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. The North Fork Rlver 1s a- magor trlbutary ef the,Fortymlle River .in. the
eastern Interior of Alagka. Originally, the southeasterly path of the North:

- Fork River was interrupted by a rock ridge 100 feet thick at the base and

over 100 feet high. This rock rldge ‘caused a two and: three quarter (2 3/74)
,mlle oxbow meander to the west. : - - ! :

V'Around 1904, a group of workers w1th the flnanc1a1 backlng of an English
flnvestment corporatlon, used powder charges to blast a flfteen (lS)foot w1de
-opening - through a rock- r:.dge, chang:.ng the courseof: Th

‘eroded to a forty (40) foot w1dth by 1905 and todé?'

;feet w1de.,, o

The art1f1c1al channel that was created resulted in the dralnlng of the two
: 1and three quarter (2 3/4) mile meander, leaV1ng only twe (2) standlng pools
- of water.

The orlglnal channel had a steady gradlent aleng its path of six (6) feet per
3m11e., The new channel now includes two (2) falls, one of fifteen (15) feet and
one of - two (2) feet. ~ For recreationists floata.ng the river, this new channel
'requ:Lres ‘a portage around the -falls, although fish, predominantly Arctlc Grayl:l.ng, :
- are able to. nav1gate these obstacles with mlnlmal effort.' . :

,The remains of a small mining settlement associated with the work at the K:mk
_and the expected mining of the ox-bow 3s also visible .today. One cabin is standing
-and seven foundations can be seen. . The cabin contains remmnants of use including an
- 0ld stowe, bed, cupboards, utensils, food staples, cleths, and tools. 0ld hand
equipment and refuse dumps associated with e g, are also
»scattered around the area. :
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

- The Portymile River Basin, 1ocated in the eastern Interior of Alaska has
- a rich gold mining history dating back to 1886. .In that year, a man by
the name of Franklin, made the first slgnlflcant discovery of gold.on

the South Fork of the Fortymile River, at a creek now named Franklin
Gulch. This discovery triggered a minor stampede of prospectors into.
‘the Fortymile area. Even today gold mining'remains a significant source
of income to the area's inhabitants.

The river channel whlch was bypassed . in approx1mately 1904 by blastlng
through a rock ridge, was suspected of containing very profitable  amounts
-of gold. This proved false, however, after draining of the channel.
- When prospects showed no type of gold mining. to be flnanclally feasible,
- the site was abandoned. ,

-While appearing to be an easy task to complete with today:'s technology,
the Kink was a major engineering feat in that time and place. It was
accomplished in a relatively uncharted wilderness without benefit of
machinery or any developed transporation or communication system. This
area typlcally has harsh winters broken only by short, unpredicatable
summers. :

When all other remnants, artifacts, and reminders of this colorful
"goldrush" era of Alaskan history are gone, the Kink will remain. It
serves as a permanent monument to the major undertakings by man that
‘were common in the pursuit of gold at the turn of the century.

Today, the Kink retains the remoteness of that early era. It is 19 air
miles from the nearest road and 82 air miles from the nearest settlement
with communication capability. This segment of river has been proposed
for inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System and received
significant use by canoe a.nd rafting enthusiasts.
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