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The ^Torwichtown historic /District, este 
1967, is mnde un of the orj.prj.nal -reen 
radiating streets. The Green is a trie 
soaced. structures, most of which were bu: 
the outstanding buildings here are Joseol 
and Dr. Daniel Lathrop's School, standing 
the Green.K

The Silversmith's Shop (National AQp-ister 10/6/7 
 roofed building of frame construction, built by 
177ii. Its unusual feature is the wooden, shutter 
and bottom rather than from side to side. Just 
erected throuyS tSo efforts of Dr. Daniel "".ath 
five hundred pounds for an endowed free ?rarr:nar 
the following year, it is believed to be one o:' 
horses still standing in trie State. ~t is of tS.

ei^ of one an

Mor^dch in 
b'^Maries on the 

su^ro;:ncfi^ by closely 
Two of 

's Shop 
ide of

rpenter in 1772
s which c;eet from top 
to the east is the school, 
rop, who left a legacy of 
school, in 1782. quilt 
t'p.e earliest brick school^ 
e s"m.e scale as tlie Silver- 
half stories and havinp

Alon^r Dast Town Street and Funtin^ton T ,ane are sorae of the most handsome 
houses in tVi e district. The General Jedediah ""-"u.ntinrton* Fouse ^Tas built 
in 1765 for one of the no re illustrious milit r rj r.ien of t'ae -Evolutionary 
Period, (^atio-^al Depdster l.S/6/': S). A "s.arpc r-e or pi an* house, it is of 
tvrin-chirnney,, center ha'.lvray form vdth -aiabrel roof and ov--.r'v.m~in^ sable 
ends at 3rd floor level. The nSne-^indoTv facade displays lintels at 
Tri.ndoT'.r heads cut to resemble brick, with a keystone arch. °rojcc ting- 
center bay contains a paneled door, f railed by si deli hts a^S reeded 
pilasters. Above the doo^ is ^ seir.i-elliDtical fan lirht in S;')ider v/eb 
pattern. The outstanding fe

T.ane stands the Drrdford-v {untin?T:ton rr ouse (?lational Aeyister 10/6/70). 
One of the nost Interesting old homes to survive, this is one of the three 
remaining structures built by a founder. One nart of the Douse dates from 
before 3,691, for Simon !nintinp-tonv-:ju.rchased fro:;: either Thomas or John 
"Bradford the land and "new dwellin 0" house- in 1.691, There were additions 
made in 1719 when Sj.nio ''s son -Toshua obtained the homestead. There are 
inany early features remaining: the heavy, plain box cornice at eaves line, 
the wide ov-?rhan^ at cable e^cs, av"!.d the srnsll winSm." above entry. There 
are two sections; that to the rear is essentiallv another house, being 
also 2-J stories. T t was probably this part that was built by Joshua's son,

o 17a?. The house h

here are many and varied, structures in the District, Dfshin^ton Street,
for example, the eastern boundary, has many Sine houses built before ICOO, 
one very new house, the -ast District School, 1789 (National Se^ister 10/ 
2 r: /7 OA, and the Deffinrwell Tnn, 1675 ("ational Secrister 12/29/70).
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

mown as
pattern and features of that settlement are still apparent in the r:reat 
number of early structures remaining Some have been altered, reflecting 
their varied uses. The Historic District includes that ama_oJLJRi^st 
settlemeni, which is the Green and surroundin'r streets.

Fonvich F_a_s_fo.unded.foy ..a,.^roup of about 3s men from Saybrook who petitioned 
the General Court at TJartford inRRaj,,,,,JjS£,2, for permission, to make a 
settlement here, "ine square rniRes 7.rere deeded to them by the Rohe^^'i 

' r 'v'C"s \fnd his sons "R^ncco and .Attawanhood. in June, l6S'9. In the spring 
of l'>60 the Reverend James

The t!rioTni Plot" v;o.s laid out alonr the vantio River. Home lots were 
several acres and included D^sture land. Mear the center of the Plot 
ivas an oen

''Ipin or the Green. So: 
Proorietcrs voted that "''eetinrhouse Plain M sh*;3.1 be and remain to be... 
for public!" T^se for the -whole To?/n "orever henceforth without slter- 
ation."^ The church had its place here and has alternately stood on 
the Green and on the cliff behind (Heetinniiouse Rocks). The second and 
third churches were erected on this hir:h point which also served as a 
watch toiler against Indian raids. Behind the church, stood the powder 
house, a wooden structure which was set 911 fire and exploded during the 
Revolution, -"-'he fourth church was built at the northwest corner of the 
Green in 1770, and the fifth, the present building, in the sane place when 
the fourth burned in 1.801. ACCORD any in" the church on the Green were the 
courthouse, shops, residences, and. more than one tavern,

:'-y 1836 when John Barber wrote his "Collections", the town was a place 
of about two hundred houses on pleasant rural streets within a short 
distance of the Congregational Church. The area outlined by the historic 
district includes the Green and these streets, still much the same as 
they were in Barber's day. The district h&s kept, through much effort 
and work of its residents, a great deal of its important early atmos­ 
phere. The streets around the Green arc- narrow and not easily accessible 
to vehicular traffic. Rashington Street is a major city street, but its
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Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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sw Jn 9 w 3!,- 7? ° n^ • c:^-
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National G ^State V^--~— "Local n

M.™ ̂ ^^Stffir*

Title state Liaison Officer

Date December 21, 1972

STATE CODE

Connecticut 09

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

(JL^/tf/JL Uih4i ,
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

/ / ^
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Significance

importance ends vri.th a highway entrance just south of the district, 
so the part through the district has not become congested. Near-by 
commercial areas are beinf contained by the- district boundaries, though 
at the present time, thn southeastern edge, near the junction of Tovrn 
Street and :''ev; London Turnpike, is bein r- threatened by a hamburger 
stand of a nationmde chain vrhich is lookirr-- for an extension to its 
•parking lot. The Historic district Commission is oDoosinf the proposal 
to demolish a house in the district and has asked th/: t the district 
be nominated for inclusion in the Rational Register for the prestige 
and status sometimes foi-nd in the recognition by not only a 5-tate 
agency but the T? ederal ^ovemment.

and Doroshevich, p. lit.

RECEIVED
1973

NATIONAL 
REGISTER

GPO 901.082
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