AGO04 1S
tt)RVB - BU LD NG

AEA FORVIND
MSSACHLEETTS H STGR GAL GDMISS ON prospeat .
80 BOASTON STREET .
BOSTON M 02116
Tom Sonerville N®RA
Addr ess 63 ol unbus Avenue
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white) Indicate address of Use Present residential
property on back of photo.
Staple toleft side of form Original residential
DESC3PTICH
Date C3. 1880
Sour ce nap research
Style second enpire
. _ . Architect unicnown
Ketcil Nyp: Drawnap shew ng property's |ocation
Ln relationto nearest cross streets and/ or Exterior Wall Fabric shingle covered claoboar
jeographical features. [Indicate all buildings
setween inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings cdiaace  ~M7)
LntersectiCTi(s).
[ndicate north .

Magjor Alterations (with dates) -yio <t

Shingle treatment covers orininal siding
See Attached Assessor's M

Conditicxi excellent
Moved 1o Date n/a
Acreage | ess than one acre

Setting; The Brackett Hosue occupies a
prominent site on Prospect Hill, in an urban
residential neighborhood. @ Other houses in
the area are late-19th century mansards
Second Empire, gable end dwellings.

It is a well maintained neighborhood.
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITE3UA STRTaffiNT (if applicable)

The S. E. Brackett House is a handsomelt detailed, intact example of the
Second Empire Style, displaying a wide variety of ornamentation, and is
representative of the fine homes of some pretention being built for Somerviiie
businessmen in the decades after the Civil War”™ The house is historically
significant for its association with Somervilles subdivision in the late-19th
century and with its commercial development. The property retains integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association
and fulfills Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on

MeilN& 23RN AHINLICINCE  Describe important ar chitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the aorarunity™

One of the most pretentious Second Empire residences extant in the City, the

S. E. Brackett House is exceptionally well preserved”retaining a variety of

period details. This late Mansard house three bays wide and 2 1/2 stories in

height has a central pavillion flanked by one-story polygonal bays resting on *
panelled bases. An entry porch forms the pairlion's base. The steep,

straight-edge manSard roof is covered by slate in a number of patterns. The

facade of the house is flush-boarded in an attempt to simulate ashlar

masonry. Some i pairs and singly, have dr” moldings. There is a variety of

simple applied wooden ornament. A sawtooth ed cornice unifying the tower and

main block is particularly noteworthy. . o ¥

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role ovneas played in local or state history axd hew the
building relates to the devdc*anent of the conmunity.

The Brackett House and its neighbor, the James H. Brooks House (#130) are
situated on the most desirable lots of Ira Hill's 1870 Warren/Columbus Avenue
subdivision. This house was built ca. 1880 and was owned by S. E. Brackett a
local merchant. Most residents of Prospect Hill in the late-19th century were
businessmen or professionals, while a number commuted to Boston by then
readily available public transporation, others had busine««s in nearby Union
Square.
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