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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN D ORI GIN Al_ (H known) PHYSIC Al_ APPEARANCE

The Cape May Lighthouse is situated at the Southern point of 
New Jersey directly across from the Hen lopen Light in Delaware. 
It is one hundred and seventy five feet high and can be seen for 
over nineteen miles. The lighthouse is solid white except for the 
bright red brick lantern.

The lighthouse light gives a four second, two million candle 
power flash every thirty seconds from a height of one hundred sixty 
five feet above sea level. The original lens has been removed.

The spiral staircase extends the height of the structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

It has been said that the English built a lighthouse here in 
at the same time as the one that was built on Cape Hen, lopen. There is 
not sufficient evidence to actually confirm this, though.

After the Revolutionary War, Congress authorized a commision to 
purchase a site on Cape May for a lighthouse. By a deed dated September 
23, 1785, Thomas Hand 2nd conveyed a tract of land on a high bluff to 
the Board of Wardens of She.Port of Philadelphia. A letter of November 
12, 1785 confirms this conveyance. No records confirm whether a light­ 
house was actually built on this land which has long since been covered 
by the Ocean.

In 1821, Congress again approved an appropriation for building a 
lighthouse on Cape May. The structure was completed in October of 1823. 
This lighthouse was seventy five feet high. It had a stone foundation 
and the walls were twenty five feet in diameter and six feet thick at 
the base. It tapered to two and one half feet at the top.

By I8ii7 this lighthouse had to be moved as the sea had encroached 
to such an extent that the tower was surrounded by water and the founda­ 
tion was threatened. The site of this lighthouse is now one hundred yards 
out from the present shore line.

This 1823 lighthouse was rebuilt on a high bluff called Great Island 
about one-third a mile from its present position. The existing lighthouse 
was erected at Cape May Point in_l859. The 18U7 lighthouse was torn down. 
All that remains is a remnent of the base.

The 1859 lighthouse is situated on land that was part of "The Cape 
May Plantation" of John Stites, mariner, who purchased it from the West 
Jersey Society. He conveyed it to his older son John, from whom the gov­ 
ernment purchased it in 1822.
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, tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set- 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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