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity ' >

CD applicable criteria '

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context , i,>v
| Irelationship of integrity to significance  ~y L
CD justification of exception 'JB'tNYN,.

UJ other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature VYA n eyt A

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs

| I |

CD Other ] . . — - - )) .
| |

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000284



