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1 . N a m e o f P r o p e r t y 

historic name Chadwick Square Diner 
Worcester Lunch Car Company Diner #660 

other names/site number Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner (preferred) (The Diners of Massachusetts MPS) 

2. Location 

Street & number 95 rear Prescott Street n/a not for publication 

city or town Worcester n/a vicinity 

State Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code 027 zip code 01613 

3 S ta te /Fer ie ra l A n p n r v f ^er f i f i r .a t inn 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this O'liomlnatlon 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Histpric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
&meets • does ript meet th^^ational Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally Q-etwewide 0locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional cpmmeiits.) / 

( Signature a certifying official/Title Sara H. Metz, Executive Direcror Date 
j f i ' A^assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4 . N a t i o n a l Park Sf t rv i r .e Cer t i f i r . a f i on 
I. heflftiy certify that this property is: S\gnaiiuje of the Keepeci Date of Action 

entered in the National Register LA -f-f- j/i /J i > i I > I 7 
• See continuation sheet. \(KAAAJUIC /-7K^/^Z) inQipL^OO^ 
3termined elialble for the ' ' • determined eligible for the 

National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

• removed from the 
National Register 

• other (explain): 



Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner 

Name of Property 

Worces te r County, Massachuse t ts 
County and State 

5. C l a s s i f i r a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

X building(s) 
_ district 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" If property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture: 

The Diners of Massachusetts 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

] 

Noncontributing 

J .building 

sites 

. structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 (this moved diner now stands within the Washburn &  

Moen NRHD (NR 1980); because its significance is  

outside that of the district, it is being listed separately 

6. F u n c t i o n o r U s e 

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

COMMFRCF/TRAnP/ re . ^ t a i i r an t 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions)  

C O M M F R C F / T R A D F / r e s t a u r a n t 

7. Desp.riptinn 

Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Other: Rail Car Diner 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation covered with boards, not visible 

walls porcelain enamel 

wood 

roof. asphalt shingle 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner 
Name of Property 

Worces te r County, Massachuse t ts 
County and State 

8. Statement of S i g n i f i r a n r e 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

)L A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

X_ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mari< "x" In all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
_ A owned by religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

X B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

j iG less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Archi tecture 

C o m m e r c e 

Period of Significance 

19.30-late 19.50s 

Significant Dates 

N/A 

Significant Person 
(Complete If Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Worces te r Lunch Car C o m p a n y 

9. Major Bibliographip.al R e f e r e n p e s 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

X.State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

Section number Page 

The Diners of Massachusetts MPS 
Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner 
Worcester (Worcester Co.), MA 

7. Description 

Ralph's ChaHwirlc Square Diner, 9S rear Prpsmtt Street, Wnrrester (1910 M H C #2137, Worcester Lunch Car #660) is a 

fine example of the rail car type of diner produced by Worcester Lunch Car Company. The diner is located in the North 
Works of the Washbum and Moen Manufacturing Company (NRDIS/NRMRA 03/15/80), which is north of Worcester's 
central business district and institutional core. Buildings in this historic industrial area are now occupied by mixed uses. 

Chadwick Square Diner was moved to its present location about the time the Washbum and Moen district was listed in 
the National Register but was not included in the nomination at that time. The diner is situated midway between Prescott 
Street and Grove Street at the northern end of the historic mill yard. Though the diner faces Grove Street, it is attached to 
the rear of a two-story brick building known as Washbum and Moen Building #7 (last quarter 19̂ ^ century). A 
combination diner/nightclub operates in the factory-built diner and the attached building. The presence of the industrial 
building to the rear does not compromise the historic or architectural integrity of the diner. For the purpose of this 
nomination, the industrial building is a noncontributing building. 

Chadwick Square Diner measures forty feet in length and fourteen feet in depth, running twelve bays across the facade 
and about three bays deep. The diner is of wood frame construction with porcelain enamel wall panels on the exterior. It 
displays a typical streetcar form with a monitor roof, long band of clerestory windows, and integral entries in the end 
walls beneath the roof overhang. End-wall entries were modified when the diner was grafted onto the building at 95 
Prescott Street about 1979. The north entry is an emergency exit and the south entry now opens into the principal 
entrance for the nightclub. Windows are single-hung wood with transoms intact. The clerestory windows, some of 
which appear to retain original glazing, are visible on both the exterior and interior. Signage on the diner includes the 
porcelain enamel wall panels, painted to read CHADWICK SQUARE DINER and Tables for Ladies. Cresting on the roof 
is executed in neon, and a roof-mounted neon sign reads DINER. In addition, there are several neon signs attached to the 
brick building above the roof of the diner. 

On the interior, Chadwick Square Diner is exceptionally well preserved. There is a full-length marble counter with 
fifteen stools, most of which are the original enameled steel. The back bar area retains the grill with a nickel silver range 
hood, as well as food preparation and storage in both wood cabinets and enameled refrigerator cases. Six marble-topped 
wood tables line the inside front wall, seating four per table on wood chairs with upholstered seats. The counter apron, 
back bar, and side and front walls below the windows display original pale yellow rectangular tiles. On the counter apron 
and front inside wall, the tile surface is ornamented with bands of black and white square tiles in a checkered pattem. 
The monitor ceiling is wood, with contemporary ceiling fans and track lighting installed. The footrest at the counter 
stools appears to be the original brass, and the ceramic tile floor retains a floral pattem of hexagonal and square tiles 
executed in cream, browns, and grays. Hat racks survive above the windows. 

Archaeological Description 

While no ancient Native American resources are recorded on the diner property or in the general area, sites may be 
present. The diner is located in Worcester's historic industrial area at a site whose natural environmental characteristics 
have been obscured by urban and industrial development. The property may have originally included locational criteria 
(slope, soil drainage, distance to wetlands) that were favorable for ancient Native American settlement and subsistence 

(continued) 
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activities. The diner is currently located on a level to moderately sloping landscape that may have been well drained. 
The property is also located within 1,000 feet of Salisbury Pond, part of the Blackstone River drainage. Given the above 
information, the size of the nominated property (less than one acre) and impacts related to diner construction and its 
utilities, a low potential exists for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the property. 

A low potential also exists for locating significant historic archaeological resources on the diner property. Historic 
resources that predate the movement of the diner to its current site in 1979 have not been identified. Construction of a 
foundation for the diner and its utilities would also have an adverse impact on any historic resources that may have been 
located on the small lot. As a result, a low potential exists for locating significant historic archaeological resources on 
the diner property. 

(end) 

8. Statement of Significance 

Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner, Worcester (1930) is uncommon in Massachusetts as an example of the streetcar-
inspired model of diner produced in the 1920s and early 1930s. Its manufacturer, the Worcester Lunch Car Company, 
was the state's premier diner builder and a major force in the design and construction of Massachusetts diners before 
World War II . One of the better preserved examples of this diner form in Massachusetts, Chadwick Square Diner retains 
a high degree of integrity, particularly on the interior, where the tile and wood finishes illustrate typical diner styling 
before the use of stainless steel became popular. One of the oldest diners in Worcester, the Chadwick Square is an 
important survival of pre-World War II commercial development in the city. The diner's operation from at least three 
different sites in Worcester is typical of the portable nature of diners and has not adversely affected the diner's historic or 
architectural integrity. Retaining integrity of design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, Ralph's 
Chadwick Square Diner meets Criteria A and C and Criteria Consideration B of the National Register of Historic Places 
at the state and local levels. 

At its present location, the Chadwick Square fronts Grove Street, not far from its original location at 414 Grove Street. 
Worcester city directories show that Robert E. Gilhooly, a resident of Boylston, operated the Chadwick Square Diner on 
the original site as early as 1928. However, the Worcester Lunch Car Company's account book of lunch car construction 
for the years 1928 through 1931 shows the Chadwick Square Diner, car #660, was not fully paid for until the week of 
May 17, 1930. The cost was $795.00. The following week, company employees were dispatched to level and set up the 
diner, a job that took fourteen hours. It appears that the present diner may have been the second diner to occupy the site 
at 414 Grove Street. Later in 1930, company mechanics made return trips to the Chadwick Square, for fixing doors, 
building a radio shelf, and "changing panels." 

A Worcester Lunch Car Company catalog published ca. 1926-1927 includes a rendering of a dining car labeled 
"Chadwick Sq. Diner." [Serving the World with Worcester Dining Cars] This barrel-roofed model, measuring twenty-six 

(continued) 
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feet across and ten feet deep, is smaller than the present diner, which measures forty by fourteen feet with a monitor roof. 
The rendering may illustrate the first Chadwick Square Diner owned by Robert Gilhooly, and suggests that Gilhooly 
expanded his operation with the purchase of the present diner in 1930. The older Chadwick Square Diner would have 
seated fourteen people at the counter with a shelf for stand-up dining on the inside front wall. By contrast, the present 
Chadwick Square diner can seat more than forty people at the counter and tables combined. 

The late 1950s brought a change in both the ownership and location of the Chadwick Square Diner. Robert Gilhooly died 
December 27, 1955. He apparently had operated the Chadwick Square Diner until his death, for a period of about 
twenty-seven years. Ralph Dryden of Leicester succeeded Gilhooly as the owner. Before owning the Chadwick Square 
Diner, Dryden was proprietor of the Valley Diner at 1546 Main Street in the Cherry Valley section of Worcester. By 
1961, Dryden was no longer associated with the Valley Diner, but was operating the Chadwick Square Diner at its new 
location nearby at 1475 Main Street in Cherry Valley (Worcester). 

Ralph Dryden contracted with the Worcester Lunch Car Company for work on the diner at an unknown date, believed to 
be the late 1950s. Undated notes in the company records show the company provided Dryden with a quote for alterations 
to the lettering on the exterior panels, specifically "to move lettering to center and fill in spaces on both ends with new 
panels." Currently the diner's end panels each read Tables for Ladies. At the time the quote was made, the diner was 
located at its second site at 1475 Main Street. Dryden apparently kept the Chadwick Square name for the diner, although 
the building was removed some distance from its original location. 

Chadwick Square Diner was still at the 1475 Main Street address when artist John Baeder captured its image in 
watercolor in 1974 and included the image in his book. Diners, first published in 1978. Baeder (b. 1938 in South Bend, 
Indiana) was raised in Atlanta and studied art at Auburn University in Auburn, Alabama. During his early career as art 
director of a New York-based advertising agency, Baeder began collecting vintage postcards, eventually focusing his 
collection on roadside views of small-town America, including gas stations, motels, restaurants, and diners. Baeder's 
early paintings were based on these postcard images. In 1972, after quitting his job in advertising, Baeder had his first art 
show at the O. K. Harris Gallery in Soho (New York City). By the time of his second show in 1974, Baeder was painting 
diners almost exclusively, partly due to a shift in his collecting activities from postcards to the color and black-and-white 
photographs he took of diners. He was labeled a photorealist painter, though he considers himself a representational 
landscape painter, representing an image of the landscape that impresses him. [Diners, 103] In addition to the Chadwick 
Square Diner, Baeder's works include several other diners in Massachusetts, among them the former Ted's Diner {\91A, 
watercolor) in Milford; Casey's (1974, watercolor) in Natick; the former/tZ/ce in the Hat{\974, watercolor) in 
Worcester; Stella's (now Main Street Diner, 1975, watercolor) in Woburn; Sisson '5 (1975, watercolor) in 
Middleborough; Viv's (now Judy's Diner, 1976, pencil) in Maiden; and Day and Night {\911, watercolor) in Palmer. 
The large number of his diner paintings led to the publication of his book. Diners (1978, revised and updated 1995). 
Other books by Baeder include Gas, Food, and Lodging: A Postcard Odyssey through the Great American Roadside 
(1982) and Sign Language: Street Signs as Folk Art (\996). He resides in Nashville, Tennessee. 

In 1979, Ralph Moberly moved the Chadwick Square Diner to its present location, at 95 rear Prescott Street. The diner 
was attached at the rear to a two-story brick building that had previously housed a refrigeration sales and service 
business. [1978 Sanborn map] Today, the diner and brick building to which it is now attached are operated as a 

(continued) 



NPS Fomi 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

Section number Page 

The Diners of Massachusetts MPS 
Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner 
Worcester (Worcester Co.), MA 

combination diner/nightclub. Most historic buildings in the immediate vicinity date to the late 19* and early 20* 
centuries and are associated with Washbum and Moen Manufacturing Company North Works Historic District 
(NRDIS/NRMRA 03/15/80), significant for its role in the wiremaking industry in Worcester. Most of the existing 
buildings in the North Works, including the building to which the Chadwick Square Diner is now attached, were part of 
the complex when the American Steel & Wire Division of U. S. Steel abandoned it in 1943. Since that time, district 
buildings have housed mixed uses. 

Chadwick Square Diner is comparatively unusual in Massachusetts for its intact and uncovered monitor at the roofline, 
and may be the earliest survivor of the railcar diner form in the state. About 1929, the Worcester Lunch Car Company 
introduced this streetcar-inspired model of diner with a full-length monitor on the roof and clerestory windows for 
improved ventilation. A company catalog published ca. 1926-1927 offered only the barrel-roof style of diner, though a 
1929 newspaper photograph indicates the company had begun to use the full-length monitor roofs by that date. [Ceccacci, 
MHC inventory form; Serving the World with Worcester Dining Cars] The Chadwick Square also retains many original 
interior features typically associated with diners from the late 1920s and 1930s, particularly the extensive use of tile, 
marble, and wood finishes. 

(end) 



Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner 
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10. G e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

Acreage of Property less than one acre 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

Zone 

268980 
Easting 

Easting 

4684190 
Northing 

Northing 

Zone Easting 

Zone Easting 
_ See continuation sheet 

Northing 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
11- F o r m Prepared B y 

name/title_ Kath leen Kelly Broomer, consul tant , with Betsy Fr iedberg, NR Director, M H C 

organizat ion Massachuse t t s Histor ical Commiss ion date October 30, 2003 

street & number 770 Mnrr issey Rnulevard te lephone (617^ 777-8470 

city or town BflSlQD state MA zip code 02125 

Addit ional Documenta t ion 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property O w n e r 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name. Ralph Mober ly - Prescot t Street Assoc ia tes 

street & number. 95 Prescot t Street . telephone 508-753-9543 

city or town. W o r c e s t e r state_MA^ . zip code 01613 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fonn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this fomi to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 
1024-0018 
(Rev. 10-90) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References 

Baeder, John. Diners. New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc., 1978. 
Diner Finder Deluxe: Massachusetts. Watertown, MA: Coffee Cup Publications, 1991. 
Gutman, Richard J. S. American Diner Then and Now. New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 1993. 
Massachusetts Historical Commission. Inventory of Historic and Archaeological Assets of the Commonwealth. 

Chadwick Square Diner (MHC #2137). Form prepared by Susan Ceccacci for Worcester Heritage Preservation 
Society, September 1983. 

. Washbum and Moen Manufacturing Company North Works Historic District (NRDIS/NRMRA). National 
Register nomination. Listed 03/15/80. 

Pryor, William Harlan. "Postcards from the road." Classic Automobile, FaW \997 (via www.clRssicaiitnmnhile.cnm). 
Sanborn fire insurance maps for Worcester: 1936 (corrected to 1949), 1978. 
Serving the World with Worcester Dining Cars (promotional brochure). Worcester, Mass.: Worcester Lunch Car 

Company, no date (ca. 1926-1927). American Antiquarian Society. 
Worcester directories (Sampson & Murdock, Polk's): 1928-1987. 
Worcester Lunch Car Company records, Worcester Historical Museum: 

Record Books, vol. 2, Account book of lunch car construction 1928-1931; 
Record Books, vol. 9, including file cards with service information ca. 1950s. 
Record Group 1998.163, box 2 of 3, folder for #660 Chadwick Diner [sic], Worcester. 

(end) 

10. Geographical Data 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the City of Worcester assessors' map. 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary includes the parcel associated with the Chadwick Square Diner since its installation on the current site in 
1979. 

(end) 
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October 8, 2003 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

Ralph's Chadwick Square Diner, Worcester (Worcester), MA 
(The Diners of Massachusetts MPS) 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owner of the property in the Certified Local Government 
community of Worcester were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60 to 90 
days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

cc: Bruce Bunke, Chair, Worcester Historical Commission 
Kathleen Broomer, Preservation Consultant 
Hon. Raymond Mariano, Mayor, City of Worcester 
Joanne Kennedy Valade, Worcester CLG Coordinator 
Preservation Worcester 
Prescott Street Associates, Ralph Moberly 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.statc.ma.us/sec/mhc 


