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The Montgomery County Jail, completed in June 1882, combines Romanesque, Gothic and
Italianate architecture in a red brick structure with limestone trim and detailing.
It cost, excluding land, $26,000. The plans, drawn by E.J. Hodgson of Marion County,
cost $600. The iron work for the cells and rotary machinery were made by Benjamin
Haugh of Indianapolis for $10,850 and the building was constructed by Julian W.
Hinkley and James Norris of Indianapolis and Burlington, Iowa at a cost of $15,150.

This jail and sheriff's residence i built in two units connected by a short section
only slightly smaller than the jail in cross section. The residence has 2% stories
with a basement and high hip roof. It is of irregular massing and eclectic in con-
cept. A central main entry has on the left a two story tower with three bay windows
on each floor and a semi-circular arched window of three bays in the roof section.
v The gable end of the tower matches that of the door except that in the semi-circular
égsection of the door gable the date and names of the county commissioners appear. There
@ are two pairs of windows on the right of the door with(IéQle;TinteTs that match those

of the tower and a small porch with paired columns that exténds to the wall.

The side facing the same street as the jail is decorated with a false chimney that
extends into the gable with a window on each side of each side. A1l windows are one
over one sash type and all trim is finished l1imestone. The roof is rimmed on the
front with boxed cornice. This and the common bond brick give the house and jail
unity and continuity. The jail, much Tess decorated than the house, is a square
block with a hip roof with cut corners and windows on the main facade and wall gables
of the same pitch as the residence but larger semi-circular three part windows.
Below the gables are large windows with segmental arched lintels that have been
covered for protection recently, Since the jail and sheriff's residence is situated
on the corner the facade of the jail faces a cross street rather than Washington as
the sheriff's residence does. The massing, material, trim and decoration give this
building a unity that is complimented by the eclectic architecture.

It is the interior machinery of the jail that makes this particular example of a combined
structure unique. The rotary, or lazy susan jail section, is a large cylinder con-
structed of plate and bars with sixteen (16) cells arranged on two %2) Tevels Tike

cuts of a pie. As the cylinder was turned by a hand operated crank each cell presented
itself to a single door on each Tevel for access. This must have worried the prisoners
but certainly would have been a deterrent to mass escapes -- even in case of a fire.

The State Fire Marshall did, in fact, condemn this jail in the late 1930's. This
revolving cylinder was welded in place in 1938 but is operable in all other respects.

At this time doors were also cut ineach cell.

Neither the jail nor the}}esidence have undergone any extensive alteration, although
there is some deterioration as they have been empty for several years.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Montgomery County Jail and Sheriff's Residence is significant as a good example of
a popular construction combination in the 19th century and as a unique example of cell
construction. It is rare that a\Jgil_and sheriff's residence, even though they are
often connected structures, have the unity of form, mass, and detailing of this par-
ticular example. The jail section, while more elaborate than most, can be clearly
identified as a jail from the exterior while the residence is a good example of the
imposing eclectic architecture of the period.

The rotary section of the jail is a remarkable and unique application of technology

to what society saw as their needs in a place of incarceration in the 19th century,

It is the oldest and best surviving example of what was a short lived Midwestern
phenomenon in jail construction. It is the only known example of a rotary jail in
Indiana and one of two left in the nation. That it has survived in workable condition
for this long indicates it was something of a feat of engineering and construction,

It also cleraly points to a system that had 1ittle concern with the safety and comfort
of prisoners and maximum concern that they not escape. The Montgomery County Jail and
Sheriff's Residence is a strong example of a style of law enforcement that has passed.
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