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The Lev! Grinnell house is a temple-form Greek Revival building, erected 
about 1860. It is located near the east edge of Grinnell f s business 
district, in a residential area of frame 19th and early 20th century 
houses.

The Grinnell house is of wood frame construction on a low foundation 
and basement of stone, now faced with concrete. The main block is 
a small, 1^ story rectangle, with large corner pilasters and broad, 
plain cornice with partial returns. The main entrance, to the right 
of center, is set within a simple, aedicular frame. 6/6 d.h.s. windows 
have flat surrounds with-diminutive dog-ears at the upper corners.

Dormers (two on the north side, one on the south) have gable roofs and 
4/4 d.h.s. windows. The dormers do not appear to be part of the original 
construction, and are probably of late 19th century vintage.

At the rear is a one-story addition, with dormers like those of the 
main block. On the south side, a portion of the addition's gable 
roof is extended to cover a small "sunporch" lighted by three 
6/6 d.h.s. windows. A portion of the roof is also extended, lean- 
to fashion, over a small rectangular projection of the addition on the north 
side. At the extreme rear is a small attached garage, with hipped roof and 
opening to the south.
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This house is locally significant as a good, and fairly well-preserved 
example of temple-form Greek Revival residential architecture, and is 
perhaps the oldest extant structure in Grinnell. This style of 
architecture is relatively uncommon in Iowa, .as settlement .here was 
just beginning during the decades when the Greek Revival flourished 
further east. Although rather small in scale, the house preserves 
the proportions and clean, crisp detail characteristic of vernacular 
Greek Revival domestic architecture of the small towns and rural areas 
of the upper midwest. The main block is clearly articulated by the 
stout corner pilasters and wide plain cornice frieze, which set it 
off from the lower-scaled additions at the rear. The doorway, with 
its flanking pilasters and entablature, is of course another distinctive 
feature.

Historical information about the house is rather limited, but from 
available sources the house was probably built by (or for)' Levi P. 
Grinnell, who owned the property from 1857 to 1863. Levi Grinnell 
was one of three brothers, born in Vermont, who came to this area 
in the 1850's. Levi eventually went into farming outside of town. 
Josiah Bushnell Grinnell, a political activist and social reformer, 
founded both the town and the liberal arts college there that bear 
his name, and went on to become an ardent abolitionist and man 
of influence before losing his reputation in the intricacies and 
corruption of post-Civil War national politics.
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