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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL OOMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET . 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

AUG 0 4 1S89 

Town 

Address 

AREA FORM NO. 

Prospeqt 
H i l l 131 

Sonerville MRA 

63 Colunbus Avenue 

Historic Name S. £. Srackett House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketcil Map: Draw map shewing property's location 
Ln relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
jeographical features. Indicate all buildings 
setween inventoried property and nearest 
LntersectiCTi(s). 
[ndicate north • 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

Use: Present residential 

Original residential 

DESC31IPTIC»I 

Date C3. 1880 

Source 

Style 

nap research 

second enpire 

Architect unicnown 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle covered claoboar 

Outbuildings ciaraoe ^M^.) 

Major Alterations (with dates) -yio <H<rt̂  

Shingle treatment covers orininal siding 

Conditicxi excellent 

TO REFERINCE 19 - 327/500 - ^694/o80  

SGS QUADRANGLE 

CALE 1 !25>000 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Setting; The Brackett Hosue occupies a 
prominent site on Prospect H i l l , in an urban 
residential neighborhood. Other houses i n 
the area are l a t e - 1 9 t h century mansards 
Second Empire, gable end d w e l l i n g s . 
I t i s a w e l l main ta ined neighborhood. 

Recorded by Betsy Friedbern. Preservation 

CrganizaticD Mass. Historical 

Date f-̂ ŷ 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITE3UA STRTaffiNT ( i f applicable) 

The S. E. Brackett House is a handsomelt de ta i led , in tact example of the 
Second Empire Sty le , displaying a wide va r i e t y of ornamentation, and is 
representat ive of the f ine homes of some pretention being b u i l t fo r Somerviiie 
businessmen in the decades a f t e r the C i v i l War.̂  The house is h i s t o r i c a l l y 
s ign i f i can t fo r i t s association with Somervilles subdivision in the late-19th 
century and wi th i t s commercial development. The property re ta ins i n t e g r i t y 
of l oca t i on , design, se t t i ng , mater ia ls , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and association 
and f u l f i l l s C r i te r ia A and C of the National Register of H is to r i c Places on 

ĵ fe|ji!l̂ &.̂ 3R^ ̂ •*HJNll;'ICftNCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the aorarunity^ 

One of the most pretentious Second Empire residences extant in the C i t y , the 
S. E. Brackett House is except ional ly wel l preserved^retaining a va r i e t y of 
period d e t a i l s . This late Mansard house three bays wide and 2 1/2 stor ies in 
height has a central pav i l l i on f lanked by one-story polygonal bays res t ing on * 
panelled bases. An entry porch forms the p a i r l i o n ' s base. The steep, 
straight-edge manS'ard roof is covered by s la te in a number of pat terns. The 
facade of the house is flush-boarded in an attempt to simulate ashlar 
masonry. Some i-n pairs and s ing l y , have d r ^ moldings. There is a va r ie t y of 
simple applied wooden ornament. A sawtooth ed cornice un i fy ing the tower and 
main block is pa r t i cu l a r l y noteworthy. . • * 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the develĉ anent of the conmunity. 

The Brackett House and i t s neighbor, the James H. Brooks House (#130) are 
s i tuated on the most desirable lo ts of I r a H i l l ' s 1870 Warren/Columbus Avenue 
subdiv is ion. This house was b u i l t ca. 1880 and was owned by S. E. Brackett a 
local merchant. Most residents of Prospect H i l l in the late-19th century were 
businessmen or professionals, whi le a number commuted to Boston by then 
read i l y avai lable publ ic t ransporat ion, others had busine««s in nearby Union 
Square. 

BIBLIOGRAKIY and/or REFERENCES 

Hopkins, G. M. Atlas of the C i ty of Somervi i ie, 1874, 1884, 

%7 
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HPS Farm 104004 
(M6) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Pieces 
Continuation Slieet 

OMB Afiprovtl No 10l*O0ie 

Section number Page 

Name 
State 

Somerviiie MPS 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

11. Adams—Magoun House 

12. Bacon, C l i f t o n , House 

fintared i n tee 
National Beglat eeper 

Attest 

Attest 

fA'^ 

(.L13. Barnes, Walter S. and Melissa E., ,̂ -̂ ;̂pHCeeper 

House jjgubstantlve Eevlew, Attest 

14. 

15, 

16, 

B,ac.ett. S.E., House ^g^'L^UterV^P" ^^^^^^-^^^^^^^ ^ TA^A'T 

Attest 

Broadway Winter H i l l Congr^atloji^^^ , ^TcTeper^^^^^if^^ 

^ Hatlonal Reglstar Church zkA/ 
Attest 

Brooks, James H., House fintered I n the ^Keeper 
,.. .:,. Hatlonal legietei ^ l-

V A t t e s t 

17. Central Library Sntere-? In tha p e e p e r . 

A t t e s t 

fintered 1Q the ^ p e r , 
Hatlonal fieglater ' 

A t t e s t 

fintered i n the r / t ^ 
Cook, Thomas, House National Hegiater 1 Keeper^ 

18. C l i f f , Z.E., House 

19. 

-y——7 

9Aimf 

20. 

Attest 

ŷ Ĉeeper Cooper—Davenport Tavern Wing 
Er.terG'I l a tbg 
Hatlonal Se^'latai: Attest 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Brackett, S. E., House 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Somerviiie MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 8/04/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 8/15/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 8/31/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 9/18/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 89001252 / 

NOMINATOR: STATE V 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: " 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N . 

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 9 / / ^ / ^ ? DATE Sf^®*^,*^ 
/ ' ' — Satlonal fleglstep 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA 
REVI EWER ~_ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

ar c h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
materials 
descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph ,^ , f --
completeness * • ' 
c l a r i t y • ̂  / • = 
applicable criteria ' '^'^ " 1 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
r e l a t i n g significance t o the resource 
context 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of i n t e g r i t y t o significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
ÛTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning t h i s nomination may be directed t o 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500253 


