
FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'̂  
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Form numbers in tiiis area Area no. 

Mid Cambridge MC I 6 

I 1. Town Cambridge 

Name of area (if any) C i t y H a l l 

N a t i o n a l Regis te r D i s t r i c t 

3. General date or period 1880-1912 

4. Is area uniform (explain): . , ;. 

in style? no , mixed s t y l e s 

in condition? yes , gene ra l ly very good 

in type of ownership? no , c i t y , church , e 

in use? no , o f f i c e s , s t o r e s , res idenc ^ 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate north. 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

. ^Qft Robert R e t t i g , Susan 
HOV 1 4 -WW" 6. Recorded by Maycock, fianif^l P f ^ i f f , 

A. Downing, R. Nylander  
OrganizationCambridge Historical Com. 

Date 1967-1968 

(over) 

M-5-73-075074 
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. ' r > • 

.r The City Hall National Register D i s t r i c t r e f l e c t s the late 
19th century development of the Central Square area from single 
family homes and stores to a modern c i v i c center of c i t y buildings 
and corporate structures. The area began t h i s stage of development 

.. i n the late 1880's with the construction of Cambridge City Hall on 
' a h i l l commanding Massachusetts Avenue. I t s Richardsonan Romanesque 

style is consistent with that of i t s contemporary the Cambridge 
Mutual Fire Insurance Building, and both buildings serve as ^ 
complementary anchors to t h i s section of Massachusetts Avenue. 
Bounding the d i s t r i c t on the east are the Renaissance Revival 
Cambridge E l e c t r i c Light Company Building on Massachusetts Avenue * 
and the Cambridge Young Women's Christian Association which was ~ 
b u i l t o f f the main street i n the I t a l i a n Palazzo s t y l e . The 
Fi r s t Universalist Society moved t h e i r church, b u i l t i n 1822, to 

• a s i t e facing City Hall in 1888 , r e f l e c t i n g the s h i f t of c i v i c i.Z 
authority from the f i r s t Cambridgeport settlement in Lafayette 
Square to the new i n s t i t u t i o n a l center of the c i t y . 

1. Syrian Orthodox Catholic Church (1822), 8 Inman Street 

The Syrian Orthodox Catholic Church i s of great importance 
as the e a r l i e s t of the Mid Cambridge churches and the second 
oldest church bui l d i n g i n the e n t i r e c i t y . B u i l t i n Lafayette 
Square in 1822 for the F i r s t Universalist Society, the structure 
was moved to i t s present s i t e i n 1888. A complete remodelling 
in 1858 by Thomas Silloway is documented i n contemporary newspaper 
accoixnts. Silloway, a Unitarian minister-turned-architect, 
designed over three hundred churches throughout New England, 
He raised the b u i l d i n g , r e b u i l t the spire and created the I t a l i a n a t e 
facade. After the b u i l d i n g was moved i n 1888, further changes 
were made including the addition of the large rose window above 
the entrance. 

8. 

2. Cambridge Mutual F i r e Insurance B u i l d i n g (1888) , 763 Massachusetts Av 
John A. Hasty , A r c h i t e c t 

The Mutual F i r e Insurance B u i l d i n g i s impor tan t as a handsome .. 
v i s u a l companion to Cambridge C i t y H a l l , across Inman S t r e e t . The .; 
F i r e Insurance B u i l d i n g was designed i n 1888 by John A. Hasty , a i 

Bibliography and/or refereaces such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. ' , • '• ' • ••. r-* ; .•: ; . 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coranunity: 

Mid Cambridge 

Foim No: 
MC I 6 

Property Name: c i t y H a l l N . R. D. 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

Cambridge Mutual Fire Insurance Building (continued) 

p r o l i f i c l o c a l architect. The Richardsonian Romanesque buil d i n g 
is decorated with polychromatic checkerboard masonry bands. The 
four-story building of brownstone and granite is anchored to i t s 
corner location by a tower. 

3. Cambridge City Hall (1889) , 795 Massachusetts Avenue  
Longfellow, Alden ^ Harlow, architects 

The Cambridge City Hall is the handsomest of the four public 
buildings made possible through the generosity of Frederick 
Hastings Rindge. The City's most impor . _ public building is 
impressively sited, solidly built, and still serving its original 
purpose. It is a fine example of the Richardsonian Romanesque 
style. '' 

4. Cambridge Young Women*-s Christian Association Building (1910) , 
7 Temple Street, Newhall ^ Blevins, architects" 

B u i l t the same year that Newhall 5 Blevins were expanding the 
Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A. is fortunate i n s t i l l having i t s open roof 
loggia, the most notable feature of t h i s U-shaped, v i l l a - T i k e 
stuccoed b u i l d i n g . The o r i g i n a l structure was b u i l t i n 1910. 
Since that time, two additional buildings have been constructed. 
A wing was added i n 1953, designed by architects Anderson 5 Beckwith. 
The same firm also changed the entrance i n the same year and added 
the swimming pool i n 1961. The dormitory wing of the Y.W.C.A. is 
sympathetic to the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g i n color and surface material. 
I t s prominent overhanging eave echoed that of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . 

5. Cambridge E l e c t r i c Light Company Building 11912), 719 Massachuset-ts 
Avenue, Shepley, Rutan ^Coolidge, architects 

Inspired by Renaissance palaces and loggias, t h i s structure was 
b u i l t as the administrative headquarters of the Cambridge Gas Company 
in 1912. After the merger of the Cambridge Gas Company and the 
Cambridge E l e c t r i c Light Company, the bu i l d i n g continued to serve 
as o f f i c e space. The two-story limestone structure has seven bays. 

The City Hall National Register D i s t r i c t includes portions of 
Massachusetts Avenue between Bigelow and Temple Streets, and 
includes frontage on Imnan and Richard Allen Drive.(see Cambridge 
Community Development P.D. Quad Map 3). Boundaries were choseri 
to include properties r e f l e c t i n g l a t e nineteenth century development 
of Central Square into a ci^:ic center. 

- END 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a V.^ 

EXP. 12/31/84 
United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numtier Page ^^^ f - ' ^ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t ip le Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review ' Date/Signature 

^ 11./Icarfield Street Historic District. Keeper — ^ J Zr/^dA 

; Attest ^o^n)y^ 

y y^. Harvard Street Historic District ^Keeper iQ^UZy^ H ZZ^'Zo^ K.j W 

Attest 

\ 13. Kirkland Place Historic District A Keeper (kUJl j^^Juu f / ' f / i ' i 

v m l i . ^ * i . T t a r ^^^^^^ S-vV^-ii 

• 14.'^Maple Avenue Historic Dim,i|^^jLve Eevlew Keeper ^^^^fr^ \ 

Attest 

y X^. Ci ty Hal l Hi s to r i c D i s t r i c t ^ K e e p e r / / X . ^ ^ 4 ^ > , ^ ^ . ^?.S>, 

Attest 

y ^ . Ash street His to r ic D i s t r i c t ^ , ^ ^ . ^ ^ ^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^̂^ / ^ . / ^ . a x W , ^ .7.^, 

' - . •'. • ' ' ' ' ^ V. Attest 

y yt. Avon Hill Historic District v^Keeper 

. V/ \/'b..'^^'MaiiiS^'^^y'Ky 
. . : • -Z^Z ^ , ' - > Attest 

y 1^. Berkeley Street Historic ^ ^ ^ t j ^ , Keeper ^Z.AZ ^ A a ^ . ^ yi3.S:L 

' " ' ' Attest 

/ , 19. Cambridge Common Historic District Keeper .^UA^/tuy- i^^i thJ^h• S& 
Substantiva Bevlew 

• Attest -

/'I 20. Gold Coast Historic District Keeper //c^^ /y'>h 

. . . t y Attest ^K'yiX' ; / ' 



NATIONAL R E d l S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T 

Unn«4 StatM Dapartmut ol th* IntvHor 
National Paifc Sanica 

(ZiZf y Z i ^ yZ.iÂ Aî z. 2>/̂ /«6<i>-J) , 
^wr.^,\y Z&Af^^^e^r ^h^/^jy^ A^£yru<^ y^^£^ Working No. -2^^ ^ 

, ^ S t a t o , C a u n t y ^ ' y k ^ ^ Z / g ^ 2 £ ^ p , ^ . R , g _ P a f ; 

Fodorai Agoncy: Dato Pu«. ^ / / 7 / / > 
J ' ^ - V'V . V Action: « ^ f f r c P T v Z / V / 
f :1 roaubmission RETURN 
^ « nomination by paraon or locai govarnmant R E J E C T 

ownar objaction photos^:^ 
appaal maps 

Substantiva Raviaw: aampla raquast , appeal _i^NR dacision 

Vi \ Raviawar's commants: ^ , - \ 

\ 1 y^^^ ^.^-^ ^ -yyz.. yyzy 
[ ^ A y Z < ^ T . - . . y y : 

/ • , ; . Racom./Critaria ^ / ' • ' • ' • Racom./Critaria 
Raviawar -

DataT' i '^^^3_^ 
aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: tachnical corractions citad below 
: _ s u b s t a n t i v a raasons discussad balow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n V>s 'c. 

3 . Classif f icat ion 

4 . O w n e r off Property 

L o c a t i o n off Lega l Descr ipt ion 

Representa t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

•rgri 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

aummary paragraph 
complatanaas 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
dataa 
boundary aalaction 



6. Signifficance 

aummary paragraph 
eompiatanass 
clarity 
applicable critaria 
Justification of araas 

chackad 
ralating significance to 

tha resource 
contaxt 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of axcaption 
othar 

>. Major Bibl iographical Refferences 

1 0 . Oeograph ica l P a t a 

yZ^ZZyj..:...,.. 

1 1 . F o r m Prepared By 

1 2 . S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Offfficer Certiffication 
0̂ IMIa piV^arty artlMIn Bw aMMe 1ST 

1 3 . Othar 

Maps 
Photographs 
Othar 

Quastions concerning this nomination may ba directed to 

Signad Da te__ Phona: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Commants for any Itam may ba contlnuad on an attachad ahaat 























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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