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Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
jaroperty on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Town Barnstable (Hyannis - Main St. E) 

Address 156 Main St. 

Historic Name Captain Sylvester Baxter 

House 

Use: Present Inn 

OrigincLl residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1855 

Source assessor's records: Barnstable 

Style I t a l i a n V i l l a 
Patriot 

Sketdi Map: Draw mp shearing j^operty's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features, indicate all buildings 
between inventoried jaroperty and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

see attached assessors' map 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric stucco 

Outbuildings rental cottages 

Major Alterations (with dates) loss of 

o r i g i n a l porch, flanking o r i e l s and second 

story central oriel window 
Ocxidition 

fair-good 

Moved no Date n/a 

fcreags .52 327/176 

Setting east end of Main Street 

commercial d i s t r i c t - north side of 

street 

um REFERENCE I^^3!3^7<D | ̂ ^ i Z/)60 

OSGS C!aADRANGLE_j4ljanni5jl^ 

SCALE 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins 

Organization Barnstable Historical Comm. 

Date 1986 

Photo #14-33-F141 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) - r 

The Captain Sylvester Baxter House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, s e t t i n g , workmanship, 
feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of a prominent c i t i z e n and 
sea captain, and as a fin e example of the I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . I t thus meets c r i t e r i a 
B and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTORAL SIGNIFICRNCE Describe iniportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomrunity. 

The Captain Sylvester Baxter House i s the most f u l l y developed example of the 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i n Barnstable, a town noted for numerous good examples of that 
s t y l e . Square i n plan, i t rises 2-^ -tories to a gable roof interrupted by a facade 
gable and a central belvedere. I t i s facedwith a mastic to appear as stone and i s 
trimmed with brackets i n the gables and s t i l t e d segmental arches over the windows. 
I t s facade has unfortunately l o s t several key features, including i t s front porch 
which spanned the distance between two flanking o r i e l windows, and a second story 
o r i e l above the central entry with double lead door. Nevertheless, i t remains a 
handsome example of the s t y l e . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and hew the 
building relates to the development of the comBunity. 

Captain Sylvester Baxter (1800-1861) was the younger brother of Captain Alexander 
Baxter, sometimes referred to as the father of Hyannis. Although somewhat eclipsed 
by his brother, Sylvester's wealth was valued at $16,864.90 at his death, and he had 
served i n several public positions i n addition to his career as a deep water captain. 
He was the F i r s t Worshipful Master of the Fraternal Lodge of Masons af t e r i t s 
reorganization i n 1851, and he was elected State Senator i n 1854, serving for two 
years. Later, he was elected Deputy Inspector and Collector of the Port of Hyannis. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Barnstable County Atlases. 1858, 1880, 1907. 
Barnstable County Registry of Deeds and Probate. 
The Barnstable P a t r i o t . October 1, 1861. 
Barnstable and Yarmouth Assessors Records. 
Trayser, Donald. Barnstable, Three Centuries of a Cape Cod Town. 1939. 
Harris, Charles. , Hyannis Sea Captains. 1939 
Johnson, Peter. H i s t o r i c a l Notes about the Captain Sylvester Baxter House and the 

1710 House. Unpublished and undated monograph i n possession of the Barnstable 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Baxter, Capt. Sylvester, House (Barnstable  
MRA) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS Sol 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
d ] appeal 

Substantive Review: CU sample IHI request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: . 
Action: 

JAfi 2 7 1987 

.RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal R decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

/%L,///.^.^s^ S(-dP^ Li^Ayy- ^ 
_ - - y f f Recom./Crite 

\ A y A ^ u t C a u u - ^ 0 ^ O f f ^ ^ Reviewer 

i ^ ^ i . . . ^ ^ ^ ^ W ^ ^ V Z ^ ^ * ^ ' ' ^ ^ ^ ^ Discipline 

AU^ C^'^-^lA^^^:S^ve<APi^^^ 

ZZo^y^ CA r/& 

y Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below ^ ZZ^^-^ 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Statu* 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this projaerty been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

CU fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity 
CU alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 
• original site 

nnoved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
• clarity ' • f 
CU applicable criteria ' * 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

• '^'-mZ'^Zi^Z'-'Z-1. 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Barnstable, MA MRA 
Capt. Sylvester Baxter House 
156 Main St., Hyannis 
Assessors' Map A 
Scale: 1"=100' 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000271 


