FORT PICKENS
(FORT PICKENS STATE PARK)
U.S. 98, 21A, west of Pensacola Beach
Escambia County

SR
0ld brick Fort Pickens, built on the westerk kip:" 3\
Pensacola against foreign attack, has been the scene o
activities in every major conflict in which this country has
been engaged, from the Civil War to World War II.

Its major role was during the Civil War, when it
remained one of three Southern forts (all in Florida) that
the Confederates were unable to seize from the Federals.

Santa Rosa Island has been the location of may forti-
fications since the early 1700's. It was recognized by the
Spanish, French, British, Confederates, and the United States
Army and Navy as the key to the defense of Pensacola Harbor.

Pensacola was the capital of West Florida when the
Florida territory was ceded to the United States in 1821. 1In
anticipation of the selection of Pensacola as the principal
United States naval depot of the Gulf of Mexico, the U.S.
government built four forts in the area. Fort Pickens, com-
pleted in l@}ﬁ% was named in honor of Brig. Gen. Andrew Pickens
of the South Carolina State Troops in the American Revolution.

At the onset of the Civil War, the fort had been unoc-
cupied for several years. The day Florida passed her ordinance
of secession, Jan. 10, 1861, the fort became the Federal head-
quarters. Confederates made several attempts to capture Fort
Pickens, but all hostilities were stopped when they evacuated
their holdings in the area in May of 1862. The Federals immed-
iately took possession of the other deserted forts and the
Navy Yard, and held Pensacola for the rest of the war.

As the war waned, Fort Pickens was used as a prison for
military and political prisoners. In 1875, Congress again
used Fort Pickens as a prison with the Apache, Geronimo, and
some of his band being held there for two years after their
capture in 1866.

Fort Pickens was an active coastal defense fortifi-
cation during the Spanish-American War, and also was activated
during the two World Wars. I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.
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was completed in 1834. The fort was pentagonal in shape, with
a bastion at each of the five corners. Each bastion was like a
small independent fort, having its owrd guns and magazine.
These bastions projected from the regular line of the fort
walls so that they could set up cross fire with the facing
bastion and prevent an enemy from attacking the fort walls.

The walls of Fort Pickens were 40 feet high and twelve
feet thick. The fort was complete with protected passageways,
a dry ditch, flanking outworks, and portholes for one tier of
guns in bomb—proof casements with an additional tier of guns
mounted on top of the walls (en barbette.) The armament of
the fort was to consist of 252 -guns of various types and
calibers.

Present~day Fort Pickens looks much as it did in its
early days. Recreational facilities for public use and
enjoyment have been added by the Division of Recreation and
Parks. A large picnic and swimming area, along with a fishing
dock and boat launching ramp comprise the total park area.

Fort Pickens, named in honor of Brig. Gen. Andrew Pigkens,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Pickens, built on the western tip of Santa Rosa
Island to defend the important deepwater harbor of Pensacola
against forelgn attack, has-been the scene of activities in
every major conflict in which this country has been engaged,
from the Civil War to World War II. This terrain was recog-

nized by the Spanish, French, British and the United States
as the key to the defense of Pensacola Harbor.

Fort Pickens was one of the few in the south from which
the United State§ flag was never brought down during the Civil
War. Although under intermittent cannon fire from its compan-
ion forts--McRee and Barrancas, both of which were in Confed-
erate hands--Fort Pickens thwarted a Confederate land assault
before the attackers ever approached the walls of the fort.

At the onset of the Civil War, the fort had been unoc-
cupied for several years. The day Florida passed her ordinance
of secession, January 10, 1861, the fort became the Federal
headquarters. Confederates attempted several times to capture
Fort Pickens, but all hostilities were stopped when they
evacuated their holdings in this area in May, 1862. The
Federals immediately took possession of the Navy Yard and
other deserted forts, and held Pensacola for the rest of the
war.

As the Civil War waned, Fort Pickens was used as a prison
for military and polltlcal prlsoners.w Notable among prisoners
held at the fort, is the Apache, Geropimo, who along with some
of his band was held for two years after being captured in
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