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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The O'Shea Building at 1-15 Main Street is a two story Renaissance Revival commercial 
block located in downtown Peabody.j close to Peabody Square. I t is rectangular in 
plan with a 160 foot frontage on Main Street (north) and a 60 foot frontage on 
Nichols Lane (east), a minor side street. These two elevatior-a are faced with rustica­
ted limestone at the first story and glazed buff brick with granite and pressed metal 
trim at the second story. The rear elevation (south) is faced with red brick; the 
west elevation is a party wall. 

The Main Street facade is symmetrically composed about a slightly projecting central 
pavillion. At the ground floor level there is an arched carter entry flanked by three 
store fronts on either side. While these have been altered and obscured by modern 
signs, they retain their original spacing and dividing piers. A pressed metal 
entabulature, bearing the v.'crds O'SHEA Bl'ILDINR above the entrance separates the first 
and second stories. , . , , ii. ................... ... .y'.yyy.. 

The second story contains a series of round arched window openings divided into pairs 
by Corinthian pilasters. They all have heavy archivolts with egg and dart moldings, 
carved keystones, and an ornate shell motif in their transoms. Originally 1/1 double 
hung sash has been replaced by single panes only in the four eastern bays. The 
building is crowned by a full Corinthian pressed metal entablature. These decorative 
elements are continued for one bay on the east elevation. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Please refer to the attached assessors map. This property is lot #171 of map #85. 
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