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This parador or inn is a 'modest' example of plantation architecture. It is a
2-gtory rectangular wood frame structure with-exterior wood siding. The general
lines follow the traditional design for plantation great houses, having a core
(rectangular in this case) surrounded by an exterior gallery which is columned.
It has a gabledand hipped roofs, and an interior patio: This is the Spanish
colonial element not usually found in such houses elsewhere, This interior patio-
or atrium is open to the sky withs square opening above, and an interior gallery
on the first and second floors overlooking it. A central stairway leads up to
the first floor exterior gallery, and above it is a pediment which adds a touch
of elegance or 'importance' to the structure. o

There have been alterations, these are confined to the rear of the building --
such as the installation of a swimming pool and and extension to the house itself,
since it has become a tourist guest house.

The materials are the usual local hardwood, and the substituftion of what must have
been a tile rodf by the contemporary zinc sheeting. The interior spaces are quite
airy, the doors or wooden wall partitions all are with slats(ﬁsually decorativé)for
ventilation. +The windows are louvered.

The original floors of wood are still there, unfortunately the porch or gallery
floors have been changed to linoleum.
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Although it is not very old, it was built around 1910, the Casa del Frances
(house of the Frenchman) is the only example of plantation residence on the
island of Vieques, and one of the few remaining intact in the Commonwealth of

Puerto Rico.

It was the residence of a French sugar plantation owner - Henri Muraille -
and ~thus one of the last remains of French influence on Vieques. The island
was first occupied by the French, but socon-after it became a colony of Spain
in 1647. Under the Spanish Crown however, Frenchmen held important posts, as
the island was inhabited by a mostly French speaking population. The first
military Governar, Theodore Leguilleur, was a Frenchman. Many of the streets
on the island and in the main town, Isabel II, retain French names.
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