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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Alexander Gilmore House of Calais, designed by an M. Stead and built
c. 1850 by a B. Bassford, is a remote and charming example of the early Gothic
Revival style in a domestic context.

The 2%-story house is of frame construction with cross-gabled roofs, two
brick chimneys, and clapboard siding. A first-story porch, supported by slender
posts(connected by Gothic arches in wood), covers all of the southeast-facing
facade and most of the.southwest:sider of tbhe.dwélitng.

| The facade is 3 bays wide with a central entrance, To either side of the

| doorway is a 6/6 window. The second floor features a central balustraded
balcony and doorway, flanked by narrow 4/4 windaws. This balcony is covered
by a grojecting gable, which is ornately decorated with a carved barge board,
finial, and pendant.

The southwest side of the house is hardly less important than the facade.
This is dominated by two gable-ends flanking another central entrance. Here
again, elaborate bargeboards, finials, and pendants are present. Fenestration
is 6/6, with labelled moldings in the first and second stories, The single
window in the half-story of each gable is 4/4. The central bay over the north
entrance consists of a cluster of three 4/4 windows,

The northwest and northeast sides of the building, which face the St, Croix
River, are of secondary significance, but here too the trim is ornate. A
two-story ell extends northeastward from the northeast wall of the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Gilmore House 1s the finest of an unusual row of three intricately
detailed Gothic Revival houses evidentally constructed contempaneously in
the early 1850's. The sophistication displayed in the design of this house
by M. Stead is most unusual considering the fact that Calais in this period
was basically a frontier town just beginning to emerge as a cormercial and
industrial center,

The earliest known and probably original owner of the house was
Alexander Gilmore, born in Belfast, Ireland in 1821, who emmigrated to New
Brunswick,in 1838 and shortly thereafter appeared in Calais where he rapidly
established himself as a highly prosperous merchant. His first wife, for
whom the house was very likely built, died .-in 1854 and Gilmore remarried
in 1856. Two children were born in Calais. At some later time he moved to
New York where he died, date unknown. ’

The steep pitched double gable arrangement with recessed tripartite
window between on the southwest facade is very similar to the 1849 Henry
Byady: House in Brunswick(N. R, 2/24/75) designed by Gervaise Wheeler and
published in Andrew Jackson Downing's The Architecture of Country Homses:
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The two other Gothic houses, while interesting in detail, are more
vernacular and do not reflect the sophistication of the Gilmore House.

Whether or not they were designed by M. Stead, they are not considered to
be of National Register quality.




