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Fern Mountain Ranch stands on the western slopes of the San Francisco Peaks, looking 
across Hart Prairie to Mt. Humphreys. Five of the original buildings (constructed of 
pine, aspen, fir, and spruce cut from the nearby forests) are still in use.

The house (X-l), which faces east is a rectangular 1% story log building with a 
shingle roof. Gable ends are vertical plank and so are the doors. Logs are chinked 
with mud. The building is approximately 15' x 35'.

The dining room (X-2) was built in a line with the house and is similar in size, shape, 
and construction. The space between the two buildings was at one time filled in with 
a one-story vertical plank addition, but this was removed ca. 1934. There is now a 
small log addition on the northwest corner. There is a small dormer on the east side. 
Mud chinking has been reinforced with concrete and a concrete foundation has been added 
The building is approximately 15' x 35'.

The barn and stable (x-3) has had some additions but the original stalls remain. The 
structure is approximately 80' long with two 60' wings. The barn was evidently con 
structed in three sections, all of logs with vertical plank gabled roofs. The logs of 
the south addition have been squared. The stalls are also of log and have shingle 
roofs. Corral fences are of log and pasture fences are split rails.

The two small outbuildings are of logs. X-4 is a storage shed with a corrugated roof 
layered with dirt and is approximately 10' x 12'. X-5 is a 12' x 20' cabin with 
shingle roof and vertical plank gables.

There are three structures from the 1930s. Building A is a log shed large enough to 
hold four cars. Building B is a residence built by Wilson of stained logs and appears 
to have been constructed in four sections. Roofs are shingled and have horizontal 
plank gable ends. Building C is a small frame playhouse with a shingled roof.
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Fern Mountain Ranch is notable as a pioneer Arizona ranch which is virtually unchanged. 
The original buildings are still in use. The ranch also played an important role in 
the development of the Grand Canyon as a tourist attraction. :

August Dillman Freudenberger and his wife settled in Flagstaff in the 1880s. In 1887, 
they took over the Daggs brewery there. (During World War I, Freudenberger dropped 
his last name and was known as Gus Dill man.)

About 1890 the Freudenbergers decided to go into ranching and acquired the land for 
Fern Mountain Ranch. They constructed a log house, a barn,and several outbuildings 
and secured a patent to the land in 1896.

In May of 1892, the Santa Fe Railroad Company started a tri-weekly tourist stage to 
the Grand Canyon from Flagstaff. The 12 hour trip covered 65 miles and required three 
relays. The first relay station was at Fern Mountain Ranch 18 miles from the starting 
point at Flagstaff's Bank Hotel. The ranch stables housed the relay horses.

The ranch was not scheduled as a meal stop but Mrs. Freudenberger always had sandwiches 
and cold milk or buttermilk ready for the passengers. The cabin adjoining the house 
was used as a dining room. As many as 900 people traveled this route each year. 
Theodore Roosevelt once stopped here. After 1901, the tourists traveled to the Canyon 
by train.

In 1928, the ranch was purchased by Robert T. Wilson, one time Mayor of Corpus Christi, 
Texas. Mrs. Wilson is a writer. They decided that Arabian horses and half-Arabs would 
be well-suited to Arizona ranch needs and acquired the famous Army Remount stallion 
Ribal, importing Arab, Saddlebred, and Thoroughbred mares at the same time. Fern 
Mountain Ranch then became the first in Arizona to raise Arabian horses. Ribal was of 
imported English stock and his name is on pedigrees of many outstanding horses. Ribal 
appears in Historic Photo #10. The ranch is now owned by Wilson's son, Richard, and 
is leased to the Museum of Northern Arizona.
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