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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

COMMERCE/ business VACANT/NOT IN USE
WORK IN PROGRESS
DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling
COMMERCE/restaurant
COMMERCE/office

COMMERCE/specialty store

7. Description

Architectural Classification

MODERN MOVEMENT: Moderne

Materials:
Principal exterior materials of the property: BRICK; CONCRETE; GLASS

Narrative Description

The KUB Building, located at 629 S Gay Street, is a four story mid-century modern building, with a
basement, penthouse and flat roof. The current appearance of the building is the result of a major renovation
to a pre-existing structure which took place in 1963. The building has two main fagades fronting the street.
The front fagade of the building faces west on Gay Street and the longer fagade on Church street faces south.
The building is comprised of a steel and concrete structure with non-structural masonry walls. The KUB
Building is clad in green glazed brick and incorporates Mo-Sai method exposed aggregate concrete panels
and aluminum windows. The first story on the west facade contains the main entry to the building, with a
display window to the left (now covered) and storefront windows to the right (modified). The original 1963
storefront was constructed from black structural glass panels and storefront glass which wrapped the corner
of the building below a metal awning from an earlier renovation. The building underwent a renovation in the
1980s at which point the entry, storefront and awning were altered to the current condition. The black glass
panels and most of the storefront were replaced with glazed brick and concrete panels to match the rest of the
fagade and the awning was removed. The awnings' support system is still present. An aluminum door on the
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south elevation provides access to the raised basement and the entry is covered by a steel and concrete
awning. Demolition of the KUB Building's interior was initiated by a previous owner to remediate asbestos;
remaining elements include a terrazzo floor, a marble entryway, and original staircases with large glazed
brick and custom aluminum handrails. The structure of the building is currently visible on the interior. The
building is rectangular in plan and the four main floors have a typical layout with minor variations.

At 620 S Gay Street there is a non-contributing three story brick building with concrete in-filled windows at
street level, and modern replacement windows on the second and third floors.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
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Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.

Property is associated with the lives of
persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive
characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or
possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant

and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.
Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations N/A
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for

religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

less than 50 years old or achieving

G significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance

ARCHITECTURE

COMMERCE

Period of Significance
1939-1963

Significant Dates
1963

Significant Person

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
BAUMANN & BAUMMAN INC.
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph

After the Great Depression and World War II, Knoxville began to expand more rapidly outside of the city
center and like many other American cities the focus shifted to suburban development. Because of this, few
buildings were built in downtown Knoxville during the middle of the 20" century. From the late 1930°s to
the 1970’s only a handful of buildings were built and even fewer mid-century buildings are still standing
today. As one of the remaining buildings, the KUB building represents a rare and unique mid-century style.
Also, as the original headquarters of the Knoxville Ultilities Board it holds an integral part of Knoxville’s
history as the company had a direct connection to the development of the city over the years.

The KUB Building was designed by Baumann and Baumann and is one of the few distinct representations of
Mid-century Modern style in Knoxville. The current building was a result of an extensive remodel of the
existing building in 1963, at a time when Gay Street and downtown Knoxville were losing their competitive
edge to new construction in the suburbs .The continued presence of KUB, a utility that provided water,
electric and gas services to the Knoxville region, is testimony to the importance of downtown Knoxville
continued to hold in its region.

Narrative Statement of Significance

KUB was established when the citizens of Knoxville voted for the utilities that supplied water, electric & gas
service to be part of a public service run by the city. The City Council voted on August 31, 1938 to purchase
the system from the Tennessee Public Service Company for $5,300,000. After several months as a City of
Knoxville department, KUB was officially established as an independent public agency and began operations
in March 1939,

The building that KUB moved into was a three story vernacular structure at the corner of S. Gay Street and
W. Church Avenue. The building was built ca. 1870 and was known for a number of years as the William
Caswell Furniture Company. In 1907, the building at 626 S. Gay Street was purchased by Knoxville
Railway & Light Company as their headquarters. By 1931, Knoxville Railway & Light Company would
become the Tennessee Public Service Company and later the Knoxville Utilities Board.

From 1939 until 1951, KUB called the three story downtown building home. To reflect KUB's success over
its first 13 years in operation, they tore down much of the three story vernacular building and rebuilt the
building on the same lot into a red Moderne building. In 1963, KUB continued the trend of progress and
they remodeled the building on the inside and created a new facade for the outside, leaving us with the
current design of the building. KUB remained in the building until ca. 1999.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  0.17 acres USGS Quadrangle Knoxville 147 NW

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

1. Latitude: 35.963706 Longitude: -83.916957

Verbal Boundary Description

The KUB building property is a zero-lot line with attached adjacent buildings and a parking to the North,
an alley way to the East, Church Avenue to the South and Gay Street to the West. The boundaries for the
district increase would extend the existing boundary to the corner of Gay Street and Church Avenue. (See
following Maps)

Boundary Justification

The [existing historic] district is irregular in shape and approximately thirteen acres in size. It includes
properties along the east side of South Gay Street (from 300 to 618-620 South Gay Street); on the west
side of south Gay Street (from 401 to 439 and 525-527 to 607-609 South Gay Street); on the south side
of Summit Hill Drive (200-202, 204, and 206 Summit Hill Drive); on the south side of West Church
Street (201, 209, and 211 West Church Street); and on the west side of State Street (311-313 and 615
State Street). The district boundaries are drawn to include buildings of compatible style and development
which reflect the economic history of downtown Knoxville. (From original NRHP Form for Gay Street
Commercial Historic District.)

At the time this original district was nominated in 1986, the KUB building would not have qualified as a
contributing structure. The period of significance was set at 1938 in the 1986 nomination and no
buildings were built from 1938-1963 that are still standing. The current boundaries include adjacent
structures on both Gay Street and Church Street but do not include the KUB Building which is at the
corner of Gay Street and Church Ave. The building is one of the few examples of mid-century modern
architecture in the city and was the original headquarters of the Knoxville Utilities Board. The KUB
building is the only mid-century building with a direct adjacenct to the current district that is more than
fifty years old. This building and location also reflect the economic history of downtown Knoxville and
should be included in the Gay Street Commercial Historic District.
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