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CONDITION
Excellent Good [~] Fair

(Check One) 

Deteriorated [~1 Ruins Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q.. U/ialtered

f Check One) 

Moved |X] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known)' PH YSI C A 1_ APPEARANCE

High bluffs QYerlooking the Mississippi River and heavy fortifications durin 
the Civil War earned Columbus, Kentucky the sobriquet ( T0ibralter of the 
West." The most unusual feature of the fortification was a huge anchor and 
chain. The chain, originally a mile in length and composed of links 
weighing 15 pounds each,waa]oined to an anchor, 16 feet in length with 9 
foot flukes, weighing 6 tons. Anchored on the Columbus bluffs, the chain 
wasxstretched across the Mississippi River and fastened to a capstan on the 
opposite side. The chain was designed to stop iriorthern steamers that wero 
using the river, but unfortunately when it was raised to the proper height 
it snapped beneath its own weight.

Virtually drnpregnable,this 'strategic location boasted a massive defense 
system. On top of the- bluff where the state park is now located a system 
ofjrenches two milee in length meandered? over the hills. In addition to 
the trenches there was a .row of riflejjDits fortified with six ppundsguns and 
manned by batteries of infantry. Four re§quT)ts were built'anticipating an 
attack by land. Three of the redpubts were on the bluff; the fourth was at 
the foot of the hill in the town of Columbus. About 140 heavy guns, mostly 
32 and 64 pounders were placed in position on the bluffs to protect the forti 
fications from attack by either land or water. Beyond the main fortificatior s 
on thebbluff, a dry moat, originally excavated to a depth of eight feet serve i 
as an obstacle to approaching infantry and also furnished dirt for the para­ 
pet constructed behind it. The parapets in the main fortification were seven 
feet in height. - r -. .   '- - -  --  » ' .- <   -  -

On this defense system, trenches and earthworks have been/preserved and 
aj^edoubt has been reconstructed. The anchor and a section of the huge 
chaiii':ar''e''p^ A'fairm house which served as a hospital 
during the Civil Wa"r "has been convered to a museums ft contains many 
artifacts of the War between the States, maps, and a huge oil painting of 
the chain and the bluff from which it was stretched. Prehistoric Indian 
artifacts and earthworks are also
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PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate)

G Pre-Columbian! G 16th Century 

n 15th Century G 17th Century

D 18th Century 

H 19th Century

G 20th Century
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

I | Prehistoric

G Historic 

| | Agriculture 

| | Architecture 

G Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

| | Conservation

G Education 

G Engineering 

G Industry 

G Invention 

Q Landscape

Architecture 

D Literature 

|X| Military 

I ) Music

G Political

G Religion/Phi-

losophy 

G Science 

G Sculpture 

rj Socia l/Human-

itarian

Q Theater

G Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

After the Capitol in Washington was burned in 1814, Columbus was under 
consideration as the .capital of the United .States \. Calling this location the 
center of the United States, real estate promoters launched a campaign 
to make Columbus the capital; going so far as to hire engineers to draft 
detailed plans for the city. The promoters failed in their venture but the 
town retained the name Columbus.

During the Civil War Confederate General Leonidas Polk envisioned this 
area as the keystone in the defence of the Mississippi, Tennessee, and 
Curpberland.Rivers. Implementing this id_ea_the_Cpnfederates .made this 
one the most heavily fortified positions during the War. The high bluffs 
overlooking the river made this a strong defensive position. The Confe­ 
derates occupied it on September 3, 1861 and through the fall and winter 
of 1861-62, a garrison of 12,000 to 19,000 men labored incessantly on the 
earthworks and defenses. One hundred forty guns were placed in positioa 
A huge chain a mile in length was firmly anchored-on the bluffs and 
stretched across the river on rafts.. The chain was to prevent Union stea­ 
mers from using the river; but unfortunately it snapped beneath its own 
weight. A floating ibattery, several river steamer;s,.converted into gung© 
boats and underwater mines completed the armaments. This Civil War 
stronghold, known as the "gribralter of the West," was the northernmost 
fortified position occupied by the Confederate forces on the Mississippi; 
River.

In November; 1861, while the fortifications were still under construction, 
the BattIColllelmont (the town directly across the river from Columbus) 
was fought. This was the first major battle of the Western Campaign and 
ended all serious efforts to take Columbussby direct assault. The com­ 
manding Union general of the west s reported that the position could not 
be taken without a terrible loss of life. Since they could not win control 
of the Mississippi River at this time, the Union troops advanced down the 
Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers. Although these were more arduous 
routes, they were less heavily fortified. Capturing Fort Henry and Fort 
Donelson in February, 1862, they continued down the river, thus gaining 
access to the South. Due to this surrounding action by the Union, the 

(See Continuation Sheet)———————————————————————————————~



The Hickman County Gazette:
Volume XL1V, April 30, 1953.

LOOth Anniversary Edition. 
Section 6, page 5.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY C

R
"

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW 36° 46 23- 89° 06 36" 
NE 36 ° 46' 08"., 89° 06 06" SE ' 36° 45 '"34" l J89° 06- 28" - 
sw 36-o 45- 48- 89° 07 02

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
1 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LES^S THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 o .»

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1 £S ar>ff^C /*\^y^~^ ^~^~^vO^ \
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COUNTY: - Vx\ ^^X> ^^7°°^

X/>^ _, -^N^
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NAME AND TITLE: . - „ . -

Mrs. Lou Delle Mclntosh, Curator
ORGANIZATION DATE

Kentucky Department of Parks , . x .,_ ,, , Jan. 31, 1973
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:' Pfartfc'fort
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according' to the" briteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q. ; , State Efl ^ .Local Q 

/~\ *
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Name 7 ;(/tS ty' /v>°O'V/ O ) * // 1 *>

Title State Liaison Officer

Date March 13, 1973

STATE CODE

> Kentucky 2i

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology andjAistotic Preservation 

Date • Y / ^
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MAY 9
(Number all entries)

#8 Statement of Significance

Confederates decided to evacuate the Columbus fortifications, and sent 
most of the guns down the river.

Columbus was occupied by the Union forces on March 3, 1862, who used 
it as a supply base and garrison during the remainder of the war. This 
occupation marked the first successful step in the long Western Campaign 
which ended at Vicksburg and Port Rudson and resulted in reopening of 
the Mississippi and the severing of the Confederacy,

The mighty chain, forgotten in its uselessness, did not come to light 
again for over 60 years, when the gnawing river current caused the bluff 
to crumble and reveal the end of the chain. Further excavations un­ 
earthed the anchor. The letters "U.S. and WNY" on an occasional link 
were the only clues to the origin of the chain and anchor which are now or 
display at the park.
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