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No. 8. Significance

Fairchild Winery

springy hired a stone mason to rebuild the front wall. Though running 
water and electricity have been added, the structure remains much as it 
 as when completed in 1893* & fine example of stone masonry   using the 
ancient (though rare to Oklahoma) wedged mass principle   and one of the 
oldest, essentially unaltered, man-made structures in Oklahoma City.

With an informal rock patio at the entrance, the restored winery now 
serves as a meeting place for heritage-minded civic, historical, and social 
groups. It is also included on certain conducted tours. In time it is 
anticipated the property will be turned over to the Oklahoma Historical 
Society.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

For his wine vault Fairchild chose a spring-fed site on the slope of a 
shallow draw near the center of his claim. Out of solid rock he chiseled 
the floor of the 14 x 41-foot structure. Just inside the four walls he 
had cut an additional foot-deep trench through which cold water was cir 
culated from the spring house beside the arched doorway.

Reddish sandstone, believed to have come from a quarry near Guthrie, 
was used to build up the side walls to a height of about five feet. Then 
an extremely shallow arched stone roof was thrown over the half-subterranean 
vault and covered with dirt. (The dirt on the roof, of course, as well as 
that packed against the side walls, made construction possible, according 
to the wedged mass principle familiar to European builders since medieval 
times, and helped preserve the vault essentially intact down to the 
present.) Ihree ceiling vents took care of ventilation. A massive oak 
door completed the structure and provided protection for the winery's wooden 
aging vats.

Though wine production ceased in_1906-and the vault was unused and 
neglected for the next 65 years, it suffered surprisingly little permanent 
damage. The door disappeared. The spring became clogged. The interior 
was flooded with several feet of muck and slime and the entrance became 
obscured by trees and shrubs. However, the structure remained basically 
sound. Only a few stones were toppled from the front wall. The present 
owner hired a stone mason to rebuild the wall, following pictures of the 
vault when it was still in use (see enclosures). He cleaned out the silt, 
restored the spring, built an informal rock patio at the entrance. Though 
running water and electricity have been added, the vault remains today 
much as it was when completed in 1893*
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Oklahoma's first winery. Significant because of this "first" status
(so far as is known), it is also noteworthy as an excellently 
example of the wedged mass principle of the arch and, quite possibly, 
as the oldest structure within the city limits of Oklahoma City main 
taining its original configuration and design.

Edward B. Fairchild was an Englishman who came to Oklahoma Territory 
from New York to take part in the "run" for land in 1889. He home- 
steaded a quarter section on what is now the north side of Oklahoma City. 
Little is known about him before 1889, or after 190?, when he sold out 
and apparently left the state. But he understood wine making and seems 
to have been determined to make the newly opened territory a wine 
producer. He planted much of his land in vineyards and contracted with 
neighbors so that at one time his winery drew on some 200 acres of 
grapes.

Fairchild is believed to have completed his vault in 1893. By 1900 
he was producing about 5tOOO gallons of wine a year. The quality is 
reported to have been quite good and Fairchild's wine was well known in 
central Oklahoma Territory. A publication of the Oklahoma City Board of 
Trade about 1900 tells of the production and contains two photographs, 
one an exterior view, the other an interior, (ihey were helpful in the 
recent restoration.)

By 1906, however, it was apparent that Oklahoma would soon become 
a state ,.. and that the constitution of the new state would almost 
certainly contain a ban on all alcoholic beverages. Fair^child began 
to curtail his operation. On Nov. 30, 1907, just two weeks after 
statehood, he sold his entire quarter section. After that the vault 
was little used.

But the vault itself remained essentially sound structurally down 
to the present. The current owner cleaned out the debris, restored the
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