FORM A - AREA SURVEY Form numbers intiiis area Area no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Mid Cambridge MC 1 6
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

| 1. Towmn Cambridge
Name of area (ifany) City Hall
National Register District

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form 3. General date or period 1880-1912

Photo number
4. |s area uniform (explain): . , ..
in style? no, mixed styles
in condition? yes, generally very good
in type of ownership? no, city, church, e
inuse? no, offices, stores, residenc ’

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.

.g‘/%\f}t Robert Ret.tigf}\ Susan
DO NOT WRITE INTHISSPACE HOV 14 " 6. Recorded by Maycock, fianit"l Pf2riff,

USGS Quadrant A. Downing, R Nylander
OrganizationCambridge Historical Com.
MHC Photo no.

Date 1967-1968

(over)

M-5-73-075074



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. ' r>e

1 The City Hall National Register District reflects the late
19th century devel opment of the Central Square area from single
fam |y homes andstores t oa nmodern civic center of city burldings

and corPorate structures. The area began this stage of devel opnment
.inthe late 1880's with the construction of Cambridge City Hall on
" ahill comandi ng Massachusetts Avenue. | ts Richardsonan Romanesque

style is consistent with that of its contenporary the Canbridge
Mutual Fire Insurance Building, andboth buildings serve as

conpl enentary anchors t othis section of Massachusetts Avenue.
Bounding the district on the east ar ethe Renaissance Revival
Canbridge Electric Light Conpany Building on Massachusetts Avenue *
and the Canbridge Young Vénen's Christian Association which was ~
built off the main street in the Italian Palazzo style. The

First Universalist Society noved their church, built in 1822, to
asite facing City Hall in 1888 , reflecting the shift of civic I.Z
authority fromthe first Cambridgeport settlement in Lafayette
Square tothe newinstitutional center of the city.

1. Syrian Orthodox Catholic Church (1822), 8 Inman Street

The Syrian Orthodox Catholic Church is of great inportance
as the earliest of the M d Canbridge churches andthe second
ol dest church building in the entire city. Built in Lafayette
Square in 1822 for the First Universalist Society, the structure
was noved toits present site in 1888 A conpl ete remodel ling
in 1858 by Thonas Silloway is documented in contenporary newspaper
accoi xnts. Silloway, a Unitarian minister-turned-architect,
desi gned over three hundred churches throughout New Engl and,
He raised the building, rebuilt the spire andcreated the Italianate
facade.  After the building was noved in 1888, further changes
were nmade including the addition of the large rose wi ndow above
the entrance.

2. Cambridge Mutual Fire Insurance Building (1888) , 763 Massachusetts Av
John A. Hasty, Architect
The Mutual Fire Insurance Building is important as a handsome
visual companion to Cambridge City Hall, across Inman Street. The
Fire Insurance Building was designed in 1888 by John A. Hasty, a

8. Bibliography and/or refereaces such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc. Y, e 'e "o oo [-* © e .
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I NVENTCRY FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Foim No:

MSSACHEETTS H STAR CAL AOMSS ON Mid Cambridge MC I 6
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name city Hall N. R.D.

Indicate each item on inventory formwhich is being continued bel ow.
Canbridge Mutual Fire Insurance Building (continued)

prolific local architect. The Ri chardsoni an Romanesque buil ding
s decorated with polychromatic checkerboard masonry bands. The
four-story building of brownstone and granite i s anchored toits
corner location by a tower.

3. Canbridge City Hall (1889), 795 Massachusetts Avenue
Longfell ow, Alden ~ Harlow, architects

The Canbri dge G tY Hal | i sthe handsonest of the four public
bui | di ngs made possi bl e t hrough t he generosity of Frederick
Hastings Rindge. The Gity'snost inpor. publicbuilding is

impressively sited, solidlybuilt, and still servingits original
purFose. It isafineexanple of the R chardsoni an Romanesque
styl e. "

4. Canbridge Young V@nen*-s Christian Association Building (1910) ,
7 Tenple Street, Newhall 7 Blevins, architects"”

Built the sanme year that Newhall 5 Blevins were expandingthe

YMCA, theYWCA isfortunate i nstill having its open roof
loggia, thenost notable feature of this U-shaped, villa-Tike
stuccoed building. Theoriginal structure wasbuilt 1 n 1910.

Since that time, two additional buildings have been constructed.

A wing was added i n1953, designed by architects Anderson 5 Beckwith.
The sane firmalso changed theentrance i nt he sane year and added
the swi nmng pool i n1961. The dormtory wing of theYWCA i s
sympat hetic totheoriginal building i ncolor and surface material.
[ts prom nent overhanging eave echoed that of theoriginal building.

5. Canbridge Electric Light Conpany Building 11912), 719 Massachuset-ts
Avenue, Shepley, Rutan "“Coolidge, architects

Inspired by Renai ssance palaces and |oggias, this structurewas
built astheadmnistrative headquarters of the Canbridge Gas Conpany
in 1912. After thenerger of the Canbridge Gas Conpany andt he
Canbridge Electric Light Conpany, thebuilding continued to serve
as office space. Thetwo-story |imestone structure has seven bays.

The City Hall National Register District includes portions of
Massachusetts Avenue between Bigel ow and Tenple Streets, and
includes frontage onlman and Richard Allen Drive.(see Canbridge
Community Devel opnent P.D Quad Map 3). Boundaries were choserl
to include properties reflectinglate nineteenth century devel opment
of Central Square into aci?ic center.

- BND
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275
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