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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The small rectangular building consists of .hewn-log con-
struction having halved cornering on the first floor. The
building rests on a foundation of native stone and is topped
by a second floor having an open timber frame with a system
of cross-bracing with brick infilling. The building has

a gable roof made of wood shakes.

The "Maverick" has been abandoned for many years and sur-
vived a fire which gutted the interior. The main structure
is basically sound. Efforts are now underway to restore
the building.
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This building is a rare specimen of log and half-timber
construction (Fachwerkbau) of a type found in Prussia in
the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries. It was built in the
early 1880s by Emil Kluge who came to America from Germany.

Emil Kluge was born in Prussia on March 28, 1845 and was
educated in the public schools of that country. After
serving in two German wars he married and emigrated to
the United States with his wife.

They settled first in Detroit, Michigan, remained two
years, then moved west. In May of 1873 Kluge arrived in
Helena and engaged in mining with indifferent success, then
took up contracting. In 1876, he made another unsuccessful
mining trip to the Black Hills, then returned to Helena.

Kluge built his house in the early 1880s and resided in
Helena until his death September 26, 1924. At various
times he again tried mining, operated a stone quarry, did
contracting and street grading. He served at times as a
street commissioner, constable and Justice of the Peace.

The Kluge house remains as a reminder of pioneer architecture
which often was built in the style most familiar to the
settlers. The Kluge house with its first story of hewn,
squared logs and the superimposed second story of half-
timber work is quite characteristic of Silesian construction
and is seldom found even in other parts of Germany. The
building is a great rarity and may be considered exceptionally
important because of its unique construction.

Measured drawings, photographic coverage, historical, and
architectural evaluations are recorded in the Historic
American Buildings Survey.
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STREET AND NUMBER:
Bozeman
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended -
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Keeper of Th{ National Register ,
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