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1. Name of Property 

historic name Wendell Town Common Hisrorir. hi strict 

Other names/site number 

2. Location 
Roughly bounded by Depot, Lock 's V i l l a g e , Montague 

street & number and Morse V i l l a g e Roads 

City or town. Wendell 

j}/tAl not for publication 

NEi vicinity 

state Massachusetts code MA county F r a n k l i n code 011 zip code ni •H7Q 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this E nomination 
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
SI meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally • statewide K locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

^nature of certifying official/Title j u j j Q h g . 
IH 

McDonough?^'® Execut ive D i r e c t o r 
sachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, State H i s t o r i c P rese rva t ion O f f i r . p r 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. ( D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Parle Service Certification 
Siojwture of the Keeper S a t e r s S 2 i l i^SB ^^^^ °* Action hereby certify that the properly is: 

1^' entered in the National Register. 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

n removed from the National 
Register. 

n other, (explain:) 



Wendell Town Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Name of Property 

F r a n k l i n County 
Massachusetts 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

(Check as many boxes as apply) 

S private 
S public-local ' , 
• public-State ^ 
• public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

; r : • building(s) ' ' 
» i 0 district 

• site 
„ • • structure 

• object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.) 

Contributing 
19 

Noncontributing 
5 

27 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from Instructions) ' ' ' 

DOMESTIC; si n g l e d w e l l i n g ; h o t e l 

GOVERNMENT; c i t y h a l l 

RELIGION; r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e 

FUNERARY; cemetery 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE; a g r i c u l t u r a l b u i l d i n g 

RnnCATTON: c;r.hnn1; l i b r a r y 

COMMERCE/TRADE; store 

LANDSCAPE: s t r e e t f u r n i t u r e , object 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC; si n g l e d w e l l i n g ; h o t e l 

GOVERNMENT : c i t y h a l l 

RELIGION; religious structure 

FUNERARY; cemetery 

AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE: a g r i c u l t u r a l bu 

EDUCATION: school; l i b r a r y 

LANDSCAPE; street f u r n i t u r e , obiect 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Federal 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

foundation. 

walls 

Stone 

Clapboard 

Colon i a l Revival 

roof. Asphal t 

other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 









United Statee Department of the imerior 
National Park Service v 

National Register of Historic Places '.:..M',...:.::'h^^ 
Continuation Sheet .... ........^:....:z£^: 

Wendell Town Common Historic D i s t r i c t , 
Section number _ I _ "Page _ 4 Wendell, Massachusetts 

North Orange Carver, Jonathan Allen of Bernardston, MA, Solomon Ahley of 
Deerfield, MA, Chapin Shop of Bernardston, MA, and others. Motifs include urn 
and willow, and um and arch. 

The d i s t r i c t ' s core i s the Wendell Common (MHC #A-TC1), a rectangular area of 
open land established by 1780 and expanded ca. 1900. Young trees encircle the 
Common's edges and a path extends diagonally from southwest to northeast. A 
gazebo existed at the south end of the Coimnon u n t i l at least the 
late-nineteenth century. 

Stone walls of undetermined dates exist on several properties I n the d i s t r i c t , 
including the G.W. Fleimning House, the Parsonage, and the Luke 0. Leach Barn. 

Several barns dating from the nineteenth century survive I n the d i s t r i c t . 
These are the Leach Barn, Deport Road (ca. 1890s, MHC #A4), and barns 
associated with the Parsonage, and the Howe-Gould House. 

Archaeological Description , 

No prehistoric sites are recorded I n the d i s t r i c t or i n the general area 
(vd-thin one m i l e ) . I n general the pot e n t i a l f o r recovering s i g n i f i c a n t 
prehistoric remains w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t i s low because locational c r i t e r i a 
(slope, drainage, distance to water) f o r the area are not favorable for ! * -
prehistoric settlement, > 

There i s a high p o t e n t i a l f o r s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c archaeological remains 
wi t h i n the d i s t r i c t . Additional h i s t o r i c a l research followed by controlled 
testing and excavations can help determine the location of primary structures 
and outbuildings which no longer survive i n the d i s t r i c t . Structural remains 
are p a r t i c u l a r l y Important f o r 18th century residences and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
building f o r which no examples survive. Remains of the 1781 meetinghouse may 
survive i n the d i s t r i c t near the cemetery (1782). Structural remains may also 
exist f o r 19th century residences and coimnerclal stmctures. Survivals may 
exist f o r the Federal Period Joshua Green House which stood at the northwest 
corner of Montague and Depot Roads. Archaeological features may also survive : -
for the ca. 1800 William Flemming House, an inn and a blacksmith's shop. 
Survivals may also exist at the o r i g i n a l location of ca. 1820 Henry Green's 
store which was moved from Morse Village Road and added as a wing to the ca. 
1845 Howe-Gould House on Locks Village Road. Several horse and carriage barns I ' , 
survive i n the d i s t r i c t attached or adjacent to homes. Additional examples of 
these types of outbuildings also l i k e l y survive i n the archaeological record 
with buildings no longer extant and with extant early to mid 19th century 
structures on Montague Road, Depot Road, Morse Village Road and Locks Village 
Road. Other types of 18th through 19th century archaeological features which 
l i k e l y survive with residences, coimnerclal and i n s t i t u t i o n a l structures 
Include occupational features such as trash p i t s , p r i v i e s , wells and sheet 
refuse. ..... .-̂̂  u 

• • ~- • ' • (end) • 



Wendell Town Common H i s t o r i c ' D i s t r i c t 
Name of Property 

Franklin County 
Massachusetts 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(IVIarl< "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

: i '•• 
H A Property is associated with events that have made 

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. i - , „ , ,^ 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

H C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history., , 

Criteria Considerations ; -

{Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
[XI A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

SI B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

1x1 D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 
COMMUNITY PT.ANNTNH nF.VFT.nPMFNT 

Period of Significance 

1782-194? 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

Significant Person 

(Complete If Criterion B is marked above) 

N /A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Leach, Luke, 0 . 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibilograpiiy 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register • 
• previously determined eligible by the National >• 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record* 

Primary location of additional data: 

IXl State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government 
• University ,. 
• Other -

Name of repository: 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



Wendell Town Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
Name of Property V'e', '.• a if 

Franklin County 
Massachusetts 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property approximately 26 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

.-
1 I 1| Sl I 7| l l 3| 7| 6i ol I 4i ?! l l 4| Oi 2i ol 

Zone Easting Northing 

2 l l i8 I I? l l I S I B I O I O I I 4 i 7 l i n l 7 i f t i n l 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

... 

3 I l l S l I 7l l l 3l 9i 3i ol I 4i ?! l l .li 7i f>i nl 
Zone Easting Northing 

4 l l |8 I | 7 | l | 3 | 9 | 2 | 0 | l 4 i 7 h i 3 l 6 i 9 i o l 
^ See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
Jean S. Forward, Wendell H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Kim Withers Brengle 

name/title NR E d i t . Consul tant w i t h Betsy F r i edbe rg , NR D i r e c t o r , MHC 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

street & number 80 Boyls ton S t ree t 

date A p r i l 1992 

city or town Boston 

te lephone ( 6 1 7 ^ 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

state MA zip code 0?11 ft 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following Items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs . 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number. 

city or town 

telephone 

state zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any etspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 







United states Department of the Interior . ^ . 
National Park Service • 

;Nattonal Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Wendell Town Common Historic D i s t r i c t , 
Wendell, Massachusetts 

Section number 'Page 2 _ . w , - . . 

The only house i n the d i s t r i c t with an attached barn i s the George Washington 
Flemming House (ca. 1843), which was b u i l t by the son of William Flemming, 
whose e a r l i e r house stood nearby. Attributed to Luke Leach, the house had 
sunken panel cornerboards and other simple Greek Revival d e t a i l i n g p r i o r to < ̂ . . -̂  
modern a l t e r a t i o n s . - ; ' 

Constructed ca. 1845, the Howe-Gould House r e f l e c t s several periods of . > 
a l t e r a t i o n and i s the only known hotel i n the d i s t r i c t . I t s second owner, 
Lyman G. Gould, operated the house as a hot e l , "Summit House." I n the mid 
1870s he i s believed to have added the small wing which had formerly been 
Henry Green's Store (MHC #A10), and ca. 1890 he added the large wraparound 
porch. 

Three of the d i s t r i c t ' s i n s t i t u t i o n a l / c i v i c buildings are characteristic r u r a l 
Greek Revival styl e public buildings which were completed i n the mid 1840s. 
Sources are contradictory regarding the Baptist Church/Town Hall (MHC #A11). 
There are references to the Baptist meetinghouse which stood o r i g i n a l l y on New 
Salem Road east of the d i s t r i c t having been moved to i t s present location i n 
1845, while other sources refer to the building having been constructed that 
year by l o c a l builder Luke 0. Leach. The church s i t e at the head of the Town 
Common was given by George Richardson with the proviso that i f there was no 

'": preaching service there f o r a period of twenty years, the property would 
revert back to him or his estate. This occurred, and the property was 
purchased by Selectman Charles M. Ballou from the Richardson estate, and sold 
i n 1919 to the Town to house municipal o f f i c e s . The building s t i l l serves as 
Town H a l l . 

Like the Baptist Church/Town H a l l , the Town Hall/School House (MHC #A6) i s 
att r i b u t e d to Luck 0. Leach i n 1846. The building housed town meetings and 
other municipal functions u n t i l these were moved to the former Baptist Church 
i n 1919. Since then i t has been used as a school, maintaining the 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l focus of the d i s t r i c t . 

The Central Congregational Church (MHC #A2) i s also a t t r i b u t e d to Leach, and 
was erected i n 1846 f o r a congregation established i n 1774. I t replaced a 
Wendell's o r i g i n a l meetinghouse begun i n 1781 and having dimensions of 55' x 
40'. I t o r i g i n a l l y was dominated by a three-stage steeple, altered by ca. 
1900. The church remains i n active use. 

A small, vernacular wood-frame building of the mid-nineteenth century survives 
on Morse Village Road, east of the Common. The Old School House (MHC #66) i s 
the d i s t r i c t ' s most modest i n s t i t u t i o n a l building, and i s representative of 

? the r u r a l d i s t r i c t schools common during the nineteenth century. Erected 
p r i o r to 1871, t h i s school was used u n t i l the Town Hall/School House ceased 
use as a Town Hall i n 1919. This building was subsequently converted to a 
residence. 

'? ; V • (continued) , • ., , . ... . • . ,. • •• • ;̂ _ • 







Wendell Town Common Historic District 
Wendell, Massachusetts 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Page 1 of 2 

MAP# MHC# NAME , • ADDRESS DATE STATUS STYLE RESOURCE 

407/68 A801 Wendell Center Cemetery Center of Common 1782 C NA Si 
Cast Iron Fence C 0 

407/65 G.W. Fleming House & Bam Depot Rd. ca. 1843 C Greek Revival B 
Outbuilding NC B 
Stone wall C 0 

A Rubert Goddard House Depot Rd. ca. 1820 NC Greek Revival Vernacular B 
407/16.1 Leach Bam Depot Rd. ; ca. 1890s C New England Barn B 

Stone Wall c 0 
407/15 Luke Osgood Leach House Depot Rd. ca. 1839 C Greek Revival B 
407/13 m Town Hall/School House Depot Rd. 1846 c Greek Revival H 
V NA Town Lot Depot Rd. 
408/18 A l l Baptist Church/Town Hall "Head of Common" 1845 • ' C Greek Revival B 

Shed ^ C B 
E Town Fire Station "Head of Common" mid-20th c. NC B 
408/75 \ W. Wendell Free Library Locks Village Rd. 1921 C Greek Revival ^ . B 

2 Millstones C 2 0 
408/74 - clark-Stebbins-Lewis House Locks Village Rd. ca. 1835 c Greek Revival B 
408/19 A9 Howe-Gould House Locks Village Rd. ca. 1845, ca. 1890 C Greek Revival ' 1 
408/19 AlO Henry Green's Store Locks Village Rd. ca. 1820 C Greek Revival 1 

Barn mid-19th c. C B 
407/9 15 Pasonage Montague Rd. 1823 C Federal B 

Barn ; ^ C t 
Stone Walls , ,1 0 

T L o t „ Montague Rd. 

t Lot Montague Rd. "** .-

B NA Apollo's Barn Montague Rd. ca. 1880-1900 NC NA ; * \ . 
407/69 A2 Central Congregational Church Morse Village Rd. 1846 C Greek Revival B 

Carriage House 1846 f C 

•• "' 
B 

C • m • Machie Cottage * " Morse Village Rd. ca. 1950s ^ •. NC Vernacular B 
D NA 2 Trailer homes / Morse Village Rd. mid-20th c. • C NA B 



MAP# MHC# NAME 
4-

Wendell Town Common Historic District 
Wendell, Massachusetts 
DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

ADDRESS DATE 

> ^ 

STATUS STYLE 

Page 2 of 2 

RESOURCE 

407/73 66 
408/16 A12 
408/15 A13 
407/66, 408/17 Al 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 

Old School House 
Chittenden/Gates House 
J. Forbes Building 
Wendell Common ^ 

Morse Village Rd. 
Morse Village Rd. 
Morse Village Rd. 

pre-1871 
ca. 1843 
ca. 1858-1871 

C Greek Revival Vernacular B 
C Greek Revival B 
C Greek Revival .̂^ B 
C NA ^ Si 

19 Contributing Buildings 
2 Contributing Sites 
6 Contributing Objects 

5 Noncontributing Building 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE JOITA'.;!! 1 r.^./.-ir 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES j nvo . -
' EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET ' ̂  1̂ 1..' 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION '. . .. ..„._. ...„., 

PROPERTY Wendell Town Common H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
NAME: .:t i ., -vj. -r f .. s i .ri 

MULTIPLE . - IIOIT'3 '! g J 
NAME: 

'*'<•> f ITF.V i !• .i E.':̂  n ' r. ^ I j j - ^ i f i t .{ I t v;; _ J 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, F r a n k l i n .-.,[ £ .i - r- ,,i 

• 
DATE RECEIVED: ' ^ 4/21/92 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/05/92 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 5/21/92 DATE OF 45TH DAY: . 6/05/92 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: ' . . i l l - ' r r a 
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APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N _ 

.i a o I .J fc'"j.. • 1 , t . ' • 

COMMEJ>fT'' WAIVER: N^ ^ 

ACCEPT RETURN R E J E C T 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

%J / 
V' 

AT AG • aA:;>IH'if';:-jOOao 

• 'o'iq^,, i-q^im .,, r^qFin jr:>-•,-ie 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVIEWER j.h.m ih..> r-* anlmcai &id:t p a i n x'^'inr--} c.f)o.i 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see a t t a c h e d comments Y/N see a t t a c h e d SLR Y/N l>'.*r.n)i.; 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c c u r r e n t 

DESCRIPTION 

. a r c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

.materials 

. d e s c r i p t i v e t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE i ; -

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below j ' 

Sp e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t ^ • 
Statement of Si g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 1 . 
clarity y ^ 
a p p l i c a b l e c r i t e r i a .• • : , • r #1 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked ,| ?*' 
r e l a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o s i g n i f i c a n c e 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ver b a l boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

f • 4 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be d i r e c t e d t o . .. 

Phone 

Signed ' Date 









































April 7, 1992 

APR 2 i 1992 

NATIONAL 
REQISTER 

Carol Shuil 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shuil: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination form: 

Wendell Town Common Histo r i c D i s t r i c t , Wendell (Franklin County), 
Massachusetts 01379. . . 

The nomination has been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and has been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were n o t i f i e d of 
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and 
were afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to 
date. • • • 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

enclosure * * 

cc: Jean S. Forward, Chairperson, Wendell H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
Theodore E. Lewis, Chairman, Wendell Board of Selectmen 
Kim Withers Brengle, Northfields Preservation Associates 

t 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDoi\ough, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

«̂ ; r̂ ,̂ Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S r̂retor)) 


