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FORM F - STRUCTURE In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town 7aunton

Address

Name King Airfield Hanr:ar
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form Present use V acant
Photo number

Present owner tht>->L-M  £<.y7-

3. Type of structure (check one)

bridge pound
canal powder house
dam street
fort tower
4. Map. Draw sketch of structure locationin gate tunnel
relation to nearest cross streets, buildings, Kiln wall
other structures, natural features. Indicate lighthouse windmill
north.
other Airplane Hangar
5. Description
N Date 1919
Source Newspaper Article
Construction material Wood, corroc
iron
Dimensions Approximate ly RO' v «n'
Setting Rural \
Condition Fair
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 6. Recorded by TV
USGS Quadrant
Organization T.C,Il1,S
MHC Photo no.
Date 10/79

UTM: 19/332350/4638300
(over)

M-s7"75074 (Rev. 1-76) Yy )



7. Original owner (if known) Henry Fmg

Original use U sy

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates Storage

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) AVIATION ~
Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education 2771 Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/
The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry ZZZ\! Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Z1ZZ  Transportation n

9. Historical sgnificance (incdlude explanation of themes checked above)

This airplane hangar is the earliest standing vestige of
one of New England's first private airports, "King's Field."
In 1919, East Taunton dairy farmer, Henry King, converted his
50-acre farmto an airport, with the purchase of a surplus V\
trainer plane, a "Curtiss Jenny," which was housed in this
structure. King andhis famly first began a flying school,
offering flying lessons andsight-seeingtours over the Taunton
area. Inthe 1940's and '50's, the Kings acquired a small fleet
of aircraft andoperated an active air taxi service between
eastern seaboards cities for individuals and businesses. Local
industries also hangared their own private planes, usedt o
tran%port. roljﬁ andmaterials t oand from supplj-igrs and markets,
at the airfield.

In 1959, the Federal Airport Aid Program gave $213,000 for
the inmprovement of King Field's facilities—a 3,400" paved runway,
taxi strips and additional lighting— andi t was renaned the
"Taunton Municipal Airport." Asmall portion of the original
farm on which the old hangar is situated, was left undevel oped.

10. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.

Taunton Public Library, Warner File #654A, Howard F. Berk,

"King Airport Devel oped from 50-Acre Pasture,” in Tjujit_on
Gazette, 1959
MHC Newoi, © Fall 1982, Vol. 8, No. 3

S+etter,



I NVENTARY  FORM GONTT NUATI ON SHEET Camniunity: Fonn Nao:

EN-I
MASSAOIUSETTS HISTORICAL CC*MISION Taunton

Office of the Secretary, Boson
Property Naine: ~""" Airfield Hangar

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Historical significance (cont.)

The early airports of Massachusetts stand as important resources of

the Early Modern period. The King Airpjanx-Hangar represents an

important landmark in aviation history built for what is reputedly

the earliest operating commercial airfield in Massachusetts. Possessing
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship and
association. The King Airfield Hangar meets criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places. Only the Hangar itself is

being nominated.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



NPS Fonn 10-900-« OMB No. 1024-0018
pr) , Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department off the Interior
National Park Service

National Register off Historic Piaces NN Y2 T 1B
Inventory—Nomination Form entered
Continuation sheet Item number Page </

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name Taunton Multiple Resource Area
State Bristol County, MASSACHUZETTS

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
31. Godfrey, Gen. George, Entered in the ‘NKeeper  ppALAM-uA33yu” y/df
House National Register
Attest
32. Godfrey, Richard, House Entered inthe | “eper pljlIMAM YA
Kat | onal Register
Attest
Lured in the /7 ,
33. Harris Sreet Bridge National  Rfagister "pKeeper yAdL-"uL.-*-"p</V%...3 y/di
Attest
34. Haskins, Sarah A., House R gf{ X~
Attest
35. Higgins-Hodgeman  House j/j-““aisxbr 1"eper PIUAMA, * Ay <A,
Attest
36. Hodges House ANNNNNNNN 31 ~-n- 73"
Attest
37. Hopevel | School StloL'llera.,. ZnN7- NyLy~ry AN
At t est
38. Kilmer Sreet Fire Sation Jpt™eeper YMALj..>" -~ YN SN
Exjtured ia the * NINTEANNN
Begiatoif Attest
39. King Airfield Hanger Nt Jpeper YIAYINA-XN-AMAIM 7(di4
Attest

40. Knapp, Job, House
16»nNEANAANTY Attest



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

King Airfield Hanger (Taunton MRA) Briatol

County
MASSACHUSETTS

mi resubmission

¢ nomination by person or local government

O owner objection
e appeal

Substantive Review: CH sample .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Propertv

\Y . —
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Su

Entered m the'~""A

Nat i onal

request rn appeal

technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

Ownership
Public Acquisition

/

rveys

Has this property been determined eligible?

7. Description

Condition

CH excellent 1 1 deteriorated
CD good 1 1 ruins

e fair CD unexposed

Status
Accessible

CU yes * no

Check one
CU unaltered
CU altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
CU completeness

e clarity

| lalterations/integrity
e dates

|

I boundary selection

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No. MAY 2 | 1984

Fed. Reg. Date: " 3.

DateDue:. C -7-3"/ [7-n"-N A
+:7°CCEPT. 7-3'-"3
_RETURN.

REJECT.

Regi ster

Federal Agency:

CH NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

, see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
CU original site
CU mnved

rtplB



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CU summary paragraph

CU completeness

CU clarity

CU applicable criteria

CU justification of areas checked

CU relating significance to the resource

e context

CU relationship of integrity to significance
CU justification of exception

CU other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CU Maps
CU Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297



