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SURVEY NUMBER __ ~0~0~3~9 ________ __ PROPERTY OWNER Dr. Eldon Fairley 

PROPERTY NAME Borum Building 

LOCATION 201 W. Hale 

CONSTRUCTION DATE __ ...;:1~9..;_02~----

ADDRESS _______ ~7~10~W~·~K~e~is~e~r ________ __ 

Osceola AR 

DESCRIPTION 

When Osceola began laying out the new townsite at the turn of the century, the Borum Building 
was among the first brick structures to be constructed. Built in 1902, this two-story building 
is of brick construction with a parapet on the facade (north elevation). The rooflines of the 
east and west elevations feature long, graduated steps punctuated by chimney vents. This large 
rectangular structure is distinguished by the second story of the facade which is visually divided 
into three bays by simple brick pilasters. Pairings of sash windows topped by simple brick arches 
appear on the second story. A band of decorative brickwork is featured at the top of recessed 
areas in the three bays. A stone band outlines the top of the building. In 1904 a one-story 
:::.ddition was constructed on the west elevation. This addition features the sa:ne recessed bays , 
decorative brickwork on the cornice, and stone bunding across the top as the original two-story 
building. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

One of the first brick buildings in Osceola's "new town", the two-story Borum Store, was 
built in 1902 at a cost of $3,450. The first story of this building contained the "most-to-date" 
ladies ready-to-wear and millinery establishment in the county. The owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
James D. Borum, lived in the spacious apartment in the second story of the building. Mrs. 
Borum continued to live in the apartment until the 1950's. Early interior photographs of the 
Borum Store show elaborate Victorian decorations and displays. This building represents the 
beginnings of the successful shift of the city's downtown closer to the railroad line. The Borum 
Building is an anchor to the east corner of the one block district on Hale Avenue. Of brick 
construction, this two-story building features modest decorative features and its vernacular small 
town business style typifies the turn of the century growth in Osceola. 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ___ __;L~o:..;t~s--=1--=&.......::..2 ,l........,;B;;.;l;..;,o~c;..;,k--=1~9.~.., _T.:;_;;_ow__;n~si_t~e......;;.;A;...;.d_d_i t_i~on _____ _ 

QUADRANGLE NAMEOsceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE__:..;1:....;_2_40....;_0....;.0 ________ __ 

UTM REFERENCE: ZONE __ 1_6__ EASTING NORTHING __________ _ 

** see district boundary references -- Item 10 
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PROPERTY NUMBER _____ ~0~0~4~0 ____________________ _____ PROPERTY OWNER Henry Patterson 

PROPERTY N AME _ ____;P:.._a:.;..t;...;;t...;;;.e:,_rs:,_o;..;..n;....;;;;.B...;;.;u.;;.;;il...;;.;d.;;.;;in.;;.!Og~-- ADDRESS ________________ ~3...;;.;1...;;;.9~N~·...;;.;M.;;.;;a~p~le~---------

LOCATION _____ 20_0 __ b_lo~c--k~,-H_a_l_e_A_ve_. __ Osceola AR 

CONSTRUCTION DATE 1902 
----------------------------------

DESCRIPTION 

The Patterson Building is a one-story brick store built in 1902. The simple vernacular styling 
of this building features an original wood storefront with cast iron columns and plate glass 
windows on the display bays. A parapet rises from the center of the facade roofline above the 
brick dentiled cornice. Located in this parapet is a stone panel inscribed "Patterson Building 
1902". Identical to the bu ilding constructed next door by Fred Patterson two years later, the 
facade of the 1902 Patterson Building is articulated into three bays by four brick pilasters; 
two are located on the ends of the building and two flank the parapet. A band of brick corbelling 
marks the upper portion of the building, above which metal vents appear in the outer bays. The 
wood awning supported by single wood posts is identical to the original. This awning covers the 
sidewalk in front of the store. The sidewalk on Hale Avenue in front of the two Patterson Buildings 
is stepped down to the street, distinguishing these stores 1 original appearance from adjacent 
hi~toric structures. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

As one of the first businesses in Osceola's "new town" at the turn of the century, the Patterson 
Building significantly contributes to the architectural composition and history of the town's move 
to accommodate the railroad. Constructed in 1902, this building remains unaltered as has its 
companion building next door constructed in 1904. Of simple vernacular design, this brick building 
has been continuously operated as the same business by the same family for over 80 years. 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lot 3, Block 19, Townsite Addition 

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN 

UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE 16 -_;;;,;_ ____________ _ 
QUADRANGLE SCALE:.._1;;..;:...;;.;.2~4 0;....:0~0 ________________ _ 

EASTING NORTillNG -------
** see district boundary references -- Item 10 



United St•tes Dep•rtment of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 7 & 8 

INDMDUAL DATA SHEET 

OHB ApprovaL No. l024-00ll 

Page 11 

SURVEY NUMBER 0041 --------------------- PROPERTY OWNER Henry Patterson 

PROPERTY NAME Fred Patterson Store 

LOCATION 200 block, Hale Ave. 

CONSTRUCTION DATE 1904 ----------------

ADDRESS 319 N. Maple 

Osceola AR 

DESCRIPTION 

In 1904, Fred Patterson built a store almost identical to the Patterson Building (0040), 
constructed in 1902. The 1904 building is one story of red brick construction, resting on a 
brick foundation. As in its companion store, the facade (north elevation) of the Fred Patterson 
Store is divided into three bays by brick pilasters with corbelled caps. This building also features 
an arched parapet flanked by brick pilasters. The stone panel located under the parapet is 
inscribed "Fred Patterson 1904". A shed roof wood awning covers the sidewalk in front of these 
buildings, supported by wood columns set into brick bases. The building features original display 
windows with plate glass and cast iron columns. The interiors of both buildings are unaltered 
and are an accurate and unique reflection of small town business in the early twentieth century. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fred Patterson Store, constructed in 1904, reflects the historic significance of early business 
operated in Osceola's "new town". Built two years after construction of Fred Patterson's 
first store (0040), this building reflects the successful attempt to relocate the town's business 
section closer to the railroad lines at the turn of the century. Indicative of early twentieth 
century commercial vernacular styling, the building features an arched parapet rising from the 
center of the roofline and is distinguished by its unaltered condition, complete with the original 
storefront pla te glass window display areas. Owned and operated by Henry Patterson, the son 
of the builder, the building represents a successful business which has resisted changes in its 80 
years of operation. This building presents an original version of an early twentieth century dry 
goods store and reflects an unbroken stability in Osceola's historic business district. The building 
is unaltered and its interior includes original furnishings, lighting, and wood-burning stove (a 
traditional local winter gathering spot). 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lot 4, Block 19, Townsite Addition 

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE;,..,.,;;;.;1:...;;.2..;;_40;;....;0;...;.0 ____ _ 

UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE 16 ----- EAS~G NORT~G ______ _ 

** see district boundary references -- Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER 0042 
---~~--------------------

PROPERTY OWNER Robbins Brothers 

PROPERTY NAME Hubbard and Hoke ADDRESS 800 W. Keiser 
--------------~~~~-----------

LOCATION 213 W. Hale Osceola AR ----------------------------
CONSTRUCTION DATE~1;;..;9;..;;;1~7 ____ _ 

DESCRIPTION 

Serving as a link in the Hale Street district, the Hubbard and Hoke building was constructed in 
1917 to house the Bryan and Hook Dry Goods Store. This one-story flat-roofed building is of 
simple functional design and is devoid of ornamentation. A stone string course runs across the 
upper section of the facade (north elevation) above the metal awning. Another string course 
appears toward the top of the structure, giving the portion above it a parapet-like appearance. 
These string courses provide a visual break from the otherwise plain expanse of brick facade. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hubbard and Hoke building, constructed in 1917, has been a consistant part of the Hale 
l}.venue commercial district. When this building was constructed it was described as having 
fixtures of the very latest type in Flemish Oak, giving the interior a metropolitian appearance. 
The structure's uniqueness in 1917 was the immense plate glass front in which displays were 
arranged so as to attract customers. The Hubbard and Hoke building has consistently remained 
a viable part of downtown Osceola commerce. Although simple in design and altered in the store 
front display area, this building serves as a link for the other buildings on the South side of 
Hale Avenue. 

ACREAGE __ ~le~s~s_t~h~a~n~o~n~e ______________ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lots 5 & 6, Block 19, Townsite Addition 

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE __ 1:_2_4_00_0 ____ _____ 

UTM REFERENCE: ·. ** ZONE 16 EASTING NORTHING ________ _ 

** see district boundary reference -- Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER~~0~0~4~3 ______ __ PROPERTY OWNER Ronnie Sorrells 

PROPERTY NAME Coston Building ADDRESS __________________ ~30~7~E~·~S~e~m~m~e~s~-------

LOCATION 217 W. Hale Osceola AR 

CONSTRUCTION DATE___;1~9-=1~5 ____ __ 

DESCRIPTION 

Located in the block across Hale Avenue from the Mississippi County Courthouse (0011, N.R. 
1978), the Coston Building is a two-story flat-roofed structure built in 1915. This building 
is of brick construction with the front elevation (north) facaded with cut mortar blocks. The 
facade is vertically articulated on each end by brick block piers. These piers are topped with 
corbelled caps, which extend from the roof of the building to the height of the center parapet. 
The plain parapet, also of brick block, rises from the center of the facade. A stone panel is 
placed under the parapet, and is inscribed "19 COSTON 15". The first floor store front features 
plate glass window display areas and is covered by an added canvas awning. Four plate glass 
sa-sh windows are evenly spaced across the second story. These are set into recessed areas 
outlined in vertically-set block bricks. A brick ledge runs beneath the windows and defines a 
narrow recessed area. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Coston building is architecturally significant in the built environment of Osceola. It was 
constructed in 1915 by Joseph T. Coston, an attorney who had moved to Osceola before the 
turn of the century. Coston, a native of Franklin County, Tennessee, was a graduate of Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. After relocation in Osceola, Coston had a number of prestigious clients; 
among them was plantation owner R. E. Lee Wilson of Wilson, Arkansas. Wilson's land was 
greatly affected by the continual flooding, and he encouraged Coston to become involved in the 
efforts to improve drainage in Mississippi County. Coston was a well-liked man who attained 
much of his local notoriety from his successful dealings in support of drainage districts. The 
Coston building is one of the more notable buildings in the commercial district, reflecting the 
solidity of the Courthouse across the street in its brick block construction. 

ACREAGE;___~le;;.;;s;.;;.s__;t.;;;:h.;;;:a~n--=-on;;;;..e;:..__ ___ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ___ L~o~t~7~,--=-B~lo~c~k~1~9~,_T~o~w__;ns~i_te;:..__A__;dd_i_t_io_n ____________________ _ 

QUADRANGLE NAMEOsceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE 1:24000 ----------------
UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE.~16~--------- EASTING __________ _ NORTHING --------

** see district boundary references Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER~~0~0~44~------------ PROPERTY OWNER Reggie Collom 

PROPERTY NAME Raines Play House ADDRESS 119 East Drive 
--------------~--~~--------

LOCATION 216 W. Hale Osceola AR 

CONSTRUCTION DATE~~1~9~15~---------

DESCRIPTION 

Constructed in 1915, the Raines Play House (which derives its name from more recent usage), 
was built to house Osceola's post office. Designed and built by Memphis architect G. C. 
Parlow, this one story 26' by 70 1 building is constructed of brick and on the facade (north 
elevation) is faced with cut mortar block. The entrance to this building is flanked by fluted 
pilasters topped by Ionic capitals and set in stone block bases. On either edge of the building 
are one-story pilasters of cut block with corbelled caps. Double-hung plate glass windows 
flanking the entrance feature large multi-paned transoms. The decorative cornice of cut 
mortar block features bands of dentiling in two sizes. A slight parapet rises from the center 
o~ the roofline. The original structure featured two 4 1 by 8' skylights supplemented by electric 
light fixtures. The mosaic tile floor and steam heat contributed to the building's notoriety at 
the time of its construction. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

When businesses began moving west of the railroad tracks to "new town", a point of contention 
was the location of the post office. References in the Osceola Times shortly after the turn of 
the century point out the constant moving of the town's post office from one building to another. 
Weekly issues of the paper at that time featured articles entitled "Where is The Post Office 
This Week". In 1915 funds for building a post office were finally secured and the city employed 

the talents of a Memphis architect, G. C. Parlow, to erect the structure. Parlow, who was also 
working on the adjacent Coston office building, used the same cut mortar block to face the 
north elevation of the one-story post office. This building provided long-needed stability in the 
postal service of the small town. Elegant in its decorative facade, with fluted columns and 
such modern features as electric lights and a mosaic tile floor, this building now presents a 
unique character within the Hale Street district. 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ___ L_o_t~8~, __ B~lo~c_k __ 1~9~,_T~o~w~ns~i~te~A~dd~i~t~io~n~-----------------

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN 

UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE 16 

QUADRANGLE SCALE__.;1:;..;.:~24.;_;0;,...;,0~0----------

EASTING NORTHING ---- --------- ----------------

** see district boundary references -- Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER~~0~0~3~9 __________ _ PROPERTY OWNERDr. Eldon Fairley 

PROPERTY NAME Borum Building ADDRESS 710 W. Keiser . 
----------~~~~~----------

LOCATION 201 W. Hale Osceola AR ------------------------
CONSTRUCTION DATE 1902 --------------

DESCRIPTION 

When Osceola began laying out the new townsite at the turn of the century, the Borum Building 
was among the first brick structures to be constructed. Built in 1902, this two-story building 
is of brick construction with a parapet on the facade (north elevation). The rooflines of the 
east and west elevations feature long, graduated steps punctuated by chimney vents. This large 
rectangular structure is distinguished by the second story of the facade which is visually divided 
into three bays by simple brick pilasters. Pairings of sash windows topped by simple brick arches 
appear on the second story. A band of decorative brickwork is featured at the top of recessed 
areas in the three bays. A stone band outlines the top of the building. In 1904 a one-story 
addition was constructed on the west elevation. This addition features the same recessed bays, 
decorative brickwork on the cornice, and stone banding across the top as the original two-story 
building. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

One of the first brick buildings in Osceola's "new town", the two-story Borum Store, was 
built in 1902 at a cost of $3,450. The first story of this building contained the "most-to-date" 
ladies ready-to-wear and millinery establishment in the county • . The owners, Mr. and Mrs. 
James D. Borum, lived in the spacious apartment in the second story of the building. Mrs. 
Borum continued to live in the apartment until the 1950's. Early interior photographs of the 
Borum Store show elaborate Victorian decorations and displays. This building represents the 
beginnings of the successful shift of the city's downtown closer to the railroad line. The Borum 
Building is an anchor to the east corner of the one block district on Hale Avenue. Of brick 
construction, this two-story building features modest decorative features and its vernacular small 
town business style typifies the turn of the century growth in Osceola. 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ____ ___;;L;;.,;o;..;.t,;;;..s ~1_&~2~,__;:;;B..:.lo;:_;c;..;,k=--.;1:..:9~,__::T~o..:.w..:.n..:.s;:_;i t...;;:.e__;;;,:A;_;,d;..;.d..;;_i t...;_io..;;_n...;.__ ________ _ 

QUADRANGLE NAMEOsceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE;.,_;;,;1:..:.2...;;:.4.;_00;:_;0;__ ________ _ 

UTM REFERENCE: ZONE 16 . ____ ;__ __ _ EASTING --------- NORTHING ---------------

** see district boundary references -- Item 10 
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PROPERTY NUMBER _____ ~0~0~4~0 __________ ___ PROPERTY OWNER Henry Patterson 

PROPERTY N AME:___...;:P:....:a:;..;.t..;..;t e:....:r..;;;.so..;..;n;.;.....;;;B:....:u~il:....:d;;;.;;in~g.__ ____ _ ADDRESS __________________ 3:....:1_9~N_._M_a~p~l:....:e __________ __ 

LOCATION ________________ _..;;;.2..;_;00~b:....:l:....:o.c_._· k~,:....:H..;;;.a:....:l:....:e ____ A_v:....:e_. __ Osceola AR 

CONSTRUCTION DATE 1902 
------------------~ 

DESCRIPTION 

The Patterson Building is a one-story brick store built in 1902. The simple vernacular styling 
of this building features an original wood storefront with cast iron columns and plate glass 
windows on the display bays. A parapet rises from the center of the facade roofline above the 
brick dentiled cornice. Located in this parapet is a stone panel inscribed "Patterson Building 
1902". Identical to the building constructed next door by Fred Patterson two years later, the 
facade of the 1902 Patterson Building is articulated into three bays by four brick pilasters; 
two are located on the ends of the building and two flank the parapet. A band of brick corbelling 
marks the upper portion of the building, above which metal vents appear in the outer bays. The 
wood awning supported by single wood posts is identical to the original. This awning covers the 
sidewalk in front of the store. The sidewalk on Hale Avenue in front of the two Patterson Buildings 
is stepped down to the street, distinguishing these stores 1 original appearance from adjacent 
historic structures. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

As one of the first businesses in Osceola 1 s "new town" at the turn of the century, the Patterson 
Building significantly contributes to the architectural composition and histQry of the town 1 s move 
to accommodate the railroad. Constructed in 1902, this building remains unaltered as has its 
companion building next door constructed in 1904. Of simple vernacular design, this brick building 
has been continuously operated as the same business by the same family for over 80 years. 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lot 3, Block 19, Townsite Addition 

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN 

UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE 16 

QUADRANGLE SCALE_1_:_24_0_0_0 ________ __ 

EASTING NORTHING ----------- ----------- --------
** see district boundary references -- Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER~--~00~4~1~--------­

PROPERTY NAME Fred Patterson Store 

PROPERTY OWNER Henry Patterson 

LOCATION ________ 2_0_0_b_l_o_c_k~,_H_a_le __ A_v_e_._ 

CONSTRUCTION DATE 1904 ----------------

ADDRESS 319 N. Maple 

Osceola AR 

DESCRIPTION 

In 1904, Fred Patterson built a store almost identical to the Patterson Building (0040), 
constructed in 1902. The 1904 building is one story of red brick construction, resting on a 
brick foundation. As in its companion store, the facade (north elevation) of the Fred Patterson 
Store is divided into three bays by brick pilasters with corbelled caps. This building also features 
an arched parapet flanked by brick pilasters. The stone panel located under the parapet is 
inscribed "Fred Patterson 19 04". A shed roof wood awning covers the sidewalk in front of these 
buildings, supported by wood columns set into brick bases. The building features original display 
windows with plate glass and cast iron columns. The interiors of both buildings are unaltered 
and are an accurate and unique reflection of small town business in the early twentieth century. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Fred Patterson Store, constructed in 1904, reflects the historic significance of early business 
operated in Osceola's "new town". Built two years after construction of Fred Patterson's 
first store (0040), this building reflects the successful attempt to relocate the town's business 
section closer to the railroad lines at the turn of the century. Indicative of early twentieth 
century commercial vernacular styling, the building features an arched parapet rising from the 
center of the roofline and is distinguished by its uriaHiered condition, complete with the original 
storefront plate glass window display areas. Owned and operated by Henry Patterson, the son 
of the builder, the building represents a successful business which has resisted changes in its 80 
years of operation. This building presents an original version of an early twentieth century dry 
goods store and reflects an . unbroken stability in Osceola's historic business district. The building 
is unaltered and its interior includes original furnishings, lighting, and wood-burning stove (a 
traditional local winter gathering spot). 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lot 4, Block 19, Townsite Addition 

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE._;1:_2..;_40;;_;0....;.0 ____ __ 

UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE 16 :___.;;;...;;... ____ __ EAS~G _____ _ NORTHING __________ _ 

** see district boundary references -- Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER 0042 PROPERTY OWNER Robbins Brothers --------------------
PROPERTY NAME Hubba!rd and Hoke ADDRESS 800 W. Keiser 

LOCATION ______ ~21~3~W~·~H~a~l~e ______ ___ Osceola AR 

CONSTRUCTION DATE _ __;1~9;..;:1...;..7 ____ _ 

DESCRIPTION 

Serving as a link in the Hale Street district, the Hubbard and Hoke building was constructed in 
1917 to house the Bryan and Hook Dry Goods Store. This one-story flat-roofed building is of 
simple functional design and is devoid of ornamentation. A stone string course runs across the 
upper section of the facade (north elevation) above the metal awning. Another string course 
appears toward the top of the structure, giving the portion above it a parapet-like appearance. 
These string courses provide a visual break from the otherwise plain expanse of brick facade. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Hubbard and Hoke building, constructed in 1917, has been a consistant part of the Hale 
Avenue commercial district. When this building was :constructed it was described as having • fixtures of the very latest type in Flemish Oak, giving the interior a metropolitian appearance. 
The structure's uniqueness in 1917 was the immense plate glass front in which displays were 
arranged so as to attract customers. The Hubbard and Hoke building has consistently remained 
a viable part of downtown Osceola commerce. Although simple in design and altered in the store 
front display area, this building serves as a link for the other buildings on the South side of 
Hale A venue. 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lots 5 & 6, Block 19, Townsite Addition 

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE __ 1_:_24_0_0_0 ________ _ 

UTM REFERENCE: ··· ** ZONE 16 EASTING NORTHING --- ------ ------------

** see district boundary reference -- Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER 0043 PROPERTY OWNER Ronnie Sorrells -----------------
PROPERTY NAME Coston Building ADDRESS 307 E. Semmes ------------------------------
LOCATION 217 W. Hale . Osceola AR 

CONSTRUCTION DATE:..._1;;;.,;9;,;;1:..:.5 __ _ 

·DESCRIPTION 

Located in the block across Hale Avenue from the Mississippi County Courthouse (0011, N.R. 
1978), the Coston Building is a two-story flat-roofed structure built in 1915. This building 
is of brick construction with the front elevation (north) facaded with cut mortar blocks. The 
facade is vertically articulated on each end by brick block piers. These piers are topped with 
corbelled caps, which extend from the roof of the building to the height of the center parapet. 
The plain parapet, also of brick block, rises from the center of the facade. A stone panel is 
placed under the parapet, and is inscribed "19 COSTON 15". The first floor store front features 
plate glass window display areas and is covered by an added canvas awning. Four plate glass 
sash windows are evenly spaced across the second story. These are set into recessed areas 
outlined in vertically-set block bricks. A brick ledge runs beneath the windows and defines a 
narrow recessed area. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Coston building is architecturally significant in the built environment of Osceola. It was 
constructed in 1915 by Joseph T. Coston, an attorney who had moved to Osceola before the 
turn of the century. Coston, a native of Franklin County, Tennessee, was a graduate of Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. After relocation in Osceola, Coston had a number of prestigious clients; 
among them was plantation owner R. E. Lee Wilson of Wilson, Arkansas. Wilson's land was 
greatly affected by the continual flooding, and he encouraged Coston to become involved in the 
efforts to improve drainage in Mississippi County. Coston was a well-liked man who attained 
much of his local notoriety from his successful dealings in support of drainage districts. The 
Coston building is one of the more notable buildings in the commercial district, reflecting the 
solidity of the Courthouse across the street in its brick block construction. 

ACREAGE less than one -------------------------
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lot 7, Block 19, Townsite Addition 

QUADRANGLE NAMEOsceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE_1_:2_4_0_00 ____ _ 

UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE.~16~----- EASTING _____ _ NORTHING ----

** see district boundary references Item 10 
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SURVEY NUMBER~~0~04~4 ____________ _ PROPERTY OWNER Reggie Collom 

PROPERTY NAME Raines Play House 

LOCATION 216 W. Hale 

CONSTRUCTION DATE 1915 

ADDRESS 119 East Drive ------------------------------
Osceola AR 

-------------------
DESCRIPTION 

Constructed in 1915, the Raines Play House (which derives its name from more recent usage), 
was built to house Osceola's post office. Designed and built by Memphis architect G. C. 
Parlow, this one story 26' by 70' building is constructed of brick and on the facade (north 
elevation) is faced with cut mortar block. The entrance to this building is flanked by fluted 
pilasters topped by Ionic capitals and set in stone block bases. On either edge of the building 
are one-story pilasters of cut block with corbelled caps. Double-hung plate glass windows 
flanking the entrance feature large multi-paned transoms. The decorative cornice of cut 
mortar block features bands of dentiling in two sizes. A slight parapet rises from the center 
of the roofline. The original structure featured two 4' by 8' skylights supplemented by electric 
,light fixtures. The mosaici tile floor and steam heat contributed to the building's notoriety at 
the time of its construction. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

When businesses began moving west of the railroad tracks to "new town", a point of contention 
was the location of the post office. References in the Osceola Times shortly after the turn of 
the century point out the constant moving of the town's post office from one building to another. 
Weekly issues of the paper at that time :featured articles entitled "Where is The Post Office 
This Week". In 1915 funds for building a post office were finally secured and the city employed 

the talents of a Memphis architect, G. C. Parlow, to erect the structure. Parlow, who was also 
working on the adjacent Coston office building, used the same cut mortar block to face the 
north elevation of the one-story post office. This building provided long-needed stability in the 
postal service of the small town. Elegant in its decorative facade, with fluted columns and 
such modern features as electric lights and a mosaic tile floor, this building now presents a 
unique character within the Hale Street district. 

ACREAGE less than one 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ___ L~o~t~8~,~B~l~o~c~k~1~9,~T~o~w~n~s~it~e~A~d~d~it~io~n~-----------------
QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN 

UTM REFERENCE: **ZONE 16 
;....._~---

QUADRANGLE SCALE 1:24000 -------------------
EASTING NORTHING -----------------

** see district boundary references -- Item 10 
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