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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On a rise above the Cape Elizabeth shore stands Beckett's Castle, 
a picturesque Gotjlic cottage of a century ago. Designed and built by 
the Portland literary figure Sylvester Beckett for his summer residence, 
the Castle was begun in 1871 and finished in 1874. Beckett constructed 
the cottage from local gray field stone largely with his own hands.

Beckett's Castle is a rectangular, gable roofed structure of two 
stories with a square three story tower. Located at the southeast 
corner of the facade, the tower is the most prominent feature of the 
cottage. The tower is comprised of three sections, each of which is 
slightly smaller than the one below it. Each section is divided by a 
horizontal stone course. On the facade or south wall of the tower, 
the first sectfon~contains an arched doorway which is enframed by 
rustication. The second section.of the facade has a diamond shaped
window, while the third has an arched double window.

rn

On the east wall of the tower, the first section contains a single rn 
window, the second section a diamond shaped window and two sj^all single 
ones, and the third section an arched double window. No window is 
located on the first section of the tower's west wall. Above this 
appears a second and third section window arrangement identical to that 
on the east wall. The north tower wall has no windows.

TO
The top of the tower is surrounded by a large, simple stone dentil 

molding. Above this is a low hipped roof observation cupola. Constructed 
in the early twentieth century, this cupola has two horizontal double 
windows on each side.

The facade or south wall of the cottage possesses a large three 
part window on the first story. Over this window is a small arched 
window located within a sharply pointed gable. This gable and those 
formed by the roofline of the east and west walls have an overhang 
which is ornamented with simple wooden brackets. Above and to the 
right of the facade gable is a smalTTTriangular dormer. Directly above 
the dormer is a brick chimney which is located at the peak of the 
cottage roof.

The east wall contains two three part windows on the first story. 
Originally, its second story had two single windows with an open balcony 
in front of them. This balcony was rebuilt with an enclosed porch in 
the early 20th century. Above the enclosure is a diamond shaped window 
in the gable.

The west wall has less architectural detail than the facade and 
east walls. There are no" windows on the first story, three single 
windows on the second story, and a diamond shaped window in the gable.

V
The west wall has less architectural detail than the facade and east 

walls. There are no windows on the first story, three single windows

CSee Significance Sheet)
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7. Description

on the second story; and a diamond shaped window in the gable.

1.

On the north wall, there is a simple one story frame addition con­ 
structed in the early 20th century. Two triangular dormers project from 
the north slope of the gable roof.

The interior of Becketts's Castle is characterized by restrained 
period woodwork. A parlor and dining room are located on the first 
floor of the cottage, while the frame addition at the rear serves as a 
kitchen. Four small bedrooms are found on the second floor. The interior 
of the tower is devoted mainly to a staircase which leads to the observation 
cupola at the top.

Beckett's Castle embodies the romantic aspirations of a nineteenth 
century provincial man of letters. Sylvester Beckett made no pretense 
at creating an elaborate and architecturally correct Gothic Revival 
home. Instead, he chose to build an engagingly simple stone structure 
of his own design. Shortly After Beckett r s death, his friend Edward 
Elwell eulogized Beckett and his cottage in the following verse:

and still the tower upon the crag,
Will look out o f er the sea, 

and still kind hearts, who from it gaze,
Will think, old friend, of thee."

After a century, Beckett's Castle continues to retain its distinctive 
appeal.

GPO 921-724
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Beckett's Castle is significant as an early example of recreational 
building in the years when seashore property first came to be appreciated 
as an area suitable for amusement and relaxation. It is also of interest 
because of its builder and his circle.

Sylvester Blackmore Beckett was born in Portland, Maine, May 16, 
1812, the son of Euglish parents. Although never attending college, 
he acquired a fine classical education and became a prominent journalist 
and articulate writer. He was admitted to the bar in 1859 and spent 
much of his time administering and settling estates. Beyond this he 
was an artist, poet, Litterateur and amateur ornithologist of some 
distinction.

He was an eminently social, kind-hearted, companionable man. He 
planned and built, largely with his own hands, this tasteful stone 
cottage on the shore of Cape Elizabeth which was known from the be­ 
ginning as Beckett's Castle and became a favorite haunt of Portland 
literati, Invitations to the social gatherings held there were highly 
prized and guests were served expansive dinners cooked in primitive 
fashion in a large fireplace.

At his death on Dec. 2, 1882, the cottage passed into the hands 
of his only surviving child, Mrs. George W. Verrill whose son; sold 
it to Col. Walter Singles. It £s now owned by the Colonel's grandson.

Beckett's Castle, with all its quaint charm, exemplifies the 
quiet gentility of bygone era along the Maine
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