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High bluffs overlooking the Mississippi River and heavy fortifications durmF

the Civil War.earned Columbus, Kentucky the sobriquet '{Gibralter of the
West." The most unusual feature of the fortification was a huge anchor and
chain. The chain, originally a mile in length and composed of links
weighing 15 pounds each, Wasjoined to an anchor, 16 feet in length with 9
foot flukes, weighing 6 tons. Anchored on the Columbus bluffs, the chain
waszstretched across the Mississippi River and fastened to a capstan on thg
opposite side. The chain was designed to stop northern steamers that werq
using the river, but unfortunately when it was raised to the proper height

it snapped beneath its own weight.

Virtually impregnable,this strategic location boasted a massive defense
system. ‘- On top of the bluff where the state park is now located a system
of trenches two miles in length meandered over the hills. In addition to
the trenches there was a row of rifle pits fortified with six pound=guns and
manned by batteries of mfantry Four redoiibts were built anticipating an
attack by land. Three of the redoubts were on the bluff; the fourth was at
the foot of the hill in the town of Columbus. About 140 heavy guns, mostly
32 and 64 pounders were placed in position on the bluffs to protect the forti1
fications from attack by either land or water. Beyond the main fortification
on the~bluff, a dry moat, originally excavated to a depth of eight feet serve
as an obstacle to approaching infantry and also furnished dirt for the para-
pet constructed behind it. The parapets in the main fortification were seve
feet in height. N N L N

On this deferise System ‘trenchéy and earthworks have been preserved and
a redoubt has been reconstructéd. The anchor and a section of the huge
chain are promitiently displdyed. A farm house which served as a hospital
during the Civil' War-has been convered to a museumi: . It contains many
artifacts of the War between the States, maps, and a huge oil painting of
the chain and the bluff from which it was stretched Prehistoric Indian

artifacts and earthworks are also o
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

After the Capitol in Washington was burned in 1814, Columbus was under
consideration as the Gapital of the United States, Calling this location the
center of the United States, real estate promoters launched a campaign

to make Columbus the capital; going so far as to hire engineers to draft
detailed plans for the city. The promoters failed in their venture but the
town retained the name Columbus.

During the Civil War Confederate General Leonidas Polk envisioned this
area as the keystone in the defense of the Mississippi, Tennessee, and
Cumberland Rivers.. Implementmg this idea the Confederates made this
one the most heavily fortified positions durmg the War. The h1gh bluffs
overlookmg the river made this a strong defensive position. The Confe-
derates occupied it on September 3, 1861 and through the fall and winter
of 1861-62, a garrison of 12,000 to 19,000 men labored incessantly on the
earthworks and defenses. One hundred forty guns were placed in position.
A huge chain a mile in length was firmly anchored-on the bluffs and
stretched across the river on rafts. The chain was to prevent Union stea-
mers from using the river; but unfortunately it snapped-beneath its own

boats and underwater mines completed the armaments This Civil War
stronghold, known as the "Gibralter of the West," was the northernmost
fortified position occupied by the Confederate forces on the Mlss1ss1pp1*
R1ver

In Novembg{ 1861, while the fortifiications were still under construction,
the Battle of Belrmdnt (the town directly across the river from Columbus)
was fought. This was the first major battle of the Western Campaign and
ended all serious efforts to take Columbus:by direct assault. The com-
manding Union general of the west sreported that the position could not
be taken without a terrible loss of life. Since they could not win control
of the Mississippi River at this time, the Union troops advanced down the
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Although these were more arduous
routes, they were less heavily fortified. Capturing Fort Henry and Fort
Donelson in February, 1862, they continued down the river, thus gaining
access to the South. Due to this surrounding action by the Union, the
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#8 Statement of Significance

Confederates decided to evacuate the Columbus fortifications, and sent
most of the guns down the river.

Columbus was occupied by the Union forces on March 3, 1862, who used
it as a supply base and garrison during the remainder of the war. This
occupation marked the first successful step in the long Western Campaign
which ended at Vicksburg and Port Rudson and resulted in reopening of
the Mississippi and the severing of the Confederacy.

The mighty chain, forgotten in its uselessness, did not come to light
again for over 60 years, when the gnawing river current caused the bluff
to crumble and reveal the end of the chain. Further excavations un-
earthed the anchor. The letters "U.S. and WNY" on an occasional link
were the only clues to the origin of the chain and anchor which are now or
display at the park. a4 ‘
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