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Jreects

Thirteen buildings are on the 49.061 acre Chatanika Gold Camp site. The buildings
are set on a hill just off Mile 27.75 of the Steese Highway and above Cleary Creek.
Five of the twelve structures standing are sided with corrugated galvanized steel
and were built by the Fairbanks Exploration Company in 1925. The remainder, frame
structures, were built at undetermined times, but’thought to have been constructed
prior to the establishment of the Fairbanks Explofation Company camp.

The largest buildings at the camp are the 36-man bunkhouse/mess hall, and the 52-
man bunkhouse., Each is two stories high, rectangular, and covered with corrugated
galvanized steel. The 36-man bunkhouse/mess hall measures 36 by 72 feet. The mess
hall is now a restaurant and bar. The eight-foot long wood-burning cook stove is
still in the kitchen, and the original tables, benches and chairs are used. The
52-man bunkhouse measures 31 by 60 feet with an adjoining wing on the northwest
side that measures 26 by 16 feet. Other camp buildings of corrugated steel include
the blacksmith shop, boiler house, and garage. The former blacksmith shop is now
adapted for use as an arts and crafts store. Three storage sheds, two cabins, and
the mining office are all one-room wood frame buildings, believed to be older than
the metal structures.

Around the site old mining equipment, tools and other objects of historic interest
can be found. Behind the site, to the north, are remnants of the Davidson Ditch
that was also constructed by the Fairbanks Exploration Company. (The ditch is
pending entry on the National Register of Historic Places.)

The galvanized steel structures are in good condition. The conditions of the wood
structures vary. Of them, the mining office is in the best shape.

A site plan further describing the structure is attached.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chatanika Gold Camp was the base camp of the largest gold dredging operation in the
The five remaining corrugated galvanized steel buildings
were constructed in 1925 by the Fairbanks Exploration Company, later the U.S.
Smelting, Refining, and Mining Company, that was one of the largest gold dredging

Fairbanks mining region.

operations in Alaska during the 1930's.

The other standing buildings at the site

are frame structures that, although used by the company, are believed to have been

built before 1925.

The twelve remaining buildings at the camp are owned by Mr. &

Mrs. Robert Galeoto who have renovated two buildings and are interested in repairing

and using the others.

At present, they operate a restaurant and bar in the old
mess hall and rent out rooms in the 36-man bunkhouse/mess hall building.
former blacksmith shop is an arts and crafts store.

The

Alaska Gold Company, formerly

the U.S. Smelting, Refining and Mining Company, holds the subsurface rights.

HISTORIC BACKGROUND

Placef gold was discovered in the interior of Alaska by Felix Pedro in 1902. Other

discoveries in that region followed.

Prior to 1923, however, the placer gold

deposits in the Fairbanks Mining District were only tapped by sluicing and drift

mining.,

To extract the gold in 1q£ggppaying quantities more sophisticated machinery

was needed. The cost to ship’angrhgiﬁéain dredging machinery was prohibitive. A

reliable water supply and”cheap430urce of power also had to be found.

Construction

of the Alaska Railroad, 1915-1923, connected the interior with a year-round ice-

free port, and facilitated mining in the Nenana coal fields.

These two developments

cleared the way for dredging operations to begin in the Fairbanks,region.

During the early 1920's one company, the Fairbanks Exploration Company (FEC)
acquired the Hammond Consolidated Gold Fields that included holdings on Cleary,

Fairbanks, Goldstream and Ester Creeks around the town of Fairbanks.

More tracts

were acquired by the FEC in 1926, and a year later the company became the largest
holder of mining claims in the Fairbanks District. In 1925 the FEC tested the&d
creeks, 'built Chatanika Gold Camp between the mining boom towns of Chatanika and
Cleary, and began work on the 72-mile long Davidson Ditch, an engineering feat that
was constructed between 1924 and 1928 to insure a water supply for thé mining

operations.

The Chatanika camp was the base for company operations in the rich

placer region. Five structures built by the company in 1925 still stand.
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The three years prior to 1928 were spent preparing tracts for dredging. First
surface vegetation was removed, then the overburden thawed and deposed of, and
finally the frost in the gravel was removed. During 1928 the company built three
dredges, two on Goldstream Creek and one near the Chatanika camp, the ditch was
completed, and dredging began. By 1931 the FEC was the largest dredging operation
in Alaska.

The company continued to expand. More tracts were acquired in 1933 on English

Creek (a tributary of Goldstream Creek) and at Ester. 1In 1934 the company reorganized
as the U.S. Smelting, Refining and Mining Company. The FEC became the Fairbanks
Exploring Department of the company. Dredging operations expanded to the Ester
region west of Fairbanks in 1936.

The U.S. Geological Survey report on mining in Alaska in 1937 noted that U.S.
Smelting, Refining and Mining was the only large company dredging in the Fairbanks
district. That same year the company acquired claims on Pedro Creek and purchased
the Tanana Valley Gold Dredging Company that had operated on the Fish Creek drainages.
By 1940 U.S. Smelting, Refining and Mining Company was operating eight dredges in

the Fairbanks district.

Operations continued during World War II, and in 1946 the company was listed among
the largest dredging operations in the United States. Rising labor and maintenance
costs combined with the fixed price of gold at $35/ounce led to greatly reduced
operations after the war. Finally in the late 1950's the mining operation shut
down. The Chatanika camp had continued to be the company's base for operations
north of Fairbanks. When the company discontinued dredging the camp was closed.
Over the years no new buildings were added and little modification of the original
structures was done.

Today the U.S. Smelting, Refining and Mining Company is known as the Alaska Gold
Company. It continues to hold titles to the subsurface rights. The 49.061 acre
campsite was purchased in 1976 by Mr. and Mrs. Robert Galeoto. To date, they have
renovated two of the structures at the site.
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